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אתם נצבים היום כלכם לפני ד' אלקיכם, ראשיכם “ 29:1

 ”שבטיכם זקניכם ושטריכם כל איש ישראל

“You are standing today, all of you, before Hashem 

your G-d: the heads of your tribes, your elders, and your officers – 

all the men of Yisroel.”  The previous Parsha discussed the Tochacha, 

where Klal Yisroel were warned what would happen to them if they 

did not heed the Torah.  Moshe Rabbeinu is about to leave this 

world, and he looks to impart messages to Klal Yisroel so that they 

can go on without him, and be Zoche to the ultimate Geulah.  Why 

does Moshe Rabbeinu begin with, “אתם” – “you?”  Who else could 

he potentially be speaking to other than Klal Yisroel? As the days of 

Yomim Nora’im fast approach, we have much to think about.  

Immediately after Rosh Hashanah, we have a fast day called Tzom 

Gedaliah to commemorate the death of the Tzaddik Gedaliah.  Why 

do we have a fast day for the death of Gedaliah, and not for any of 

the other great Tzaddikim who were killed throughout the 

generations? The following Divrei Torah will expound on these 

topics, and support the P’shat offered in the closing paragraph. 

וישמעו כל שרי החילים אשר בשדה “ – Perek 40-41 – ירמיה 

 All“ – ”המה ואנשיהם כי הפקיד מלך בבל את גדליהו בן אחיקם בארץ

of the officers of the army that were in the field – they and their 

men – heard that the King of Bavel (Nevuchadnetzar) had appointed 

Gedalyahu, son of Achikam, over the land.”  Gedaliah was given the 

chance to help Klal Yisroel rebuild, while keeping the laws of the 

land dictated by the king, Nevuchadnetzar.  Yishmael Ben Nesanyah 

was sent by the king of Amon to kill Gedaliah.  One of Gedaliah’s 

trusted advisors, Yochanon Ben Karei’ach, warned Gedaliah that 

Yishmael was being sent to kill him.  Yochanon beseeched Gedaliah 

to allow him to go secretly and kill Yishmael, so that Gedaliah would 

remain alive and in power, and continue to grow the Jewish nation 

in the Land.  Gedaliah refused to hear of it, and said that Yochanon 

was saying lies about Yishmael; there was no truth to it.  Yochanon 

came along with ten people to eat a feast with Gedaliah; he killed 

Gedaliah along with others.  When Klal Yisroel heard that the 

governor that had been appointed, Gedaliah, had been assassinated, 

they feared the wrath of the king of Bavel, Nevuchadnetzar.  They 

feared he would see this as the Jewish nation rebelling, so they had 

no choice but to flee the country.   

 Gedaliah was naïve in not – ”גדליהו בו אחיקם“ – 61b – נדה 

heeding the words of Yochanon Ben Korei’ach at all.  We learn an 

important lesson from this story, that although one must never 

accept Loshon Hara, he should take note of it, and where necessary 

protect himself appropriately.  (Gedaliah was a great man, and he 

could not fathom that a fellow Yid would ever consider killing him.  

He had demonstrated great strength in his acts of trying to rebuild 

Klal Yisroel, unfortunately for Klal Yisroel he was not wise enough to 

beware of enemies lurking where he never expected).   

י"רש   – 29:12 “ לעם ולמען הקים אתך היום ל ” – “In order to 

establish you today as a people to Him.”  The Medrash Agadah asks 

why is the Parsha of “אתם נצבים” near the Parsha of the Klolos 

(curses)?  Klal Yisroel heard one hundred Klolos minus two (98), 

besides the forty nine in Toras Kohanim.  Their faces turned pallid 

upon hearing these curses.  Moshe consoled them and said, “You 

are standing here today.” Although you have angered Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, He will never destroy the nation of Klal Yisroel.    

ופרחתם ס   - 29:9 “ אלקיכם' אתם נצבים היום כלכם לפני ד ” – 

Yaakov Avinu lived for 147 years.  Tosfos in Meseches Pesachim 

117a says that K’neged the 147 years of Yaakov Avinu’s life there are 

147 Mizmorim in Tehillim.  These 147 Mizmorim of Tehillim protect 

against the 49 curses stated in Toras Kohanim, and the 98 (total 

curses 147) in Mishna Torah.  Rashi says that in Mishna Torah there 

are 100 minus 2 curses – there are actually 100 curses of which 2 of 

them are not stated.  These are above the 147 and there are no 

Mizmorim to counteract them.  Klal Yisroel were petrified of these 

two curses.  Moshe Rabbeinu told them not to fear.  Just as they are 

standing today, Klal Yisroel will always have a Kiyum.  Although the 

light of Moshe Rabbeinu was about to be extinguished, there would 

be a new light, that of Yehoshua.  It is through the death of the 

Tzaddikim that Klal Yisroel has a Kiyum, and there will always be new 

ones to light the way for Klal Yisroel.     

“ 29:9 - דגל מחנה אפרים  ' אתם נצבים היום כלכם לפני ד

 .is eternal אמת The Zohar Hakodosh 2:116 says that – ”אלקיכם

Perhaps that is the meaning of the Gemara in Ta’anis 5b which says 

that Yaakov Avinu did not die.  The Gemara is telling us that the trait 

of אמת which Yaakov Avinu represented is eternal. There is a Remez 

to this in our Posuk – “אתם“ – ”אתם נצבים” is the same letters as 

   .This alludes to this point that Emes is eternal  ”.אמת“

 is the same letters ”אתם“ – ”אתם נצבים“ 29:9 – חומת אנך 

as “אמת”.  In the Zechus of Yaakov Avinu on whom it says, “ תתן אמת

קבליע ”, and in the Zechus of three Avos, יעקב, יצחק, אברהם  – the 

last letters of their name is “קמב,” which has the same Gematria as 

 Klal Yisroel are standing in judgment with the Zechus of the  ”.נצב“

three Avos Hakdoshim.  The Avos come to judgment on behalf of 

Klal Yisroel with Shefa from the fifty gates of Binah, to help protect 

Klal Yisroel from any harm. In addition, they have the Zechus of אמת, 

which represents the Torah, which is also called Emes.  Yaakov 

represented Emes – the Torah.  Klal Yisroel come to judgment with 

both Zechus Avos, and the Zechus of being Mekabel the Torah, 

which is what sustains the entire world.   

אתם נצבים היום כלכם לפני “ 29:9 - מלבוש לשבת ויום טוב 

אלקיכם' ד ” – The word “אתם” has the Trop of a Pashta, and when 

one reads it from the Torah, it is as if the word stands alone.  This 

alludes to the point that אתם is the letters of אמת, and 

unfortunately, nowadays, אמת, truth, stands alone in a corner.  

Truth is missing from this world.  It is only with the coming of 

Moshiach that we will see real אמת, as it says in the Zohar 

Hakodosh.   

“ 29:9 - שפתי כהן  אלקיכם' אתם נצבים היום כלכם לפני ד ” – 

It says in the Medrash Tanchuma that when other nations of the 

world receive afflictions, they become angry with Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu, and they do not mention His Name.  Conversely, when Klal 

Yisroel receive afflictions, they humble themselves before Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu.  Tehillim 116:3,13 “ כוס ישעות אשא ובשם ... צרה ויגון אמצא

אקרא' ד ” – “Distress and grief I would find…The cup of salvation I will 

raise, and the Name of Hashem I will invoke.” Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

tells Klal Yisroel that He inflicts them with pain – curses, but it is all 

for their good.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu cleanses Klal Yisroel in this 

world, so that they should be Zoche to all goodness in Olam Habah.   

“ – 18b – ראש השנה   בתשרי שבו נהרג ' זה ג, צום השביעי

ישמעאל בן נתניה הרגו ללמדך ששקולה , ומי הרגו. גדליה בן אחיקם

 – The fast of the Seventh – ”מיתתן של צדיקים כשריפת בית אלקינו

that refers to the third day of Tishrei (which is the seventh month of 

the year) on which Gedaliah Ben Achikam was killed.  Who killed 

him?  Yishmael Ben Nesanyah killed him, and this is to teach us that 
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the death of Tzaddikim is equivalent to the burning of the house of 

our G-d(all of the other fast days mentioned by the Gemara are 

connected to the Churban Bais Hamikdash. Where does Tzom 

Gedaliah fit into this? So the Gemara explains the connection).  

“ – Rosh Hashanah 18b – פני יהושע  בתשרי שבו נהרג ' זה ג

ישמעאל בן נתניה הרגו ללמדך, ומי הרגו. גדליה בן אחיקם ” – Why 

was it necessary here for the Gemara to tell us who killed Gedaliah, 

when the point of the matter is that there was a fast day because he 

was killed?  There were many great Tzaddikim who were killed by 

Goyim, and Chazal did not institute a fast on those days.  The reason 

is that being that the death of Tzaddikim are a Kapparah, although it 

is still a Tzarah, the pain is minimized by Klal Yisroel receiving an 

atonement.  However, Gedaliah was killed by Yishmael Ben 

Nesanyah, who was a Jew.  Here we cannot say that the death of 

Gedaliah is a Kapparah, but rather it is even worse for Klal Yisroel, 

for they need to answer how one of their own killed this great 

Tzaddik and caused such tragedy to Klal Yisroel.  Being that there 

was no Kapparah, a fast was instituted on that day, and that is why 

the Gemara tells us who killed Gedaliah for that is pertinent to know 

that it was a Jew who killed him, and that is the cause for a fast.  

Although Zechariah and Yeshaya were also killed by Jews, being that 

they were killed when the Bais Hamikdash stood, a fast was not 

instituted those days.   

 On the words in the – ”כתב רבינו ירוחם“ – 549 – בית יוסף 

Tur that Gedaliah died on the third of Tishrei, Rabbeinu Yeruchum 

says that Gedaliah was killed on Rosh Hashanah, and the fast was 

pushed off until after Yom Tov, and is therefore on the third of 

Tishrei.  (The Tur over here, as well as the Rambam in Ta’aniyos 5:2, 

seem to be of the opinion that the actual date of death of Gedaliah 

was on the third of Tishrei, and not on Rosh Hashanah.  The Turi 

Even brings a third opinion, and says that Gedaliah was actually 

killed on the second of Tishrei).   

א"מהרש   - Rosh Hashanah 18b – “ בתשרי שבו נהרג ' זה ג

ישמעאל בן נתניה הרגו ללמדך, ומי הרגו. גדליה בן אחיקם ” – The 

reason that a fast was instituted for the death of Gedaliah, and not 

many other great Tzaddikim, is because of the domino effect that 

was caused by Gedaliah’s death.  Gedaliah’s death caused Klal 

Yisroel to leave Eretz Yisroel and flee to Mitzrayim, which was 

against the words of the Navi Yirmiyah.  An additional reason is 

because this heinous act was done during the Aseres Yemei 

Teshuva, days when Yishmael and all of Klal Yisroel were to be 

contemplating Teshuva.  This inflicted much pain on Klal Yisroel, and 

therefore a fast was instituted.   

“ – Rosh Hashanah 18b - ערוך לנר  בתשרי שבו נהרג ' זה ג

ישמעאל בן נתניה הרגו ללמדך, ומי הרגו .גדליה בן אחיקם ” – Gedaliah 

was hit by ten people together with Yishmael Ben Nesanyah. One 

may have thought that being that they all hit him, they are all 

exempt from the death of Gedaliah.  Therefore, we are told that it 

was Yishmael who killed him.  While they all hit him, Yishmael alone 

gave the blow which killed him, and he is held fully responsible for 

his death.   

“ – Rosh Hashanah 18b - בן יהוידע    ישמעאל בן , ומי הרגו

 The Turei Even asks why the Gemara needed to tell us here – ”נתניה

who killed Gedaliah.  Another question is, why were Chazal Mesaken 

a fast because of the death of Gedaliah, but not many other great 

Tzaddikim?  The Gemara tells us who killed Gedaliah so that we 

understand why there is a fast because of his death.  The other great 

Tzaddikim who were killed by non-Jews, it had already been decreed 

in Shomayim that they would die.  The non-Jew fulfilled what was 

already decreed.  However, here, by Gedaliah, it was a Jew who 

killed him.  There had been no decree in Shomayim that Gedaliah 

should be killed.  Yishmael Ben Nesanyah used his Bechirah, choice, 

and killed Gedaliah.  It is because of this terrible catastrophe that 

happened, that a Jew killed the Tzaddik although there was no 

decree against him in Shomayim, that there is a fast.  (Zechariah was 

also killed by a Jew, but by him it had already been decreed in 

Shomayim that he would be killed, as the Arizal explains with the 

secrets of Gilgul).  An additional reason for Gedaliah’s death being a 

reason for a fast day, is because he was killed by a Jew, it created a 

great Chillul Hashem.  The wicked Nevuchadnetzar, the enemy of 

Klal Yisroel, was kind to the Jews and allowed them to rebuild, and 

then a Jew came along and destroyed what was left of Klal Yisroel.   

“ 29:9  - דעת משה  אלקיכם' אתם נצבים היום כלכם לפני ד ” – 

This Parsha is always read before Rosh Hashanah, and it is to teach 

us how we are to act when we stand before the Melech Malchei 

Hamlachim, Hakodosh Boruch Hu, in judgment.  “היום” – “today” 

refers to Rosh Hashanah, as it says in the Zohar Hakodosh – Pinchos 

231a.  “כלכם” – All of Klal Yisroel must stand together as a united 

front, with great Achdus on the holy day of Rosh Hashanah – “ כאיש

בלב אחד, אחד ” – “Like one man, with one heart”, just as when Klal 

Yisroel received the Torah Hakdosha.  If this is done then, “ ' לפני ד

   .we will be Zoche to be judged in front of Hashem, our G-d– ”אלקיכם

 Perhaps now we can understand what “אתם” means, and 

why Chazal instituted a fast on the third day of Tishrei, for the death 

of Gedaliah Ben Achikam.  Gedaliah’s death, according to some, may 

have been on Rosh Hashanah, though all agree that it was definitely 

during the Aseres Yemei Teshuva – the ten days of Teshuva.  Rosh 

Hashanah is the first day of Aseres Yemei Teshuva and it ends with 

Yom Kippur.  What are we supposed to be doing during these days?  

These are very holy days, where Hakodosh Boruch Hu is nearby, and 

we must think about what we have done, and what we will plan to 

do.  We must regret our sins, and look to a more promising future, a 

future where we will better heed the words of our Master.  The 

word “אתם” must have great meaning to us.  It is the word “אמת” 

which is what Yaakov Avinu was - the paradigm of אמת.  Yaakov 

Avinu was a culmination of his father and grandfather – the Avos 

Hakdoshim.  The 147 years of Yaakov Avinu’s life, multiplied by three 

(for the three Avos) is the same Gematria as “אמת.”  We stand 

before Hakodosh Boruch Hu on the Day of Judgment with the 

Zechus Avos, and the Zechus Hatorah – which is also אמת.  There is 

one last part of the formula, and that is Klal Yisroel acting with 

Achdus.  The murder of Gedaliah was so devastating to Klal Yisroel 

on many levels.   Klal Yisroel were in the rebuilding stage in Eretz 

Yisroel, and the murder of Gedaliah destroyed everything, and 

caused them to be exiled from the land.  The most devastating part 

of it was that it was a Yid who killed Gedaliah.  How could a Yid have 

committed such an atrocity, especially during the days of Aseres 

Yemei Teshuva, days in which a Yid must use great introspection into 

life? Chazal were Mesaken a fast – Tzom Gedaliah, to remind us that 

we must act with Achdus – and that we must WAKE UP, for the Days 

of Judgment are upon us.  May we be Zoche to truly regret our past 

sins with a firm resolve to make this coming year a better year of 

Ruchniyos – and may we all be Zoche to a כתיבה וחתימה טובה. 



                                     L'zecher Nishmas R’ Yehuda Ben R’ Chaim,  R’ Nissan Ben R’ Shmuel, Mala Frimet Bas R’ Yeshaya Menachem / Zechus for a Shidduch for Freidel Shaindel Bas Mindel Miriam                                       ד"בס  

For questions, comments, to purchase “Parshah Pshetl”, or to get a weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha- Please email: ParshaPshetel@gmail.com  Thank you, Y. Schechter 

Tehillim 24 – “ לדוד מזמור, לד' הארץ ומלואה, תבל וישבי

 ”בה

“By Dovid a psalm, the earth is to Hashem and its fullness, 

the inhabited land and those who dwell in it.”  Many have the Minhag to say 

this chapter of Tehillim on Rosh Hashanah night, before the completion of 

Davening Ma’ariv.  The Aron Kodesh is opened, and each verse is recited by 

the Chazzan and repeated by the congregation.  It is to be said slowly and 

with great emotion.   What are we to understand from this chapter of 

Tehillim, that seems to be of great importance, as we are told to recite it on 

the nights of Rosh Hashanah, as well as on Yom Hakippurim? The following 

Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, and perhaps support the P’shat 

offered in the closing paragraph.  

י"רש   – Shabbos 119a – “ הארץ' לד ” – The Gemara tells us of an 

extremely wealthy individual who lived in Ludkia and before serving his lavish 

banquet he would always have this verse (Tehillim 24:1) recited.  Rashi 

explains that we are not allowed to have Hana’ah, benefit, from this world 

until we bless Hashem with making a Brocha.   

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר   – Tehillim 24:1 “לדוד מזמור” – This is one of 

the few psalms which begin with the superscription לדוד מזמור instead of 

 tells us that לדוד מזמור The Chachomim explain that the phrase  .מזמור לדוד

when Dovid Hamelech wrote this psalm, he did not do so in order to raise his 

downcast spirit to exultation on the wings of his song.  Instead, it tells us that 

Dovid was already filled with inspiration from before, and employed a 

medium of song only to express this Divinely sent enthusiasm.  The few 

verses of this brief psalm contain the most profound truths that any mortal 

lips were ever privileged to utter concerning the ways of Hashem in the 

history of man.  

“ – Rosh Hashanah – ויגד יעקב  ל לומר בליל "המנהג על פי האריז

הארץ ומלואה' ראש השנה מזמור לד ” – “It is the Minhag according to the 

Arizal (Pri Eitz Chaim 25:87) to say the Mizmor, song, of Lashem Ha’aretz 

Umlo’ah.”  It is brought down in the Seforim Hakdoshim that saying this 

Mizmor is a Segulah for Parnassah, for one’s livelihood.  Although all Segulos 

are based on Sod, and we don’t really understand the reason, nonetheless 

we will try to explain a reason.  The Midrash says – “ כל מה שישראל אוכלין

ז הוא בשביל האמונה"בעוה ” – “Everything that Klal Yisroel eat in this world, is 

in the Zechus of Emunah.”  The Yismach Moshe has a question as to why 

there is no reward for Mitzvos in this world.  There is a Halachah that an 

employer must pay his worker the same day the service was provided.  We 

know that Hakodosh Boruch Hu keeps the entire Torah (Yerushalmi, Rosh 

Hashanah 1:3).  If so, how could he not follow the Torah and pay those who 

perform Mitzvos on the same day – in this world?  The answer is that the 

Torah was given through a Shliach, a messenger, Moshe Rabbeinu.  The 

Halachah is that if one employs someone through a Shliach, the Halachah to 

pay on the same day of the service does not apply.  Being that the Torah was 

given through a Shliach, Hakodosh Boruch Hu does not need to pay on the 

same day.  This answer is good for all of the Mitzvos of the Torah except for 

the first two of the Aseres Hadibors, Anochi, and Lo Yihyeh Lecha, for those 

two were given to Klal Yisroel directly from Hakodosh Boruch Hu and not 

through a Shliach (Makkos 24a).  Therefore for these two Mitzvos, Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu does pay on this world – one does receive reward.  This explains 

the Medrash – everything Klal Yisroel receive on this world, is all in the 

Zechus of their Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu, the Mitzvah of Anochi, 

which Hakodosh Boruch Hu gives reward for in this world.   On Rosh 

Hashanah we want to be Zoche to a year of Parnassah, therefore the Segulah 

for that is to accept upon ourselves with Emunah Shlaima, complete faith, 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu Was, Is, will Be, and “מלכותו בכל משלה” – “And His 

kingdom reigns over all” (Tehillim 103:19).  If one will have the complete 

faith, he will therefore be Zoche to have Parnassah.   The Psalm begins by 

stressing, “ הארץ ומלואה תבל וישבי בה' לד ” – “The earth is Hashem’s, and its 

fullness, the inhabited land and those who dwell in it” – that the fact that we 

are standing here today is all from the Hashpa’ah of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  

Posuk 2 – “כי הוא על ימים יסדה” – “For He founded it upon seas” – This refers 

to the beginning of creation – the fact the Hakodosh Boruch Hu was ועל “ ,היה

 the הוה And upon rivers established it” – this refers to“ – ”נהרות יכוננה

present.  The Psalm ends - Posuk 10 – “ צבקות הוא מלך הכבוד סלה' ד ”- 

“Hashem, Master of Legions, He is the King of Glory – Selah!”  סלה is the 

Gematria of 95, which the Seforim Hakdoshim say that Le’asid Lavo, when 

Moshiach will come, the world will see clearly the Names of Hashem of 

Adnus and Havayah ( ה-ו-ה-י  י-נ-ד-א ), which together equal 95. This 

represents the יהיה, the future – במהרה בימינו אמן.  

להתפלל מעומקא דליבא שיתקדש שמו “ – יסוד ושורש העבודה    

 To Daven from the depths of his heart that he should“ – ”יתברך לכל האומות

be Mekadesh Hakodosh Boruch Hu to all nations.”  Brothers and friends, it is 

worthy to know that the theme of almost all the Tefilos recited on Rosh 

Hashanah and Yom Kippur are all to be Mekadesh Hakodosh Boruch Hu to all 

nations in all of the world.  For that is the Ikar, the main part, of Tefilah 

during these Yomim Nora’im.  Therefore, one should be careful that one 

should have tremendous heartache and to cry of the Chillul Shem Shomayim.  

There are many who say to us, “Where is your G-d, let Him come and save 

you.”  The Shechina is in Golus with us.  We must yearn for the ultimate 

Geulah, when the world will know Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and there will never 

again be a Chillul Hashem.  One should have in his thoughts – that until when 

will the Name of Hakodosh Boruch Hu be desecrated among the nations of 

the world, and I wait and yearn for the day when the whole world will know 

that there is no g-d except Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  These thoughts should be 

accompanied with wailing and tears, and should come from the depths of the 

one’s heart.     

 The – ”להתפלל על חיים נצחיים“ – Rosh Hashanah – יערות דבש 

Zohar Hakodosh is exceedingly angry at those who are Mispalel on Rosh 

Hashanah and Yom Hakippurim only for sustenance and all of their needs for 

this world.  For one who does this is called like a bad dog, who seeks and 

requests his food.  The Ikar that one must be Mispalel for is eternal life, life in 

Olam Habah.  That which one is Mispalel for his physical needs is so that he 

can be Mekayeim the Torah and to fix his misdeed, and then he will maybe 

have hope in the next world.  So states the Yerushalmi, Avodah Zara 3:1 – 

One hour of Torah and Ma’asim Tovim in this world is better than all of Olam 

Habah.  The reason for this is so that the way to achieve eternal life in Olam 

Habah, is by learning Torah and performing Mitzvos in this world.  All of 

one’s Tefilos and requests on behalf of matters of this world should all be 

with the intention that by having these things of Gashmiyos, one should be 

able to serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu in a better fashion – that he should not 

have matters of Olam Hazeh that distract him from his serving Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu in the optimal manner. This applies to all requests for health, 

livelihood, and everything else.   If Hakodosh Boruch Hu were to give a 

person wealth, the person must know that the reason for it is to give much 

Tzedakah, and perform a lot of Chesed with it.  The Ikar of the Tefilos is for 

eternal life.  

א מבעלזא"מהר   – Rashi Tehillim 24:9 “פתחי עולם” – “everlasting 

entrances.”  This means “פתחים שקדושתן עולמית” – “Openings that have 

eternal Kedusha.”  What is the meaning of Rashi?  There is a Braisa that says 

that although there were doors to the Heichal in the first Bais Hamikdash, 

they were never closed.  Why were they open?  It was open for as it says in 

Shulchan Aruch 94:1 – If one is standing outside of Eretz Yisroel, he should 

face towards Eretz Yisroel, and he should also have Kavanah towards 

Yerushalayim, the Bais Hamikdash, and the Kodshei Kodshim.  This is a 

Remez that all Tefilos go through the path of the Bais Hamikdash on their 

journey to Shomayim.  The doors are always open so that all of the Tefilos 

can enter Shomayim through there.  This is the meaning of Rashi, that the 

doors are opened for Kedusha, so that the Tefilos can always enter the 

heavens.  Bereishis Rabbah 69:7 – Hakodosh Boruch Hu showed Yaakov 

Avinu the building of the Bais Hamikdash, and its destruction.  Yaakov Avinu 

saw that Klal Yisroel would have an exceedingly difficult time surviving the 

Golus.  Yaakov wanted to prepare for Klal Yisroel through the generations, 

when they would not be Zoche to have a Mikdash, that they should still have 

a place that has Kedusha of the Bais Hamikdash.   Megilah 29a – Yechezkel 

 – ”And it will be for them as a small Mikdash“ – ”ואהי להם למקדש מעט“ 11:16
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This refers to the Batei K’neisiyos and Batei Medroshos.  In all places that Klal 

Yisroel will toil in Torah, they will be Zoche to the Kedushas Bais Hamikdash.  

Tehillim 24:5 “ וצדקה מאלקי ישעו', ישא ברכה מאת ד ” – “He will receive a 

blessing from Hashem, and just kindness from the G-d of his salvation.” The 

“blessing from Hashem” was that Hakodosh Boruch Hu uprooted Har 

Hamoriah and came towards Yaakov Avinu.  That was a preparation for 

future generations that even when they did not have the Bais Hamikdash, 

the Kedushas Bais Hamikdash will come to them when they learn Torah.  

Tehillim 24:6 “ מבקשי פניך יעקב סלה, זה דור דרשיו ” – “This is the generation 

for those who seek Him, those who strive for Your Presence, the nation of 

Yaakov Selah.”  In every generation, even in Golus, when Klal Yisroel will 

enter the Batei K’neisiyos and the Batei Medroshos to seek Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu, they can achieve it through what Yaakov Avinu accomplished.  We can 

achieve the Kedushas Bais Hamikdash even when the Bais Hamikdash is not 

standing.  This is the meaning of the words of Rashi that the opening is 

eternal Kedusha – we can always achieve Kedushas Bais Hamikdash.   

א מבעלזא"מהר   – Tehillim 24:10 “ צבקות ' מי הוא זה מלך הכבוד ד

'צבא ד comes from a Loshon of ”צבקות“ The word – ”הוא מלך הכבוד סלה  

being in the army of Hashem.  That is, that in all places and in all times, even 

in Golus, we are in the army of Hashem, for we have the Kedushas Bais 

Hamikdash with us, סלה, for eternity.   

ש מבעלזא"מהר   – Tehillim 24:5 “ וצדקה מאלקי ' ישא ברכה מאת ד

 He will receive a blessing from Hashem, and just kindness from the“ – ”ישעו

G-d of his salvation.” There are people who have no Da’as, no understanding, 

that when they receive Brocha of money, or in matters of Ruchniyos, they 

believe that it is their own might and wisdom that brought them what they 

received.  Therefore, Dovid Hamelech says, “ישא ברכה” – If you carry Brocha, 

you receive Brocha; “ 'מאת ד ” – you must know that it is from Hashem, and 

do not say that it is your own doing. Then there are those who recognize that 

it is from Hashem, but they believe that they deserved what they received 

because of their righteousness.  To that notion, Dovid Hamelech says, “ וצדקה

 know that it is Tzedakah from Hashem, and you are not worthy – ”מאלקי ישעו

of receiving it for your actions.   

“ – Rosh Hashanah Drush 39 – קהלת יעקב  הוא כשמתגלה ' כבוד ד

לוםבדרכי ש ” – Tehillim 24:7-10 – “ הוא מלך הכבוד סלה...שאו שערים ” – What 

is the meaning of these Pesukim?  Megilah 10b – Hakodosh Boruch Hu is not 

joyous with the fall of the wicked – for they too are His creation. When the 

nations of the world desecrate the Name of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, as Paroah 

and Sancheirev did, Hakodosh Boruch Hu causes miracles to occur, which 

make it apparent to all that Hakodosh Boruch Hu runs the world.  However, 

that does not bring honor to Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  However, if the nations 

of the world will recognize Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and they will follow His Will, 

that is true honor.  Shemos Rabbah 8:1 – Tehillim 24:7 “מלך הכבוד” – Why is 

Hashem called the King of honor, it is for He separates from his honor, and 

gives those who fear Him.  Tehillim 3:4 “ כבודי ומרים ראשי, מגן בעדי' ואתה ד ” – 

“But you Hashem are a shield for me, for my soul and the One Who raises my 

head.”  In the Sefer Masei Hashem, it explains this Posuk to mean that when 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu does a miracle by destroying the enemies, this is not 

Kovod for Klal Yisroel.  However, if Hakodosh Boruch Hu performs a miracle 

to protect Klal Yisroel, then it is a Kovod for Klal Yisroel.  “ שאו שערים ראשיכם

 Raise up O gates your heads and be uplifted your“ – ”והנשאו פתחי עולם

everlasting entrances” – through the great miracles Hashem will perform, 

their heads will automatically be lifted.  “ויבוא מלך הכבוד” – That will tell us 

that the King of Glory has come.  “מי זה מלך הכבוד” – “Who is this King of 

Glory?” – this is not true Kovod for Hakodosh Boruch Hu, nor for Klal Yisroel, 

for this is Hakodosh Boruch Hu fighting battles.  However, we then say, “ שאו

ו פתחי עולםשערים ראשיכם ושא ” – “Raise up O gates your heads and raise up 

your everlasting entrances” – meaning that the other nations of the world 

will come to the realization that Hakodosh Boruch Hu runs the world, then it 

is a Kovod for Hakodosh Boruch Hu and a Kovod for Klal Yisroel.  “ מי הוא זה

צבקות הוא מלך הכבוד סלה' מלך הכבוד ד ” – Then when someone asks who is 

the Melech Hakovod – it is appropriate for Hakodosh Boruch Hu to be called 

the Melech Hakovod, for it is a true honor for Hakodosh Boruch Hu and Klal 

Yisroel.  Then Hakodosh Boruch Hu will not have the need to destroy other 

nations of the world.    

 These - ”ימים קדושים“ – Droshos Rosh Hashanah – חתם סופר 

days are called Kedoshim, holy days.  The days of the month of Elul are days 

of Rotzon, days that Hakodosh Boruch Hu awaits our Teshuva.  At nightfall, 

on Rosh Hashanah, the minute after Elul leaves, and Rosh Hashanah comes 

in, is Din, strict judgment.  We see that at that time, when Elul leaves and 

Rosh Hashanah comes in, is when Rotzon and Din are combined, and the 

Gematria of רצון and דין is equal to קדוש.  

“ Yom Hazikoron 4 – Tehillim 24 – ברך משה  הארץ ' לדוד מזמור לד

 It is brought down from the Arizal to say this Kapital – ”ומלואה תבל ויושבי בה

Tehillim on the night of Rosh Hashanah.  What does this Kapital of Tehillim 

have to do with Rosh Hashanah?  Rashi explains that the Torah said, “ בראשית

 a Loshon of Din.  Initially, Hakodosh Boruch Hu was ”אלקים“ – ”ברא אלקים

going to create the world with Din, strict judgment.  He saw that the world 

could not survive with strict judgment, so He placed the Midas Hachesed first 

and then partnered it with the Midas Hadin.  As the Chasam Sofer says in his 

Droshos, that the leaving of Elul and the coming in of Rosh Hashanah is when 

Midas Hadin and Midas Harachamim are together.  Rashi said that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu placed the Midas Harachamim first.  That means that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu in His infinite mercy, placed the Midas Harachamim before the 

Midas Hadin, so that the Midas Harachamim can sweeten the coming Midas 

Hadin, so that the outcome of the judgment will be Chesed and Rachamim.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu created the world on the twenty fifth of Elul, and man 

was not created until the first day of Tishrei.  The world being created in Elul 

was so that the days of Rotzon came before the days of Din, so that the 

world could have a Kiyum.  “ 'לדוד מזמור לד ” – Dovid Hamelech was saying 

that the Midas Harachamim, ד' , rules over the entire creation.  For the 

beginning of creation was during the month of Elul, which are days of Rotzon, 

and with that Midas Harachamim, it takes us through the days of Midas 

Hadin, all the while sweetening the Din.  This is why we say this Kapital on 

the night of Rosh Hashanah, for every year we connect the days of Rotzon, 

the days of Elul, to the days of Din, Tishrei.  And it is through this partnership 

that there is a Kiyum to the world, so that all should be Zoche to Chesed and 

Rachamim on the day of Din.  

 Perhaps now we can understand why this Kapital of Tehillim is 

said specifically on Rosh Hashanah at night, and why it is to be said slowly 

and with much emotion.  We are to think about the meaning of the words, 

and the significance of what we are saying.  We must worry about the Kovod 

of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and not our own.  We must be Mispalel that the 

Geulah should come, which will be a time that the whole world will recognize 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and it will bring much honor to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, 

as well as to ourselves, the children of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  In the interim, 

while we are not Zoche to the Geulah, we must strengthen ourselves in our 

Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  The whole world may not know it, but we 

need to know it.   All of our personal needs for this world should be for the 

benefit of the next world.  We should use everything that Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu gives us so that we can further our Avodas Hashem, our eternal work.  

We must also be cognizant of the great good that Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

always showers upon us, and that even in Din, Hakodosh Boruch Hu first 

placed Rachamim down here, so that it should sweeten the Din.  When Rosh 

Hashanah has begun, and we are about to complete our first Tefilah, we say 

this Kapital Tehillim to remind us that we cannot miss the opportunity.  

Tomorrow morning there will be Din, and we must prepare before it with a 

full dose of Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu – for that is what Rosh Hashanah 

is all about. While we are not yet Zoche to have the Bais Hamikdash (may we 

be Zoche to have it this year before Rosh Hashanah!), we must know that we 

are still Zoche to have the Kedushas Bais Hamikdash.  Be Mispalel to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu as if you are in the Bais Hamikdash.  Make your Tefilah 

count.   In the Zechus of our Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu, may we be 

Zoche to a כתיבה וחתימה טובה.  
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Shmuel 1:2:1 “ ותתפלל חנה ותאמר עלץ לבי בד' רמה קרני
 ”בד', רחב פי על אויבי כי שמחתי בישועתך

“Chanah Davened and said, ‘My heart exalted in 

Hashem, my pride was raised through Hashem, my mouth 

opened wide against my antagonists, for I rejoiced in your 

salvation.”  On the first day of Rosh Hashanah, the Haftorah is 

read from Sefer Shmuel - the first Perek, and the first ten 

Pesukim in the second Perek.  These ten Pesukim are known as 

Shiras Chanah, the song Chanah sang to the Ribbono Shel Olam, 

thanking the Ribbono Shel Olam for being Zoche to have a child, 

Shmuel Hanavi.  The reading of the Torah on the first day of Rosh 

Hashanah discusses Sarah Imeinu, who was Zoche to have a 

child, Yitzchok Avinu.  The Gemara in Megilah 31a says that both 

Sarah and Chanah were remembered on Rosh Hashanah, to be 

Zoche to have a child that year.  It seems to be very appropriate 

that we read regarding Sarah and Chanah on Rosh Hashanah, for 

that is the day they were remembered.  However, why do we 

read the entire first Perek in Shmuel and the first 10 Pesukim in 

the next Perek?  Why do we Lain Shiras Chanah?  The following 

Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, and perhaps support the 

P’shat offered in the closing paragraph.  

 And Chanah had no“ – ”ולחנה אין ילדים“ 1:3 – אברבנאל 

children.”  Chanah was not an Akarah, one who cannot have 

children.  Rather Hashem closed her womb so that she would be 

Mispalel to have children.   

 And it was“ – ”והיה כי הרבתה להתפלל“ 1:12 – מראות הצובאות 

as she continued to Daven to Hashem.”  The Loshon of “והיה” is a 

Loshon of Simcha, joy.  Chanah was not an Akarah, just that 

Hashem closed her womb so that she would Daven.  The more 

she was Mispalel, the more, “והיה,” joy there was for Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu.   

“ – Shmuel 77 – ילקוט שמעוני  ' מימים ימימה להשתחות ולזבח לד
 This man would ascend from“ – ”ועלה האיש ההוא מעירו צבקות בשלה

his city every year to prostrate himself and to bring Korbonos to 

Hashem, Master of Legions, in Shiloh.”  The Medrash says, “ תעלה נ
 ,He elevated himself over his house, over his courtyard“ – ”בביתו

over his city, over all of Klal Yisroel – and all of his ascents were 

done on his own.”  The Posuk states his prostrating, which 

represents Tefilah, is mentioned before his bringing Korbonos, to 

teach us that Tefilah is even greater than bringing Korbonos.   

“ Shmuel 1:5 – אליה רבה  סגר את רחמה' וד ” – I was once 

traveling from town to town and an old man asked me why is it 

that some individual  people from Klal Yisroel are not given the 

gift of children.  I answered him: “My son, it is because Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu loves them greatly, and He wants them to come to 

Him and Daven to Him to increase Rachamim so that they will be 

Zoche to have children”.  We learn this from Avrohom and Sarah, 

as well as from Rivkah, Rochel, and Chanah, for they were not 

Zoche to have children until there was increased Rachamim in 

front of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.   

י קרא"מהר   – ” וכעסתה צרתה גם כעס בעבור הרעימה“ 1:6 – 

“Chanah’s rival (Peninah, the other wife of her husband Elkanah) 

would provoke her over and over in order to anger her.”  

Peninah antagonized Chanah so that she would Daven for a 

child.   

ק"רד   – 1:7 “ בכה ולא תאכלות ” – “She (Chanah) cried and did 

not eat.”  Her crying satiated her, so she did not need to eat.  

Tehillim 42:4 “היתה לי דמעתי לחם יומם ולילה” – “My tears were my 

sustenance for me, day and night.” 

 She was an“ – ”והיא מרת נפש“ 1:10 – נפש החיים 

embittered soul.” Although Chanah was an embittered soul, she 

pushed the pain away from her, and she pushed her words of 

Tefilah before Hashem.  The Tefilah was for the pain and anguish 

that the Shechina had because she was in pain.  Moshe Rabbeinu 

as well used harsh words to Hashem.  When the Chachomim 

Darshen that Moshe and Chanah spoke harshly to Hashem, they 

are expounding the Posuk for the good of Moshe and Chanah.  

They spoke “ 'על ד ” – “about Hashem”, not “ 'אל ד ” – “to Hashem.”  

They were Mispalel that the pain of the Shechina should be 

relieved.   

  ”.And she cried continuously“ – ”ובכה תבכה“ 1:10 – מלבים 

The gates of tears are never closed.    

“ – 31a – ברכות  ה הלכתה גברוותא איכא למשמע כמ: אמר רב המנונה
 Rav Hamnuna said, ‘There are many Halachos“ – ”מהני קראי דחנה

that are learned from these Pesukim regarding Chanah.”  We see 

that Chanah spoke “על לבה” – “On her heart” – regarding that 

which was in her heart.  We learn from this that one must have 

Kavanah when Davening.  One should move his lips when 

Davening, though he should not raise his voice that others 

should hear.  One must not Daven while intoxicated.   

“ 1:15 – משנת רבי אהרן  'ואשפך את נפשי לפני ד ”  - “And I 

(Chanah) have poured out my soul before Hashem.”  When one 

stands before his Master to Daven, he must remove his Guf 

(body) from his Nefesh (soul).  One must remove all pleasures 

that the Guf has in this world, and all matters of the Guf, and 

pour out his Nefesh completely to Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  When 

one accomplishes this, it is as if he departed from this world, and 

becomes from the B’nei Aliyah, the elevated ones.   

צדוק הכהן' ר   - 1:15 “ 'ואשפך את נפשי לפני ד ”  - Chanah’s entire 

heart was attached with great desire to her soul.  As we say in 

Krias Shema “ובכל נפשך” – “With your entire soul” – one’s heart 

must be complete with his Neshama to be close to Hashem.   

י"רש   For this child I“ – ”אל הנער הזה התפללתי“ 1:27 – 

Davened.”  Eili Hakohen told Chanah that her son Shmuel would 

be put to death for Paskening a Shaila in front his Rebbe, but she 

need not worry for he would Daven that she be Zoche to have 

another child.  Chanah responded that she Davened for this 

child, Shmuel, and she wanted him and not a replacement.   

י קרא"מהר   – 1:28 “ כל הימים אשר היה שאול ' וגם אנכי השאלתהו לד
'לד ” – “Furthermore, I have lent him to Hashem all the days that 

he will survive he is lent to Hashem.”  Chanah is saying that she 

is now coming to return Shmuel to Hashem.   

2:1 – מדרש ילמדנו  "ותתפלל חנה"  - “And Chanah was 

Mispalel.”  Chanah Davened eighteen Brochos (the Medrash 

goes through all of the Brochos of Shemoneh Esrei and matches 

each Brocha to words in Shiras Chanah corresponding to that 

particular Brocha).  Here is where we learn that women are 

obligated in Tefilah. 

ק"רד   - 2:1 "ותתפלל חנה"  - Chanah had Nevuah, and was 

being Mispalel for all future generations of Klal Yisroel.  

Everything in this world is controlled by the Ribbono Shel Olam, 

including all of one’s needs.  Chanah is teaching Klal Yisroel how 

to be Mispalel in the proper manner so that the Tefilos should be 
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answered – one must be Mispalel with his entire Nefesh, as 

Chanah did.   

א"מהרש   – Brochos 31b - 1:27 “אל הנער הזה התפללתי” – 

Chanah was telling Eili that this child Shmuel would be more 

precious to her than any other child, for this child was born 

through her own Tefilos.   

“ – Hashabosos 8:16 – בני יששכר  לו שלפעמים הצדיק נענה אפי
-  ”בדיבור בעלמא There is a fundamental difference between Dibbur 

and Tefilah.  Dibbur is when one speaks to the Ribbono Shel 

Olam and asks for something.  If it is an Eis Rotzon, then the 

Ribbono Shel Olam will grant the person his request. Then there 

is Tefilah which is the proper form of prayer.  First he praises the 

Ribbono Shel Olam, and then beseeches the Ribbono Shel Olam 

from the depths of his heart, that his requests are fulfilled.  The 

salvation of Dibbur is temporary, while the salvation of Tefilah, is 

one that the world can attain an everlasting salvation.  The Avos 

and Imahos were speaking to the Ribbono Shel Olam in the form 

of Tefilah, and were therefore Zoche to have children, Klal 

Yisroel, an eternal nation.  1:27 “אל הנער הזה התפללתי” – Chanah 

used the Loshon of Tefilah, which meant that Shmuel would have 

a Kiyum.   

 There was a“ – ”הוה ההוא מזיק בי רבנן דאביי“ 31b – קידושין 

certain demon that resided in the study hall of Abaya.”  Abaya 

heard that Rebbe Acha Bar Yaakov was coming to town.  There 

was a Mazik – a demon, terrorizing the people of the town.  

Generally, demons are only active at night, and only antagonize 

those who are alone.  However, this was an exceedingly 

dangerous demon; it was out by day and night, antagonizing 

people even if they were not alone.  Abaya told all of the people 

in the town not to invite Rebbe Acha Bara Yaakov to stay in their 

home.  This way he would have no choice but to stay in the Bais 

Hakneses, and there the demon would bother him.  The holy 

Rebbe Acha Bar Yaakov would take care of the demon once and 

for all, and the town would have tranquility once again.  The 

people listened to Abaya, and Rebbe Acha stayed in the Bais 

Hakneses.  The Mazik went to attack Rebbe Acha Bar Yaakov.  

Rebbe Acha Bar Yaakov Davened to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and he 

bowed down seven times.  Each time he bowed down, one of 

the seven heads of the Mazik fell off, until the Mazik was no 

more.  Rebbe Acha Bar Yaakov said, “Had a miracle not occurred 

for me, I would have been in great danger.” 

א"מהרש   – Kiddushin 31b “הוה ההוא מזיק בי רבנן דאביי” – How 

could it be that Abaya did this?  What gave him the right to place 

Rebbe Acha Bar Yaakov’s life in danger?  Secondly, even if you 

want to say that Abaya knew that a miracle would occur for the 

great Rebbe Acha Bar Yaakov, when a miracle occurs for 

someone, it diminishes his Zechusim.  Why did Abaya have the 

right to make Rebbe Acha Bar Yaakov lose of his Zechusim?  If 

one Davens a proper Tefilah like Rebbe Acha Bar Yaakov 

certainly did, then it was with certainty that the Mazik would be 

destroyed.  Rebbe Acha Bar Yaakov was never in danger.  What 

did Rebbe Acha Bar Yaakov mean when he said, “Had a miracle 

not occurred for me I would have been in great danger?”  He 

meant that had he not had a chance to Daven before the attack 

of the Mazik, he would have been in danger of losing Zechuyos 

for the miracle that occurred.  However, being that he did Daven 

before, he did not lose any Zechusim.  Apparently, Abaya held 

that in order to save the town from the Mazik, it was permissible 

to place Rebbe Acha Bar Yaakov in the situation that he was in.  

His life was never in danger; it was only a question that he may 

have lost Zechusim, and he ended up not losing even that. 

 Why did Chanah – ”אל הנער הזה התפללתי“ 1:27 - מדרשי הזהר 

say “הנער” – “the child” and not “הבן” – “the son?”  Chanah was 

saying that it should be Hashem’s will that even when Shmuel 

grows up and becomes an adult, he should always be as he is 

now, a child, in his Avodas Hashem.  2:19 “ ומעיל קטן תעשה לו אמו

 His mother would make for him a small“ – ”והעלתה לו מימים ימימה

robe and bring it up to him from year to year.”  This Posuk means 

that Shmuel’s greatness came from his mother’s constant Tefilos 

that he remain like a child – with a burst of energy for Avodas 

Hashem.   

 Klal Yisroel“ – ”ישראל אינן כשאר בני אדם“ – O”C 581 – טור 

are not like other people.”  When one is being judged to live or 

not – he dresses in black, and is worried about the outcome of 

the case.  Klal Yisroel wear white clothes, and are festive and 

merry, for they have Bitachon in Hashem  that they will be 

victorious in judgment.   

“ – 240 – ילקוט שמעוני  וכן , שבזכות האמונה נגאלו ישראל ממצרים
 In the Zechus of Klal Yisroel’s Emunah“ – ”לעתיד יגאלו בזכות האמונה

in Hakodosh Boruch Hu, they were Zoche to be redeemed from 

Mitzrayim, and so too they will be redeemed in the future in the 

Zechus of their Emunah.”  

ביאור הפטרה איך “ – Rosh Hashanah – Drush 10 – קהלת יעקב 

 An explanation of the Haftorah how“ – ”האדם יצא זכאי בדינו ביום הדין

one is Zoche to have a favorable judgment of the Day of 

Judgment.”  When Chanah first had a child, she did not know if it 

was for good or not, for she did not know if her child would be a 

Tzaddik or Rasha.  1:27 “ הזה התפללתי אל הנער ” – At this point she 

knew that it was good, and she said, “It was for this child that I 

was Mispalel.” Chanah, in her great humility, did not believe that 

she was Zoche to a child for her merits.  2:1 “ ותתפלל חנה ותאמר עלץ
'רמה קרני בד' לבי בד ” – “Chanah Davened and said, ‘My heart 

exulted in Hashem, my pride was raised through Hashem’.”  

What is the difference between “עלץ” and “עלץ“  ?”שמחה” is 

recognizing now that there will be happiness in the future, as in 

one who makes a good business deal that will reap great profits 

in the future.  Chanah was saying that she knew why she was 

Zoche to have a child – it was because she was “ 'עלץ לבי בד ” – she 

had complete Emunah in Hashem that He would do what is best 

for her.  In the same way, Klal Yisroel have complete Emunah 

that they will be Zoche to have a successful judgment on Rosh 

Hashanah.   

 Perhaps now we can understand why we read the 

Haftorah of Chanah on Rosh Hashanah, including her Shira.  

There are many Halachos which we learn from the way Chanah 

was Mispalel.  The most important of all is to know how and 

what Chanah was Davening for.  She wanted a child to be able to 

give to the Ribbono Shel Olam.  She was Mispalel for the 

Shechina.  Her Zechus was that she knew Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

would certainly give her what was best for her.  May we be 

Zoche to be Mispalel properly, and be joyous in knowing that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu always takes care of His children, Klal 

Yisroel.  In the Zechus of Tefilah, may we have a   כתיבה וחתימה
 .טובה
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בכל הקרבנות כתיב “ 4:8 (ירושלמי) ראש השנה

'והקרבתם' וכאן כתיב 'ועשיתם'- אמר להן 

הקב"ה, מכיון שנכנסתם לדין לפני בראש 

השנה ויצאתם בשלום מעלה אני עליכם כאילו נבראתם בריה 

 ”חדשה

“By all of the Korbonos the Torah uses a Loshon of ‘And 

you shall offer’, and here (by the Yom Tov of Rosh 

Hashanah) the Torah uses a Loshon of ‘And you shall 

make’(Bamidbar 29:2).  Hakodosh Boruch Hu said to them, 

‘Because you came before Me in judgment on Rosh 

Hashanah, and you left in peace, I consider it as if you are 

a new creation.”  On Rosh Hashanah, we come before the 

Ribbono Shel Olam and beseech His mercy to forgive us for 

our sins.  The Ribbono Shel Olam says that He will make us 

like a new creation. What is the advantage to that? Why is 

it not good enough to be the same creation as before, just 

without our sins?  Additionally, what is the purpose of 

Tashlich?  The following Divrei Torah will expound on this 

topic, and perhaps support the P’shat offered in the 

closing paragraph.  

א"רמ  והולכין אל הנהר לומר פסוק “ 583:2 – 

םותשליך במצלות כל חטאת,' ” – “And we go to the river 

and recite  the Posuk ‘And cast into the depths of the sea 

all of their sin’s (Micha 7:19).” 

 We say Tashlich – ”הנהר“ 583:8 – משנה ברורה 

because it says in the Medrash that Avrohom Avinu went 

into the river until the water reached his neck in his quest 

to perform the Akeidas Yitzchok.  Tashlich is a Zecher to 

the Akeida.  It is preferable to say Tashlich near waters 

that have live fish for it is a Siman that Ayin Hara should 

not rule over us, and that we should multiply like fish.  It is 

also preferable that the river or well be outside the city 

where one resides. 

ביום השלישי “ Parshas Vayeira 28 – מדרש תנחומא

 On the“ – ”וישא אברהם את עיניו וירא את המקום מרחק

third day, Avrohom raised his eyes and perceived the place 

from afar.”  Avrohom traveled with his son Yitzchok to 

Shecht him, as he understood from the command of 

Hashem.  The Satan saw that Avrohom was fully prepared 

to pass the test he was given.  The Satan caused there to 

be a great river, which he hoped would deter Avrohom 

from continuing on in his mission.  Avrohom went into the 

water until it reached his knees.  He continued to walk 

until the water reached his neck.  He then raised his eyes 

to the heavens and told the Ribbono Shel Olam that they 

are both “one”.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu is “One” and 

Avrohom Avinu was the “one” who was following Hashem.  

Avrohom Avinu said that it will be a disgrace to Hashem if 

he and his son Yitzchok die in the water.  Instantly, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu made the river dry, and Avrohom 

forged on to fulfill the mission of Hashem.   

ומנהג ישראל תורה הוא במה “ – 3:56 – תורת העולה 

'...תשליך'ל מים ואומרים שהולכין א ” – “Minhag Yisroel is 

Torah and it is proper that they go to the water to say 

Tashlich.”  From looking into the depths of the water, one 

can recognize the concept of the creation of the world.  

There is water that goes to depths of the world.  Water 

covers all the land of the world, except for the parts 

specifically chosen by the Ribbono Shel Olam to be a place 

where mortals can live.  One goes to Tashlich to awaken 

him to the fact that there is continuously a new world.  

The Ribbono Shel Olam keeps the water off of the land for 

us.  This should bring one to praise the Ribbono Shel Olam 

as the King of the world, to be Mamlich the Ribbono Shel 

Olam, and this will cause him to do a compete Teshuva.  

When one does this, Hakodosh Boruch Hu pardons him for 

all of his sins – his sins are thrown into the depths of the 

water, never to be seen again.   

 Shlah Hakodosh – There are – 61 – עמק ברכה 

those who say (when going to Tashlich) that they are going 

to throw away all of their sins.  They grab hold of the 

corner of their clothes and shake it out, and believe that  

by doing this, they have thrown away all of their Aveiros.  

Chas V’sholom for one to think this, as this is truly a great 

Chilul Hashem.  One must know that the main purpose in 

Tashlich is to Daven to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and recognize 

that the Ribbono Shel Olam is the King over the entire 

world. He runs the world constantly, down to the very last 

detail.  When one does this, and says the Pesukim of 

Tashlich, this is what causes his sins to be thrown away.  

There is a Minhag to shake out the corners of one’s 

clothing, which is meant to be shaking out Klipos 

(Ruchniyos waste) from ourselves which was caused by our 

sins.  

 – ”והולכים אל הנהר“ – 583:30 – כף החיים 

Ashkenazim have the Minhag to go to water to say 

Tashlich on Rosh Hashanah.  They say the Pesukim of “… מי

 three times.  One must make sure to understand ”קל כמוך

the meaning of the words and to recognize that these 

correspond to the thirteen Middos by which Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu forgives Klal Yisroel.  It is a good and worthy 

Minhag.  There are those who had the Minhag to say 

Tashlich at a pit even if there was no water in it.  The main 

purpose of Tashlich is for one to be thinking of the ים 

   .the sea above in Shomayim – העליון

ל"ימהר   – Hilchos Rosh Hashanah – The Zohar 

Hakodosh says that Akeidas Yitzchok occurred on Rosh 

Hashanah, and we therefore Lain the Parshas Ha’akeidah 

on Rosh Hashanah.   By the same token, Tashlich is done 

on Rosh Hashanah because it too is a Zecher of the 

Akeidas Yitzchok.   

 The source of the – ”תשליך“ – 583 – בית מאיר  

Minhag of Tashlich is from the Posuk in Shmuel 1:7:6 – 



                                     L'zecher Nishmas R’ Yehuda Ben R’ Chaim,  R’ Nissan Ben R’ Shmuel, Mala Frimet Bas R’ Yeshaya Menachem / Zechus for a Shidduch for Freidel Shaindel Bas Mindel Miriam                                       ד"בס  

For questions, comments, to purchase “Parshah Pshetl”, or to get a weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha- Please email: ParshaPshetel@gmail.com  Thank you, Y. Schechter 

“ 'מים וישפכו לפני ד וישאבו ” – “They drew water and poured 

it out before Hashem.” Targum Yonason says that this 

means that they poured out their hearts in front of 

Hashem.  Rashi says that this was done as a symbolic 

gesture of pouring out their hearts in “submission” to 

Hashem.  The purpose of Tashlich is to humble ourselves 

before Hashem.     

 The – ”במקום שיש בו דגים“ – 596 – אליה רבה 

Minhag is to go to Tashlich at “a place that has fish.”  One 

of the reasons for this is because a fish does not have 

eyelids, and its eyes are always open.  This is to remind us 

that the Ribbono Shel Olam is always watching over us; He 

never slumbers.   

ת תורה לשמה"שו  תשליך אחר תפילת “ – 159 – 

קודם שקיעה , מנחה ” – The Arizal says that it is preferable 

for Tashlich to be performed on Rosh Hashanah, after 

Mincha and before Shkiah.  It is known that the first half of 

the day of Rosh Hashanah is a time of Chesed in 

Shomayim, while the second half is a time of judgment.  If 

so, why does the Arizal say to perform Tashlich during the 

second half of the day?  The Medrash describes the first 

day of Man in Gan Eden hour by hour.  In the ninth hour, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu told Odom not to eat from the Eitz 

Hada’as.  In the tenth hour, Odom ate from the Eitz 

Hada’as.  In the eleventh hour, Odom was judged for the 

action of eating from the Eitz Hada’as.  In the twelfth hour, 

Odom was forgiven (after his Teshuva) for eating of the 

Eitz Hada’as.  Perhaps the Arizal said to perform Tashlich 

after Mincha, right before Shkiah – during the twelfth hour 

- for that is a time of Rotzon, as we see Odom Harishon 

was forgiven then.   

 ”תשליך“ – Droshos Rosh Hashanah – קהלת יעקב 

– The Gemara in Horiyos 12a says that kings are only 

anointed near a spring to symbolize that their kingdom will 

endure.  On Rosh Hashanah, we are Mamlich the Ribbono 

Shel Olam and accept to be His servant with a full heart.  

However after the Yomim Nora’im, we often forget what 

we were Mekabel and do not see ourselves as His servant.  

Therefore there is a Minhag to go to a spring as a Siman 

that we should be Mamlich the Ribbono Shel Olam 

throughout the year.  The spring represents the endurance 

throughout the year. That is why some have the Minhag to 

specifically go to running water.   

מנערים שיפולי “ – Sanhedrin 102b – בן יהוידע 

 We shake out the corners of our“ -  ”הבגד בסדר התשליך

clothing as part of the process of Tashlich.”  There is a 

Minhag that some have to shake the corners of their 

clothes after Kiddush Levanah because the evil spirits are 

jealous of the Brocha, and at the end of the Brocha they 

grab onto ones clothes.  Therefore, we shake the corner of 

our clothes to knock them off.  At Tashlich, we have a 

Minhag to shake the corners of our clothes to 

demonstrate that we are knocking away our sins and those 

evil spirits that were created by our improper actions.   

על ידי “ – Rosh Hashanah: D’rush 4 – קהלת יעקב 

לו התשובה שעושים בימי הרחמים נמחקין העונות לגמרי וכאי

 – ”לא עשאם כלל ונחשב כצדיק גמור לא כבעל תשובה

“Through doing Teshuva during the days of mercy, one’s 

sins are completely erased, and it is if the sins were never 

done, and he is considered like a complete Tzaddik – not 

like a Ba’al Teshuva.”  The Yerushalmi in Rosh Hashanah 

4:8 says, “מעלה אני עליכם כאילו נבראתם בריה חדשה” – one 

who does proper Teshuva during the Yomim Nora’im, he 

becomes like a new being.  What is the advantage of being 

a “new being” over being a Ba’al Teshuva?  There is a 

point of contention as to which is greater: the one who 

was always a Tzaddik, or the Ba’al Teshuva?  The Medrash 

Rabbah in Parshas Lech Lecha says that Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu told Avrohom Avinu not to fear that there were many 

years that he served Avodah Zarah for it says in Tehillim 

 You retain the dew-like freshness“ – ”לך טל ילדתיך“ 102:3

of your youth.”  Just as dew flies in the air, so too your 

Aveiros are going to fly in the air.  The reason being 

because Avrohom did Teshuva, Hakodosh Boruch Hu made 

him like a new creation, pure and Tahor.  It is apparent 

from this Medrash that it is better to be a complete 

Tzaddik.  If this were not the case, why would Avrohom 

fear about previous sins he did?  It must be that Avrohom 

was not satisfied with being a Ba’al Teshuva, but wanted 

to be on the higher level of a complete Tzaddik.  Teshuva is 

accepted all year, however it can only make one a Ba’al 

Teshuva.  However on Rosh Hashanah, one has the 

opportunity to become a Tzaddik Gamur if he does 

Teshuva.   

 Perhaps now we can understand the significance 

that on Rosh Hashanah we can be “remade”.  The Ribbono 

Shel Olam gave us a great opportunity to be completely 

reborn, and become a Tzaddik Gamur.  Avrohom Avinu 

served Avodah Zarah in the beginning of his life.  However, 

he found the Ribbono Shel Olam and his sins flew away in 

the air, making Avrohom Avinu a Tzaddik Gamur.  We go to 

Tashlich as a reminder of Akeidas Yitzchok where Avrohom 

Avinu prepared to Shecht his son for the sake of Hashem.  

Tashlich is not just something that we are to do 

ceremoniously; rather we must go to Tashlich and do 

Teshuva.  We must remember that the Ribbono Shel Olam 

is All Merciful, and that there are thirteen Middos of 

Rachamim.  The Ribbono Shel Olam eagerly awaits our 

Teshuva.  May we be Zoche to properly Mamlich the 

Ribbono Shel Olam and be Zoche to a true Teshuva 

Shlaima. 


