
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 והיה לאות על ידכה ולטוטפות בין עיניך )יג:טז(
And it shall be a sign upon your arm and for Totafos between your eyes (13:16) 

There are four compartments in the Tefilin worn on the head and one 
compartment in the Tefilin worn on the arm. This hints that when it comes to the 
head, there can be many thoughts and ideas, however, in regard to the arm which 
represents a person’s actions, there can only be one way— a person has to act 
properly and unified. (Nimletzu Lechki) 
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  Orchos Chaim L’HaRosh 
7. One should be careful not to stumble with vows or promises,  

and not to deceive others, whether with money or with words 
The Torah instructs us (Bamidbar 32:22), that we are not permitted to give the appearance or impression that we 

are doing any type of Aveirah— we should be innocent before Hashem and Yisroel. In the Gemara (Yoma 38a), Chazal 

praise the Garmo family, who were the bakers of the Lechem HaPanim in the Bais HaMikdash, because there never 

was found among the members of their family any high-quality bread. They did this so that no one would ever suspect 

them of helping themselves to actually taking the Lechem HaPanim. They were concerned that someone might be 

jealous and make false claims against them, and this fear caused them to be extra meticulous in the bread they ate in 

their homes.  

Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld, zt”l, was known for being extremely honest in all of his dealings. He never took 

advantage or allowed himself or anyone in his family to benefit from the numerous Tzedakah funds that went through 

his hands. This money was to be used only to support the poor people of Yerushalayim. Even though he certainly could 

have qualified to fall under this category of poor people, he would never even listen to anyone who tried to bring up the 

topic of some of the Tzedakah funds going to him. One time, his own granddaughter, who had been orphaned at a 

young age, came to him and asked for help with support. She was engaged and about to marry a young Talmid 

Chacham, who was penniless. She asked her grandfather, “With all the money that you give out to Tzedakah to help the 

poor, can you not find something for your own granddaughter? Why should I be less entitled to receive assistance than 

anyone else?” Rav Yosef Chaim was moved by her tearful, and heartfelt request, but he replied to her, “Please, my 

daughter, do not press this matter any further. Would you want me to break the strict rules of conduct that I have 

imposed for myself? In my entire life, I have never personally gained from the Tzedakah funds that I give out. The 

money was raised and entrusted to me, for me to share with others, and not with myself. Our Torah demands that one 

remain blameless and innocent before Hashem and Yisroel. I am prepared to sell my bed and all my personal 

belongings to help you, but I will not take advantage of the Tzedakah money that I am trusted to manage and supervise. 

I know how much you have suffered in your life, and you truly deserve Hashem’s mercy. I am giving you a Brachah 

that you should always have peace, and may Hashem shower you with His Brachos and grant you much joy in life, so 

that even the wealthiest of girls look up to you!” The granddaughter was very happy with the Brachah from her 

grandfather, the Tzaddik, and it wasn’t long before Rav Yosef Chaim’s Brachah took effect. His granddaughter went on 

to build a noble and beautiful family, whose sons were included among the most illustrious Talmidei Chachamim in 

Yerushalayim. This source of pride and comfort was more valuable to her than anything money could ever buy! 
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 B’Kitzur 
The Torah is written on 

sheets of parchment called Klaf 

which are sewn together to form 

a scroll. If the stitches between 

two sheets of Klaf tear, the 

Halachah is as follows: If the 

majority of the seam remains 

sewn together, the Torah may 

be used to read from. If more 

than a majority is torn, another 

Sefer Torah should be used. If 

there is no other Torah 

available, and the tear in the 

stitching is in the same 

Chumash that the Laining is 

from (ex. Sefer Bereishis or 

Shemos, etc.), it may not be 

used to read from, unless at 

least five stitches remains 

holding it together. However, if 

the tear is in a different 

Chumash that is not being read 

from currently, it may be used 

for Laining, as long as two 

stitches remain in the seam. 
 (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 24:11) 

 

Rav Ephraim Eliyahu Shapiro quotes Rav Shabsi Yudelevitch (Drashos HaMaggid, 

Moadim II p. 294), who says that Makas Choshech, Darkness, was the most severe of all 

the Plagues. How bad could it have been, particularly if no Egyptians died in that plague? 

Rabbi Yudelevitch answers from the Pasuk (10:23) that in the darkness, the Egyptians 

could not see each other. Throughout the Plagues, no matter how difficult the plague was, 

they still had each other for support and encouragement to help them endure the suffering. 

However, as Rabbi Shapiro emphasizes, there is nothing worse than having no support 

when going through a difficult time. Recognizing this concept, we can try our best to be 

there for others, to help increase their happiness in their times of joy and to ease their 

burdens in any of their difficult times. 

 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L’Maaseh      
Rabbi Binyomin Pruzansky tells an amazing, 

true story, which took place in Gaza during an 

operation that took place a number of years ago 

with the Israeli army. The fighting in Gaza was 

fierce, and Jews in America were looking for ways 

to increase the spiritual armor that protected the 

young soldiers in the IDF. Many people increased 

their Torah learning and Tefilah for the benefit of 

their own ‘individual soldier’, and would say extra 

Tehilim on their behalf. One project that became 

popular in Shuls and communities throughout the 

country was a campaign to supply the soldiers 

with Tzitzis, which is the strongest armor a Jew 

can wear, as it provides protection to one’s body 

as a Mezuzah does for a house. Rav Moshe Tuvia 

Lieff was one Rav who participated in this 

mission, and raised money to purchase Tzitzis for 

tens of thousands of Israeli soldiers who did not 

have their own. After the war Rabbi Leiff heard a 

story that illustrated the life-saving power of this 

protection. The soldiers of the Yahalom Counter-

Terrorist Unit were a subdivision of the IDF’s 

Golani Brigade. They were assigned a delicate and 

dangerous mission that would take them, 

undercover, into enemy territory to search for a 

certain group of terrorists. To do the job, they had 

disguised themselves in Hamas uniforms, but 

underneath, they wore the Tzitzis they had just 

received from the American Tzitzis campaign. 

They entered the building they needed in Gaza 

and began searching for the terrorists, knowing 

that any moment they could be discovered and 

killed. All at once, the mission went wrong. The 

soldiers were discovered and were being shot at 

by terrorists hiding in different places in the 

building. The soldiers returned fire, and made 

their way to the roof of the building, in an attempt 

to lose their attackers, or to at least draw them into 

the open, and out of their hiding places. As they 

reached the roof of the building they saw a 

welcome sight: an Israeli helicopter had come to 

save them! However, in one terrifying moment, 

their relief turned into panic. The helicopter was 

not positioning itself for a rescue, but it was 

getting ready to fire! The men suddenly realized 

that because of their disguises, they had become 

targets. With only seconds left before the 

helicopter would open fire, there was no time to 

make radio contact with the pilot, and there was 

no place to take cover on the roof of a building. 

The group’s leader screamed out to his soldiers, 

“Take out your Tzitzis!” Frantically they grabbed 

for their Tzitzis and began waving them in the air. 

When he saw this strange sight, the helicopter 

pilot, who literally had his finger on the trigger, 

held his fire. He realized that no matter what they 

were wearing on the outside, their Tzitzis had 

shown instantly who they were on the inside, and 

they were saved! 
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 בס"ד

 The Siddur Speaks 
We say at the end of Birchas HaTorah, at the end of Eilu Devarim, “Talmud Torah 

K’neged Kulam”, that learning Torah is equal to all the Mitzvos that have no Shiur, no set 

amount, and also, one will benefit from learning Torah in this world, but the main reward will 

be in Olam Haba. Rabbi Yechiel Spero relates a powerful story. The Talmidim of the 

Novordok Yeshivah were known for their intensity when it came to their religious observance. 

The communist government had a problem with this, and they proceeded to arrest the entire 

Yeshivah on false charges. The intent was that after some discipline and time in jail, the boys 

would lose much of their commitment to being Frum. The Bachrim were deprived of all of 

their basic needs which were essential for survival. They were served the bare minimum of a 

meal that most people would not even call food. They were not provided with blankets or 

coats, and they were subject to the bitter cold of winter both night and day. These special 

young men, however, were not bothered by this or anything they were lacking. What they 

yearned for most was their Gemaros, which was so precious to them, and one of the young 

men came up with a clever plan. He knew that their families were allowed to bring them food 

packages every once in a while. When the Yeshivah was first arrested, the students had been 

studying Meseches Makkos, which is one of the shorter Masechtos in Shas and has only 

twenty-two pages. The imprisoned boys sent a message to their families that they could really 

use twenty-two packages of cheese, with each package wrapped in a page of the Gemara from 

Meseches Makkos. This would allow them to have their beloved Gemara smuggled into the 

prison, which was worth much more to them than food! A Halachic question was asked to  

Rav Eliezer Rabinowitz, zt”l, the Rav of Minsk, as to whether or not it was permissible to tear 

apart a Gemara and use it as wrapping paper for cheese. Rav Rabinowitz emphatically replied 

that for Pikuach Nefesh, matters of life and death, it was certainly permissible. For these young 

men not to be able to study Gemara, which was so valuable to them, it was indeed, an issue of 

life and death! 
 

 Working on our Middos       
The Dubno Maggid, zt”l, gives a Mashal about one’s character traits. A wealthy man was 

making a wedding for his son, and it was going to be a very lavish affair, as it would befit a 

man of his wealthy financial status. He invited many distinguished guests, one of which was a 

great Talmid Chacham. This Torah genius not only possessed an encyclopedic knowledge of 

the Torah, but his Middos were also impeccable. Furthermore, he was extremely humble. The 

wealthy man wanted to honor this Talmid Chacham, but due to the Gadol’s humility, the host 

was challenged to find a proper way to show his Kavod. When the Talmid Chacham arrived at 

the wedding, the host wanted to place him at the head table in front of all the other guests. The 

Talmid Chacham, however, would not hear of it. He said that he would sit at a regular table 

like everyone else, and took a seat at a table in the back of the hall. Thinking quickly, the host 

decided that he would switch the seating arrangement around, and he placed the individuals 

that were going to be at the head table, together with the Talmid Chacham in the back of the 

room. The rear of the hall now became the place for the most distinguished guests at the 

wedding, transforming the entire set-up of the room. The Dubno Maggid teaches that it is not 

the position of someone, or the place they find themselves in that brings dignity to someone. 

Rather, it is the opposite. The type of person that one is and the type of Middos one has is what 

defines the location and position of each individual! 
 

Pearls of Wisdom…   A Word for the Ages 
Rav Nissan Alpert, zt”l, once said at the eulogy of his Rebbe, Rav Moshe Feinstein, zt”l, “There 

are some people who don’t have to give Mussar, rebuke, to others. Some communities have a 

person appointed to give Mussar, and he tells the people how they should and shouldn’t act. There 

is, however, a type of individual who doesn’t have to say these types of words to others in order to 

affect them to change their ways. The very essence and presence of this special person is enough 

to create the proper environment so that those around him will want to become better people and 

work on themselves. Just by being there, it can be the greatest Mussar. To see a person such as  

Rav Moshe Feinstein, to see his humility, his refinement of character, his Yiras Shamayim and the 

love he had for Klal Yisroel— not a word had to be spoken in order for his message to resonate 

with others! Just being near Rav Moshe was the biggest Mussar a person could get!” 

 

,יחיאל ברוך הלוי בן ליבה גיטל, אלעזר בן שרה לרפואה שלמה:  

בתוך שאר חולי ישראל ,רפאל חיים שאר ישוב בן באבא חיה רבקה  


