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 מ ט ו ה ר י ק ה ל כ ת כ

 ש ק ט י כ י ה ר ץ ת ח ב

 ה ל  ד נ כ ר ו ש ש נ ש ך

 ל א ף נ ת ל ט ר ת י י ד

 ת ב ש ד ו   ת א ח ל ד ם ו

 ז ע מ ב א מ מ צ ו ו א י

 א ת י ה ת י ז י א ב ת ע

 מ מ ב ם ו ו ה ץ ד צ ם ב

 פ ח מ ע ק ה ן מ  ע ל ב י

 ק כ ש ש ר נ ע ז ע א ר  ר

 ר מ ח ב א ה ל י א ל ו ו

 מ ס ג  ר ת ע ב ר י ה ם ר

 תבערה נדבה מטוה משה

 תחשים קרשים שבתון מחשבת

מסגרת  בצלאל אהליאב ויכלא  

Word in Parsha that alludes to the concept of not carrying 

on Shabbos between different halachic areas 
BONUS 



 

ANSWER KEY 

 

 מ ט ו ה ר י ק ה ל כ ת כ

 ש ק ט י כ י ה ר ץ ת ח ב

 ה ל  ד נ כ ר ו ש ש נ ש ך

 ל א ף נ ת ל ט ר ת י י ד

 ת ב ש ד ו   ת א ח ל ד ם ו

 ז ע מ ב א מ מ צ ו ו א י

 א ת י ה ת י ז י א ב ת ע

 מ מ ב ם ו ו ה ץ ד צ ם ב

 פ ח מ ע ק ה ן מ  ע ל ב י

 ק כ ש ש ר נ ע ז ע א ר  ר

 ר מ ח ב א ה ל י א ל ו ו

 מ ס ג  ר ת ע ב ר י ה ם ר

 

BONUS ANSWER:    )ויעבירו   )לו:ו  
Moshe told people not to bring from Yisrael’s area to Levy’s area.  This occurred on the 

first Shabbos after Yom HaKippur (2449) 

 



PARSHA SUDOKU 

 פרשת ויקהל 
Place the letters (or image) into each box so that each row 

across and each column down and each box-square will contain all the letters (or images). 

Remember that each letter or image may appear only once in any row, column, or box-square 

BEGINNERS LEVEL (6 x 6) 

 ה ק ר ש י ם
 

 ש     ר

  ם   ק 

   ם י  

   ר ש  

  ר   ש 

 ק     ה

INTERMEDIATE LEVEL (9 x 9) 

 א ד נ י ה ם כ ס ף
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  ה ף  נ   י ס

    ד א ס   

  נ     כ  ם

   י   נ א ם ד

 ם   ס  ד   ה

 ף כ ד ם   נ  

 כ  ם     ה 

    ה ס ף   

 ס ד   ם  י נ 



 

 

 

ADVANCED LEVEL (9 x 9) 

 א ד נ י ה ם כ ס ף
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G-D’S THRONE            כבוד 

  כ   ס  ה נ ם

  נ   כ א   

  י  ם     

 נ      א  

  ם י    ף ד 

   א      ס

      ד  ס 

    נ ף   א 

 ד א ה  י   כ 



PARSHA SUDOKU 

 פרשת ויקהל 
ANSWER KEY 

BEGINNERS LEVEL (6 x 6) 

 ה ק ר ש י ם
 

 ש ה ק ם י ר

 ר ם י ה ק ש

 ה ש ם י ר ק

 י ק ר ש ה ם

 ם ר ה ק ש י

 ק י ש ר ם ה

INTERMEDIATE LEVEL (9 x 9) 

 א ד נ י ה ם כ ס ף
 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVANCED LEVEL (9 x 9) 

 א ד נ י ה ם כ ס ף
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 א ה ף ע נ ם ד י ס

 י ם כ ד א ס ה ף נ

 ד נ ס י ף ה כ א ם

 ה ס י ף כ נ א ם ד

 ם א נ ס י ד ף כ ה

 ף כ ד ם ה א נ ס י

 כ ף ם נ ד י ס ה א

 נ י א ה ס ף ם ד כ

 ס ד ה א ם כ י נ ף

 א כ ד ף ס י ה נ ם

 ף נ ם ה כ א ס י ד

 ה י ס ם ד נ כ ף א

 נ ד ף י ם ס א ה כ

 ס ם י א ה כ ף ד נ

 כ ה א ד נ ף י ם ס

 י ף נ כ א ד ם ס ה

 ם ס כ נ ף ה ד א י

 ד א ה ס י ם נ כ ף



PARSHA GEMATRIA 

VAYAKHEL ויקהל 
 

 30+300+1+400    לעמת

 30+2+4+10+40    המסגרת

 5+300+30+8+50    היו

 30+70+40+400    הטבעת

 5+10+6   452 בתים

 1+400    לבדים

 2+400+10+40 452   לשאת

 5+9+2+70+400    את

 5+40+60+3+200+400    השלחן

Bonus:      __________       Total Gematria value  

 

 לעמת המסגרת היו הטבעת בתים לבדים לשאת את השלחן

The rings were (attached to the legs) adjacent to the frame as holders for the poles with which to carry 

the table (Shmos 37,14) 

 

 

Instructions:  Using the key below for the numeric value of each Hebrew letter, determine:  

1. On the left side enter the numeric value of each word taken from a portion of a verse in the Parsha; 

then place that value in the blue column.   

2. On the right side determine the product of the math operations; then place that value in the tan 

column.   

3. Then match the numbers from the right side to the left side by drawing a line. 

 



It All Adds Up – Pashas VaYakhel 

Fill in the missing numbers so each row, column, and diagonal each adds up!  

• The missing numbers are Hebrew letters valued between 1 and 400.  

• The numbers in each row add up to the number at the right of the row.  

• The numbers in each column add up to the number at the bottom of the column.  

• The numbers in each diagonal line add up the number to the right and above or below the 

diagonal. 

• Use Hebrew letters to enter the missing numbers. 

Bonus: After completion, circle the Hebrew letters for the number of Melachos of Shabbos.  

    
 

261 

 151  י ק ה 

 469 ש  ס ף 

 153  צ ל א ל

 614 ג  ו  ה

 651 ת ר   ה

79 326 202 720 711 940 

Hebrew Letters’ Numerical Value 

 א ב ג ד ה ו ז ח ט י כ ך

20 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

 ל מ ם נ ן ס ע פ ף צ ץ ק ר ש ת

400 300 200 100 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 



 

 

 

 

 

ANSWER KEY 

 

     261 

 151 ו י ק ה ל

 469 ש כ ס ף ט

 153 ב צ ל א ל

 614 ג ת ו ר ה

 651 ת ר ו מ ה

79 326 202 720 711 940 

 

 

 

 

 



BEN DRUSAI בן דרוסאי 
Ben Drusai lived in Israel and was a contemporary of an Amora named Rabbi Yochanan.  Despite Ben Drusai’s 

involvement in illegal activities yet his manner of cooking food is the prototype used by the Talmud to define 

when food is considered edible, called ma’achal ben Drusai. 

The two major opinions regarding the exact measurement of ma’achal ben Drusai are those of Rambam, who 

says that the food is considered edible if it is half cooked, and Rashi, who opines that the fraction is only one-

third.  According to most, the fraction is not the amount of cooking time but the degree to which the food is 

cooked. 

This measurement of ma’achal ben Drusai has importance in two major areas of law: Shabbos 20a - prohibition 

of cooking on Shabbos (once considered edible then no longer violation of the Torah law by further cooking 

on Shabbos); and Avodah Zarah 38b - the prohibition of a non-Jew cooking food (once considered edible then 

no longer prohibited by further cooking by a non-Jew). A remez to this matter of ma’achal ben Drusai is the 

word כלח: (כ for the 20th page of Shabbos and לח for the 38th page of Avodah Zarah) that a food that is still as 

if raw yet cooked to this extent is determined to be a cooked food. 

Why did this person (a well-known thief) merit to have his name mentioned in the Gemara in nine different 

places?  

1. Eiruvim 54a: A person's learning will endure only if makes himself like a wild animal that tramples [prey דורסת] 

and eats immediately (Rashi - immediately after learning, he reviews it; Ben Yehoyada - he does not insist 

that others prepare his needs, and he does not seek to be fed by others);  

Some say, he must be like a Chayah that dirties its food before eating (Maharsha - he is so engrossed in 

learning that he neglects to ensure that his food is prepared nicely, as befits a Chacham).  

If he does so, Hashem Himself prepares a meal for him - "Tachin b'Tovascha le'Ani Elokim".  

Thus, a positive trait of a Talmid Chacham is that one diminishes the time spent with material necessities such 

as eating, in order to increase the learning of Torah and refinement of middos. 

Therefore, Ben Drusai displayed a positive attribute that he would not eat his food completely cooked from 

which we are able to learn a lesson. 

2. Rabbi Moshe from Pano: Ben Drusai was a reincarnation from Chafni the son Eli the Cohen Gadol. Chafni 

was accused of similar actions of stealing by grabbing the Sacrificial meat earlier before its proper time to be 

given to the Cohanim.  Chaza”l possibly sought to offer a fixing of his mistakes by using this action as the 

standard of ma’achal ben Drusai within Jewish law. 

 
The aforementioned definition of ma’achal ben Drusai applies only to dry foods.  For liquids, the temperature at 

which cooking takes place is called “yad soledes bo,” which is defined by the Gemara (Shabbos 40b) as the 

temperature at which a baby’s abdomen would become scalded. Rashi cites a passage in the book of Job 

(6:10), where the term “soledes” means “spontaneously withdrawn.”  In his commentary on Iyov, the Radak 

translates “soledes” in the verse there as “heated” or “boiling.”  

Degrees of cooking: 

• Raw 

• Ma'achal Ben Drusai מאכל בן דרוסאי -- "a food suitable for Ben Drusai.” This is either cooked 1/3 (Rashi) or 

1/2  (Rambam). We generally follow the Rambam (OC 254:2) but may rely on Rashi in cases of pressing 

need (MB 253:38). 

There are two forms of fully cooked foods: 

• Mitztamek v'tov lo )מצטמק וטוב לו( - "shrinking to its benefit." A food that is fully cooked that gets better with 

additional cooking. Examples: cholent; pea soup. 

• Mitztamek v'ra lo )מצטמק ורע לו(- "shrinking to its detriment." A food that is fully cooked that gets worse with 

additional cooking. Examples: a dry cholent; rice; turkey; brownies. 

Eisav eat “Adoshim” (lentils - Bereshis 25,24). He was so gluttonous that he wanted the lentil dish immediately 

even though they were not fully cooked still being red. “Adoshim” has the same numeric value as ma’achal 

ben Drusai (424). 



BETZALEL 
ה: ת־ֹמשֶּ ר־ִצָּוה ְיהָוה אֶּ ן־חּור ְלַמֵטה ְיהּוָדה ָעָשה ֵאת ָכל־ֲאשֶּ ן־אּוִרי בֶּ )שמות לח:כב( ּוְבַצְלֵאל בֶּ  

And Betzalel, son of Uri son of Hur, of the tribe of Yehuda, did all that HaShem commanded Moshe. 

Betzalel was born in the year 2436 (12 years prior to the Exodus). In the year 2449, when he was 13 years old, he 

assisted Moshe in building the Mishkan. 

The Torah tells us that Betzalel built the Mishkan according to the word of HaShem. Rashi points out that the 

Pasuk doesn’t say that Betzalel did what Moshe had commanded him to do, rather, he did what HaShem 

commanded Moshe on Har Sinai. Betzalel had already figured it all out. 

Moshe commanded Betzalel to first build the Kelim (vessels/furnishings) and then build the Mishkan afterwards. 

Betzalel says to Moshe that the custom of the world is to first build the house and then the furnishings. Moshe 

responds that he was right and HaShem had commanded him to first build the Mishkan and then the Kalim. Moshe 

then says ‘B’zal-al’ you were in HaShem’s shadow. (Gem. Berachos 55a) 

All the Achronim ask, how could Moshe forget what was supposed to be done first? Moshe had just taught the 

Torah in its entirety (the day before, Yom Kippur, was the day he came down with the second Luchos and taught 

Kol Hatorah Kulah to Klal Yisroel except for the Parsha of the Mishkan since the Mishkan couldn’t be done on 

Yom Kippur) and now he forgets which was supposed to come first? 

Iit would be very difficult to explain that Moshe forgot such a Pashut Din. We can’t say that HaShem never taught 

Moshe which one to build first because Moshe says clearly, ‘indeed HaShem commanded me to first build the 

Mishkan’. So what in the world is going on with this Medrash? 

The Or HaChayim answers this question back in Parshas Teruma. The Or HaChayim explains (using various 

Medrashim) that HaShem showed Moshe an image of the Mishkan first, and then all of its vessels afterwards. 

After showing Moshe the overall blueprint HaShem then explains each one individually starting with the Aron. 

So it is understandable that Moshe was a bit confused about which one should come first as HaShem had showed 

him the Mishkan first, but when showing him how to build everything, he showed him the Aron first. 

What did HaShem want to be built first? Moshe wasn’t entirely clear until Betzalel explained the logic of how 

Man always builds the house first. With Betzalel’s answer Moshe was able to understand what HaShem wanted 

to be built first and thus Moshe called Betzalel ‘Bzal-al’. (When Moshe said, ‘indeed HaShem commanded me to 

first build the Mishkan’, he meant now I understand that HaShem truly wanted the Mishkan first) 

The Levush Haorah explains this episode in a different way. (First he says anyone who says Moshe didn’t know 

the Pshat is wrong and doesn’t know anything etc.) He says that Betzalel and all Klal Yisroel were confused in 

how Moshe was teaching them how to build the Mishkan. In Parshas Terumah, which Moshe taught first, Moshe 

started by saying the vessels are to be built first (25:9). However, in Parshas Vayakel (35:10) he first says that the 

Mishkan should be built first. All of Klal Yisroel were listening to Moshe and they were confused, which one did 

he want first? 

At that time Betzalel gets up and asks, ‘Moshe which one do you want us to do first, for it makes sense to build 

the Mishkan first etc’. Moshe then responds by saying that Betzalel is a great Chacham, one who knew the answer 

before Moshe had told him. Moshe didn’t forget or was confused; before he taught which one was supposed to 

be built first Betzalel jumped up and answered. Moshe didn’t do it in a confusing way; rather he was telling Klal 

Yisroel that the Aron was really the first because the main reason for the existence of the Mishkan was to bring 

the Shechina down to this world. The Shechina began with the Aron, meaning the Torah.  

Betzalel had five other names: Reaiah ("the seer"), Shobal ("the builder of the dovecote," a synonym for the 

Tabernacle), Yahat ("the dreadful"), Ahumai ("the unifier of Israel"), and Lahad ("one who beautified Israel," or 

"one who was near to the poor"; Ex. R. 40:4). 

After this incident Betzalel is not mentioned in other place. Tzepanas Peneach suggests that Betzalel was not a 

master craftsman but was filled with prophetic spirit to build the Mishkan which left him after the job was finished. 

Seder haDoros states that he was buried in the city of Eruv Tzlel but does not mention the year. 



 

Parsha Pizzazz – VaYakhel 

In last week’s parsha, the Jews got impatient waiting for 
Moshe to come down from Mount Sinai, and they made 
a huge mistake: they made a golden calf and 
worshipped it! Moshe was so angry when he saw this 
that he smashed the first luchot (tablets with the Ten 
Commandments) on the ground. Eventually, HaShem 
forgave the Jews and gave Moshe a new set of luchot. 
In this week’s parsha, Moshe tells the Jewish people 
about HaShem’s instructions for building the Mishkan – 
the last step in achieving complete forgiveness from 
HaShem for the sin of the golden calf. 

  

  

A Time to Build, and a Time to Rest 

 It was Yom Kippur when HaShem forgave the Jews for making the eigel hazahav, the golden calf. The next day, 
Moshe gathered all of the people together and said: 

  

“HaShem is ready to forgive you for making the eigel! There’s only one thing left to do before you are completely 
forgiven – build a beautiful Mishkan, a holy place where we will serve HaShem. When it’s complete, the Shechina 
– HaShem’s holy presence – will rest there. HaShem has given me instructions for this very special building. We’ll 
need help collecting all kinds of materials…” 

  

“Sure! We’ll be glad to help!” the people said. Everyone was in a good mood and anxious to make up for what 
they had done. They were eager to mend their relationship with HaShem, and they were ready and willing to do 
whatever Moshe asked of them. 

  

“Great!” Moshe said. “I’ll tell you all about what we need, in just a minute. But first, I need to give you a very 
important message from HaShem about Shabbat. It’s absolutely essential that you understand that even though 
building the Mishkan is very holy work, still, no work at all can be done on Shabbat. You can work for six days, but 
on Shabbat, everything must come to a complete stop.” 

 

Work, Work, Work 

“There are 39 kinds of melachot – all sorts of work that must be done to make all the special things for the 
Mishkan,“ explained Moshe. “Growing plants for making dye… sewing and weaving… cooking… preparing animal 
skins… and building with wood. These are exactly the same kinds of work that must not be done on Shabbat.” 

  

(But aren’t there many more kinds of work that we are not allowed to do on Shabbat? Yes – that’s because many 
similar types of work are grouped under each of the 39 categories.) 

  

“I will teach you all of the melachot,” Moshe continued. “There are many, each with many intricate details, and 
you’ll need to understand all of them. But let’s begin at the beginning.” 

  

The people listened closely as Moshe explained the laws of Shabbat. 

  



“First of all, planting on Shabbat is not allowed. 
Also, anything connected with growing things is not 
allowed – sowing seeds, plowing, harvesting, and so 
on. These are the kinds of work we’ll need to do to 
grow the plants we’ll need for making the colorful 
dyes for wool, which will be woven into the beautiful 
curtains for the Mishkan.” 

  

Moshe continued explaining all of the 39 
melachot, one by one, each with all of its details. He made sure that everyone understood the laws, so that all of 
the Jewish people could keep Shabbat the way HaShem had instructed. Finally, he came to the very last melacha: 

  

“Melacha number 39: It’s forbidden to carry things from a public area to a private one, or from a private area to a 
public one. When we build the Mishkan, everyone will be carrying things back and forth, bringing me the things 
they’ve made. So, since carrying is one of the kinds of work we’ll do when we build the Mishkan, it’s also one of 
the 39 melachot that we won’t do on Shabbat.” 

 

We’ve Come Bearing Gifts! 

Once everyone understood all of the laws of Shabbat, Moshe announced:  

  

“Fellow Jews! We are ready to begin building our holy Mishkan, and everything in it. In order to build it, we need 
many kinds of materials: gold, silver, and copper… wool, linen, and animal skins… wood, precious gems, and 
olive oil. Anyone who has any of these things may donate as much as desired.” 

  

The people were excited and responded enthusiastically to Moshe’s request. They ran to look through their 
belongings for items that could be used in the Mishkan.  

  

Men gave whatever gold, silver, copper, and wood they had. Women didn’t hesitate to give up their jewelry and 
their copper mirrors. Even children gave whatever they could. 

  

People crowded around Moshe, giving him piles and piles of donated materials. Moshe appointed helpers to 
weigh and measure all of the items, and they could hardly keep up! Faster than anyone had predicted, all of the 
materials needed for the Mishkan were collected…and more. 

  

“Stop! That’s enough!” called Moshe. “The Jewish people are so generous, we already have much more than we 
need! No more donations, please!” 

  

Everyone was pleased to hear this exciting news… that is, everyone except the nesi’im, the leaders of the twelve 
tribes. They were disappointed, because they had not yet given their donations. Of course, they had planned to 
donate materials, but they had decided to let the rest of the people give first. Then they would give whatever was 
still needed after that. 

  



At least that was the plan. But they couldn’t have 
guessed that everything that was needed for the 
Mishkan would be donated so quickly! Well… 
almost everything… 

  

Moshe said to the nesi’im, “I know you meant 
well, but we just don’t need any more gold, silver, 
copper, wood, wool, linen, skins… Wait! There 
are things that we still need. We need the precious 
gems for the Kohein Gadol’s clothes, and olive oil 
for the Menorah, and spices for the incense altar.” 

 
With pleasure, the nesi’im gave Moshe gemstones and oil and spices, very happy to have a part in the great 

mitzvah of building the Mishkan.  

 

A Team Effort 

It was time to build! Betzalel and Ahaliav were in 
charge and did much of the work, but other talented 
men and women helped, too – with everything 
expertly managed by Betzalel and Ahaliav. 
They cut wood, worked with gold and silver, and spun 
wool, to make the holy objects for the Mishkan. 
Everyone who worked for the Mishkan was granted 
special wisdom, so that the Mishkan and everything in 
it would be exactly right. 

  
 

Betzalel took extra-special care in the building of the Aron, since it was the holiest object of all. He made sure it 
was absolutely perfect! In fact, it was so well made that it was never destroyed. Betzalel’s Aron was used in the 
first Beit HaMikdash (Holy Temple), then hidden under the ground beneath it for about 50 years, until the Beit 
HaMikdash was destroyed… and it has remained hidden ever since. It is said that Betzalel’s Aron will be returned 
to us so that we can use it in the third and final Beit HaMikdash! 

  

The people worked with great energy and enthusiasm, until finally, the parts of the Mishkan and all of its beautiful 
furnishings were ready! 

 

Next, it will be Moshe’s job to complete the building of the Mishkan by putting all of the parts together… which will 
take a bit of a miracle… 

 


