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Parshas Chukas 

The Effect of Our Actions

I recently heard the following fascinating story. 

There was once a wealthy man who contributed 

generously to Torah institutions. As he began to 

age his memory began to fade. He realized that 

with time he will no longer have control over his 

life. Not wanting the mosdos to lose out, he wrote 

them post-dated checks for the next few years. The 

month after the last check went through, the man 

passed away. It became apparent that it was not he 

who was supporting them; rather, it was their 

merits that were sustaining him. 

When Miriam died the miraculous spring that 

accompanied them throughout the dessert 

disappeared. Chazal say that from here we see that 

the whole time it was only there in the merit of 

Miriam. When Ahron passed on, the ענני הכבוד 

disappeared. This demonstrates that it was only 

there in Ahron’s merit. When Moshe passed away 

the mon ceased to fall; this revealed that the mon 

was only given in his merit. This illustrates that 

Tzadikim are the ones who generate beracha in the 

world (see ספר עץ החיים from R’ Chaim Mintz). 

R’ Mordechai Gifter Zt”l would relate how the 

non-Jewish farmers would revere the Torah study 

of the Bachurim. “When I was a Bachur in Telshe 

Lita the Bachurim were accustomed to take strolls 

in the evening hours in the fields around the city 

while discussing words of Torah. The local 

farmers used to beg us to walk through their fields. 

They were convinced that our Torah study would 

bless their field with an abundance of crop.” 

All beracha comes from the One Above. The 

closer we are to Him and the more Kedusha we 

generate with our actions, the more beracha is 

bestowed upon us. It is not just Tzadikim that 

generate beracha; it is every one of us with our 

every action. It is hard for us to comprehend this 

because we only see the physical world. We are 

like a young child who sees his father getting 

endless cash from an ATM machine. He thinks 

that the machine gives out free money. He doesn’t 

realize that his father puts in endless hours of work 

to get that money. Since Matan Torah there is 

nothing that comes to the world for free; 

everything is generated by our actions. The more 

Mitzvohs we do the more beracha we bring to the 

world. 

It is fascinating to note that the beracha that 

Moshe generated was not the same as the beracha 

generated by Ahron. Moshe merited us the mon, 

Ahron gave us the ananei hakavod. This was not 

by chance; rather, each Tzadik generated beracha 

that was in sync with their spiritual path, (I explained 

this in great length in Parshas Shemos, titled To Uplift and To Draw Down). 

Moshe’s power was to bring down Kedusha to this 

world. He is the one who brought down the Torah. 

His merit brought down this special spiritual food 

of the mon.  Ahron’s mission was to lift us up to a 

higher level where we can connect to Hashem. 

This was done through karbanos that uplifts the 

physical as well as through his dealings with 

people; as Chazal say that he was מקרבן לתורה. In 

sync with this he merited the ענני הכבוד that 

uplifted us from the physical and spiritual 

hindrances of the world. 

We see that every person affects his own השפעה. 

What we do is not merely generating more of the 

same; we are causing our own unique beracha. 

Without our personal contribution, the world will 

be lacking. 
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It is interesting to note that different Tzadikim are 

known to have power in different areas. There are 

people who are known to have the power of 

Beracha in regards to shiduchim, and there are 

others that specialize in parnasah. We even find 

by Tzadikim of yesteryear that there are those who 

have more power in one specific area. The key to 

this puzzle is the abovementioned concept. 

Someone who specializes in a specific spiritual 

area has power in this world in that area. 

The Kever of יונתן בן עוזיאל is known as an 

auspicious place to daven for a shiduch. Why is 

this? My understanding is as follows: יונתן בן עוזיאל 

is the one who translated תורה ונביאים. The Gemara 

says that without him we would be unable to 

comprehend many pesukim. In a way he is the one 

who connected Klal Yisrael to Hashem. As a 

result, he has this special power of connection (for 

those who understand what marriage represents this explanation is not far-

fetched). 

Let’s take one more example: it is quite famous 

that if someone has a problem with mice 

infestation they should hang up a picture of R’ 

Shaya’la of Karistier and the mice will disappear. 

What is the significance of this? How does a 

picture of a Tzaddik who passed away close to a 

century ago have the power to ward off mice?  

I believe the explanation is as follows. R’ 

Shaya’la’s primary concern in life was to provide 

for the poor. He ensured that his brethren should 

not go hungry. The primary issue with mice is that 

they get into the food supply. Because of R’ 

Shaya’la’s mastery in this area, he has the power 

to ward off mice. 

Returning to the Parsha we will notice an 

interesting phenomenon. After Klal Yisrael lost 

the Be’er and the Ananei Hakavod upon the death 

of Miriam and Ahron, they subsequently regained 

these gifts in the merit of Moshe. One may ask, if 

each השפעה was a result of each one’s unique 

power, how was Moshe able to affect beracha in 

areas that were outside his jurisdiction?  

I believe the answer is as follows: the Kedusha of 

Torah is above all other kedushos, thus Torah 

encompasses all השפעות of קדושה. Moshe Rabeinu 

was the בלמק  of the entire Torah and his soul 

corresponds to the entire Torah. Thus, it may be 

true that the Ananei Hakavod and the Be’er was 

out of his range of specialty, but through the all-

encompassing Kedusha of Torah he was able to 

bring about all השפעות. Indeed Torah has endless 

power. 

The overall lesson is: our actions have power. 

What we see is just a physical manifestation of 

spiritual energies. Don’t be fooled by perception; 

everything is dependent on merits.  

I would like to conclude with the following 

powerful story. A group of wealthy individuals 

once came to the town of Radin. The Chofetz 

Chaim himself gave them a tour of the Yeshiva. 

Upon concluding the tour, one wealthy individual 

turned to the Chofetz Chaim and said, “It is truly 

beautiful. But if all they do is learn Torah what 

will become of them, they will all be shnorers 

(beggars living off of others). The Chofetz Chaim, 

who under normal circumstances was a calm man, 

stood up and yelled with fury, “You think that they 

are going to be shnorers; you are the shnorers! 

Everything that you have is in their merit for they 

are the ones who generate kedusha and parnasah 

in the world. You are not the ones supporting 

them; rather your income is in their merit.” 

It is time for us to realize the power of our actions. 

Every beracha in the world is a result of our 

zechusim. By mastering our spiritual path in life, 

we will be contributing our unique beracha to the 

entire world. 


