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Haazinu-Sukkos 5777 
 

 

The song of Ha’azinu is a summation of Jewish history.  It recounts HaShem’s greatness, 

the human failings of Mankind, and the great saving power that G-d, in His mercy, 

provides.  It conveys how HaShem’s response to our sin is hiding His face, thereby 

allowing challenging times to befall us.  Knowing how this works gives us the key to 

living successfully. 

In Parshas Vayelech (31:19), HaShem commanded that this song be written down, taught 

to the Jewish People, and put into their mouths.  The Baal HaTurim points out that the 

numerical values of those commands correspond to both the Written and Oral Torahs.  

This was not only to be sung, but to be written as Torah and also conveyed as part of the 

tradition passed down to each generation. 

Though written as a song, which is usually memorable, HaShem wanted to ensure that it 

wasn’t seen merely as a piece of poetry, albeit a beautiful one.  He wanted us to realize 

that this is a special tool which we should always have in our kit.  We must study and 

teach our children that HaShem is far beyond our human understanding, but by 

following Him as best we can, we will enjoy success and bounty at every turn. 

The Great Equalizer by Rabbi Yaakov Menken 

(www.Torah.org) 

"You shall dwell in Sukkos for seven days; every 

member of Israel shall dwell in Sukkos. In order that 

you know, for all generations, that I placed the 

Children of Israel to dwell in Sukkos, when I took 

them out of the Land of Egypt; I am HaShem your 

G-d." [23:32-33] 

In what "Sukkos," or booths, did G-d place the 

Children of Israel? Rashi (Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchaki) 

quotes from the Talmud: this refers to the Clouds of 

Glory, which surrounded and protected the Jewish nation during their forty years in the desert. 

The holiday of Sukkos reminds us that we are not self-reliant. This is the time of year when 

people pack up and move inside, and (in agricultural communities) celebrate their good harvest -

- like Thanksgiving in the United States. At exactly this time, G-d tells us that we must move out 

of our homes, and live underneath an all-natural, unfinished roof that doesn't even fully block the 

 



sun. Sukkos is a great equalizer -- whether rich or poor, we are all living under the same 

incomplete roof of "schach." 

Instead of celebrating our good fortune, or worrying about a bad crop, we celebrate our unique 

relationship with HaShem and the protection which He gives us. Like the Jews in the desert, 

surrounded by the Clouds of Glory, we declare that it is not our houses, our own resources, 

which sustain us. 

While we were sitting in his Sukkah, Rabbi Moshe 

Silberberg pointed out the following: when the sun is 

shining, and everything is bright, then we look up -- and it 

doesn't seem as if there is too much schach. It is there, but 

we do not recognize it so much. But at night, when things 

are dark -- that's when you look up, and you really see the 

schach. 

In the best of times, and even more so in the worst, may we 

always merit to recognize G-d's protection! 

A joyous holiday to one and all. 

 

 “You shall dwell in Sukkos (booths) seven days...” 

(Leviticus 23:42)  

There are similarities between Pesach and Sukkos. 

Both are on the fifteenth of the month, both last seven days, and both commemorate 

the Exodus from Egypt. There is a striking difference though. 

On Pesach, we were commanded to gather and remain in our homes. In fact, in 

Egypt we were commanded NOT to go out. Today, we have a Seder and sit together 

with our loved ones inside the house. On Sukkos, however, we celebrate outdoors, not 

in our homes. 

In an agrarian society, when Autumn is the harvest season, this makes perfect sense. 

On Pesach, our crops are in the field. We might look for our success outside our home. 

Therefore, we gather inside and recognize that our well-being comes from HaShem’s 

gracious hand and we don’t look at what’s outside. 

On Sukkos, we have gathered our produce and brought it indoors. This time HaShem 

says, “Go out. Don’t look at what’s in the house. Now that the fields are empty, reflect 

and remember that I sustained you in the desert where there were no crops.” 

One message; two different ways of getting it. – Rabbi Jonathan Gewirtz 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

Words to Live By: A man who had tremendous success with troubled teens was asked 

the secret for his success.  “It is the same method for dealing with anyone,” he 

replied.  “Spouses, colleagues, children, even yourself.” 

“My goal is to help them imagine what they could be tomorrow, not dwell on what 

they are today.” 

 


