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“And Chamor spoke with them, saying 'The soul of my son Shechem 

longeth for your daughter. I pray you, give her unto him to wife.’”(Gen. 34:8) 

A tragedy occurred.  Dina, the holy daughter of our patriarch Yaakov, was kidnapped and violated.  

The perpetrator was none other than the local prince, Shechem. (The city is named after him.)  

After the act, he wished to make her his wife so his father, the king, came to speak to Yaakov to 

negotiate a marriage proposal. 

The archaic language notwithstanding, the conversation gives us an insight in the experienced 

mind of an elder, regardless of what nation he represents.  While the boy was impetuous in his 

taking of the beautiful maiden, his father understood more about what’s important in life, especially 

to the Jews. 

First, he addressed the fact that this was not mere infatuation.  His son truly admired Dina and saw 

greatness in her.  This, the verse tells us, is step one.  In the next verse, Chamor continues by saying 

that the family of Yaakov should marry their daughters and give their daughters to the boys of 

Shechem in marriage.  He tells them to do business in the land and settle down. 

At that point, Shechem jumps in.  “I’ll do anything you 

ask.  Ask for any dowry amount and I’ll pay it.”  This was 

his youthful impulsiveness again.  He began to focus on 

the fast cash the brothers would receive.  He thought that 

would be more appealing to them. 

The contrast in what’s important is striking.  To the young 

man, the maiden is a conquest to be won, a trophy to be 

had, even if he does love her very much.  It’s a deal he 

wishes to strike instantly.  He values the money as a means of getting what he wants, expecting it to 

mean as much to Yaakov’s family.  It doesn’t as the Jewish people have a very different set of 

values. 

Chamor discussed a spiritual side.  He spoke of a deep longing in the soul, not just a frivolous 

infatuation.  This is what Jewish relationships are about.  They are not the flavor of the month, but 

a decision to work on a relationship constantly, be it with our spouse, our friends, or our Father. 

He told them to become part of his community, to be involved with others.  This is what we do.  

We care for others when they are in need, and they do the same for us.  Not because we demand it, 

but because we are family. 

Of course, these words fell on deaf ears because though the values were correct, Yaakov and his 

sons knew that these were not the values of Chamor and his people.  If Shechem could attack a girl, 

and his subjects remain quietly complicit, the city was wicked and there could/should never be a 

close bond between them and the family of Yisrael. 



Lessons from the Sages Through the Ages from the Pages 

When Rabbi Yechezkel Abramsky was a dayan, a Rabbinical Court judge, in 
London, his lectures were attended by many people.  Another dayan, whose 
lectures were rather sparsely attended, questioned him. 

“We both know,” began his colleague, “that I can learn Torah just as well as you 
can.  We also know that you speak English just as poorly as I do.  Why, then, is it 
that people flock to your lectures but nobody comes to mine?” 

“The difference,” said R’ Chatzkel with a smile, “is that when you lecture, you 
think about how poorly you speak. When I get up 
to talk, on the other hand, I’m focused on how 

well I learn.”    Our vision is based on what we 
choose to see.  Choose wisely, my friends! 

Now You Know! 

The eighth verse of this, the eighth parsha in the 

Torah, famously begins with the words, “Katonti, I 

have become small from all the kindness and truth You 

have done for Your servant.” 

The numbers are important because the Gemara says 

that a righteous person should have an eighth of an eighth of arrogance.  The idea is that 

he needs this to stand up for the Torah he represents but should not be prideful in his 

knowledge.  The Vilna Gaon says that is a reference to this verse which is the 8th verse in 

the 8th parsha, in which Yaakov fears the good bestowed upon him will use up his merits. 

An important part of the Torah’s tradition is the trop, or cantillation marks, which 

indicate the tune to which the words should be pronounced. 

Historically the word Katonti has been chanted with an upward crescendo called, “azla 

geiresh.”  This seems counterintuitive to the point 

of Yaakov’s diminution.  There is another way, 

however, which uses the decrescendo sound called 

‘revi’i.’ Some believe this “sounds” more appropriate. 

In truth, by looking at the meanings of the names 

of these marks, we see they both fit.  The upward 

sound’s name means, “it goes away.”  The higher one 

goes in wealth and power, it does not mean he is 

closer to G-d, but rather he is moving further away.   

In contrast, the word revi’i means four.  When 

starting from an eighth and reaching a fourth, one has grown.  That only happens when 

one is humble and lowers himself. 

 


