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Bo 5777- Bo Constrictor 

 

 In this week’s parsha Hashem tells Moshe that He has hardened Paroh’s heart in 

order to sock him with (three) more Makkos-plagues. As the passuk says “Lma’an shisi 

ososai aileh bekirbo” - “In order that I can place my signs (the plagues) inside of him” 

(Shemos, 10:1). What does Hashem mean when he says “place...inside of him”? On a 

simple level, it is an expression of internalization. Belief in Hashem was something 

Paroh denied. Hashem was waiting for Paroh to offer more than just an insincere lip-

service of the belief of a G-d. After all, this was something Paroh had expressed several 

times already, only to turn around a short while later and show his true colors as a 

denier. Rather, Hashem was looking for was an expression of Emunah that came from 

bekirbo-within. And for that to happen, the plagues had to cause an upheaval inside. 

But perhaps we can explain Hashem’s words on a deeper level. 

 In last week’s parsha, at the kick-off for the makkah of Shechin-lice- Hashem 

tells Moshe and Aharon to each collect fistfuls of soot and put it into one of Moshe’s 

fists. Rashi (Shemos, 8:8) explains that this was a miraculous procedure, where four 

fistfuls (Moshe’s and Aharon’s) could fit into one (Moshe). But what was the point of 

such a miracle? What message can we take away from this large amount of soot fitting 

into one hand? Perhaps we can explain by using an incident that took place before the 

Bnai Yisrael crossed the Yarden river [under the leadership of Yehoshua] as a reference 

point. Yehoshua gathers all the Yidden and tells them (amongst other pieces of 

information) that when crossing the Yarden they will be led by the Aron Hakodesh-The 

holy Ark. The Midrash (Beraishis Rabbah, 8:7) tells us that Yehoshua gathered the 

entire nation between the two staves of the aforementioned Aron, a miracle of a small 

space containing a massive crowd. What was the lesson to be learnt from that miracle? 

The Midrash explains it was teaching the Yidden of the holiness of that Aron. For the 

last 40 years they had been led by a Heavenly cloud, but now crossing the Yarden they 

were presented with a new vanguard, the Aron. It was important for the nation to 

appreciate that within the confined area of this smallish box lay the majestic essence of 

Hashem. This idea though, is hard for a human being to comprehend. That Hashem, 

who has the undefinable dimensions of “Ain Sof” -”no limits” (graciously) constricts 

Himself down to this world (for our benefit). So, Hashem gives them a quick tutorial, 

by having millions of people gather between the sticks of the Aron, a 2.5 amah area of 

space. And just as they had personally witnessed (and experienced) a small area 

miraculously having the ability to contain a larger entity, similarly they could now 

believe that Hashem, who engulfs the whole world, constricts His essence into smaller 

areas such as the Aron, making it the perfect object with which to lead the nation. 

 Hashem constricting Himself is known as Tzimtzum in Kabbalistic nomenclature. 

Belief in Tzimtzum is absolutely necessary for total emunah-Jewish belief. You see, 

there are many levels of denial of Hashem, as the Ramban famously tells us in his 

commentary to this week’s parsha (13:16). There are those who deny His existence 

totally, and then there are those who accept Hashem as the Creator but refuse to believe 

in hashgacha pratis-that Hashem deals and interacts with our world hands-on. Using 

paltry human understanding they mistakenly conclude that just as I can build a hamster 



cage, thus I am its creator, I cannot however fit inside it and interact step by step with 

my hamsters. Similarly, Hashem, though He created the world, His presence is not here 

with us directing the traffic of life. Tzimtzum allows one to accept that Hashem is as the 

song proclaims, “here, there and everywhere”.  

 The Makkos were a learning experience in all facets of Emunah, including the 

concept of Tzimtzum. Not only were they proving the existence of G-d, but also His 

presence in every molecule. That is why it was important to show the concept of 

Tzimtzum by the soot, where four fistfuls were constricted into one. 

 There are several more concepts of Tzimtzum which are unique to the Jewish 

nation. Firstly, that the essence of Hashem is constricted within every Yid. As Hashem 

says “Veshachanti besocham” - “I will dwell within you” (Shemos, 25:8). [This is what 

the Baal HaTanya (Chapter 2) famously refers to as a “Chelek Elokah mima’al 

mamash” - “An actual piece of G-dliness”. Secondly, that Hashem’s essence is 

constricted within the Torah and its mitzvos. Our laws are not to be viewed just a manual 

given by G-d, they are an opportunity to connect to His essence. [As a matter of fact 

the Chassidic masters (see Meor Ainayim, Likutim page 225) tell us that the 210 year 

experience in Mitzrayim was the process of Hashem’s constriction into the Torah. Using 

different vowels, the Hebrew word “Mitzrayim” can be pronounced “Maitzar yud 

mem”- ‘The constricting of The 50”, a reference to the Torah that is comprised of the 

50 levels of Binah-Understanding. That is why the Torah could only be given to the 

world after the exile in Mitzrayim.] These concepts too, were something that had to be 

taught to the world, Jew and non-Jew alike. 

 Paroh was a denier. He did believe in a G-d, he did not however believe in 

hashgacha pratis. That is why he refers to Hashem only as “Elokim”, which has the 

same numerical value as “hateva”-nature (86). “Yes, there is a G-d” said Paroh, but He 

does not interact with us on a hands-on level, rather he programmed the world through 

nature to run on its own (Divrai Yisrael - Modzitz, Beraishis, pages 340-341) He 

also refused to believe in the majesty and royalty of the Yid because he did not believe 

in Tzimtzum. Says Hashem, “Lma’an shisi ososai aileh bekirbo”. Paroh still needs to 

learn that ososai- signs of My presence- are possible to be bekirbo - inside of a pathetic 

human being. [And that was the learning experience of the last three Makkos, Arbeh, 

Choshech & Bechoros which is acronymed in Hebrew as אח"ב, which also can stand 

for קרבובלקו חלוקים א . This taught him and deniers of his ilk all levels of Emunah, and 

perhaps something more important, that if you meddle with Bnai Yisrael you are 

meddling with no other than Hashem. 
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