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 פרשת במדבר 
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah and our dear daughter, Tova Zoe. 

Mazal Tov to our dear daughter & son, Ariella & Jonathan. 

אריאלה!!!ו חיים יוסף צבימזל טוב   

 ולרפואה שלימה: העניא בת פריידל
 

 

  

 
)א, א" (וידבר ד' אל משה במדבר סיני"  

“Hashem spoke to Moshe in the 
Wilderness of Sinai” 

 

A special bond, multifaceted and hidden from 

sight, connects the Torah and the wilderness.  

Specifically there?  In the desert?  In such a 

remote place, in such a down and low place, “in a 

land of plains and pits, in a land of waste and 

darkness, in a land where no man had passed 

and where no man had dwelt.”1  The Creator of 
the World chose precisely that place to give 
us the soul of life – the holy and pure Torah?  

What does the wilderness possess that earned it 

this great merit?  Truth – the wilderness is 
truth. 
 

 

 חן של אמת
Grace of Truth 

 

The desert possesses the grace of truth.  It lacks 

color and its vistas are bare and natural, without 

adornment.  There is wholesomeness and 

straightforwardness in the desert.  It does not 

ever attempt to present itself as anything 
more than it truly is. 
 

We want to be like the desert – quiet, without 

any doubts, concealed from sight – the less 

people know of us, the better. 

 

Our greatest task is to be unpretentious – to be 

like the moon, a mirror that merely reflects the 

light of the sun.  Aside from that – it is nothing.  A 
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mirror must be polished – and then all of the 

amazing lights and wondrous colors of the world 

are found within it. 

 

The task of concealment, of hiding ourselves, is 

greater than the task of revealing our talents and 

endowments.  HKB”H created countless designs, 

limitless grandeur, unlimited and tremendous 

things – amazing and wondrous.  The more we 

hide ourselves - the more we merit having 
the boundless Divine Light that exists in the 
world revealed within us. 
 

All of life is a balance, a back-and-forth of 

concealment and revelation – concealment and 

revelation.  We conceal ourselves and we 

thereby merit the revelation of G-dliness.  

“Master of the World, help me remain modest, 

secreted, quiet, secluded in some corner.  From 

that corner, allow me to continue to yearn and 

pine until I merit the revelation of the daughter 

of the King, the G-dly soul that is within me.”  So 

long as we find ourselves immersed in matters of 

this world, it means that we have not entirely 

revealed this inner and deep point in the heart.  

Until we merit revealing it – we must sit for a 

long time in quiet: modestly yearning and 

longing for Hashem.  And, we must ask, we must 

request, we must beg. 

 

Humility is most important.  A person’s greatest 

achievement is when he succeeds in nullifying 

himself and his own desires.  We bow our heads, 
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we forego, we wait.  We do not try to impose our 

will by force.  We patiently wait for Hashem’s 

salvation.  Only then can we become vessels to 

receive G-dliness. 

 

Our bond with HKB”H is like the bond between 

husband and wife.  HKB”H sanctifies us and we 

cannot look elsewhere.  Just as a husband and 

wife must be faithful to each other and they have 

no right to look to a different place – wherever 

they go and whatever they do, they must have 

each other in their thoughts.  That is essentially 
our bond with HKB”H – a bond of loyalty, of 
modesty, of   deference.2 

 

The Torah opens this week’s parsha with a 

census of the Jewish people and their divisions 

into tribes and groups of tribes, each with its 

own flag.  What is the significance of these flags 

that the Torah spends so much time on them?  A 

flag is a symbol of subjugation – submitting to a 

king!  These flags exhibited our submission to 
the King of the World!  I proceed under a 

banner; I am a subject of the King!  I do not 
just do as I please! 

 

The desert has the grace of truth.  Truth is so 

amazing – the entire world is set upon the 

foundation of truth, everyone seeks truth – we 

do not want to live lies.  There can be only one 
truth: we are in this world to recognize 
Hashem, to come close to Hashem.  
Consequently, whatever happens to us here 
and whatever transpires in our lives is all to 
bring us closer to Him. 
 

We did not randomly receive the Torah in the 

desert.  It was not just a convenient place.  

Hashem could have given us the Torah in any 

one of many holier places.  There is a message in 

this choice of locale.  There is a reason.  When a 

person wishes to elevate himself, when he wants 

holiness to find residence in his soul – he must 

go through remote places and stand, beg and 

yearn from there.  He must beg to come close to 

holiness from there.  One who wishes to cling 

                                                           
 באור פני מלך 2

to Hashem is at war – a war with his illicit 
desires, a war with his sense of self-

importance, with his ego that sees only 
himself and his own self-interests.  To win this 

war, he must raise his head countless times and 

beg, “Father, help me.  It is so difficult for me.  

On my own, I am incapable.”  Rebbe Nachman 

sent his students into the forests and the deserts 

to conduct hisbodedus because, specifically there, 

in the desolation and isolation, a person can find 

his spirit.  In the seclusion, we can learn to pay 
attention to the sound of the voice of our soul.  
There, we can hear Hashem’s voice calling us 
to return. 
 

Not for nothing does the Torah describe the 

travails of the Jewish people in the wilderness – 

a continuous and long journey of downfalls and 

failures.  So much inner conflict.  The Torah is 

not a book of stories – every story, every detail 

contains countless lessons.  This long account is 
all to teach us that even the path that appears 
lost and hopeless is able to bring us to 

magnificent vistas and perspectives.  So long 
as we do not give up in the middle of the way, 
so long as we do not accept our lowly status, 
so long as we continue to smile, ask and 

yearn. 
 

Holy concealment is the concealment of 

ourselves, of our egos - so that we are able to 

accept the light of Hashem.  This concealment 

must be diligently safeguarded.  However, the 

concealment caused by this world, the trivial 

matters, the sadness, the illusions, all of the 

imagined hopes that we feel are owed to us and 

have disappointed us and appear to us as if we 

have failed – that concealment must be 

eradicated.  We must escape the sense that we 

are deprived, that we are not successful in life, 

that things do not go well for us, that our lives 

are so difficult, that fate has been unkind to us – 

we must get rid of this feeling of concealment in 

exchange for a concealment of holiness, that 

reveals our true selves. 

 

The desert is a place that is very suitable for 

people who despise falsehood and seek truth.  It 
contains nothing but it possesses everything.  
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The desert is silent but its silence is 
thunderous - it is a silence that proclaims the 

presence of Hashem. 
 
If we want to be close to Hashem – we must be 

honest and sincere.  “Hashem is close to all who 

call upon Him - to all who call upon Him 

sincerely.”3 

 

Hashem does not want to be around liars, 

those who portray themselves as more than 
what they truly are.  “He who practices deceit, 

who speaks lies, will not be established before 

my eyes.”4  Therefore, there were tzaddikim who 

worked on this attribute of truth throughout 

their entire lives and distanced themselves from 

every shred of falsehood, to the extreme.  As 

Rebbe Nachman taught, “One who wishes to 

attach himself to Hashem Yisborach must guard 

himself from speaking falsely, even accidentally.” 

 

Truth illuminates the darkness because truth 
is HKB”H Himself and HKB”H is light.  When a 

person finds himself mired in darkness, 
everything is so hard for him – if he utters 
one absolutely true statement, Hashem’s light 
lights the darkness and he can start to 

breathe again.   
 

HKB”H craves truth because it is what draws 

people close to Him.  The more honest and 

genuine a person is – the more the light of 

Hashem shines within him. 

 

The task of honesty always begins at home.  

Parents, who want their children to be 

accustomed to telling the truth, must not be too 

strict.  A child must feel safe to tell the truth.  If 

he is afraid, he starts to lie.  Rebbe Nachman 

taught that lying comes from fear of other 

people.  The same is true between spouses.  

When we are worried about other people’s 

reactions, we get used to lying.  However, if we 
feel like we can tell each other everything 

because even our mistakes will be received 
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with understanding and forgiveness – we 
become accustomed to speaking only truth.  

We are not afraid to confess our errors or 
own up to our mistakes. 
 

Sometimes people persecute themselves because 

honesty tells them that they are really flawed 

and distant and it causes them to despair and 

become even more distant.  Is that the truth?  If 
it causes us to be distanced from Hashem – it 

is not truth!  Truth never distances us – it brings 

us close.  Instead of blaming ourselves – we must 

strengthen ourselves!!!  We are connected to 
Torah and holiness.  We have yiddishkeit.  If 
our learning is not going well – if our 

davening is not as we would like it to be – we 
must remember how fortunate we are to 
have the holy Torah, so many mitzvos!  Even if 
we do not feel as if we are anyone special, 

even if we feel like we are only simple Jews 
who try to live according to the Torah – we 
still have so many opportunities to serve 
Hashem. 

 

Every Jew has a part of the Divine from above 

within him.  Therefore, even the most wicked 

Jew has a heart that burns for Hashem.  There is 

no such thing as a completely evil or an entirely 

secular Jew!  Some may have a higher percentage 

of secularism than others may, but none is 100% 

secular.  We may never call a Jew a rasha.  
Have we ever walked in their shoes?  Do we 

know how they were raised?  What they have 

endured?  We must look at everyone generously.  

We must never ask why they cannot keep 

Shabbos like we do, learn Torah like we do, 

daven like we do, etc.  Rebbe Nachman said, “a 

little more and there is no evil.”5  Just a bit more.  

He will be better tomorrow or in two days.  We 

cannot interfere with Hashem’s conducting the 

world or any individual’s path to teshuva.  There 

is no set path to teshuva or how to do teshuva.  

Everyone must forge his own route.  We must 
only try to encourage with positivity and a 

helpful hand. 
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  I so badly want to be of those who donate or contribute anonymously.  When they do something big, 

something that gives You so much delight, they try so hard to make sure that no one knows about it.  That is truth.  I want so 

badly to have emuna, to feel and to remember that all of my successes are gifts from You and are not due to my talents.  I so 

badly want to stop walking in the street as if I own it and like no one is more successful than I am.  I want to be concealed, 

not to stand out, to try to go unnoticed.  Help me! 

 

Master of the World!  How fortunate we are to have You.  Many people, when they retire, become broken, they have too 

much time on their hands and nothing with which to fill it.  Master of the World, how fortunate that there is no retirement 

from serving You and when our moment arrives, we find ourselves with so much time to do what we always wanted to do, 

but could not.  Master of the World; help me reach that moment when I will not have to look at the clock when I talk to You 

in hisbodedus.  I will be able to find a corner and yearn and yearn, without limit. 

 

Master of the World!  Fortify my emuna in tzaddikim. Help me never forego a tzaddik’s shiur.  When a tzaddik tells me to do 

something – help me to abandon everything else and do what he says and not make up excuses.  Help me soak in the words 

of the tzaddik and to daven for and thank You for giving me Rabbonim and tzaddikim in my life. 

 

Master of the World!  Grant me emuna that whatever I have and everything that I have achieved are all gifts from You and 

are not because I am deserving of them. 

 

Have an awesome, uplifting and wonderful Shabbos, 

Dov Elias 
Notice: The foregoing is based on my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, disseminated by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita and is not a 

complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published 

in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material - any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be 

attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you Mordi Blass for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions. 
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One who is a genuine Jew grabs hold of truth 

when he sees it.  We want to live a life of truth.  

“Send Your light and Your truth, that they may 

lead me.”6  The light of truth will lead us.  We 

must discard all of the things that deter us and 

confuse us – arrogance, honor, all the 

externalities that turn us into angry people, 

dissatisfied people, strict people and people who 

feel disadvantaged.  When we manage to 
neutralize these things and remember that 

everything is from Hashem and for the very 
best – we merit living lives of truth.  Nothing 
can be sweeter. 
 

Every person has his own path via which he 

merits spiritual perfection and it is unique to 
him.  A person cannot attain spiritual 
perfection or tranquility unless he follows his 
own truth and not that of others.  We must 

constantly assess ourselves to make sure that 
we are taking our own path and trying to 
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follow someone else’s, G-d forbid. 
 

Avraham Avinu bequeathed us the courage to 

forge our own paths even when we are in the 

distinct minority.  He conducted his life as if he 

was alone in the world.  He did not look at what 

others were doing.  He did not consider the 

fashions of the times.  He was not moved by the 

fact that most of his generation served idols.  

Our personal test vis-à-vis Hashem is above 

all else. 
 

Each and every person has a distinct portion in 

creation that he must rectify.  He is responsible 

for it.  If he does not do it, no one else can do it 

in his place.  It remains in decay.  Even if there 

are those who are more righteous than he, 

smarted than he – they cannot do his part.  Only 

he can do his share because he has received this 

portion of the Divine.  He cannot avoid it.  It is his 

correction.  It is his path.  He must do his part. 

  


