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Now You Know 
Seemingly, Yaakov and Eisav 

received similar blessings. Yaakov 

was promised that HaShem would 

give him “of the dew of Heaven, and 
the fat of the earth.” 

Eisav was told, “From the fat of the 

earth will be your dwelling, and of 

the dew of Heaven from above.” So 
what was the difference? 

It would seem that the nuanced 

difference is that Yaakov’s blessings 

come from HaShem while Eisav’s 
don’t mention G-d at all. 

Further, for Yaakov, the Heavenly 

comes first, and the earthly benefit 

follows. For Eisav, Heaven is 

secondary. 

This is a reference to the fact that 

our job as Jews, inheritors of 

Yaakov, is to take the spiritual and 

infuse it into everything, even the 
physical, uplifting it thereby. 

On the other hand, Eisav takes the 

physical and gives it the lofty status 

of the spiritual. Food, for example, 

is not a source of strength to serve 

HaShem, but rather an end unto 

itself, an almost “religious 
experience.” 

As a Jew, remember: It’s fine to be a 

foodie, but only if you are inspired 
to thank HaShem, not just the chef. 

 Thought of the week: 

Nobody can tell the future, 
but anybody can make it. 

(YX:XK TYwARB) „.hwAR LE IMw QCYW HBCM hTA OsYW WYTwARM Os IBAH TA XQYW...‰ 
“And [Yaakov] took the stone he had placed around his head and set it as a 
monument; and poured oil over it.”(Genesis 28:18) 

Following his dream and vision at the future site of the Bais HaMikdash, Yaakov took 
the rock he had used to protect his head (originally twelve stones that miraculously 
fused together) and set it upright as a monolith. At that time, this was an accepted way 
of serving HaShem, before it was appropriated by idolaters. 

He then poured oil upon it. This served a twofold purpose: First, it was either as a 
korban itself, or to sanctify the stone as an acceptable altar upon which to offer 
sacrifices. Second, since oil on a stone makes a noticeable mark, it was so that 
Yaakov could find this stone upon his return. But there is a question. From where did 
Yaakov get oil? 

While it’s possible that he traveled with it, the simple understanding was that Yaakov 
had nothing with him but the clothes on his back (and not even that once Elifaz was 
done with him.) So how did he get oil? 

The Midrash Rabba (69:8 – and also quoted in Rabbeinu Bachya) says that HaShem poured oil 
down from Heaven, enough to fill a small jug, and it was this oil that Yaakov used to 
anoint the stone. It teaches us, then, that this act of anointing the stone with oil was of 
such importance that HaShem was willing to do a miracle and be actively involved in it. 

This jug was later used by Shmuel to anoint Dovid HaMelech, and some say it was the 
“small vessel,” for which Yaakov went back when he encountered the angel of Eisav, 
which would later be found at the time of Chanuka. It would seem, therefore, that from 
the time HaShem sent him oil to anoint the stone, Yaakov made sure to always carry 
oil. Why? 

It was for the same reasons the stone was anointed. Wherever Yaakov went, he 
looked for opportunities to uplift his physical surroundings as he did with the oil. 
Further, he sought to maintain reminders of those acts, by doing something that would 
refresh his memory. 

The perennial lesson for us is that we, too, are to seek out ways to sanctify the world 
around us. When we are inspired to come close to HaShem or overcome our base 
urges or pettiness, we should do something to remind ourselves of that inspiration. 
Through these two behaviors, we will become better people, living in a better world. 
You don’t need to be a “Yaakov Avinu” to make a difference. Each of us is imbued with 
Godliness and is expected to do what we can to uplift the world and ourselves as well.  

The young man approached his Rosh Yeshiva.  It had been several years since he had married 
and moved away and he was excited about the visit.  “How is everything?” inquired the Dean. 

“Baruch HaShem, my job is good and my home is comfortable.  But there is something that 
bothers me.  I don’t feel the “kedusha,” the spirituality in my neighborhood to be the best.  It’s 
not like Yeshiva and I think people could be more spiritually sensitive.”   

He assumed the sage would tell him to find a new place to live and was not ready for what his 
rebbi DID tell him: 

“So,” said the Rosh Yeshiva, “YOU add kedusha to your neighborhood.” – Wow. It was up to 
him.  Why hadn’t he thought of that? 
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He was a quiet man who found 

joy in giving to others.  

His memory stays with me and 

inspires me. 
 

Spread the holy 

light! 
Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 

Ohr with others. 
  You’ll be glad you did.   
E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 


