
One of the customs of the Yom Tov of Shavuos is to read 
Megillas Rus. In the second perek, we read that out of 
great deference to her mother-in-law, Rus chose to pick 
up the left behind gleanings from the field. Rus was an 
unknown and therefore would not suffer the same 
embarrassment as the well-known Naomi. 
Throughout the Megillah, we learn about many 
different aspects of Siyata dishmaya that come into 
play. We note that the very first field that Rus entered 
was actually the property of a relative. Furthermore, 
against normal practice, Boaz, the CEO of the field, 
decided to pay a visit. This of course sets up the famous 
meeting between Rus and Boaz which would ultimately 
set the course of history. As we learn in the conclusion 
of the Megillah, from this union would come David 
HaMelech, and ultimately Moshiach. 
There is a beautiful limud that is pointed out by the 
Malbim in these pesukim of the second perek which I 
feel can really add a lot to our daily lives. The possuk 
tells us that “viheenay-and behold”. The Malbim 
comments that throughout the Torah, when faced with 
this word, we realize that a novelty is occurring. Of 
course, in our case, it was the visit of Boaz to the field at 
that moment. But why, asks the Mabim, did Boaz 
choose to visit at that moment? 
The gemara in Mesichta Brochos (63) tells us that on 
that very day, Boaz and his Beis Din enacted that when 
greeting a fellow Jew, one should use the name of 
HaShem. Their reasoning was because in those days, 
the society was completely corrupt. Surely the people 
davened three times a day, and they most probably 
even used the mikvah beforehand as well. However, it 
seemed that there was no carry over from the Beis 
Haknesses to the workplace. Daily life was devoid of 
the Ribono Shel Olam. The Sanhedrin concluded that if 
they can somehow bring HaShem into the workplace as 
well, the people’s conduct would surely change for the 
better. The joke of “business is business and Moses is 
Moses” would no longer find any meaning. 
At that moment, upon greeting the harvesters, Boaz 
called out “HaShem imachem”, to which they 
responded, Yivarechicha HaShem. This was indeed a 
chidush because until this point, it was considered as 
taking HaShem’s name in vain. But now this would 
change. Today as well, we have the custom of greeting 
others with the words “Shalom Aleichem”. It is well 
known that one of the names of HaShem is Shal-om. 
The response is Aleichem Shalom. This is in keeping 
with the custom of greeting with HaShem’s name on 
our lips, to bring HaShem into our daily lives. By 

greeting them in this manner in a workplace setting, 
Boaz was reminding them that HaShem is there as well. 
(HaShem imachem actually means that HaShem should 
be with you, i.e. even here in workplace.) 
A few pesukim later, we find that it was the time to eat. 
Boaz joined everyone for the meal. The Malbim 
wonders if it is the norm for a CEO to eat in the 
cafeteria of the low level workers. Surely, Boaz could 
have eaten in privacy, or at home, yet he seems to 
specifically want to eat with them now. What prompts 
him to do this? 
The gemara teaches us (ibid. 16) the Halacha that a 
worker is exempt from reciting the entire Birchas 
Hamazon; he is only required to say two brochos. The 
reason for this is because time does not belong to the 
employee. The exception to this rule is if the employer 
dines with the employee. By joining him, it is as if he is 
giving express consent for the employee to say the 
entire “bentching”. 
The Malbim suggests that the reason Boaz ate with the 
workers was specifically so that they would be 
obligated to recite the entire “bentching”. It seems that 
Mabim is basing this on his previous comments. Since 
he had just introduced the concept of bringing HaShem 
into the workplace, he now wants to follow through 
and have them make brochos, thereby creating a 
further awareness of HaShem. 
Based on our discussion, I believe we can apply this to 
the famous words of Rav Yose. Rav Yose commented 
that “if not for that day (shavuos), how many Yoses 
would be wandering the streets”. Rav Yose is 
attributing his success in life to the Yom Tov 
of Shavuos. He isn’t merely “some guy named Joe”, but 
the great Rav Yose. How did he elevate to such a level? 
The Yom Tov of Shavuos taught him to live every 
moment with the Aibishter. 
The difference between Am Yisrael and the rest of the 
world is that we have the Torah. We are the Am 
anivchar. But what good is a Torah that remains in the 
beis medrash and in shul? The purpose of the Torah is 
to mould us, to make us different from all the other 
nations. We are different from the others that roam the 
streets. But what sets us apart? The answer is what the 
Beis Din of Boaz enacted on that day. They taught us 
that HaShem needs to be constantly on our lips; a part 
of our daily lives. 
We read Megillas Rus on the same day that we receive 
the Torah, to remind us to bring the Torah and its life 
lessons to the streets. If not for that day, we would be 
no different than the rest of the inhabitants of this 
world. 
This Yom Tov, let us be zoche to accept the Torah into 
our lives and our routines. After all, this is what makes 
us different! 

Good Yom Tov!!!  מרדכי אפפעל 
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