
P
o

in
ts

 t
o

 

P
o

n
d

e
r
 

 Parshas Pikudei 5776 Volume 2 - Issue 48 

 

Genuine Giraffe 
Shechting a Giraffe Caught on Yom Tov 

 

“Rafael, I would like to have your 

family join us on our ranch in North 

Dakota for Shavuos,” Chaim 

Shochet said invitingly. 

Rabbi Berger discussed it 

with his wife and answered, 

“we would love to come.” 

They excitedly packed 

their suitcases and had an 

uneventful flight to North 

Dakota. They arrived on 

Chaim’s ranch in time for 

Shavuos.  

Rabbi Berger and his sons' davened 

geshmak k’vasikin after a full night of 

learning. As they returned home from 

shul, something caught Chaim’s 

attention. “It looks like one of my deer 

traps was tripped. That’s one mighty 

strange animal out there. Nothin’ like 

that on this side of the hemisphere.” 

“Oh my! That’s a Giraffe” exclaimed 

Baruch, “I wonder how it got there.” 

They enjoyed a light milchig kiddush, 

and took a well-deserved 

rest. 

After the male Berger clan 

awoke from their naps, 

Baruch, Yossi and Yehoshua 

immediately ran to the deer 

trap, where the giraffe was 

last seen. “Huh, where is the 

giraffe?” Baruch asked Yossi. 

Suddenly, a whiff of fresh 

roasted meat tickled their 

noses.  

“Maybe Rabbi Shochet slaughtered it 

for the Yom Tov meal,” suggested Yossi.     

 

On one hand, the giraffe is qualified 

to be kosher, since it chews its cud, and 

has split hooves (Vayikra 11:3). It fits the 

description of the chayah named Zemer 

(R’ Saadya Goan Devarim 14:5, Rashbatz 

Hilchos Drusah). The animal is very large 

Can you shecht a giraffe that was 
caught on Yom Tov? 
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and it has a middle horn on its forehead, 

which is covered by its spotted skin, in 

addition to its other two more 

noticeable horns. This fits the gemara’s 

depiction of the Keresh which is another 

name for the Tachash. Its skin was used 

for the Mishkon and is described in the 

Gemara as a chayah tehorah (Sichas 

Chulin on Chulin 59b). 

On the other hand, there are those 

who say that we only eat animals or 

birds with a mesorah that has been 

passed down from the chachamim of 

the previous generations (Shach 80:1, 

Chachmas Adom 36:1, Chazon Ish YD 

11:4, 5).    

A domesticated animal is permitted 

to be shechted and eaten on Yom Tov. 

An undomesticated animal, like our 

giraffe, is unexpected to enter your 

property, and is muktzah. Therefore, 

you can’t handle it or shecht it 

(Shulchon Aruch OC 498:3). 

“Rabbi Shochet wouldn’t have 

shechted the giraffe,” commented 

Yehoshua.  

As Yossi looked on the ground for 

footprints, something caught Baruch’s 

keen eyes. “Look there is the giraffe’s 

head protruding above the top of that 

roofless truck. It has the North Dakota 

Zoo emblem on it. It seems that the 

giraffe escaped from the zoo, and now 

they are bringing it back to its home,” 

surmised Baruch. 

After Yom Tov the Zoological society 

presented Chaim Shochet with a plaque 

in recognition of his role in rescuing the 

lost giraffe.   
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