
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Our land of Eretz Yisroel – פרשת בלק
 

 בס''ד

 לר''ש 

 יעקב בן שרה לאה

)כג' ט'( הן עם לבדד ישכון ובגוים לא יתחשב  
 
 

  
The Rosh Hayeshiva of Ohel Torah, Harav Elchonon Waserman would often travel to collect 
for his Yeshiva. As he travelled around the different places where Yidden lived, he would look 
to speak not just about his fundraising mission but also words of Chizuk on Torah topics. 

Once he spoke about this Possuk and he commented the following. The Possuk describes Klal 
Yisroel with the word עם as opposed to the word גוי; what is the difference between these 
terms? 

 refers to a nation that identify themselves by the country that they live in. Without their גוי
own country where they live together, there is nothing that binds them together.  

Whereas עם refers to a group of people who identify themselves by sharing the same way of 
life, the same language or the same way of dress. It is possible for people to be together as 
an עם even without a land of their own. 

The very essence of the nation of Klal Yisroel differs from the other nations of the world. Each 
of the other nations of the world identify themselves by the country where they live. They 
are גוים. If a Brit would move to live in USA, he would happily exchange the British culture and 
style for the American way of life. 

Yidden are an עם, a people who share the same Torah, the same values and the same Emuna 
in Hashem. No matter which country a Yid lives in, his primary values come from his 
Yiddisheit.  

In this way, we are different than the Goyim.  

This perspective is very important to understanding the true Torah approach to Eretz Yisroel. 
As Klal Yisroel we don’t need a land to exist. Eretz Yisroel is our land because of its Kedusha 
and because of the many Mitzvos we can do only there (Shemita etc). Our identity even when 
living in Eretz Yisroel ought to be “I am a Yid” and not “I am an Israeli.” 

Another important lesson from this is to realise how although we are so spread out 
throughout the world and we live in different countries; we are still one people, עם אחד. We 
are united by the same Torah and the same values of Emuna and Yiras Shomayim. 

Yanki is a 19-year-old Frum boy who works in Manchester, UK. He had travelled to London for 
a Simcha when he received a phone call.  

“Yanki, can you help someone out please?” the person asked him randomly. “There is a young 
Israeli who just landed in Manchester Airport and cannot even speak English. He has nowhere 
to stay and knows no one in Manchester. (As to why he travelled there – that’s a different 
story!)” 

“Can you help him out?” Yanki put the phone down and started to make arrangements. He 
found somewhere for the Israeli Yid to stay and then he got on the phone to a taxi firm. He 
ordered the taxi to the airport and then called the Israeli Yid directly. In broken Ivrit he advised 
him where to go to find his taxi and instructed him to call when the taxi arrives. Once the taxi 
arrived, Yanki spoke to the taxi driver on the phone and instructed him where to take his 
passenger to. 

Not only that, but once Yanki arrived back in Manchester the next day, he got in touch with 
the Israeli Yid and befriended him and took him out. 

Mi Keamcha Yisroel. 

We are one people, עם אחד. 

As the fast of Shiva Asar BeTamuz looms closer and the 3 weeks begin, let us remember our 
unity and try to befriend one another. Let us not concentrate on our differences but rather 
on what we share. 

In this Zechus, may we be Zoche to celebrate the coming of Moshiach very soon. 

 


