
 

 

Last week’s Question: 

What are the four positive commandments that require a 

minyan in order to fulfill them? 

Answer: 

1. Bircas Kohanim ( Mecheber,Orach Chaim 128:1) 

2. Kiddush Hashem (Yoreah Dayah 157:1) 

3. Parshas Zachor (Orach Chaim 685:7) 

4. Erachin Karkaos (Sanhedrin 15a) 

This week’s Question:  

What are the four prayers that were instituted on 

behalf of latecomers (hint this includes 

Shabbos davening as well)? 

This section is sponsored anonymously as 

a zechus for their children to grow up 

into Yidden that bring Hashem 

tremendous nachas. 

 רבות מחשבות

The gemara in Brachos (7b) 

makes a amazing statement. 

When Leah named her son 

Yehuda as an expression of 

thanks to Hashem, she was the 

first person to thank Hashem 

since the creation of the world. 

This is very difficult to 

understand, because didn’t the 

avos and imahos also thank 

Hashem for what he gave them ? 

R’ Schwab explains that the first 

three sons Leah had were named 

with a teffilah in mind. Namely, 

that Yaakov should consider her 

to be his main wife. However, 

even after 3 sons nothing 

changed, and yet she thanked 

Hashem. Leah, at this point, did 

something that was never done 

before, and that is to thank 

Hashem even though she didn’t 

receive what she yearned for.   

Truly Thankful 

The Weichholz family in memory of  Mr. Naftali Trauring ה  “ע נפתלי חיים בן משה צבינ “לע  

Renov Family ה  “ע רב יוסף בן אליהונ ה“לע  

The Farbman  family in memory of  ה “נ מרדכי לייב בן ישראל אנשיל  ע“לע  

פרשת  ויצא          

Don’t Forget 

Leah Imeinu is described in the pasuk as having “soft eyes”. This was because she was always crying. 

The Gemara in Baba Basra (123a) tells the story behind this description. Leah would go out on the 

roads, where she would hear people say, ‘Lavan has two daughters and Rivka has two sons. The 

eldest of each will marry each other and the younger ones will marry each other’.  Leah would then 

sit on the road and ask people ‘who is the eldest son of Rivka, and what was he like’. When she heard 

about Eisav and his terrible ways she began to cry. Why did she cry, if it was just a silly rumor that 

people made up?  She must have known that it wasn’t just a rumor. The Midrash (70:16) writes that 

Leah and Rachel had made a deal that Leah will marry Eisav and Rachel would marry Yaakov, and this 

agreement was known to all. With this midrash one might wonder, why did Leah become so 

emotional when hearing of the match in the street and why is she asking people about Eisav? The 

way of a person is such, that when they hear shocking news, they are stunned and shudder from the 

news. However, as time goes on, they forget and move on with life. Leah was very aware of this, and 

once she found out about the real Eisav she was very pained over the deal she made with her sister. 

She didn’t want to get comfortable with the fact that she was supposed to marry such a wicked 

person. Therefore, she would go out to hear from others how bad he was. This would not let her just 

accept her destiny but it would constantly remind her to daven for a salvation. And she was zoche to 

something special with her tefilos. The Gemara in Yevamos asks why our Imahos were barren. Being 

barren would cause them to pray with tremendous emotion and passion.  Hashem, sort of speak, 

desired those prayers. However, only Sarah, Rivka, and Rachel were barren. Did Hashem not want to 

hear the prayers of Leah? Hashem desired her tefilos as well, but he got them, when she would 

constantly daven to be saved from her pending marriage to Eisav. This is a powerful limud when it 

comes to our own tefilos. We daven for many things and it sometimes happens that what we daven 

for doesn’t come to fruition. We have to know that the prayers are not wasted. They are being saved 

for a different occasion. 



 When Lavan hears that Yaakov is coming he runs out to greet him. They embrace and Lavan gives Yaakov a kiss. Rashi 

(29:13) says that the hug and kiss were not out of love; rather Lavan thought that Yaakov was hiding jewels in his mouth. R’ 

Zilberstien asks from where Rashi knows that the embrace and kiss was not a sign of affection? We know that Lavan loved 

money, and was a conniving  fellow, however, we should give him the benefit of the doubt maybe he was just excited about 

seeing a member of his family? The Chofetz Chaim found a source for Rashi’s explanation at the end of the parsha. When 

Lavan confronts Yaakov about leaving without telling him, he says (31:28) “You left without letting me kiss my sons and 

daughters”.  Also, at the end of the parsha (32:1) the pasuk says “Lavan got up early and kissed his sons and daughters”. In 

both situations, Lavan kisses his sons and daughters, and not Yaakov. If Lavan was so fond of Yaakov, then he should have 

kissed him when they parted ways, just like he kissed him when they met.     

 The Bal Haturim (28:12) finds many interesting gematrias for the word “sulam” (ladder).  The gematria of the word is 

136,which is also the gematria of the word “momon” (money) and the word “oni” (poverty).  What is the connection 

between a ladder, wealth, and poverty?  A ladder is unique in that it has the ability to take you to very high places and it 

can also take you  to very low places.  Wealth has the same capability. If one uses his money in the way Hashem 

intended, it can elevate him greatly as is described throughout Tanch and Chazal. However, if the money is misused it can 

destroy its owner. This is also true regarding poverty. One who views his poverty as a way to come closer to Hashem, by 

having to strengthen his Bitachon,  he becomes great. There is, however, the danger that one may allow his condition to 

provoke anger towards Hashem, in which case he has fallen. With this understanding we can truly appreciate the 

connection of the Baal Haturim.  

 Cheap Get Away 

At the end of the parsha, when Lavan says goodbye to his family, the pasuk says “vayashkeim ba’boker”.These 

are the same words the Torah uses when Avraham sets out on the mission of Akeidas Yitzchok. The idea of 

“vayshkeim ba’boker” is that the person got up early. Why does the Torah need to emphasize when Lavan got 

up to say goodbye to his family? We know that Lavan was not one to share his money. Being that he was the 

grandfather of all of these children, when he is leaving some of them might ask for presents. In order to avoid 

this, he made sure to wake up early and to give everyone a goodbye kiss while they were still sleeping.  

 פרשת   ויצא  
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