
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

)יט:טז( ויהי קלת וברקים                                        
                        There was thunder and lightning (19:16) 

The Sefer “Ta’amei HaMinhagim” ס(")סימן תתק  brings down in the name of 
the Tashbeitz ז(")אות תס : The reason that the Chassan and Kallah are 
accompanied by candles (torches) as they walk down to the Chuppah is to hint 
to Mattan Torah – the Giving of the Torah, as the Pasuk states, ‘And there was 
thunder and lightning’. Take this general rule in your hand: All the customs of 
the Chassan and Kallah we learn from Mattan Torah, since Hashem showed 
Himself to Israel as a Chassan before the Kallah. (Umatuk HaOhr) 
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                Candle Lighting: 5:16 

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 8:52   Gra: 9:28 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:22 

Chatzos: 12:10       Sh'kiah: 5:35 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 6:17 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 6:48  

                                                 (some say 6:57) 
 
 

                      
            Next Week: Mishpatim 
              Candle Lighting: 5:24 
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 Working on our Middos 
Rav Pam once told over that one time the 

Chofetz Chaim sent his son out on a mission, and he 

warned his son to be careful with how he acts around 

others, and he said, “If you act in a way that is even 

slightly inappropriate for someone who is a Talmid 

Chacham, it would be a Chilul Hashem, a 

desecration of Hashem’s Name. The Chofetz 

Chaim’s son inquired, “But, I am not a Talmid 

Chochom. Doesn’t the Rambam write that a Talmid 

Chochom is someone who is a great Torah authority, 

an individual known for his righteousness? I 

certainly do not fall into this category. I am a simple 

Jew.” The Chofetz Chaim responded, “To create a 

Chilul Hashem, you are enough of a Talmid 

Chochom.” Based on this, Rav Yissocher Frand said, 

“I would like to Pasken a Halachah. Every visibly 

religious Jew today has the status of a Talmid 

Chochom, and must be extremely careful with how 

they act around others, because it is too easy to 

create a Chilul Hashem. The people with whom you 

come in contact with, whether with the clerks in the 

supermarket or the attendants at the gas station, 

wherever it may be, each of them looks at you as a 

‘Rabbi’, a ‘Torah Scholar’, or a ‘Great Individual’. 

Today every religious Jew may be mistaken as a 

‘Rabbi’ in the eyes of the public, and this places a 

great responsibility on us to make sure we act in 

ways that will never create a Chilul Hashem, but will 

always make a Kiddush Hashem!” 
 

Pearls of Wisdom…   A Word for the Ages 
Rav Eliezer Yehuda Finkel, zt”l, was the Rosh HaYeshivah of Yeshivas Mir. A few years 

before he passed away, he suffered a heart attack which left him significantly weak. One 

of his students came to visit him one afternoon, and Rav Eliezer Yehuda complained that 

he had no time to sleep. The student asked why he couldn’t rest and the Rosh HaYeshivah 

replied, “Because I must continue my daily learning of seven Blatt (pages) of Gemara and 

ten Perakim of Rambam! How can I sleep when there is so much to do?” The student, a 

little surprised, asked his Rebbe, “Did the Rosh Yeshivah ask the doctor if it is allowed to 

exert yourself so much?”  Rav Eliezer Yehuda told him, “The Rambam clearly writes, 

‘Every person is required to study Torah, even one who is elderly or one who is sick.’     

 I do not have to consult my doctor regarding this. The Rambam, who was a renowned 

and well-respected physician, is certainly good enough of a consultation for me!”        

Rav Eliezer Yehuda soon fully recovered and regained his strength, and was able to 

continue his regular, busy schedule, without any difficulty for a few more years! 

 

 B’Kitzur 
At the end of Shacharis, after Ashrei, Lamenatzei’ach (Tehilim 20) is said on most days, 

except on the following days: Rosh Chodesh, Chanukah, Purim and Shushan Purim, the 14th 

and 15th of Adar I in a leap year, the day before Pesach, the day before Yom Kippur, and 

Tisha B’Av. It is also not said in a house of mourning. On a day when Lamenatzei’ach is not 

said, if it is on a Monday or Thursday, Keil Erech Apayim is also not said when the Aron is 

opened to take out the Torah for Laining. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 25:2) 

 

Rav Avdimi bar Chama taught (Shabbos 88a) that prior to giving the Torah, Hashem held 

the mountain Har Sinai over Bnei Yisroel and told them, “If you accept the Torah, that is good, 

but if not, you will be buried over there”. Rav Yaakov Galinsky explains that Hashem was 

telling the nation that humanity has a tendency to believe that everyone else has it better than 

they do, and every other place is better than where they are. People tend to think that if only 

something would change in their life, things would be better for them and they can succeed. 

Rav Galinsky teaches that if we live a life focused ‘over there’, by looking at everyone else 

and everywhere else, but not at how much we actually have and where we actually are, it will 

bury us. The mindset of ‘over there is better’ will destroy us, and the Gemara is teaching us 

that thinking like this will only cause ourselves to be buried by life ‘over there’. 

 

 שבח והודאה

 לה' יתברך!
 

Baruch Hashem! 
Our  6th Year 
Anniversary 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosh_Yeshiva
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 L’Maaseh      
Rabbi Nachman Seltzer relates a fascinating 

story. One day, Rav Golden, a Rabbi in Los Angeles, 

received a phone call from Rav Finkelman in 

Lakewood, asking for his help. Rav Finkelman 

explained that there was an elderly woman named 

Rose Shapiro who passed away in an old-age home 

not far from Rav Golden’s home. Rose had no 

family, and the home’s policy in these situations was 

to cremate the body. Rav Finkelman explained that 

he did not know this woman, but he asked Rav 

Golden to please make sure that she received a 

proper Jewish burial. Rav Golden was more than 

willing to do this Mitzvah. He contacted the old-age 

home, and asked that they release the body into his 

care so that he could have the woman buried 

according to Jewish law. The home was very happy 

to accommodate, as it was much easier for them not 

to have to bother with the matter. Rav Golden was 

able to arrange for her burial in a local cemetery, and 

felt overjoyed that he was able to perform a Chessed 

Shel Emes, but one thing was still unclear to 

him. How did Rav Finkelman from Lakewood, come 

to be involved with Rose Shapiro, an irreligious 

Jewish woman in Los Angeles? He called Rav 

Finkelman, who explained the amazing turn of 

events. He explained, a nurse named Anne Treverson 

who worked in the old-age home, is a devoted 

caretaker who loves her patients. She felt the home 

truly cared for their residents, but they were lacking 

in the way they handle death. It always bothered her 

when a patient with no family would be 

cremated. Anne knew that many non-Jews did not 

care about this, but she also knew that in the Jewish 

religion it was forbidden. Though it bothered her, 

there was not much she could do about it. When Rose 

passed away, Anne knew that Rose was a Jewish 

woman, and Anne did not want her to be 

cremated. She felt strongly that it was just not 

right. She looked through Rose’s drawers, hoping she 

would find some kind of family member who would 

be willing to save Rose, but she found nothing. Anne 

did not give up. She went to the bookkeeper’s office 

and asked to see Rose’s file. She was not sure what 

she was searching for, but she was hopeful she would 

find something. Suddenly, she found a receipt from a 

Yeshivah in a place called Lakewood, along with a 

letter of appreciation. Anne dialed the number printed 

on the receipt and she reached the Lakewood 

Yeshivah. That was how Rav Finkelman knew about 

Rose Shapiro. Rav Golden asked one more question, 

“How much money did this woman usually send to 

the Yeshivah?  Was it a large donation?”  Rav 

Finkelman laughed and said, “She would usually 

send a check for ten dollars on her birthday!”  Rabbi 

Seltzer explains that Rose’s ten dollar check to 

Tzedakah was sufficient enough for her to merit 

being saved from being cremated! If just ten dollars 

can bring about such a great outcome, imagine the 

outcome when greater amounts are given!  
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 בס"ד

7. One should be careful not to stumble with vows or promises,  

and not to deceive others, whether with money or with words 
 

The Gemara (Bava Metzia 58b) explains that hurting someone else verbally is a 

more serious offence than harming another person financially. The Gemara comments 

about this that regarding the Aveirah of verbal abuse, the Torah says (Vayikra 25:17), 

“And you should fear Hashem your G-d”. This inclusion of fearing Hashem indicates 

the seriousness of the offence of making someone feel bad or insulting others. 

Additionally, the Gemara notes that words that are spoken cannot be reversed. Once 

the verbal damage is done, no apology or excuse can fully reverse that damage. The 

Alshich elaborates on the reason why the Torah includes the words that you should fear 

Hashem, is that we should be aware that when we hurt another person verbally, we are 

not only showing disrespect for that individual, but we are also being disrespectful to 

Hashem. Every Jew has a Divine spark within them. If we insult or ridicule others, we 

are actually attacking the Divine spark that is inside of them as well. The Sefer 

HaChinuch (338) writes that one must refrain from saying or doing anything that even 

appears to be oppressive or offensive speech, and he should realize, as Rashi points out 

(Vayikra 25:17), that Hashem knows one’s true intentions. The Peleh Yo’eitz advises 

that if one is ever in doubt if what he wants to say would hurt someone else, he should 

think to himself, “Would I want another person to say these words to me?” He should 

apply the Halachah of not doing to another what you yourself find hateful. We say on 

Yom Kippur in Vidui by Al Cheit, V’Al Cheit Shechatanu Lifanecha B’Vitui Sefasayim, 

‘We have sinned with the uttering of our lips’. The Siddur HaGra explains this phrase 

with a Pasuk from Mishlei (12:18), ‘One can utter words that are piercing like a 

sword’. The underlying message is: we should think before we speak. 

The Gemara (Taanis 20) relates a story about Rebbi Elazar ben Rebbi Shimon who 

was returning home on his donkey from learning in Yeshivah, and he was extremely 

happy after learning so much Torah. On the way, he encountered an extremely ugly 

person, and we taught by our sages that this was really Eliyahu HaNavi in disguise, 

who had come to test him. As they met, Eliyahu greeted him and said, “Shalom Alecha, 

Rebbi”. However, in his elated mood, Rebbi Elazar did not return the greeting. On the 

contrary, he said, “How ugly you are! Are all the people in your town as ugly as you?" 

Eliyahu answered, “I don’t know, but why don’t you go to the Craftsman that made me 

and tell him what an ugly vessel he produced!” Immediately, Rebbi Elazar realized that 

he had sinned. He lowered himself from his donkey, bowed down in front of the 

stranger, and begged him for forgiveness. Eliyahu said, “I will not forgive you until 

you go to the Craftsman Who created me and tell him how ugly His work is.” Eliyahu 

walked off and Rebbi Elazar followed behind him, all the way to town. As they arrived 

at the town, the townspeople came out to respectfully greet Rebbi Elazar. Eliyahu 

asked them, “Who are you honoring?” The people answered, “The one who is 

travelling behind you.” He said, “If this is a Rabbi, may there not be many like him in 

the Jewish nation!” The people asked what happened, and Eliyahu related the events to 

them. The townsfolk begged Eliyahu to forgive Rebbi Elazar because he was such a 

great scholar. Eliyahu said, “For the sake of this town I will forgive him, on the 

condition that he promises never to act like this again.” Rebbi Elazar then entered the 

Shul and the people assembled there. He said, “A person must always be humble and 

soft like a reed, not arrogant and hard like a cedar tree.” Having this type of attitude, 

Rebbi Elazar taught, will prevent one from saying hurtful thing to others. 
 

אלטר מרדכי מנחם בן אסתר פריידא ,אלעזר בן שרה: לימהשאה לרפו  

יחיאל ברוך הלוי בן ליבה גיטל ,רפאל חיים שאר ישוב בן באבא חיה רבקה  

בתוך שאר חולי ישראלאהרן בן שרה רבקה, ר' אהרן יהודה לייב בן גיטל פייגא   

The Rosh’s Guide to Life 
Orchos Chaim L’HaRosh 


