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The Gemara (Chagiga 17a) establishes regarding the festival of Shavuos, יש לו תשלומין כל שבעה – one 
has an entire week to offer the required sacrifices.  Although Shavuos itself is observed for only one day, 
the Yom Tov sacrifices may be brought for seven days.   
 
This means that the power of the Yom Tov’s kedusha extends even after Yom Tov, into the workweek, 
but not only into the workweek, but also into the work itself.  This is indicated by the comment of the 
Sifrei (Re’ei, 87): 
 

עונת מלאכה, עשה זה ז' וזה ח'. עצרת שהיא עונת מלאכה, אינה אלא יום אחד פסח וחג שאין רבי שמעון אומר: 
 וב על ישראל.בלבד. מלמד שחסך הכת

 
Rabbi Shimon said: Pesach and Sukkos, which do not fall during the work season – He made one seven 
[days] and the other eight.  But Shavuos, which falls during the work season, is only one day.  This 
teaches that the Torah spared Yisrael [the loss of work]. 
 
The עונת מלאכה, the work season, is endowed with the kedusha of Shavuos.  Hence, as this kedusha 
spreads for seven days, it follows that it spreads even into the גשמיות, the mundane affairs of the 
workweek. 
 
My illustrious ancestor, the Me’or Einayim 1 זיע"א, cites the following in Yismach Leiv (Shabbos,  ד"ה

 :זיע"א from the Ba’al Shem Tov (נשאת
 

מור, הוא חשוב אם לומד המשנה המחליף פרה בחאם האדם הלומד את התורה לשם הבורא ברוך הוא, למשל 
בחמור, ומנהיג עצמו בזה על פי התורה, ודאי ליף פרה חך הוא, כל שכן אם עושה הדבר וממאד לפני הבורא ברו

יותר חשוב עבודה מעולה...וגם כן בפשוט אם מתנהג על פי התורה, דהיינו איפה צדק ומדה צדק ומאזני צדק, הוא 
 גם כן מקיים מצוה, וכשמתנהג כן אזי הוא עוסק בתורה תמיד, אפילו בשעה שעוסק בסחורה.

 
If a person learns Torah for the sake of the Creator, may He be blessed, for example, if he learns the 
Mishna about one who trades a cow for a donkey – this is very significant before the Creator, may He be 
blessed.  All the more so, if he actually does it, and trades a cow for a donkey, conducting himself in this 
regard according to the Torah, then this is certainly considered an exalted service [of G-d]… Likewise, if a 
simple person acts in accordance with the Torah, meaning, [he uses] accurate weights and measures, 
then he fulfills a mitzva, and when he conducts himself this way, then he is always involving himself in 
Torah, even when he engages in commerce. 
 
With the conclusion of Shavuos, this is the area in which we must work to strengthen ourselves – to 
engage in all our mundane activities for the sake of HKB”H.  If we eat, drink and sleep with the intention 
that these activities will help us learn and teach Torah, then not only will all our actions be performed 
 for the sake of the Almighty, but additionally, we will be considered as though we involve ,לשם שמיים
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ourselves in Torah at all times, and thus the kedusha of Shavuos, of זמן מתן תורתינו, will be extended in 
all our actions. 
 
This should serve as a great source of encouragement for each and every person as Shavuos comes to an 
end and one must now go back to work for his livelihood.  He should not feel dismayed, because if he 
conducts all his affairs in accordance with the Torah, then all his mundane activities, and everything he 
does for his livelihood, are all considered as though he constantly engages in Torah.  And, as the Me’or 
Einayim writes, this is an עבודה מעולה – an exalted service of HKB”H, even greater than actual Torah 
study.   
 
Let us, then, ensure to fulfill the mitzva of עהובכל דרכיך ד  - “Know Him in all your ways” (Mishlei 3:6), 
and be mindful of HKB”H when performing all our mundane activities, and we will then be privileged to 
extend the Torah into all our actions, אמן כן יהי רצון. 


