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                The power of Tefila 
 Our Tefios have tremendous power. The 
Maharsha writes that Tefila can bring about even the 
miraculous.1 Let us take a look at the astonishing words 
of R’ Bachaye.2 He writes that the power of Tefila is so 
great that it can change nature, save one from danger 
and remove a decree. 
 

In the times of the Baal Shem Tov there was 
once a drought. It got to the point that it caused them to 
recite special Tefilos coupled with fasting. Upon seeing a 
simple Jew davening with intense Kavana along with 
tears by ועצר את השמים; He will restrain the heaven so 
there will be no rain (in Shema), the Baal Shem Tov asked 
him what his intent was by those words? The response: 
Hashem should squeeze3 out waters from the heavens 
and then there won’t be any water there (ועצר את השמים) 
because it will then be here. It was because of this Jew 
who didn’t know much, that the Jews then were 
answered, as rain descended from the heavens.4  

 
The Shulchan Aruch states the Halacha is that if 

one said מוריד הגשם in the summer time he needs to 
repeat Shemona Esrei.5 Amazingly, the Taz6 (1586-1667) 
tells us this is because rain is bad in the summer time and 
through one’s Tefila, he can cause rain to come to the 
world. Wow, the power of Tefila! 

 
It was in 1830, at the age of 65, that R’ Avraham 

Dov of Avrush (1765-1840), author of the Bas Ayin,7 
settled in Tzefas. Although he waited many years for the 
opportunity to bask in the spiritual light of Eretz Yisrael, 
once there he found life too difficult to bear as the 

                                                           
1 Kidushin 29b. This is shown to us in the story there where a 
demon resided in the Beis Midrash of Abaye. Abaye said that no 
one should invite R’ Acha Bar Yaaakov to their house as in this 
way he will be forced to stay and sleep in the Beis Midrash. The 
demon appeared to him and through his Tefila he destroyed it.  
2 On Devarim 11:13 
3 The Tagum Unkolos on ואשחט; squeeze (Breishis 40:11) is ועצרית. 
4 Keser Shem Tov, Chelek 2. This is because of בא בעיירחמנא ל ; 
Hashem desires the heart (Sanhedrin 106b). 
5 Orach Chaim 114. If he didn’t finish the Bracha yet, then he just 
returns to the beginning of the Bracha. 
6 The Taz learned by the Bach who later took him as a son in-
law. Towards the end of his life, his two sons- Mordechai and 
Shlomo- were martyred in the riots that occurred in Lemburg in 
the spring (Sivan) of 1664. 
7 He was a Rebbe in Europe for 40 years 
and in Tzefas for 10. Among his teachers were the Kedushas 
Levi and the first two Rebbes of the Chernobyl dynasty. His 
Sefer Bas Ayin was written in Europe, but he refused to allow it 
to be printed until he could 'expose' it to the air of the Holy 
Land and refine it there. His meeting with the philanthropist Sir 
Moses Montifiore in 1840 led to the beginning of modern 
Jewish agricultural settlement in Israel. 

hardships were all too apparent.8 He then decided to 
return back to Avrush, where he had been the Rebbe 
since 1785. At this time the rainy season in Eretz Yisrael 
was approaching. One day, as he was walking to shul for 
Mincha, he heard noises coming from the surrounding 
rooftops. Upon inquiring, he was told that in Tzefas, they 
performed household chores on their flat roofs in 
addition to using the roofs for storing food and supplies. 
The noise you hear is caused by the women scurrying 
about, removing everything from the roofs so that it 
doesn’t get ruined by rain. Looking up at the blue sky, he 
muttered it certainly doesn't look like rain is coming. The 
reply: tonight will be the 7th day in Cheshvan, when we 
begin saying ותן טל ומטר לברכה. As a result, rain will surely 
come. The unquestioning faith of the people there 
affected him so deeply that he decided to stay in the Holy 
Land.9 
  

In the days of R’ Naftali Ropshitzer10 there was a 
terrible decree against women in which many died. There 
was a man who didn’t know much who was davening 
Mincha on Erev Yom Kippur. In the Bracha of ברך עלינו in 
Shemona Esrei, instead of saying וברך שנתנו כשנים הטובות; 
bless our year like the best years, he said  וברך נשותנו כנשים

 bless our women… followed by concluding the ;הטובות
Bracha with מברך הנשים; blesses the women, and not מברך

 blesses the years. It was because of this the decree ;השנים
was removed, said R’ Naftali, although he recited the 
wrong words, since it was uttered with tears and passion.  

 
In explaining why Sarah laughed when she was 

told she will have a son, the Sforno11 comments that she 
thought that the words of the Malach were from the 
Bracha of a Navi12 and not from Hashem. It is therefore 
impossible to return to youth from old age from such a 
Bracha since that is like תחית המתים. This can only be done 
through Hashem or a Tefila that finds favor with 
Hashem.13 
  

A boy named Dovid Hirsh grew up secular in 
Tampa, Florida. However he always felt attached to 

                                                           
8 In 1838, the Bas Ayin was kidnapped by the vicious Druze who 
were then perpetrating a pogrom in Tzefas, as they had done in 
1834. They ordered him to write a ransom note to his 
community, but he refused. The Druze then put him in a sack 
and began to beat him. When they thought they heard in the 
distance the hoof beats of approaching Egyptian cavalry they 
fled, leaving the Bas Ayin tied in the sack. He was later found 
and returned to Tzefas. 
9 In a letter dated 13 Tammuz 5598/1838, Dr. A. Loewy, Sir 
Moses Montefiore's secretary, wrote the following about the 
Bas Ayin: "This man is one of the most learned and esteemed 
people I have ever seen. It is a simple matter for him to serve 
the community without receiving any recompense from the 
communal funds. He distributes everything that he has to the 
poor of his people. There are always between 10 and 15 people 
eating regularly at his table." 
10 Shomer Emunim, Maamar Haemuna, chapter 19. R’ Naftali 
was a student of the Noam Elimelech as well as the Magid of 
Mezerich. He passed away in 1827. 
11 Breishis 18:12 
12 This idea is shown to us by Elisha (Melachim 2, 4:16).  
13 See the Meiri to Baba Kamma 80b (s.v. אע"פ שמשפטי), that one 
can change his Mazel through Tefila. 
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Judaism as he would frequent shuls and the like. He later 
became religious and eventually authored Sefarim that 
are used by many. His father later wrote the following 
letter to him: “never in my wildest dreams did I think I 
would ever have an orthodox son. But I realized when 
mother was sick with German measles in her pregnancy 
with you, I prayed to G-d that if she and the child would 
be fine, I would dedicate the child’s life to Him. I forgot 
about that prayer but obviously He didn’t.”   
 

The Gemara records on the day Rebbi died, the 
Rabbis decreed a fast because of his illness. They said 
whoever will say Rebbi has died shall be pierced with a 
sword.14 What is wrong with saying Rebbi died if he did? 
The Shita Mekubetzes15 explains that the Rabbis wanted 
to ensure that they would remain unaware of Rebbi’s 
death because they knew that once they would learn of 
his death they would be compelled to stop davening for 
him since it is not proper to daven for one’s resurrection. 
If however, they would remain ignorant, they could 
continue on the presumption that he is still alive and keep 
davening in which case it might return him to life. They 
therefore forbade mention of his death.  

 
R’ Akiva Eiger was once asked why his Tefila for a 

certain sick person wasn’t answered.  16 His reply: maybe 
you gave me the wrong name, since obviously the Tefila 
would be answered!17  
************************************************ 
         Meah Shearim- of a different kind 

While Yitzchok was in Gerar, he sowed there and 
reaped מאה שערים; a hundredfold.18 The Midrash19 informs 
us this was 100 כור. Why was it this amount specifically?  

 
R’ Meir Yechiel of Ostrov20 tells us a fascinating 

calculation. The Gemara21 tells us, according to R’ Chisda, 
that one קב of food is the equivalent of 8 meals. Being 
that in one סאה, there are 6 22,קב there are 48 meals in one 
 .קב which is 180 ,סאה there are 30 כור In one .סאה

                                                           
14 Kesubos 104a 
15 S.v. ובסים. R’ Betzalel Ashkanazi (1520-1592), author of the 
Shita Mekubetzes, settled in Yerushalayim in 1588. The Arizal 
was a student and a comrade of his. 
16 When one davens for the sick in רפאנו, the 5:4) יסוד ושרש העבודה, 
s.v. ברכה שמינית) writes he fulfills the Mitzva of ואהבת לרעך כמוך 
(Vayikra 19:18). He continues that one should first daven for the 
sickness of others and then those of his family that need a 
 since the Gemara (Baba Kamma 92a) states that one who רפואה
davens for his friend and he also needs that thing, he is 
answered first. 
17 Igeres Sofrim, pg 74. Even on Shabbos where one can’t daven 
for a sick person, he can still daven for what he wants in 
thought (Eishel Avraham, 62 ,בוטשאטש and R’ Shlomo Zalman 
Aurbach in Shulchan Shlomo). 
18 26:12 
19 Breishis Rabba 64:6 
20 In an assembly of Chassidish Rebbes, each one shared some 
Torah from an illustrious ancestor. R’ Yechiel Meir was from a 
simple family as his father was a baker. He remarked that my 
father taught me ‘fresh bread is better than stale bread.’ He 
then said some Torah of his own.  
21 Eruvin 82b 
22 Rambam, Hilchos Eruvin 1:13 

Consequently, a כור contains enough for 1,440 meals (30 
multiplied by 48).  

 
Back then, one would eat two meals daily.23 

Since a lunar year has 355 days and a solar year has 365 
days, there is an average of 360 days in a year. As a result, 
one eats 720 meals yearly on average.  

 
Being that Yitzchak and Rivka are two people, 

how many meals do they require yearly? 720 doubled- 
1,400. Yitzchok therefore planted exactly 100 כור as that is 
1,400 meals.  
************************************************ 
       Victory of the few 

We say in  you delivered ;רבים ביד מעטים - על הנסים
the many into the hands of the few. Another meaning is 
that the impurity of the  can be delivered into the  רבים
purity of the מעטים. One campus Rabbi in a University can 
bring a hundred secular Jews closer to their roots.  

 
Here are some other instances of this concept. R’ 

Ahron Kotler opened up the Lakewood Yeshiva in 
America when America was completely desolate of 
spirituality. Taking a look at the thousands learning there 
today we see a fulfillment of רבים ביד מעטים. 
 

Another example of this idea was the Ponovicher 
Rav who arrived in Eretz Yisrael after having lost his wife 
and children in the holocaust. He went on to build the 
Ponovicher Yeshiva where thousands learn today. That is 
 .רבים ביד מעטים
 

One last modern day example of this is R’ 
Elyashiv who was the only child born to his parents.24 Yet, 
when he died at 102 in 2012, it is said he left behind 1,000 
descendants.  

 
The Parshios that fall out Chanuka time deal with 

the tests of Yosef. Yosef personified this as he was alone 
in Mitzrayim- 25,ערות הארץ yet he was able to overcome 
that. That is רבים ביד מעטים.  
  
  
      

                                                           
23 See Mishna in Eruvin 82b. This is why one should be careful 
with observing the third meal of Shabbos (Orach Chaim 291:1) 
since with this meal it is recognizable that it is for the honor of 
Shabbos as one usually eats two meals daily (Kaf Hachaim, 
291:3). It is therefore called שלש סעודות; three meals, although it 
is actually one, since through this meal it shows the first two 
meals were also for the honor of Shabbos.  
24 In the early 1900’s, after a woman hung her clothing on her 
laundry line, a neighbor cut it causing her clothing to get soiled.  
Redoing the clothing was no simple task back then as there 
were no washing machines.  When her husband came home, 
she didn’t tell him what occurred so as not to say לשון הרע.  Later 
that night, her neighbor who snapped the line apologized. She 
related that she was punished immediately as her child became 
very ill. Begging for forgiveness, she was not only forgiven but 
the victim offered to recite Tehillim with her for her child. It was 
one year later that this woman gave birth to her only child. This 
became the famous R’ Elyashiv. 
25 Bireishis 42:9 


