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Sukkos 

Breaking down Barriers 

 

Did you ever play with magnets? Did you test 

how strong the pull is? If you place a material 

between the magnet and the metal it weakens 

the pull. The strength of the pull is dependent 

on how thick the material is. A paper barely 

weakens it but a piece of wood negates the 

pull completely. The magnet itself doesn’t 

change; but the material blocks the force. 

Many times we see tzadikim who are attracted 

to spirituality; they thirstily study Torah and 

keep the mitvohs. By many of us it seems that 

the fire of our soul is extinguished. The 

Chofetz Chaim 'ה'( )שמות ג  says that this is not 

the case; our neshama contains the same fire 

and yearning for Hashem as previous 

generations. The difference is only that the 

mechitza between us and Hashem is thicker. 

Once we remove this separation we are the 

same as previous generations.  

This is the secret of the tzadikim; they have 

removed the wall, thus as the Mesilas 

Yesharim )'פרק א( says, their souls are 

automatically attracted to Hashem like a 

magnet to a piece of metal.  

What is the mechitza that separates us and our 

Creator? It is the temptations for indulgences. 

By abstaining from physical pleasures and 

from all extras we break down this barrier and 

our soul is attracted to Hashem like a magnet. 

This is what Sukkos is all about. On a simple 

level; we leave our homes that are full of 

comforts and we dwell for a week in a 

temporary abode. This reminds us that we are 

only in this world temporarily and we 

shouldn’t get lost in indulgences.  

As the famous story goes, a wealthy man was 

passing through Radin and stopped in to see 

the Chofetz Chaim. He was shocked to see the 

poor state in which the leader of the 

generation lived. He inquired with the great 

sage, “Where are your drapes and your sofas? 

How do you live like this?” The Chofetz 

Chaim replied, “Where are your drapes and 

sofas? I don’t see them in your wagon?” The 

man answered, back home I have exquisite 

drapes. My stay here is only temporary thus I 

do not need drapes now.” The great sage 

replied, “The same is true for me, I am only 

here temporarily. I am just passing through 

this world and thus I have no need for the 

fancies of the time.” 

The sukkah reminds us that we are only here 

temporarily and that we need not indulge in 

the fancies of the time. The Kli Yakar מ"ג( "רא כג)ויק  

adds that we make this YomTov specifically at 

the end of the harvest season because it is at 

this time when the silos are full that people 

need a reminder as to the temporary nature of 

this world. 
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This is on a simple level, but it gets much 

deeper. A sukkah is required to have more 

shade than sun. What is the significance of 

this? The Gr”a ()'יונה ד' ה  explains: all wealth 

and prosperity comes from the sun. 

Everything is dependent in the Mazalos which 

is dependent on the position of the sun. Thus, 

dwelling in more shade than sun represents 

separating from gashmiyus and being 

primarily engrossed in ruchniyus. 

With this understanding of sukkos we can 

appreciate why we read Koheles on this 

YomTov. It is because Koheles expounds on 

the futility of the vanities of this world which 

is the theme of Succos. 

There is an important statement from the 

Gr”a. Most people are under the impression 

that when we do teshuva our sins are instantly 

forgiven on Yom Kipper. The Gr”a (אסתר ב' י"ב)  

says that this is not the case; rather, we are on 

probation; if we improve our ways over the 

year than our sins are forgiven on the 

following Yom Kipper. 

He then goes on to say that the year is split 

into two individual paths of self-

improvement. The first six months we have to 

focus on teshuva and on abstaining from 

indulgences. The next six month we have to 

focus on doing mitzvohs and not doing 

aveiros. 

Based on this we can say; the purpose of 

Succos is to set the tone for the next six 

months; to refocus ourselves on the temporary 

nature of this world and to teach us to abstain 

from extras. 

It is fascinating to note that the very nature of 

the world reflects our spiritual tasks. During 

the first six month we experience a time when 

the world freezes over and plantation withers. 

It by nature is a time of separation as a 

reflection of our task. The following six 

month is a time of rebirth as a reflection of the 

job of that period; to focus on reconnecting to 

Hashem. 

This is the purpose of sukkos; it’s a time to 

refocus ourselves to abstain from gashmiyus 

and instead focus our energy on ruchniyus.  

The purpose of abstention is not to make us 

suffer; it is to tear down the wall that 

separates us from our Creator. The first six 

months we focus on breaking down the 

barrier. After that we can focus on building a 

relationship with Him. 

This is why our leaders abstained from 

gashmiyus they recognized it as a wall 

between them and Hashem. I recently heard a 

remarkable story. As a young man R’ Avigdor 

Miller appreciated a good piece of cake. Often 

he would eat half of a cake for lunch. One day 

when he was around thirty years old he 

resolved that as an act of פרישות he would no 

longer eat cake. For the rest of his life he was 

never seen indulging on cake (as heard from R’ Yisrael 

Brog). He appreciated cake, but he recognized 

that it was a barrier between him and Hashem. 

He concluded that it was just not worth it to 

indulge. 

Let us take advantage of the spiritual energy 

that shines at this time of year and break down 

the barriers between us and our Creator.  


