
 

                                                                                                                    

The concept of a Temple, a physical place that humans build to 

serve as G-d's dwelling place, as described in this week's Torah 

portion, Pekudai, is paradoxical. In his speech at the dedication 

ceremony of the Holy Temple in Jerusalem, King Solomon touches 

upon this enigma:                                                                                 

"Then Solomon said, G-d said that He would dwell in the thick 

darkness." (From this week's Haftarah, Kings I, 8:12)                       

In other words, first and foremost, I did not dream up this Temple 

on my own. G-d directed us to build it: "And they will make for Me 

a Temple and I will dwell within them." This is the Divine directive 

that I fulfilled. The Holy Temple is not the place where the pagan 

idol worshipper "coerces" G-d, as it were, to descend to him. On 

the contrary: It is G-d Who has directed us to build Him a dwelling 

place, and we have merely fulfilled his directive.                               

While G-d indeed commanded us to build Him a home on earth, the 

question remains: "Will G-d really dwell on the earth, for the 

heavens and heaven of heavens cannot contain You, how much 

more so this house that I have built?" (Kings I, 8:27)                        

How can the infinite contain the finite?                                              

"And may You hear the prayers of your servant and of your Nation, 

Israel, who will pray toward this place and You will hear in your 

dwelling place in heaven and You will hear and forgive." (ibid 28)   

Did Solomon answer the question? Not really. Perhaps what he is 

saying is that a human cannot really understand this connection 

between the physical and the meta-physical. It is G-d Who chose 

this physical place from which we can come close to Him and pray 

the most direct and effective prayers to Him. It is G-d Who chose to 

"touch" the world through this point on earth.  

 

The Temple Mount and the Temple are like the brain in a human 

body. It is the place where body and soul meet; the physical and the 

meta-physical. No doctor can explain what takes place at the point 

of that encounter and apparently, no human can answer King 

Solomon's question. But we do know that our return to the Temple 

Mount and the rebuilding of the Temple, will, with G-d's help, 

renew the entire world.  

 

Shabbat Shalom,  

Moshe Feiglin  

 

“US VP Biden was right when he said that Israel cannot overcome 

terrorism with force alone,” said Moshe Feiglin on Wednesday in a 

television interview with iconic interviewer Yaron London.  “The 

first thing that must be done to stop the terror,” Feiglin continued, 

“is to nullify the Oslo Accords. It is the Oslo Accords that 

destroyed Israel’s sense of justice.  Ever since the Accords were 

signed, we are not willing to say that this is our Land. This provides 

the Arabs with a weapon far more deadly than a knife.  When we 

nullify the Oslo Accords, we will be able to reclaim the Land of 

Israel for the Nation of Israel. We will once again define what 

belongs to us and will defend our ancient right to our Homeland.”    

“And what about the Arabs?” London asked. “Arabs who wish to 

remain in Israel and remain loyal to Israel as a Jewish State should 

be able to do so,” Feiglin replied. “The vast majority of them, 

however, prefer to emigrate to the West. Israel should provide them 

with a generous emigration package to encourage their emigration.”  

“Not only will this plan relieve Israel of terror”, Feiglin concluded, 

“but it will bring true peace to Israel.” 

 

 

“I believe that the expulsion of Arab terrorists’ families to Gaza 

will significantly reduce the terror activity against the State of 

Israel, its citizens and its residents,” the Prime Minister explained – 

and requested the Attorney General’s legal opinion.  Channel 2’s 

legal commentator, Moshe Negbi, immediately explained that this 

step violates international law, the Geneva Convention and Israeli 
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law. Negbi’s position is not surprising. In the past he supported 

civil war if Israel would expel Arabs. (What is strange here is that 

the people who pay the price in blood for his political stance are the 

same people who pay his salary at Public Broadcasting…) An array 

of military and civilian judicial experts jumped on Hanegbi’s 

bandwagon – at which point it became clear that the High Court 

would not allow the government to take this obvious step to prevent 

the murders in our streets.                                                                   

About two weeks ago, in an answer to a petition served by the 

“Regavim” movement, which demanded the destruction of all the 

illegal Arab housing that the European Union is building in areas of 

Judea and Samaria under full Israeli control, High Court Justice 

Meni Mazuz angrily replied that “the law is not the entire picture. 

There are also political considerations.” So there are considerations 

that are above the law, after all. Hmmm….                                          

When policies dovetail with the High Court’s worldview, “the law 

is not the entire picture.” But when it is about saving lives, the 

entire senior legal echelon bows down to the law.                               

In truth, though, the problem is not the “Rule of Law Gang” (a 

definition created by President Ruby Rivlin, after his appointment 

as Justice Minister was invalidated.) The problem is the Prime 

Minister.                                                                                             

It is the Prime Minister’s job to protect his nation. It is the Attorney 

General’s job to protect the Prime Minister. In other words, if the 

Prime Minister thinks that the expulsion of families of terrorists to 

Gaza will save lives, he should have done that yesterday. Why on 

earth is he sending highly publicized letters to the Attorney 

General? If he thinks it will save lives, it is his duty and obligation 

to do so immediately. And the Attorney General’s duty is to have 

his back.                                                                                          

AG Mandelblit does not have to authorize or recommend. 

Mandelblit has to do exactly what Justice Mazuz did when he felt 

that the law was irrelevant. Mandelblit must find the international 

precedents and explain why, in this case, the “law is not the entire 

picture…” He has to explain that we are in a state of war and create 

the insulation to protect the PM. If need be, he must initiate a 

legislative change. If he is incapable of doing this, the PM must 

replace him (and if need be, change the law to allow for the 

replacement).                                                                                    

In Israel, though, everything is upside down. The Prime Minister is 

the functionary and the Attorney General rules. That is very 

convenient for the PM. Do you really think that Netanyahu didn’t 

know what answer he would receive from the AG? But now, the 

Right will not blame the Prime Minister. Instead, it will blame the 

“Rule of Law Gang”. A perfect arrangement…                              

Netanyahu protects the “rule of law” and allows it to clone itself 

and appoint its own successors without public input (because the 

law is not the entire picture…) to the most important positions in 

the country.                                                                                     

Netanyahu allowed Shai Nitzan to be appointed as State Attorney. 

There were no other candidates. And with the same method – again 

with no other candidate – Netanyahu allowed the appointment of 

the Attorney General, who has already proven his subservience to 

the “rule of law”. (Is it any surprise that Mandelblit hurried to close 

the case against Ruth David, a very senior former Tel Aviv District 

Attorney?)  In exchange for protecting the hegemony of “the rule of 

law”, the Rule of Law Gang allows Netanyahu to remain in his job 

without too much disturbance.  The Right votes for Netanyahu and 

blames the “Gang”. The “Gang” is unmoved, because it appoints 

itself and couldn’t care less about the voters, and everybody is 

happy.                                                                                                  

The Right is in power, the Left has its hegemony and the Arabs 

have their knives.                                                                             

“The sun shone, The method bloomed, And the slaughterer 

slaughtered.” (Chaim Nachman Bialik after the Kischinev 

pogroms) 

                                                                                                             

                                                                                                    

“What will 

happen if, in 

a year or 

two, the 

woman who 

accused 

Colonel 

Ofek 

Buharis of 

raping her 

will retract 

her 

accusation?” 

Moshe 

Feiglin 

asked on 

Tuesday. 

“What if she says that the whole thing was made up?” 

“Until then,” Feiglin answered, “Buharis and his family will live in 

hell, we will all lose out on one of the very best officers in the IDF, 

Buharis will never be Chief of Staff – and the woman who brought 

all of this about will be immune from any type of prosecution.” 

“Don’t rape allegations have to be investigated?” Feiglin queried.  

“Of course they do! It is unthinkable not to investigate. But former 

Chief Justice Edna Arbel introduced an insane amendment 

(Amendment 2.5) to Israel’s laws,” said Feiglin. “The amendment 

says that a person who makes a false accusation cannot be 

prosecuted. It is a weapon of destruction with no price tag attached. 

It is easy to use against any estranged husband whose wife wishes 

to be rid of him or against any senior official whose professional 

progress disturbs anonymous forces. 

Any woman can suddenly remember an episode of sexual 

harassment and trigger a public, media and judicial crusade against 

the officer or senior official – and know that even if the man will 

ultimately be exonerated one hundred percent – nothing will 

happen to her.” 

“Rape is like murder, and sexual harassment must be uprooted from 

the source,” Feiglin concluded.  “But as long as Amendment 2.5 is 

not annulled, we will witness more and more complaints – which 

somehow always come just a moment before the man in question is 

promoted.”   
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