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as Korach Completes the Torah 

The Rebbe Reb Melech of Lizhensk cites the Medrash Shocher Tov: Why is 
whole and perfect? The Medrash answers: Because it is meshivas nef

, says the Rebbe, is wondrous and puzzling: What does it have to do 

explains that Korach was a gilgul (reincarnation) of Kayin. When 
Kayin murdered his brother Hevel, the pasuk says that Hashem cursed Kayin more than the 
land that opened up its mouth to swallow up his brother’s blood (Bereishis
when Kayin was reincarnated as Korach he was punished measure for measure when the 

wallowed him (Bamidbar 16:30 and 16:32). 

This explains our puzzling Medrash. Why is the Torah temima – whole and perfect? If 
properly he would never had been reincarnated as a 

of Korach would never have been written and the 
incomplete! Therefore, Kayin was reincarnated, his soul was restored and he returned 

, making it temima. 
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Bereishis 4:11). Therefore, 
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The Wicked Fight Among Themselves While the Righteous Bond in Friendship and Love 

In Likkutei Shoshana the Noam Elimelech cites Pirkei Avos 5:20: What is an example of a 
dispute leshem shomayim – for the sake of Heaven? Hillel and Shammai. What is an example of 
a dispute shelo leshem shomayim – insincere and not for the sake of Heaven? Korach vechol adoso 
– Korach and his group. 

The Rebbe Reb Melech notes an inconsistency in the wording of our Mishna. Just as the 
Mishna’s example of a machlokes leshem shomayim includes both Hillel and Shamai, we would 
expect the Mishna to conclude with an example of a machlokes that was shelo leshem shomayim 
between Korach and Moshe. Why is Moshe’s name left out and instead replaced with Korach 
vechol adoso ? 

The Rebbe Reb Melech explains that what typifies Tzaddikim is that they are bound 
together with bonds of love. When a group causes strife and discord, fighting against 
Tzaddikim, the Rebbe says that there is a simple litmus test to see if their machlokes is truly 
sincere: just observe how they are with each other and how they treat one another. If they are 
unified, if their souls are bound with love and achdus we can tell that they are sincere 
Tzaddikim and whatever machlokes they have is also sincere and leshem shomayim, for among 
Tzaddikim this is their way; they love each other more than themselves and there is no 
jealousy among them. If they see their friend’s greatness, they rejoice, hoping that he rise in 
stature to even greater heights.  

If, however, we observe that they themselves are fighting and warring with each other, 
this is a sign that they are insincere and their machlokes is not leshem shomayim! The wicked are 
divided and they can only unify for one purpose: to fight and wage the war of machlokes 
against the Tzaddik! This purpose alone unifies them. They cannot bear to see each other 
succeed; the jealousy eats them up. If they act this way it proves that the fire of machlokes 
consumes them and they lust after their own aggrandizement; their hearts are evil and cause 
them to speak against the Tzaddikim. 

Rashi explains that all two hundred and fifty members of Korach’s group each desired 
the position of Kohen Godol for themselves! We see that among themselves they fought and 
remained divided; only against Moshe were they united in any way. This is why the Mishna is 
worded the way it is, says the Noam Elimelech. Korach and his group typify a machlokes shelo 
leshem shomayim; because Korach was in machlokes with his own group, they themselves were 
the machlokes, and that is what proves that their whole machlokes was insincere. 

n n n 

 

 

 
 

“The gates of heaven opened up and I saw G-dly visions, the Creator of the four corners of the 
earth, and I gazed and meditated upon that which I had permission to, and began to explain at the 
beginning of Hashem’s holy words” Ohr HaChaim, Bereishis 
 

Praises for the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh 
Segula for Pure Thoughts and Yiras Shomayim 

 
OHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIM    
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The Skulener Rebbe, Rav Eliezer Zisha, used to have the minhag to study the 
commentary of the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh with every new chosson on the pasuk kemaasei Eretz 
Mitzrayim, which admonishes us against following the licentious behavior of the Egyptians. 
He said that it was a segula for Yiras Shomayim and pure thoughts. (Kadsheini Bemitzvosecha p. 
12) 

n 

He Saves Whoever Studies His Sefer Regularly 
Rav Chaim Palagi writes that it is recorded that during the wars in Poland, the holy 

Alshich revealed himself to a wise sage who had studied his seforim regularly. “It was revealed 
to me in a dream that this is also true regarding the holy sefer Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh by Rav 
Chaim ben Attar [that the author will stand by whoever studies it regularly and save him in 
times of trouble and need]. (Kaf HaChaim by Rav Chaim Palagi 31:55) 

n 

The Holy Lights Of The Ohr Hachaim 

The Highest Avoda of the Spirits in the Flesh 

“And they fell on their faces and said, ‘G-d, O’ the G-d of spirits and all flesh, if one man sins, will You 
be angry with the entire congregation?’” (16:22) 

The Ohr HaChaim seeks to understand the meaning behind this title for Hashem. What 
does “the G-d of spirits and all flesh” mean? The Ohr HaChaim explains that Moshe used this 
title for Hashem for two reasons: 

First, Moshe emphasized that while alive in this world in the flesh, we have a spirit 
that allows us to think for ourselves, make decisions and decide whether or not to accept 
Hashem as ruler over us. This use of the word ruach meaning making a thought-out decision is 
found, for example, in Yechezkel 20:32 where the pasuk uses the term ola al ruchachem, meaning 
“if the matter enters your mind”.  

Even though the true divine judgment should be to destroy them immediately for their 
wickedness, nevertheless, if Hashem were to destroy the entire congregation for the sins of one 
man they would use their judgment and make up their minds to reject as their ruler a G-d 
Who acts this way. 

Second, this title is the highest form of praise with which we can praise the Creator, 
because the lowest praise is that of the Heavenly hosts. The next highest form of praise is 
received from the souls of the Tzaddikim both from those who were not yet born into this 
world and still live in the supernal chamber called the guf (Yevomos 62a) and higher praise 
from the neshomos of the Tzaddikim who had already been in this world and whose souls had 
now returned back to Otzar HaChaim. They all sing and praise Hashem and Hashem 
acknowledges their praise, as it says in Mishlei 16:4, “Hashem made everything for His praise”.  

The highest form of praise and song, says the Ohr HaChaim, comes, however, from 
those souls who are alive right now, down here in this world, in physical bodies. This is 
because the flesh prevents us from perceiving Hashem and forces us to exert effort to love 
Hashem and sing His praises. This avoda is the most cherished and beloved to Hashem above 
all else precisely because of the effort involved, as is explained at length in the words of 
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Chazal and in Sefer HaZohar. 

This is why Moshe wisely chose this title for Hashem when he praised Hashem and 
called Him “G-d of spirits of all flesh”, meaning “G-d of the spirits that live now in the flesh”. 
You, Hashem, desire that they recognize You and praise You despite the difficulties and 
hindrances. It is therefore wrong to judge them and punish them because they will reject 
Your G-dly rulership over the spirits of these neshomos who are clothed right now living in 
the flesh and fulfilling Your desire. 

n n n 

  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). 
The method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of 
Erev Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 
for a connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit candle on the day 
that a relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 
people would like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only 
true on a yahrzeit but on every Yom Tov as well. 

The author of the Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a 
tefilla. Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 
Ottoman Empire at the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, 
as a public service. 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

� עַ עֵ א יוֹ לֶ �ֶ ל הַ עַ �ַ � ִמ גֵ מָ � הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת �ַ �צַ ְמ נִ ה הַ ילָ פִ ְ	 [ ָ�  ]ד"ד כמוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ� ָר ל 
 

____________ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת )מַ ְ� י נִ יל&עִ לְ ת &חַ נ&ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ  
 ְ�ַרֲחִמי1 ֶ�ְ	ַקֵ�ל, ֲאבוֵֹתינ& ֵוא/ֵהי ֶא/ֵקינ& 'ה י-נֶ פָ לְ � ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ  ,____________ת �ַ /��ֵ 

ל 2ֹ ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ�ַמֲע3ֶ  ֵ�י�, ְ�ִדי�&ר ֵ�י�, ְ�ַמַחָ�ָבה ֵ�י�, עו3ֶֹה ֶ��ִני ַהטוֹב ַמֲע3ֶה 2ָל &ְבָרצוֹ�
/ י ִמ ִא / י בִ ל )ה ֶ� מָ ָ� נְ & חַ ר& �פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ �ִ &, לאֵ ָר 3ְ יִ  -ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ� נְ י לִ יל&עִ לְ ת &חַ נ&ְמ לְ ת &כ&זְ לִ 
 .י1יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת �ִ רוֹ ר&1 צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ �פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה ִ	 � ֶ� צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ . ____________יק ִד צַ 

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 
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3) Learn about the person including history, culture, 

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.

n n

Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS BEGINNING 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeit/Sivan

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

+ 1111
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    of of of of TammuTammuTammuTammuzzzz ~ Begins Motzai Shabbos (

� Yosef HaTzaddik born and was 

� Rav Kalonymus [Klonymos] Kalman 

sefer Maor VoShemesh is one of the essential and most used 

the most celebrated of the followers of Rav Elimelech of Lizhensk, he started spreading 

Chassidus and heading the Jewish community of Cracow in 1785. At the end of his life he 

moved to Eretz Yisrael and is buried in the old cemetery of Tzefas, (5583/1823);

� Rav Yisrael ben Rav Moshe Najára, born in Damascus, Syria. He served as secretary of 

that community, in which his father was a 

Rav in Gaza where, upon his 

Tov. Although his works were attacked by Rav Chaim Vital, Rav Isaac Luria (the 

Rav Vital’s teacher, declared that Rav Najara‘s hymns were listened to with delight in 

heaven. He wrote hundreds of 

and hymns have been taken into the rituals and 

especially in Italy and Eretz

Koh Ribbon Olam (1555–1625) [

the Arizal, mechaber of Lekach

� Rav Shlomo Halberstam 

Meir Noson and grandson of Rav Chaim of Sanz, the 

was the daughter of the Imrei Noam

1863, where he became a close 

was appointed Rav of Bukovsk. He was appointed 

1880 chief Rav of Wisnicz, near Cracow, for thirteen years. In 1893, due to a heart 

condition, he was obliged to leave the city and move to the city of Bobowa, near Tarnow, a 

city endowed with fresh air, and there he founded the 

his petira, his son, Rav Benzion, succeeded him as the leader of thousands of Bobover 

Chassidim, (5665/1905); 

� Rav Dovid Grossman (1940

in 1949. He learned in the Telshe 

talmid of Rav Moshe Feinstein at 

moved to Washington Heights, where he became a sixth

Breuer’s, also serving as the principal of

Grossmans moved to Boro Park, where Rav Dovid became active in numerous 

organizations. In 1987, Rav Dovid accepted the position of chaplain at the Metropolitan 

Geriatric Center, a nursing home affil
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Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

Study some of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm
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~ Begins Motzai Shabbos (Jun 24
th

) 

born and was niftar on this date; 

Rav Kalonymus [Klonymos] Kalman HaLevi ben Rav Aharon Epstein of Cracow. His 

is one of the essential and most used seforim in 

most celebrated of the followers of Rav Elimelech of Lizhensk, he started spreading 

and heading the Jewish community of Cracow in 1785. At the end of his life he 

Yisrael and is buried in the old cemetery of Tzefas, (5583/1823);

Rav Moshe Najára, born in Damascus, Syria. He served as secretary of 

that community, in which his father was a Rav. Later he wandered widely and finally was 

in Gaza where, upon his petira, his son succeeded him. He was the mechaber

. Although his works were attacked by Rav Chaim Vital, Rav Isaac Luria (the 

Rav Vital’s teacher, declared that Rav Najara‘s hymns were listened to with delight in 

heaven. He wrote hundreds of piyutim, hymns and poems. Many of Rav Najara ‘s 

and hymns have been taken into the rituals and machzorim of Jews in different countries, 

Eretz Yisrael. He was the mechaber of the famous Shabbos 

1625) [Yated 2007 for 30th of Sivan: Rav Moshe Naj

Lekach Tov on Rashi (1580)], (5385/1625); 

 (1847/1848–1905/1906), the first Bobover Rebbe

Meir Noson and grandson of Rav Chaim of Sanz, the Divrei Chaim. Rav Shlomo’s mother 

Imrei Noam of Dzikov. He married in 1861, and moved to Sanz in 

1863, where he became a close talmid of the Sanzer Rav. In 1866, at the age of nineteen, he 

of Bukovsk. He was appointed Av Bais Din in Ushpitzin in 1879, then 

of Wisnicz, near Cracow, for thirteen years. In 1893, due to a heart 

condition, he was obliged to leave the city and move to the city of Bobowa, near Tarnow, a 

city endowed with fresh air, and there he founded the Chassidic dynasty of Bob

, his son, Rav Benzion, succeeded him as the leader of thousands of Bobover 

(1940–2005). Born in London, he moved with his family to Toronto 

in 1949. He learned in the Telshe Yeshiva in Cleveland for five years and, in 1960, became a 

of Rav Moshe Feinstein at Mesivta Tiferes Yerushalayim. After his marriage, he 

moved to Washington Heights, where he became a sixth-grade Rebbe in MTJ, and later in 

Breuer’s, also serving as the principal of Viener Bais Yaakov in Williamsburg. In 1974, the 

Grossmans moved to Boro Park, where Rav Dovid became active in numerous 

organizations. In 1987, Rav Dovid accepted the position of chaplain at the Metropolitan 

Geriatric Center, a nursing home affiliated with Maimonides Hospital, (5765/2005).

writings and teachings. 

www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 
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Rav Aharon Epstein of Cracow. His 

in Chassidus. One of 

most celebrated of the followers of Rav Elimelech of Lizhensk, he started spreading 

and heading the Jewish community of Cracow in 1785. At the end of his life he 

Yisrael and is buried in the old cemetery of Tzefas, (5583/1823); 

Rav Moshe Najára, born in Damascus, Syria. He served as secretary of 

. Later he wandered widely and finally was 

mechaber of Lekach 

. Although his works were attacked by Rav Chaim Vital, Rav Isaac Luria (the Arizal), 

Rav Vital’s teacher, declared that Rav Najara‘s hymns were listened to with delight in 

, hymns and poems. Many of Rav Najara ‘s piyutim 

of Jews in different countries, 

of the famous Shabbos zemer, 

: Rav Moshe Najara, student of 

Rebbe, son of Rav 

. Rav Shlomo’s mother 

of Dzikov. He married in 1861, and moved to Sanz in 

. In 1866, at the age of nineteen, he 

in Ushpitzin in 1879, then in 

of Wisnicz, near Cracow, for thirteen years. In 1893, due to a heart 

condition, he was obliged to leave the city and move to the city of Bobowa, near Tarnow, a 

dynasty of Bobova. After 

, his son, Rav Benzion, succeeded him as the leader of thousands of Bobover 

2005). Born in London, he moved with his family to Toronto 

and for five years and, in 1960, became a 

. After his marriage, he 

in MTJ, and later in 

in Williamsburg. In 1974, the 

Grossmans moved to Boro Park, where Rav Dovid became active in numerous chessed 

organizations. In 1987, Rav Dovid accepted the position of chaplain at the Metropolitan 

iated with Maimonides Hospital, (5765/2005). 
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� Rav Shmuel ben Yechiel of Cologne, killed by Crusaders, (4856/1096);

� Rav Nachman ben Rav Yitzchok of Horodenka, one of the first close colleagues of the 

Ba’al Shem Tov, whose mechutan

Breslov. In 1764, he immigrated to the Holy Land, and settled in Teverya. The following 

year, he passed away and was buried there. (According to 

already in Eretz Yisrael in 1750, and he passed away in 1772), (5525/1765);

� Rav Mordechai Zeev Itinger

� Rav Avrohom Twersky, the Trisker 

sefer Mogen Avrohom. He was o

Rebbe for fifty years, (5521/1889);

� Reb Elimelech Gavriel (Mike) Tress

� Rav Paltiel Friend. Born in the 1920s, Rav Paltiel grew up in the Brownsville section of 

Brooklyn and attended Mesivta Torah Vodaas

When Rav Dovid left to form 

1960s, the then-Rosh Yeshiva

approached by the small Torah

Yeshiva in their city. Rav Henoch appointed Rav Paltiel to be a 

Mercaz HaTorah. In the 1970s, he was again approached by Rav Henoch Leibowitz to 

assume the role of masmich

Avrohom Ginzberg, he formed a senior 

+ 3333
rdrdrdrd
    of of of of TammuzTammuzTammuzTammuz ~ Begins 

� Rav Yissochor Dov (Dr. Bernard) Illowy was born 1814 in

June 22, 1871 (5631) in Cincinnati, Ohio, as the result of an 

accident on his farm there. He was one of the great 

came to the USA in the 1800s. He was known for his oratory 

ability, and many of his English sermons 

published. He was reportedly an accomplished linguist, and besides 

a thorough knowledge of Latin, Greek and Hebrew, spoke fluent 

German, English, French and Italian. Unable to secure a position in 

the rabbinate in Europe due to his oppos

Empire, he immigrated to the United States where he had an easier 

time finding a position as a 

Syracuse, Philadelphia, Baltimore, St. Louis and New Orleans, and 

finally in Cincinnati, where he retired

United States, he was an ardent opponent of the spread of the Reform movement, eloquently 

and somewhat successfully challenging the movement’s religious innovations and 

leadership in the press in the United States and Germany

� Rav Yaakov HaLevi Sapir

Yemen), a collection of stories of his travels through India, Australia and Yemen, collecting 

tzedoka, having left Yerushalayim in 1859. An account of the lif

communities is written at length, (5646/1886);

� Rav Yosef Chaim Shneur Zalman Kotler
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Yechiel of Cologne, killed by Crusaders, (4856/1096); 

Rav Yitzchok of Horodenka, one of the first close colleagues of the 

mechutan he later became. His grandson was Rav Nachman of 

Breslov. In 1764, he immigrated to the Holy Land, and settled in Teverya. The following 

year, he passed away and was buried there. (According to Aliyos to Eretz

Yisrael in 1750, and he passed away in 1772), (5525/1765);

Rav Mordechai Zeev Itinger, co-mechaber of Mefarshei Hayam, (5623/1863);

, the Trisker Maggid (b. 1802), whose deroshos 

. He was one of eight sons of Rav Mordechai of Chernobyl and was 

for fifty years, (5521/1889); 

Reb Elimelech Gavriel (Mike) Tress, (b.1909), (5727/1967); 

. Born in the 1920s, Rav Paltiel grew up in the Brownsville section of 

Mesivta Torah Vodaas, becomimg a talmid of Rav Dovid Leibowitz. 

When Rav Dovid left to form Yeshiva Chofetz Chaim, Rav Paltiel left with him. In the late 

Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva Chofetz Chaim, Rav Henoch Leibowitz, was 

Torah community in Montreal asking for his help in starting a 

in their city. Rav Henoch appointed Rav Paltiel to be a Rosh Yeshiva

. In the 1970s, he was again approached by Rav Henoch Leibowitz to 

masmich of Chofetz Chaim. In his later years, together with Rav 

Avrohom Ginzberg, he formed a senior kollel of talmidim of the Yeshiva, (5763/2003).

~ Begins Monday Night (Jun 26
th

) 

(Dr. Bernard) Illowy was born 1814 in Kolin, Bohemia, and died on 

June 22, 1871 (5631) in Cincinnati, Ohio, as the result of an 

accident on his farm there. He was one of the great Rabbonim who 

came to the USA in the 1800s. He was known for his oratory 

ability, and many of his English sermons and addresses were 

published. He was reportedly an accomplished linguist, and besides 

a thorough knowledge of Latin, Greek and Hebrew, spoke fluent 

German, English, French and Italian. Unable to secure a position in 

the rabbinate in Europe due to his opposition to the Hapsburg 

Empire, he immigrated to the United States where he had an easier 

time finding a position as a Rav. He was Rav in New York City, 

Syracuse, Philadelphia, Baltimore, St. Louis and New Orleans, and 

finally in Cincinnati, where he retired. Throughout his tenure in the 

United States, he was an ardent opponent of the spread of the Reform movement, eloquently 

and somewhat successfully challenging the movement’s religious innovations and 

leadership in the press in the United States and Germany, (5631/1871); 

Sapir, Rav in Saana, Yemen. Mechaber of Even Sapir

Yemen), a collection of stories of his travels through India, Australia and Yemen, collecting 

, having left Yerushalayim in 1859. An account of the life of Yemenite Jewish 

communities is written at length, (5646/1886); 

Rav Yosef Chaim Shneur Zalman Kotler, Rosh Yeshiva Lakewood. Rav Schneur passed 

 

Rav Yitzchok of Horodenka, one of the first close colleagues of the 

he later became. His grandson was Rav Nachman of 

Breslov. In 1764, he immigrated to the Holy Land, and settled in Teverya. The following 

Eretz Yisrael, he was 

Yisrael in 1750, and he passed away in 1772), (5525/1765); 

, (5623/1863); 

 are recorded in his 

ne of eight sons of Rav Mordechai of Chernobyl and was 

. Born in the 1920s, Rav Paltiel grew up in the Brownsville section of 

of Rav Dovid Leibowitz. 

, Rav Paltiel left with him. In the late 

, Rav Henoch Leibowitz, was 

community in Montreal asking for his help in starting a 

Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva 

. In the 1970s, he was again approached by Rav Henoch Leibowitz to 

. In his later years, together with Rav 

, (5763/2003). 

Kolin, Bohemia, and died on 

United States, he was an ardent opponent of the spread of the Reform movement, eloquently 

and somewhat successfully challenging the movement’s religious innovations and 

Even Sapir (A Journey to 

Yemen), a collection of stories of his travels through India, Australia and Yemen, collecting 

e of Yemenite Jewish 

Lakewood. Rav Schneur passed 
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away in the nineteenth year, seventh month and second day after assuming his position as 

Rosh Yeshiva; equal to the day to the tenure of his father as 

extraordinary phenomenon was spoken of throughout the 

Shomayim he was considered a worthy son, 

father’s mission to build Torah

� Rav Menachem Mendel Schneerson

Russia, on the 11th of Nissan

Schneerson, he first met his predecessor, Rav

married his second daughter, Chaia Moussia (1901

are buried next to each other in Queens, New York, minutes away from JFK Airport. These 

are probably the most visited 

hours a day. There is a visitors’ center adjacent to the 

to sit and have refreshments. Directions are available on the website www.chabad.org. 

Those who live too far away can send a 

He became the seventh Rebbe

Yitzchok Schneerson, passed away in Brooklyn on the tenth day of 

Shevat, 1950. He initially resisted accepting the position 

decided to accept. He is widely acknowledged as one of the greatest 

Jewish leaders of the second half of the twentieth century. Although a 

dominant scholar in both the revealed and hidden aspects of 

and fluent in many languages and scientifi

best known for his extraordinary love and concern for every Jew. His 

emissaries around the globe dedicated to strengthening Judaism 

number in the thousands. Hundreds of volumes of his teachings have 

been printed, as well as dozens 

� Rav Shlomo Eiger of Lublin (1872

Yehuda, was the son of the first Lubliner 

(1816–1884), Rav Akiva Eiger’s grandson and a clo

Mordechai Yosef Leiner. Rav Shlomo married the daughter of the 

Wallerstein of Krushnik (45 miles east of Lublin), in 1887. When his father was 

1914, he became Rebbe. Lublin was the main city of Eas

since the fifteenth century, and perhaps earlier. In 1921, Lublin had a population of 37,337 

Jews, comprising over a third of its population. The Lubliner heritage was continued by Rav 

Shlomo’s cousin, Rav Avrohom Eiger, w

away in 2000, (5700/1940).

+ 4444
thththth
    of of of of TammuzTammuzTammuzTammuz ~ Begins 

� Rav Yaakov ben Meir (Rabbeinu Tam). The most famous of Rav Meir ben Shmuel’s sons, 

one of Rashi’s grandsons, he studied under his 

Rashbam), who was fifteen years his senior. His other older brother Yitzchok (

ten years older than Rav Yaakov. Born in Ramerupt, Rav Yaakov was only five (or nine, 

according to others) when Rashi 

succeeded his father as Rosh Yeshiva 

and financier. On the second day of 

city of Ramerupt, taking al
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away in the nineteenth year, seventh month and second day after assuming his position as 

to the day to the tenure of his father as Rosh Yeshiva

extraordinary phenomenon was spoken of throughout the Torah world as a sign that in 

he was considered a worthy son, talmid and successor, who carried on his 

Torah with total devotion, (5742/1982); 

Rav Menachem Mendel Schneerson, Lubavitcher Rebbe (b.1902). Born in Nikolaev, 

Nissan to Rebbetzin Chana and the Mekubol Rav Levi Yitzchok 

Schneerson, he first met his predecessor, Rav Yosef Yitzchok Schneerson, in 1923 and 

married his second daughter, Chaia Moussia (1901–88), in 1928. He and his father

are buried next to each other in Queens, New York, minutes away from JFK Airport. These 

are probably the most visited kevorim outside Eretz Yisrael and are accessible twenty

hours a day. There is a visitors’ center adjacent to the Ohel with a shul and place for people 

to sit and have refreshments. Directions are available on the website www.chabad.org. 

way can send a kvittel through their website. 

Rebbe of the Chabad dynasty after his father

Yitzchok Schneerson, passed away in Brooklyn on the tenth day of 

, 1950. He initially resisted accepting the position but then 

decided to accept. He is widely acknowledged as one of the greatest 

Jewish leaders of the second half of the twentieth century. Although a 

dominant scholar in both the revealed and hidden aspects of Torah 

and fluent in many languages and scientific subjects, the Rebbe is 

best known for his extraordinary love and concern for every Jew. His 

emissaries around the globe dedicated to strengthening Judaism 

number in the thousands. Hundreds of volumes of his teachings have 

been printed, as well as dozens of English renditions, (5754/1994); 

of Lublin (1872–1940). His father, Rav Avrohom of Lublin, the 

, was the son of the first Lubliner Rebbe, Rav Yehuda Leib (Rav Leibele) Eiger 

1884), Rav Akiva Eiger’s grandson and a close talmid of the Izhbitzer, Rav 

Mordechai Yosef Leiner. Rav Shlomo married the daughter of the 

Wallerstein of Krushnik (45 miles east of Lublin), in 1887. When his father was 

. Lublin was the main city of Eastern Poland. Jews had lived there 

since the fifteenth century, and perhaps earlier. In 1921, Lublin had a population of 37,337 

Jews, comprising over a third of its population. The Lubliner heritage was continued by Rav 

Shlomo’s cousin, Rav Avrohom Eiger, who established his court in Bnei Brak and passed 

away in 2000, (5700/1940). 

~ Begins Tuesday Night (Jun 27
th

) 

Meir (Rabbeinu Tam). The most famous of Rav Meir ben Shmuel’s sons, 

’s grandsons, he studied under his father and his older brother, Shmuel (the 

), who was fifteen years his senior. His other older brother Yitzchok (

ten years older than Rav Yaakov. Born in Ramerupt, Rav Yaakov was only five (or nine, 

Rashi was niftar, and thus was not zocheh to learn with him. He 

Rosh Yeshiva in Ramerupt. He was quite wealthy as a wine merchant 

and financier. On the second day of Shavuos of 1146, Crusaders entered and pillaged the 

city of Ramerupt, taking all of his possessions and inflicting five knife wounds in his head. 

away in the nineteenth year, seventh month and second day after assuming his position as 

 of Lakewood. This 

world as a sign that in 

and successor, who carried on his 

(b.1902). Born in Nikolaev, 

Rav Levi Yitzchok 

Yosef Yitzchok Schneerson, in 1923 and 

88), in 1928. He and his father-in-law 

are buried next to each other in Queens, New York, minutes away from JFK Airport. These 

Yisrael and are accessible twenty-four 

and place for people 

to sit and have refreshments. Directions are available on the website www.chabad.org. 

dynasty after his father-in-law, Rav Yosef 

1940). His father, Rav Avrohom of Lublin, the Shevet 

, Rav Yehuda Leib (Rav Leibele) Eiger 

of the Izhbitzer, Rav 

Mordechai Yosef Leiner. Rav Shlomo married the daughter of the gevir, Rav Alter 

Wallerstein of Krushnik (45 miles east of Lublin), in 1887. When his father was niftar in 

tern Poland. Jews had lived there 

since the fifteenth century, and perhaps earlier. In 1921, Lublin had a population of 37,337 

Jews, comprising over a third of its population. The Lubliner heritage was continued by Rav 

ho established his court in Bnei Brak and passed 

Meir (Rabbeinu Tam). The most famous of Rav Meir ben Shmuel’s sons, 

father and his older brother, Shmuel (the 

), who was fifteen years his senior. His other older brother Yitzchok (Rivam) was 

ten years older than Rav Yaakov. Born in Ramerupt, Rav Yaakov was only five (or nine, 

to learn with him. He 

in Ramerupt. He was quite wealthy as a wine merchant 

of 1146, Crusaders entered and pillaged the 

l of his possessions and inflicting five knife wounds in his head. 
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He was saved by a nobleman, who promised the mob that he would convert the Rav. After 

this incident, Rabbeinu Tam moved to Troyes and opened a Yeshiva. On the 20th of Sivan, 

1771, the Jews of Blois, France, were subject to a blood libel, the first in Jewish history, and 

thirty-two Jews were killed. Rabbeinu Tam established that day as a fast day. Some of 

Rabbeinu Tam’s responsa are collected in Sefer HaYoshor. He disagreed with his 

grandfather in a number of areas. The most famous has to do with the order of the passages 

used in tefillin. Today there are two recognized standards for tefillin, one from Rashi and the 

other from Rabbeinu Tam. The accepted custom is for a married man to start to wear both 

types of tefillin. [Although no berocha is made while donning Rabbeinu Tam tefillin, the 

Rav was promised that to prove that his version ws also correct, whoever dons the tefillin 

will at least once make a berocha on the tefillin during his lifetime. He strenuously argued 

with whoever dared to go against Rashi’s position. When asked how he could go against his 

grandfather, his response was, “Precisely because he was my grandfather do I have 

permission to disagree with him, while others may not!!”, (1100–4931/1171); 

� Rav Yaakov Reinman (b. 1796), Rav of Narol, a town in western Galicia, a talmid of Rav 

Shlomo of Skohl and Rav Menachem Mendel of Rimanov. He was succeeded by his son, 

Rav Avrohom Reinman, (5601/1841); 

� Rav Yisrael Ezriel Hildesheimer, Rav of Berlin and Eisenstadt, talmid of the Aruch L’Ner 

(1820–5531/1899); 

� Rav Eliyohu Lupas, Rav in Yeshiva Poras Yosef, mechaber of Sefer Imrei Pi and Ben 

Avichayal, (5698/1938); 

� Rav Nissim Chaim Moshe Mizrachi, Rishon LeTzion of Yerushalayim and mechaber of 

Admas Kodesh, (5709/1949); 

� Rav Chaim Moshe Mandel, Mekubol in Bnei Brak, (5766/1996); 

� Rav Mordechai Shakovitzky, Rav in Leeds (England), Rosh Kollel in Johannesburg, 

where he was one of the founders of the South African Kiruv Movement, and later Rosh 

Yeshiva Pischei Teshuva, Yerushalayim. He was the son of Rav Naftoli HaKohen 

Shakovitzky, the Gateshead Rav, before Rav Mordechai Miller, and son-in-law of Rav 

Zalman Yosef Aloni Dubow (Rav and Av Bais Din of Dublin, Ireland), (5758/1998). 

+ 5555
thththth
    of of of of TammuzTammuzTammuzTammuz ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Jun 28

th
) 

� Rav Yisrael Verbrom, of Stashov, (5605/1845); 

� Rav Ezriel Meir of Lublin (1873–1941). Born to Rav Avrohom Eiger of Lublin, a 

descendant of Rav Akiva Eiger. He reluctantly took the reigns of the Lublin Chassidim after 

his father’s petira in 1914. In 1913, Rav Ezriel Meir and his brother founded Yeshiva 

Ahavas Torah in Lublin, moving it to Warsaw a few years after WWI. Warsaw had the 

largest Chassidic community in the world at that time. Jews had first settled there during the 

fourteenth century, after the reign of King Kasimierz, and it was then inundated by the 

Chassidic movement at the end of the eighteenth century. By 1939, Warsaw had a 

population of about 393,950 Jews, which was approximately one-third of the city’s total 

population, (5701/1941). 

� Rav Bentzion Shemtov, born in Russia in 1902 (5662), has been described as an 

extraordinary person, an outstanding example of a true Lubavitcher Chassid. He learned in 

his youth in the Tomchei Temimim Yeshiva in the town of Lubavitch. In later years, he was 

banished to jails and prison camps in Siberia for teaching Judaism to children. While there 

his toes were frostbitten because of the severe Siberian cold, and for the rest of his life he 
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had to wear specially made boots. This did 

Judaism. In spite of discomfort, he was always cheerful and constantly saw the bright side 

of things. For example, his daughter Frieda (Sudak) was once criticizing his Siberian exile, 

denouncing the Soviet authorities for their cruelty. Rav Shemtov rebuked her. He pointed 

out that the cold weather was good for his asthma! In any case, he continued, Siberia was 

preferable to being called up to serve in the Russian Army. In 1947 (5707) he and his wife 

and family were free to immigrate to England. His wife Golda was also said to be a 

wonderful person, who voluntarily accompanied her husband into exile. She was a woman 

of great and simple faith. Together, they had four sons and two daughters.

Immediately on arrival in the United 

Kingdom, the Rav started the first Lubavitch 

institution in London: a school with an 

enrollment of three pupils that operated out of 

his personal residence. That humble 

beginning was the foundation of the 

Lubavitch Empire in Great Britain 

Shemtov traveled extensively on behalf of the 

Lubavitcher Rebbe, to spread and support 

Torah in North and South America and in 

Eretz Yisrael, working for 

1975 (5735), he went to Kfar Chabad, 

Yisrael, to set up a printing a

cooperative for Russian immigrants. 

Tragically, he was struck by a car there, and 

passed on. He suffered no pain and no long illness. That is what Rav Shemtov preferred. He 

was niftar in Eretz Yisrael and was buried in the Holy City of Yeru

Events from History: 

� Yechezkel HaNovi’s Vision of the Chariot (429 BCE). On the fifth day of 

year 3332 from Creation (429 BCE), Yechezkel 

prophesy outside Eretz Yisrael, beheld a 

spiritual infrastructure of creation.

+ 6666
thththth
    of of of of TammuzTammuzTammuzTammuz ~ Begins 

� Rav Yosef Yehoshua Taub

� Rav Yisrael Yaakov Algazi

He was a great Mekubol and served the 

replacing the Botei Kehuna

Yeshiva. His seforim include 

Yaakov (1680–5516/1756); 

� Rav Chaim de la Rosa, Mekubol

(5546/1786); 

� Rav Shmuel ben Rav Dovid Majar, 

Chassidei Bais El. The year of his 

Avinu. This means that it has the energy of idol worship as well as 

In Hebrew, Terach is used as a colloquial expression of “an old and foolish man”, 
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had to wear specially made boots. This did not stop him walking thousands of miles to teach 

Judaism. In spite of discomfort, he was always cheerful and constantly saw the bright side 

of things. For example, his daughter Frieda (Sudak) was once criticizing his Siberian exile, 

uthorities for their cruelty. Rav Shemtov rebuked her. He pointed 

out that the cold weather was good for his asthma! In any case, he continued, Siberia was 

preferable to being called up to serve in the Russian Army. In 1947 (5707) he and his wife 

y were free to immigrate to England. His wife Golda was also said to be a 

wonderful person, who voluntarily accompanied her husband into exile. She was a woman 

of great and simple faith. Together, they had four sons and two daughters.

al in the United 

started the first Lubavitch 

institution in London: a school with an 

enrollment of three pupils that operated out of 

his personal residence. That humble 

beginning was the foundation of the 

Lubavitch Empire in Great Britain today. Rav 

Shemtov traveled extensively on behalf of the 

, to spread and support 

in North and South America and in 

Yisrael, working for Klal Yisrael. In 

1975 (5735), he went to Kfar Chabad, Eretz 

Yisrael, to set up a printing and book-binding 

cooperative for Russian immigrants. 

Tragically, he was struck by a car there, and 

passed on. He suffered no pain and no long illness. That is what Rav Shemtov preferred. He 

Yisrael and was buried in the Holy City of Yerushalayim, (5735/1975);

’s Vision of the Chariot (429 BCE). On the fifth day of 

year 3332 from Creation (429 BCE), Yechezkel HaNovi, the only one of the prophets to 

Yisrael, beheld a vision of the Divine Chariot representing the 

spiritual infrastructure of creation. 

~ Begins Thursday Night (Jun 29
th

) 

Rav Yosef Yehoshua Taub, the Binyamina Rebbe, (5776/2016); 

Rav Yisrael Yaakov Algazi, grandson of Rav Shlomo Algazi, mechaber

and served the Sefardi community in Turkey and Yerushalayim, 

Botei Kehuna, and led Yeshiva Neve Sholom Bris Avrohom

include Ar’a Derabonon, Emes LeYaakov, Neos Yaa

 

Mekubol. Talmid of the Rashash and mechaber 

Rav Dovid Majar, Av Bais Din in Yerushalayim and 

. The year of his Hillula has the energy of Terach, the father of Avrohom 

. This means that it has the energy of idol worship as well as teshuva

In Hebrew, Terach is used as a colloquial expression of “an old and foolish man”, 

not stop him walking thousands of miles to teach 

Judaism. In spite of discomfort, he was always cheerful and constantly saw the bright side 

of things. For example, his daughter Frieda (Sudak) was once criticizing his Siberian exile, 

uthorities for their cruelty. Rav Shemtov rebuked her. He pointed 

out that the cold weather was good for his asthma! In any case, he continued, Siberia was 

preferable to being called up to serve in the Russian Army. In 1947 (5707) he and his wife 

y were free to immigrate to England. His wife Golda was also said to be a 

wonderful person, who voluntarily accompanied her husband into exile. She was a woman 

of great and simple faith. Together, they had four sons and two daughters. 

passed on. He suffered no pain and no long illness. That is what Rav Shemtov preferred. He 

shalayim, (5735/1975); 

’s Vision of the Chariot (429 BCE). On the fifth day of Tammuz of the 

, the only one of the prophets to 

vision of the Divine Chariot representing the 

aber of Yovin Shemua. 

community in Turkey and Yerushalayim, 

Yeshiva Neve Sholom Bris Avrohom and Bais Kel 

Neos Yaakov, and She’eris 

 of Toras Chochom, 

in Yerushalayim and Rosh Yeshiva of 

has the energy of Terach, the father of Avrohom 

teshuva for idol worship. 

In Hebrew, Terach is used as a colloquial expression of “an old and foolish man”, 
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(5608/1848) 

� Rav Moshe ben Rav Yaakov Hager of Kossov, mechaber of Leket Ani (b. 1860). The 

Kossov dynasty began with Rav Menachem Mendel, the Ohev Yisrael of Kossov (1768–

1826), the son of Rav Koppel Chassid, a talmid of the Ba’al Shem Tov. It was Rav 

Menachem Mendel who first adopted the family name Hager, which still prevails in the 

Vizhnitz dynasty, an offshoot of the Kossov court. Kossov is a town that lies at the foot of 

the Carpathian Mountains, in East Galicia, near the confluence of Hungary, Czechoslovakia 

and Romania. Jews had lived there since the fifteenth century at least. Rav Menachem 

Mendel’s grandson, Rav Yaakov Shimshon, married at the age of fifteen, but had remained 

childless for about thirty-two years, remarrying twice during that time, and then Rav Moshe 

was born. Rav Yaakov Shimshon passed away in 1880, when his son, Moshe, was only 

twenty. One year later, he took his post as Rebbe. Rav Moshe was succeeded by his son Rav 

Chaim, who ultimately perished in the Holocaust. After the war, the Kossov dynasty was 

continued in Boro Park by a son of Rav Moshe’s daughter, Rav Avrohom Yehoshua 

Heschel, (5685/1925); 

� Rav Aharon Levin, Rav of of Reisha-Sambur, (5700/1940); 

� Rav Yitzchok Chaim Krisnetzky, Rosh Yeshiva Metzuyonim, Yerushalayim, (5756/1996). 

+ 7777
thththth
    of of of of TammuzTammuzTammuzTammuz ~ Begins Friday Night (Jun 30

th
) 

� Rav Pinchas HaLevi Horowitz of Nikolsberg, Ba’al Haflo’a and Rav of Frankfurt (1730–

1805/5565) ben Rav Tzvi Hirsch of Chortkov. One of the great talmidim of the Maggid of 

Mezritch, together with his brother, the Rebbe Reb Shmelke of Nikolsberg. He wrote Sefer 

HaMakneh on Gemora and Halocha and Ponim Yofos on Chumash. As a youth, the Chasam 

Sofer learned with Rav Pinchas HaLevi, whom he considered his Rebbe muvhok. His son, 

Rav Tzvi Hirsch, followed him as Rav of Frankfurt. Toward the end of his life, the 

Enlightenment and Reform movements began their entries into Frankfurt. In 1805, a 

Reform school was established there, despite the firm opposition of its Rabbonim, [Some 

say 4th of Tammuz, Hamodia 2007], (5565/1805); 

� Rav Boruch Frankel-Teumim lived in Oshpitzin, mechaber of Boruch Ta’am and Tuv 

Ta’am. He was the father-in-law of Rav Chaim of Sanz and the great-grandfather of Rav 

Shlomo Halberstam, the first Bobover Rebbe, (5888/1828); 

� Rav Yechiel Yehuda Isaacson, founder of Yeshiva Toras Emes in Los Angeles. After his 

petira, his name was added to that of the Yeshiva, (5737/1977); 

� Rav Gedalia Schorr (1911–1979/5739). Born in the town of Istrik to Rav Avrohom Schorr, 

a Rizhiner Chassid, Rav Gedalia moved to America with his family at the age of ten and 

was one of the first students of Mesivta Torah Vodaas under Rav Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz. 

He joined the first group of the Daf Yomi cycle when he was twelve years old, and started 

delivering shiur on the daf when he was fifteen. At Torah Vodaas, he studied with Rav 

Dovid Leibowitz, grandson of the Chofetz Chaim’s brother. When he was twenty, he began 

giving shiur at the Mesivta. After he was married, he left for Europe to study under Rav 

Aharon Kotler at Kletzk. However, one year later, he was told by the American consul in 

Warsaw to return home because of the imminent danger. He worked closely with Agudas 

Yisrael’s rescue efforts during the war. In 1946, he was appointed Menahel Ruchani, along 

with Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky, of Mesivta Torah Vodaas, a post he maintained for thirty-

three years. In 1956, after the petira of Rav Reuven Grozovsky, he also became Rosh 

Yeshiva of Bais Medrash Elyon, the post-graduate division of Torah Vodaas. His discourses 
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have been collected in the sefer Ohr Gedalyohu, (5739/1979); 

� Rav Simcha Bunim Alter, the Gerrer Rebbe from 1977–1992, also known as the Lev 

Simcha. He originated the Daf Yomi for the Talmud Yerushalmi. He was the son of Rav 

Avrohom Mordechai, the Imrei Emes. He became Rebbe after his brother, the Bais Yisrael, 

passed away on the 2nd of Adar, (5752/1992). 

� Rebbetzin Raizel Portugal, the Skulener Rebbetzin (1925–2005). Born in Yapa, Romania, 

a city near Sighet, Romania, her father, Rav Menachem Zev Stern, one of the talmidim of 

the Satmar Rebbe, was the Rav of Vishava, Romania, and later of Givat Shaul. Her mother 

was the daughter of Rav Meir Barnet, the Ba’al Divrei Meir, (5765/2005). 

 

Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
The Maharil, in Hilchos Taanis, teaches us that the reason why there is a custom to visit 

the Bais hachaim on a fast is because “this place is the resting place of the Tzaddikim and is 
therefore sanctified, pure and holy and our tefillos are more readily heard, accepted and 
answered when davened on holy ground. When you daven there, do not make requests of the 
dead who are buried there; rather ask Hashem to answer you mercifully in their merit. Then 
circle around the graves and donate charity before reciting tefillos.” 

בית הקברות הוא מקו� מנוחת הצדיקי� ומתו	 כ	 הוא מקו� קדוש וטהור התפילה נתקבלה 
ת שית� עליו רחמי� בזכות “א	 יבקש מהשי, א	 אל ישי� מגמתו נגד המתי�, ש� יותר

.וית� צדקה קוד� שיאמר התחינות, ויקי� הקברות, הצדיקי� שוכני עפר  
The Zohar in VaYeira page 71 teaches us that if we suffer any calamity or tragedy we have 

the custom to go and daven at the kevorim of Tzaddikim. The reason for this is that we approach 
them with fasting, remorse and repentance, and we have in mind that the departed souls ask and 
daven for us before Hashem on High, as opposed to the prohibition against speaking to the dead 
which is an idolatrous practice where the idol worshippers sought out the impure dead souls and 
bodies using sorcery and witchcraft. Instead, beseech our Tzaddikim who, in gan eden, are truly 
alive, and ask through tefilla and fasting and teshuva alone. 

 

Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Kalonymus Kalman Ben Aharon HaLevi EpsteinRav Kalonymus Kalman Ben Aharon HaLevi EpsteinRav Kalonymus Kalman Ben Aharon HaLevi EpsteinRav Kalonymus Kalman Ben Aharon HaLevi Epstein,,,,    1111stststst    of of of of TammuzTammuzTammuzTammuz    

The Maor VoShemesh    

This is One of Mine!  

When Rav Kalonymus Kalman 
Epstein of Cracow, mechaber of Maor 
VoShemesh, was but a young child, Rav 
Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev visited his 

town. The young boy hid beneath the 
Berditchever’s tallis as children do, to see 
what the Rebbe was doing as he prayed. 
The manner and conduct of the Tzaddik 
left such an impression on Rav Epstein, 
that from that point on a holy fire burned 
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within him! When Rav Epstein grew up, he 
became a well-known talmid of the Rebbe 
Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk. Reb Elimelech 
once met the Berditchever in Rav Epstein’s 
company. Reb Elimelech prided himself on 
having such an illustrious and holy person 
as one of his own students. The 
Berditchever took a good look at the 
mechaber of Maor VoShemesh. He then 
recognized on his face, that the Rav 
standing before him was that same boy 
from years ago. “No, no,” said the 
Berditchever to Rav Elimelech, “this is one 
of mine! When he was but a five-year-old 
and he hid under my tallis, the holiness 
and sanctity already left its mark until he 
reached his current level and stature.” 
(Avodas Levi, p. 98).  

 

Three Stories From My Sefer, MiPeninei 
Noam Elimelech:  

Almost With the Rebbe  

Rav Aharon of Cracow, the son of 
the mechaber of Maor VoShemesh, related 
the following story about a visit he made 
with his father to the Rebbe’s tziun:  

“Once, my father and I traveled to 
the tziun in Lizhensk. Rav Kalonymus, the 
Maor VoShemesh, asked his family and 
followers to allow him to enter the building 
that housed the Rebbe Reb Elimelech’s 
grave alone; no one was allowed to enter 
while he was in there. Of course they 
consented, and he entered alone, while his 
followers and family, including Rav Aharon 
of Cracow, remained outside.  

“Once he entered, he closed the door 
behind him from the inside. He stayed 
inside for a very long time. His family grew 
worried because they knew that his custom 
was not to tarry so long. They feared that 
something had happened to him. They 
broke down the door and entered and 
found Rav Kalonymus lying prostrate on 
the grave of Reb Elimelech. They attempted 
to revive him and after several strong 

attempts finally succeeded in doing so. 
When he regained consciousness, the 
Rebbe was agitated. ‘What have you done 
to me?!’ he exclaimed. ‘If you had allowed 
me to lie here just a few minutes longer I 
would have gone straight into Gan Eden 
together with the Rebbe [Reb Elimelech]!‘“  

 

A Guest for Tea  

The following story was related in 
the name of the Shinover Rav: The 
mechaber of the Chassidic work Maor 
VoShemesh was a talmid of Reb Elimelech. 
One time he asked Reb Elimelech to be 
allowed to serve him so that he could 
thereby learn directly from his Rebbe. Reb 
Elimelech consented and asked him for a 
cup of tea. The talmid prepared the tea and 
brought it in to give it to the Rebbe. When 
he entered the room, he saw the awesome 
figure of an old man sitting beside Reb 
Elimelech. He was overcome with such fear 
and tremors that he dropped the cup, 
spilling the tea on the floor, and ran out. 
Later, Reb Elimelech saw his talmid and 
asked him why he hadn’t given him the tea 
he had requested. He had brought it, he 
answered, but when he saw the figure of 
the old man, he was so frightened he 
spilled the tea. “Oy vey iz das kind,” said 
the Rebbe, “vus ken nisht kiken dem tatten 
in punim arein.” (Woe to the child who 
cannot look his own father in the face!) 
“That old man you saw was none other 
than Avrohom Avinu!” (Eser Tzachtzochos 
24; Ohel Elimelech 245)  

 

Enough Time to Sleep in the Grave  

It says in the sefer Maor VoShemesh 
(Ki Seitzei 22:12): “Every Jewish man 
whose fear of Heaven touches his heart, 
and who wishes to serve Hashem, should 
be as fierce as a lion upon awakening in the 
morning. His deposit has now been 
returned to him – that is, his soul – and 
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thus he should not overindulge in sleep. 
Rather, he should stand up and serve 
Hashem in holiness, whether through 
learning Torah or singing songs of praise, 
pouring out his words like water from his 
heart before Hashem. So it could be 

observed of our master, teacher, and Rav, 
the holy Rebbe Reb Elimelech: as soon as 
he would awaken from his sleep, he would 
immediately cry out, ‘Woe to you! You have 
wasted time with your sleeping!’” (Ohel 
Elimelech 48; Eser Tzachtzochos 38). 

    

Rav Nachman Ben Yitzchok of HorodenkaRav Nachman Ben Yitzchok of HorodenkaRav Nachman Ben Yitzchok of HorodenkaRav Nachman Ben Yitzchok of Horodenka, , , , 2222
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Talmid of the Ba’al Shem Tov    
The Machlokes Between the Arizal 
and the Ba’al Shem Tov 

The Ba’al Shem Tov was once sitting 
together with his chevraya kaddisha, 
studying the mystical kavonos of the 
mikve. When the Ba’al Shem taught certain 
kavonos some of the talmidim present 
were surprised and they pointed out an 
apparent issue with the Ba’al Shem’s 
teaching: “Rebbe, how can this be? Doesn’t 
the holy Arizal explain and teach these 
kavonos differently?”  

When the Ba’al Shem heard their 
question, he leaned his head back and sank 
into a deep state of rapture and dveikus; 
his face blazed like a torch, his eyes bulged 
and his soul soared heavenward to the 
higher lofty realms. 

The chevraya were all seized with 
trembling and awe, all of them except Rav 
Nachman Horodenka who was greatly 
annoyed with himself; he felt more and 
more drowsy. “How can this be? The Ba’al 
Shem’s neshoma rises to spiritual heights 
and all the talmidim sit here in awe and 
fear, and I am tired and sleepy?!” He 
fought to remain awake, he tried to pry his 
eyes open – but to no avail, and as he 
battled the sleep and fatigue that overtook 
him he simply lost consciousness and 
drifted off into a doze. He slept, and he 
dreamed, and he saw a vision: 

A great commotion was going on 
and a large mass of people were running 
and making their way somewhere and he 
ran after them. “Where are you all running 
to?” he asked, out of breath.  

“Our holy Rav is about to speak and 
teach us,” they replied as they ran.  

“Who is your Rav?” he asked, but 
they were all in such a rush that no one 
answered Rav Nachman. 

Rav Nachman followed them and 
they reached a large building that was very 
handsome, beautiful and stately, filled with 
people from one end to the other. They all 
appeared important and sagely and among 
them suddenly was none other than the 
holy Ba’al Shem Tov, who made his way to 
the front and began to teach, the same 
derosha on kavonos hamikve that Rav 
Nachman had just heard. Just then a young 
Tzaddik stood by the Ba’al Shem and began 
to counter and contradict the Ba’al Shem 
Tov’s teachings.  

“Who is this Rav?” asked Rav 
Nachman and he was told that he was the 
Arizal. The argument between the holy 
Arizal and the holy Ba’al Shem Tov 
continued and they debated back and forth 
until finally at the conclusion the Arizal 
agreed to the interpretation and 
explanation of the Ba’al Shem Tov. 

Suddenly, Rav Nachman awoke; he 
was back among the talmidim, sitting 
among them as they discussed the Ba’al 
Shem’s apparent contradiction to the 
Arizal’s kavonos hamikve. As Rav 
Nachman awoke, the Ba’al Shem turned to 
him and said, “Nu, I took you along so you 
could testify as to who is right. Now tell 
them all whose kavonos are correct and 
testify before them what you saw and who 
won the argument.”  
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Needless to say on whose behalf Rav 
Nachman testified, and the Ba’al Shem 
concluded his derosha and left. (Shivchei 
HaBa’al Shem) 

 

Levayos at Midnight 

After Rav Nachman Horodenka had 
moved to Eretz Yisrael, he was often 
awakened after chatzos by someone 
knocking at his window. Whenever this 
occurred he would dress and go outside. 
When asked where he was going, he 
explained that he was being summoned to 
a levaya to accompany one of the great 
Tzaddikim who had passed away outside 

Eretz Yisrael in Chutz LaAretz and was 
now being buried here in Eretz Yisrael. 
Sometimes he took another companion. 
One of his companions to these wondrous 
levayos once opened the shutters after 
especially loud and persistent knocking 
woke them one night. He said that 
although it was after midnight when he 
looked outside, the sky was bright and 
sunny as if it were midday and a throng of 
many thousands of people dressed in 
finery, wearing the fur hats known as 
spodiks were all rushing to the levaya of a 
great Tzaddik who had just passed away in 
Chutz LaAretz. (Kisvei Rav Yoshe Prager 
of Brisk p. 84) 

    
Rav Pinchas Ben Tzvi Hirsch HorowitzRav Pinchas Ben Tzvi Hirsch HorowitzRav Pinchas Ben Tzvi Hirsch HorowitzRav Pinchas Ben Tzvi Hirsch Horowitz, , , , 7777
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Mechaber of Haflo’a, HaMakneh and Ponim Yofos 

How Rav Pinchas Learned Torah So 
True that Even Rova Agreed 

Rav Yisrael of Rizhin once recounted 
what he had heard from Rav Yitzchok of 
Radvil how the two holy brothers, the 
Rebbe Reb Shmelke of Nikolsberg and Rav 
Pinchas of Frankfurt were once both guests 
in the home of Rav Michele Zlotshuver 
when he was away. He left instructions to 
make them feel at home and honor them as 
befit important guests. 

They were given adjoining rooms 
that had a door between them that could be 
opened to connect them, which was closed, 
but not all the way. It happened that when 
a young man entered, dressed in modern 
German style with a short coat, he was 
shown to Rav Pinchas’s room. This young 
man had studied with Rav Pinchas in 
Frankfurt and they rejoiced at the reunion 
and began to speak in learning. Meanwhile, 
in the next connecting room, the Rebbe 
Reb Shmelke sat wrapped in his tallis, 
crowned in his tefillin all day as was his 
custom, speaking only in Torah and 
learning and engaging in no idle, mundane 

chatter and his main language of speech 
was in Loshon Kodesh!  

Rav Pinchas and his talmid were 
discussing aloud a possible topic for the 
young man’s upcoming derosha, since he 
was a chosson, and at his chasuna he 
would be asked to deliver a derosha as was 
the custom in those days. Rav Pinchas 
began to recite a statement in the Gemora, 
“Amar Rova – Rova said,” and proceeded 
to ask no less than twenty-two questions 
and difficulties with this Gemora. He then 
answered all twenty-two questions with 
one answer in one fell swoop! Because the 
door between the two adjoining rooms was 
slightly ajar, the Rebbe Reb Shmelke heard 
this entire exchange, got up, entered the 
room and said, “My holy brother, that is 
the whole truth. That explanation and the 
answer you gave is exactly the meaning of 
that statement in the Gemora by Rova. I 
know this because Rova just visited me in 
my room and he himself told me that you 
got it right and that is exactly what he 
meant!” This is the story that Rav Yitzchok 
of Radvil told the Rizhiner that he himself 
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had witnessed in his father’s home between 
these two holy brothers. (Menora 

HaTehora p. 15 #17) 



Rav Simcha Bunim AlterRav Simcha Bunim AlterRav Simcha Bunim AlterRav Simcha Bunim Alter, , , , 7777thththth    of of of of SivanSivanSivanSivan    

The Gerrer Rebbe, mechaber of Lev Simcha

The Gerrer Rebbe Knows When A 
Good Apple Will Do The Trick 

In honor of the Yahrzeit of Rav 
Simcha Bunim Alter, the Lev Simcha 
MiGur, let me share with you a story I 
heard last week about the Gerrer Rebbe by 
Rav Yitzchok Zilberstein Shlit”a. 

A family with six growing children lived in 
a tiny two-bedroomed apartment and 
desperately needed to build an extension. 
The neighbors were all fully understanding 
and raised no objection. Only the city 
council adamantly refused to grant 
permission. 

The father went to the Gerrer Rebbe 
and poured out his heart. Instead of the 
anticipated berocha, the Rebbe went to the 
next room and returned with an apple, 
which he gave to the young man. 

The man took the apple home, and 
gathered his family to celebrate the 
shirayim he had been given. With all his 
children looking on in anticipation, he 
carefully cut the precious fruit into eight 
even slices, so that everyone could have a 
share. Just at that moment, the 
government inspector arrived, and was 
shocked at what he saw. “I never realized 
what extreme poverty this poor family is 
enduring – they even have to share a single 
apple equally!” He immediately returned to 
his office and arranged for full permission 
to be granted. 

Thank you to our dear friend in 
Gateshead for this story! 

www.revach.net/stories/story-corner/The-Gerer-Rebbe-

Knows-When-A-Good-Apple-Will-Do-The-Trick/3892 
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By Rabbi Nosson Scherman 

The last day of Rav Gedalia Schorr’s 
life was typical of so many others, 
especially in his later years. It should have 
been a quieter day than most. The official 
Yeshiva school year was over. Nonetheless, 
Rav Schorr had gone to the Yeshiva to 
arrange personal favors for a few of the 
young people under his care. Such private 
favors were an essential part of his life; 
they had always been a major component 
of his broad definition of his duties and 
responsibilities, both as a Jew and as a 
Rosh Yeshiva. While there, he became 
engaged in an impromptu discussion that 
involved another of those duties and 
responsibilities. 

Someone had sharply criticized 
another person. The Rosh Yeshiva 
responded with the calm and good humor 
that were his trademarks. The conversation 
was not pleasant; he maintained his 
composure with difficulty, but would not 
permit another human being’s worth to be 
dragged down. Such experiences were 
especially taxing for him, because of the 
nature of the discussion and because it was 
characteristic of him to recognize the 
justice on both sides of a seemingly 
unbridgeable chasm. The person he 
defended that Sunday would never learn 
what had happened. Rav Schorr never told 
people what he had done for them, because 
they would have been embarrassed, and 



16 � Korach / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

because he understood helping a fellow 
Jew as an obligation to Hashem, not as a 
means of accumulating the IOUs on which 
power is built. Other Yeshiva matters were 
brought up, and then he left for the day. 

Tomorrow would have been another 
day; in fact, it might well have become a 
historic one for Torah institutions 
throughout the metropolitan area. Rav 
Schorr had become the acknowledged 
leader and principal spokesman for 
Yeshivos in a new initiative with the 
Federation of Jewish Philanthropies of 
New York, which, if successful, could have 
resulted in a major victory in the constant 
struggle to stave off financial catastrophe 
for Torah education. For the next day he 
had called a meeting of representatives of 
major Yeshivos with Federation officials. It 
was not his style to call meetings, but these 
institutions looked to him as the ones that 
could best represent them. In his quiet, 
unassuming way – and with the 
characteristic shrug that said, “Couldn’t 
you find someone better?” he acceded. In 
an informal meeting on the issue with a 
Federation leader, his combination of 
Torah aristocracy, passionate sincerity, 
gentle wit and winning personality had 
achieved a significant breakthrough. 
Another meeting with another key leader 
was to be arranged later in the week. 

But that Yeshiva meeting would be 
the next day. That night – Sunday evening, 
the 7th of Tammuz, 5739/July, 1979 – he 
would be at the Sheva Berochos of a talmid 
and his bride. 

Rav Schorr was asked to speak. The 
aggravation of the day and the tension of 
the morrow disappeared from his 
consciousness as he immersed himself in 
the world he knew and loved best – the 
world of Torah. The riches of his vast 
treasury of knowledge would be culled for 
appropriate verses, passages and thoughts. 
Some famous speakers captivate the 
majority of their audiences, but generally, 
the greater the scholarship of an individual 

listener, the more unimpressed, even 
bored, he will be. With Rav Schorr the 
opposite was true. So quick were his 
thoughts, so profound his insights, so 
complex his tapestry, so original his ideas, 
so well-documented his references, so 
wide-ranging his allusions, that only the 
most learned of his listeners could truly 
comprehend and fully appreciate his 
mastery of content. 

At this particular Sheva Berochos, 
most of his listeners were Polish Chassidim 
of scholarly background. They could 
appreciate better than most his command 
of Sfas Emes, Rav Tzodok of Lublin, 
Maharal and the other masters whose 
thoughts Rav Schorr expounded and 
interpreted in a manner both unique and 
awe-inspiring. A few days before, he had 
spoken at the bris mila of the infant son of 
a former talmid, now a prominent Yeshiva 
educator. Then, his most enthralled and 
admiring listener had been a senior Rosh 
Yeshiva in one of America’s most 
distinguished Lithuanian-type Yeshivos. 
That Rosh Yeshiva, a distinguished 
European Talmid Chochom and exponent 
of Mussar, unabashedly expressed his 
esteem for the American-trained Rav 
Schorr. 

He spoke, as he always did, with his 
head cocked slightly to one side and his 
eyes closed. He seemed to shut out the 
world. He was communicating Hashem’s 
Torah; the orator’s techniques – eye 
contact, voice modulation, dramatic effects 
– held no interest for him. He was thinking 
as he spoke because his brilliant mind was 
never at rest, adding asides and new flashes 
of insight. Though he eschewed rhetoric, 
the beauty of his thought would frequently 
find expression in felicity of phrase. As he 
spoke then, he smiled and said that 
forgiveness of sins on the wedding day is 
Hashem’s derosha geshank (gift) to 
chosson and kalla. 

Delivering both these talks, at the 
bris and at the Sheva Berochos, must have 
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been difficult, for he had not been well 
either day. But his listeners detected no 
weakness either time. Torah was his life, 
and gave him vigor. Perhaps that youthful 
exhilaration was Hashem’s gift to him, in 
return for the pride, glory and growth he 
gave the cause of Torah in this New World 
where people said it could never take root. 

He finished his talk and sat down. 
The fatigue showed. The Polish-bred Rosh 
Yeshiva next to him expressed 
appreciation. A former talmid and current 
friend (Rav Schorr never learned to keep 
people at the arm’s length that engenders 
awe) approached smilingly with hand 
extended. He had left the Bais Medrash of 
Torah Vodaas over twenty-five years 
earlier, and was now a grandfather. He 
shook hands with his Rebbe and said, 
“When I hear you speak it reminds me of 
my Yeshiva days.” Rav Schorr smiled and 
said, “Takeh, takeh, emes.” (Indeed, 
indeed. True.) 

His head then fell forward. The 
American Torah world had lost its greatest 
product. World Jewry had lost one of its 
greatest, most well-rounded Gedolim. And 
the still-unfinished process would begin of 
attempting to reveal the true picture of a 
man who devoted much of his genius to 
concealing his greatness from even his 
closest intimates. 

 

Years of Promise 

He was born to Rav Avrohom 
HaLevi Schorr and his wife in Istrick, a 
Galician shtetl near Pszemiszl, in Cheshvan 
5671(1910). They named him after his 
paternal grandfather, Gedalia, a highly 
respected Talmid Chochom and close 
Chassid of the Sadigerer Rebbe, grandson 
of the holy Rav Yisrael of Rizhin. Like his 
father and grandfather, the young Gedalia 
became a diligent scholar and devout 
Chassid. The Schorr family came to 
America when he was twelve years old, 
settling first on the Lower East Side and 

then moving to Williamsburg. Rav Gedalia 
dedicated himself to learning with a 
passion that he maintained throughout his 
life. 

On the fast of the 17th of Tammuz, 
when he was fifteen, he learned through 
the entire Masseches Sukka, not leaving his 
Gemora from morning until Maariv. For a 
period of over a year, he remained in an 
upstairs room of the family home, studying 
Torah without interruption. His mother, 
always solicitous of his study, brought him 
his meals. He completed several tractates 
that year, but he would not discuss details. 
From the time he reached his middle teens, 
it was his practice to study all through 
Thursday night and Friday, deliver a shiur 
after the evening meal to fellow 
mispallelim at the Zeirei Agudas Yisrael of 
Williamsburg, and only then go to sleep. 

Word spread that in America a 
youngster was developing into a Torah 
giant of European proportions. That was 
astonishing and inspiring for a country 
where one could count the high school-
level Yeshivos on the fingers of one hand 
and still have fingers to spare. The revered 
Rav of Lublin, Rav Meir Shapiro, spent 
many months in the United States when 
Rav Schorr was not yet twenty. As was his 
wont, the Lubliner Rav sought out 
promising young men and discussed their 
studies with them. Of the young Gedalia 
Schorr he said, “He has the most brilliant 
mind I have come across in America, and 
one of the most brilliant in the world.” 

 

Freshness and Brilliance 

During those formative years, he 
developed the all-embracing range of 
Torah knowledge that was almost uniquely 
his. His lightning grasp and incisive 
comprehension were complemented by a 
phenomenal memory. Shortly before his 
passing, he remarked in a casual 
conversation to a nephew that he had not 
seen a certain sefer since he had learned it 
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through at the age of nineteen. He then 
proceeded to quote from it as though he 
had seen it only yesterday. That sort of 
intellectual brilliance is the bane of many a 
genius; things come so easily to them that 
they seldom use their full potential. But, 
although he grew up at a time when the 
American Yeshivos offered little 
stimulating competition, Rav Schorr was 
driven by a relentless desire to achieve 
Torah greatness. His mind was inquisitive, 
voracious and fresh. 

Always ready to praise others, 
pinpointing their precise area of excellence, 
he once said of someone, “He has the 
unusual ability to look at a passage of 
Talmud as though he had never seen it 
before; his approach is never stale.” The 
same thing might have been said of 
himself. 

Rav Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz, 
Menahel of Torah Vodaas and the prime 
architect of the Yeshiva movement in 
America, looked to Rav Schorr as his own 
successor and as one of the leaders of the 
next generation. 

When Rav Schorr was only twenty-
one years old, Rav Mendlowitz appointed 
him to conduct the highest shiur in 
Mesivta Torah Vodaas. In later years, 
when Rav Shlomo Heiman, Rosh Yeshiva 
of Torah Vodaas, became ill and was 
unable to carry on his duties for a year and 
a half, Rav Shlomo asked that Rav Schorr 
replace him for the duration of the illness. 
Those were the years when heads would 
turn in Williamsburg at the sight of a tall, 
handsome, youthful man striding 
energetically down the street surrounded 
by others barely his junior who addressed 
him as Rebbe, while peppering him with 
questions on the day’s shiur. 

 

A Man of Here and Now 

Despite his scholastic achievements 
and the awe in which he was held by people 

two generations older, he was never a 
cloistered, other-worldly figure. 

In Williamsburg, like in other 
American Jewish communities of 
yesteryear, most Jews confined Shabbos to 
the mothballs with the other family 
heirlooms. Rav Schorr and another young 
man would prepare makeshift platforms of 
milk boxes or garbage cans on Friday 
afternoons at the corner of Lee Avenue and 
Hewes Street. On Shabbos, Rav Schorr 
would mount the platform and speak in 
Yiddish on behalf of the holy Shabbos, 
followed by his colleague, who spoke in 
English. 

Although Rav Schorr was the 
teacher, acknowledged Talmid Chochom 
and prime spiritual force of the 
Williamsburg Zeirei during those years, he 
was not above sweeping and mopping the 
shul on Friday afternoons when it was his 
turn. And when Rav Shlomo Heiman was 
coming to America with his Rebbetzin to 
become Rosh Yeshiva of Torah Vodaas, 
Rav Mendlowitz assigned Rav Schorr the 
task of finding and furnishing a suitable 
apartment for them. 

 

Kletzk 

In the 1930s, Rav Schorr had 
reached the virtual zenith of his profession. 
Still in his twenties, he was a leading Rosh 
Yeshiva in the western hemisphere’s 
premier Torah institution. But that sort of 
“making it” was not his goal. His definition 
of success was constant striving to grow in 
Torah and fear of Hashem. He had met 
many European Roshei Yeshiva who had 
been forced to raise funds in America for 
their impoverished institutions and 
destitute students, heard their lectures, and 
spoken with them; but he was most 
attracted to Rav Aharon Kotler. Soon after 
his marriage to Shifra Isbee in 1938, Rav 
Schorr left Torah Vodaas, accompanied by 
his wife, to study in Kletzk under Rav 
Aharon. 
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By the standards of Kletzk, without 
indoor plumbing and other rudimentary 
necessities of any American hovel, the 
Schorrs were well-to-do. Rebbetzin Schorr 
had to use water pumped from an outdoor 
well like everyone else, but at least she and 
her husband had mattresses to sleep on! To 
his distress, Rav Schorr discovered that the 
family of his Rebbe, Rav Aharon, slept on 
straw. That, the young Rosh Yeshiva-
turned-student could not tolerate, so he 
dipped into his meager savings to purchase 
mattresses for Rav Aharon and the 
Rebbetzin. For the rest of his life, Rav 
Schorr considered Rav Aharon his Rebbe. 
On his desk at home, he kept Rav Aharon’s 
picture. During 1940, when the Kletzker 
Rosh Yeshiva was making his way through 
Siberia to Japan and finally to the United 
States, he corresponded with Rav Schorr, 
relying on him to secure visas, papers and 
tickets for his arrival in America. The 
letters and documents of those harrowing 
months are still in the possession of the 
Schorr family. 

Rav Aharon had described Rav 
Schorr as the first American Godol, and it 
was not an empty appellation. He respected 
him and consulted him. Once Rav Aharon 
suffered severe intestinal pain and 
consulted three well-known specialists. 
Upon returning home from the last doctor, 
while taking off his hat and coat, he said to 
the confidant who had arranged the 
appointments, “Call Rav Schorr, I must 
discuss this with him. Er hot nit nor a gutte 
kop, nor a glatte kop – Not only does he 
have a good head, but he has a clear, logical 
mind.” 

 

The Roots in Rizhin 

During the Sukkos and Pesach that 
he spent in Europe, Rav Schorr 
experienced his family’s Chassidic roots. 
He spent one Pesach Seder at the table of 
Rav Moshe’nyu Boyaner of Cracow, a scion 
of the Rizhiner dynasty. He was a widely 

renowned Talmid Chochom; Chassidim 
came to him as a Rebbe and Misnagdim 
came to him for his Torah. Rav Schorr was 
deeply moved by that Seder; undoubtedly it 
influenced his own family Sedorim, 
occasions that formed indelible memories 
of seriousness, joy and uplift to all who 
were present. 

He met his relatives in little Istrick, 
among them his mother’s brother Yitzchok, 
who was niftar later that year and whom he 
described as an unusual Gaon. He heard 
more about a Dayan of whom his mother 
had spoken, a man who had written a 
brilliant commentary on K’tzos 
HaChoshen, and of whom it was said, 
“When he serves as town Dayan, no one 
can believe he is a Chassid; and when he 
sits humbly at his Rebbe’s tisch in 
Chortkov, no one can believe he is a great 
Talmid Chochom.” Perhaps Rav Schorr was 
inspired by that description; certainly it 
could have been applied to him as well. 

Powerful influences came to play on 
him that year. They reinforced his 
convictions and aspirations: there must be 
an uncompromising dedication to rigorous 
growth in Torah scholarship; public 
acclaim is a dangerous chimera that can 
impede, but never advance one’s personal 
growth; a moment is too precious to waste; 
each fellow Jew is part of one’s own being 
and destiny. His road toward Hashem’s 
service had been charted by Rav Aharon 
and by the Rizhiner Chassidus, particularly 
its Sadigura branch. 

 

The War Years 

When the war broke out, Rav Schorr 
returned to his teaching position in Torah 
Vodaas and simultaneously began a 
parallel chapter of his life. Europe’s Jewry 
was on the brink of destruction, while in 
America little was being done to save it. 
The Williamsburg Zeirei at 616 Bedford 
Avenue became a beehive of hatzola work. 
Funds, food packages, immigration 
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affidavits, intervention with Washington – 
every possible avenue was pursued, and 
thousands of lives were saved, thanks to 
the work of the idealistic, unselfish young 
activists of 616. The leader of the hatzola 
work was Reb Elimelech “Mike” Tress; and 
the spiritual leader of the Zeirei, and of 
Mike, was Rav Schorr. Close friends, they 
gave one another inspiration and support, 
each in his own way. 

Scores of people still remember the 
Shabbos when Rav Schorr received a report 
about exterminations and the need for 
rescue efforts. He spoke to the minyan 
during the services until every single 
person there was weeping, and determined 
to give first priority to rescue work. On a 
sub-freezing January Shabbos he walked 
from Williamsburg to Boro Park to make 
an appeal. He arrived, numb and frozen – 
but the freezing in the ghettos was worse, 
so he came. He owned one personal 
treasure: a Vilna Shas that he had 
purchased in Europe several years earlier. 
He sold it for $80, which he contributed to 
the rescue effort. 

In later years, he refused to discuss 
his wartime hatzola work. To the pleadings 
of his children to tell them, he would reply 
as he did to similar requests, “The Rizhiner 
used to say that Hashem is zochair 
nishkochos – He remembers what is 
forgotten; He remembers what we forget. If 
we forget our sins, as though they had 
never occurred, He will remember them. If 
we forget the bit of good we have done and 
think instead of how we must still perfect 
ourselves, He will remember our 
accomplishments. What is remembered 
below is forgotten Above. What is forgotten 
below is remembered Above.” 

 

The Man – A Torah-Based 
Compassion 

Rav Schorr combined compassion 
for the suffering of an individual with a 
strong sense of community, not simply as a 

matter of extended sensitivity or warm 
emotions, but rather from a fully rounded 
conception of the Torah’s demands upon 
him as a Jew, as teacher, leader, husband, 
father, and member of Klal Yisrael. He 
acted as a Jew fulfilling Hashem’s mission 
to serve others – with or without their 
request or even their knowledge, helping 
even those who had abused his friendship 
and good nature. 

As teacher, Rav Schorr went with 
impoverished students to purchase Pesach 
outfits for them. He often expressed 
surprised disappointment at the idea that a 
Rebbe had no obligation to tend to the 
personal needs of his students. 

Twenty-eight years before his 
passing, he secretly arranged for a 
successful professional man to “happen to 
pass by” the store owned by people whose 
son was a promising high-school senior in 
Torah Vodaas. The boy hoped to remain in 
the Yeshiva, but his parents wanted him to 
leave for college. Rav Schorr felt that a 
layman could more effectively influence the 
parents than a Rosh Yeshiva. The visit was 
successful, but, because he had promised to 
remain silent, the emissary told no one of 
his mission until after Rav Schorr was 
niftar. Only then did the former student, 
now a noted Torah educator, learn of the 
incident. 

Rav Schorr was traveling with a 
professor who had no Yeshiva background 
but who attended a Daf Yomi session every 
morning. The professor had not been able 
to attend his shiur, and was attempting to 
learn the daf on the train. Rav Schorr 
asked, “Would you mind if we learned 
together? I didn’t learn today’s daf yet, 
either.” Recalling the trip, the professor 
says, “He surely didn’t need me, but he 
knew I was struggling, so he gave up his 
time to teach me a blatt Gemora, and made 
me feel that I was doing him a favor.” 

Students often needed help in 
arranging suitable matches, finding 
positions and solving myriad other 
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problems – professional, personal, 
emotional and financial. He was always 
ready to help with advice, a telephone call 
and personal intervention. Many of those 
who eulogized him were former students 
who are now at the top of their professions. 
A common thread in their appreciations, 
and in the private conversations of 
hundreds of others, was that he was like a 
father. One distinguished Rav, who lost his 
own mother shortly after Rav Schorr’s 
passing, likened the two in terms of his 
sense of personal loss. 

When the beloved cook of Bais 
Medrash Elyon, Rav Leib Apfeldorfer, 
passed away, Rav Schorr was one of those 
who escorted the niftar to Kennedy Airport 
to be taken to Eretz Yisrael for burial. Rav 
Schorr was shocked to learn that the niftar 
was to remain on a cargo truck unattended 
until loaded onto the plane by non-Jews. 
He asked for permission to stay in the truck 
but was told that El Al security guards ran 
flashlights across the truck bed when it 
reached the plane and were authorized to 
shoot if they came across anyone without 
clearance. For a suitable consideration, 
however, the driver would park the truck so 
that the people with the coffin would not be 
seen provided they lie flat on the floor. So 
the elderly Rosh Yeshiva climbed into the 
truck with three students, and set aside his 
dignity for the more glorious task of paying 
a final honor to a man who had served the 
Yeshiva with loyalty and dedication. 

All of these incidents are typical of 
the man’s mind and heart, as is the fact 
that they were done quietly or secretly. 

 

His Influence as Rebbe 

He was appointed menahel of Torah 
Vodaas in 1948 and began functioning as 
Rosh Yeshiva in 1958, delivering weekly 
shiurim in Bais Medrash Elyon. Even 
when he was not formally teaching, 
however, his greatest satisfaction was as a 
Rebbe. Throughout his long tenure as 

menahel and Rosh Yeshiva, he was 
conscious of the need to broaden the Torah 
horizons of American Yeshiva students, so 
he made a point of teaching subjects that 
were outside of the regular Yeshiva 
curriculum. In Talmud, for example, he 
gave late afternoon classes in tractate 
Mikvaos or in the complex Rav Chanina 
S’gan HaKohanim (Pesochim 14a–21a), 
which are invariably omitted from the 
Yeshiva curriculum. 

His greatest impact on American-
Torah life, however, came from his 
horizon-stretching classes and lectures in 
hashkofa/perspective. He regularly taught 
Rav Moshe Chaim Luzzatto’s Derech 
Hashem to Bais Medrash students. Many 
students attended voluntary classes in 
Kuzari; often he would return to the 
Yeshiva for late-night sessions in other 
limudim (topics), to accommodate the 
schedules of interested students. For many 
years, he taught Chumash every morning. 
Those half-hour classes were classic 
examples of his mastery of text and 
commentaries. He would offer major 
interpretations, spicing them with incisive 
elucidations and relevant asides. It was not 
uncommon for him to cite fifteen or twenty 
sources in a single half-hour class, all 
important to a clear understanding of the 
text. The pace was quick and the content 
tightly reasoned. The manner, like much of 
his speaking and teaching, had a lightness 
and ease that belied its penetrating depth. 
He had a way of choosing the essence of a 
commentary as it related to textual 
interpretation, and of categorizing each 
thought – whether as basic, as a witty aside 
(a vitz), or as any number of in-between 
varieties of elucidation. 

 

Seeing the Shiur Live 

His regular weekly and pre-holiday 
shmuessen were dazzling. The reaction of 
any seasoned scholar who heard him for 
the first time was invariably one of awe that 
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so much could be compressed into so brief 
a time: “There is enough content in one 
shmuess to provide someone else with 
material for five difficult one-hour 
lectures.” Scriptural verses, Medrash, 
Ramban, Maharal, Sfas Emes, Rav Tzodok 
– commentator after commentator, with 
one verbatim quote after another, streamed 
forth. 

So casual was his style and so 
involved was he with the ideas he was 
developing, that the uninitiated thought he 
spoke without preparation. No, the 
preparation was there – not only a lifetime 
of intense study, but forethought for the 
particular talk. But as he spoke, new flashes 
of brilliance came to mind. He would often 
smile at a new thought, sometimes share 
the thoughts with his audience, sometimes 
not – and always punctuate his remarks 
with a touch of wry humor. 

He was a perfect illustration of one 
of his major themes. He often cited Mabit, 
Rav Tzodok and others who explain that 
the reason it was forbidden to commit the 
Oral Law to writing was because paper 
cannot capture the vibrant process of a 
teacher transmitting knowledge through 
the agency of his personality. The essence 
of a human being cannot be put on paper; 
the transcription of his words can never 
adequately capture the soul that is part of 
the teaching process. For those who lived 
through a learning experience with Rav 
Schorr, the best illustration of the concept 
is the mere thought of seeing his words on 
paper robbed of the sight and sound of his 
unique delivery, the total sincerity of his 
demand that Bnei Torah not be satisfied 
with “getting by”, the eloquent expression 
that the study of Torah is the utmost 
privilege. To those who had the wisdom to 
hear him rather than merely sit before him, 
those memories are an Oral Torah to which 
no pen can do justice. 

 

Planting the Seeds 

He often spoke of zeria (planting). 
“The deeds of the Patriarchs were like seeds 
planted in antiquity that bore fruit in their 
posterity. The Psalmist sings of ‘light 
implanted for the Tzaddik’, representing 
the idea that spiritual illumination does not 
come and disappear like a flash of 
lightning; it takes root in a suitable host 
and continuously grows within him, 
producing ever higher levels of spiritual 
accomplishment.” Rav Schorr’s students of 
a generation ago still reap the benefits of 
ideas and thought-processes that he 
implanted within them. The spiritual seeds 
seemed to be esoteric and 
incomprehensible, even tedious, when first 
they were presented, but after constant 
nurturing, they took root imperceptibly and 
produced rich crops that continue to be 
replanted and reharvested. 

His effectiveness as leader of a 
Yeshiva seemed to suffer because 
harshness was foreign to his nature, and 
students often respond better to the fear of 
punishment or displeasure than to 
emotional or intellectual appeal. 
Nevertheless, his gentle and sincere blend 
of heart and mind molded students in quiet 
ways that they frequently recognized only 
later as adults, when in positions of 
community or family leadership. 

There is a common denominator 
among them that, upon honest analysis, 
can be attributed to his influence – 
scholarship with a breadth as well as a 
depth, that Sfas Emes-Rav Tzodok 
approach to Judaism, informality and 
friendliness, humor aimed at helping 
rather than hurting, reluctance to accept 
honors, gentle mocking of the perquisites 
of position, dedication to Lithuanian 
lomdus and Chassidic warmth, joy and 
introspection, a sense of responsibility and 
generosity. 

 

Elevating One’s Goals 

Many young people face the difficult 
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choice between dedicating their lives to 
Torah study and education, and turning to 
more lucrative careers in secular life. As 
Rosh Yeshiva, Rav Schorr’s opinion was 
important to many. Typically he would say, 
“Hashem says, ‘I have separated you from 
the nations to be Mine’ (Vayikra 20:26), to 
which Rashi comments that if Jews are 
separate from the nations, they are 
Hashem’s people, but if they do not hold 
themselves unique, they will be prey to 
Nevuchadnezzar and his ilk. Our essential 
goal cannot be only to avoid the massacres 
of Nevuchadnezzar. Rather, it is to fulfill 
the mission for which we were chosen. The 
question is not whether the world requires 
doctors, lawyers, accountants, bricklayers 
and mechanics. It does. But we were 
designated to be Hashem’s nation – the 
nation of the Torah. And each individual 
Yeshiva student must recognize that it is 
his privilege as well as his responsibility to 
live up to his role and be one of those 
whom Hashem wishes to be His.” 

Such was his emphasis. Students 
should elevate their own sights, not 
denigrate others. The goal of the Yeshiva 
was to instill a dedication to Torah study 
because it made its adherents closer to 
Hashem, not because it is impossible to be 
a Torah Jew in the professions or business. 
He was pained by the polarization that 
began to cause a rift between those who 
chose to be exclusively in Hashem’s service, 
and those who sought to keep a foot in the 
outside world even while maintaining their 
primary allegiance to the Bais Medrash. 
The result of his efforts was imbuing some 
with heightened aspirations based on a 
perception of the greatness of Torah, while 
causing others not to feel alienated despite 
their choices of careers in other areas. 

In the same elevating manner, he 
urged talmidim to study with all their 
strength and concentration as well as with 
all available time. “Learning half the time 
with full concentration is better than 
learning all the time with half 

concentration, because the latter is not 
truly learning.” And “How can a bochur 
yawn? Torah study demands interest and 
enthusiasm; then, there can be no yawning 
boredom.” He would cite the Talmudic 
passage interpreting the Scriptural posuk 
that describes Benoyohu ben Yehoyoda as 
having killed a lion on a snowy day. The 
Talmud comments homiletically that 
Benoyohu studied all of Toras Kohanim in 
a short, wintry day. Rav Schorr noted the 
comparison between a man in battle and a 
scholar taking on a difficult study. “Just as 
a man fighting a lion, especially in the cold, 
slippery winter, must give the fray his total 
concentration, so must a Torah scholar 
dedicate himself totally in order to emerge 
victorious in his struggle to master Torah.” 

Surely, too, it was no accident that 
ten years earlier in Bais Medrash Elyon (in 
Monsey) a group of his students 
unobtrusively organized an all-year, 
around-the-clock learning schedule so that 
people were studying in the Bais Medrash 
every hour of the day and night. Or that 
among the significant number who studied 
all of Thursday night until dawn, some 
were sure to be at the minyan Friday 
morning, in response to his insistence that 
greatness in Torah must never be 
purchased by the negation of tefilla or 
other responsibilities. 

 

The Other Role 

As the numbers of kollel candidates 
grew, so grew the financial burdens of 
Yeshivos. Now that the struggle to gain 
allegiance to the kollel concept had been 
won, how could young men be told that 
their Yeshivos could not provide even the 
minimal kollel stipend? Rav Schorr began 
to take increasing personal responsibility 
for financial matters – first the part of the 
Bais Medrash Elyon Kollel and then the 
Yeshiva’s dining room; finally for the 
Torah Vodaas Kollel in Brooklyn. This 
voluntary acceptance of obligations was 
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characteristic of the Rebbe who had felt it 
his duty to buy Pesach suits for his 
students, and sell his Shas to help Jews 
trapped in Europe. 

In 1952, he dispatched a group of 
Torah Vodaas students to help found an 
out-of-town Yeshiva. When the Yeshiva 
was in a state of financial collapse and 
could not provide for the personal needs of 
the students, Rav Schorr took a personal 
loan of $3,800 for the institution. It took 
him three years to repay the debt from his 
own limited salary. Scores of kollel fellows 
and Yeshiva students received personal 
checks from him when institutional 
budgets could not fulfill their obligations. 
The extent of these private generosities and 
personal debts incurred to cover 
institutional responsibilities is unknown. 
After his passing, however, a drawerful of 
stale Yeshiva checks was found in his desk; 
he had covered them for others with his 
own borrowed funds. 

To the public at large, Rav Schorr 
was the Torah genius and educator; but he 
played another role that, especially in the 
last decade, made him one of the most 
important Torah personalities in the 
country. He had increasingly become one 
of those men to whom people turned for 
guidance and leadership in matters of the 
utmost gravity. One colleague in AARTS 
(Association of Advanced Rabbinical and 
Talmudic Schools) said, “When a new 
problem arose – one to which we had not 
yet formulated an approach – he was 
suggesting solutions when the rest of us 
had still not fully assimilated all aspects of 
the problem. His grasp and power of 
analysis were phenomenal.” 

When he was confronted with a 
responsibility, he would not shirk it. Often 
he attended meetings when he was ill. 
Turning aside inquiries about his haggard 
appearance with a joke, he participated 
actively while only his closest friends knew 
that he was not at his best. So much had his 
presence come to be appreciated at such 

gatherings, that key meetings were not 
scheduled unless he was available. 

What was unique about him? One 
major figure in the Torah world, a person 
who has been at the center of decision-
making for decades, put it this way, “He 
was a Gaon in both Nigle (revealed Torah) 
and in Nistar (the hidden Torah). What is 
more, he had a wealth of stories about, and 
insights into, the great Torah leaders of 
past generations. He scrutinized a situation 
through the eyes of Torah and its 
perspective of history. To say that he was a 
genius is to tell only part of the story. He 
was a Torah genius who combined 
everything that was needed to make life 
and death decisions.” 

 

A Committed Agudist 

It was because of this same all-
embracing perspective that he was a 
conscious, committed Agudist. His mind 
encompassed Agudas Yisrael as a logical 
and essential outgrowth of the Jewish past. 
Agudas Yisrael can be regarded as a 
necessary vehicle in today’s organized, 
politicized society, or as a means to make 
honest and dignified use of availability of 
public funds, or as a means to rally the 
community behind the banner of Torah, or 
as a means to propagate the ideology of 
Gedolei HaTorah. While it is surely all of 
these, such considerations are but 
transitory. Rav Schorr saw Agudas Yisrael 
as he did everything else, in terms of 
Yisrael’s historic role. Because he was a 
Torah genius, he could understand the 
motives of those Torah geniuses who had 
conceived Agudas Yisrael at Kattowitz 
(1912), and brought it to fruition at Vienna 
(1922). In two presentations at his latest 
Agudah conventions – once projecting a 
Torah-view of Agudah, the other time 
delivering an appreciation of the late 
Gerrer Rebbe, he painted broad strokes 
beginning at Sinai and going through the 
ages. Seen through his eyes, neither Agudas 
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Yisrael nor its leaders represented mere 
tactics or tacticians. They were worthy of 
allegiance and sacrifice because they were 
the bearers of a mission developed by 
analysis of Scripture, Chazal and 
commentaries. Because Rav Schorr saw 
Agudah in those terms, he was a loyal 
Agudist. The organization had value 
because it was an expression of Torah’s 
eternity, so it was his organization. 

 

Greatness: Its Hallmark and its Mask 

An examination of his public career 
reveals one characteristic that was at once a 
stamp of greatness and its mask. Call it 
modesty, call it self-effacement, call it 
disinterest in fame – whatever its name, he 
displayed a total disregard for the minimal 
marks of status with apparent indifference 
to his position on a program or at a dais, 
the honor accorded him at a wedding or a 
bris; what did it matter whether or not he 
received personal credit, as long as 
Hashem was served, the community 
benefited, and an individual uplifted. It was 
thus all too easy to think that because he 
put his friendly arm around a shoulder and 
was a friend, that he need be treated merely 
as a friend. Indeed, such was his wish; but 
it often resulted in many of us not 
recognizing his greatness, and as a result 
we may well have deprived ourselves and 
our communities of the benefits of his 
greatness. 

It was said of the Chofetz Chaim that 
his piety was so great that it obscured his 
scholarship. And it was said of Rav Chaim 
Brisker that his scholarship was so great 
that it obscured his piety. Of Rav Schorr we 
may justly say that his brilliance was so 
dazzling that it obscured his dedication to 
study; and his humility was so profound 
that it obscured his greatness. 

Perhaps he wrote his own epitaph. 
Many years ago, he made the one and only 
notation he ever wrote in his copy of Sfas 
Emes. It was on one of the last pieces of 

Chukas, the Parsha of his passing. All he 
wrote were the words Haflei Vofeleh – truly 
amazing with reference to this thought: 

Zos HaTorah, Odom ki yomus 
bo’ohel – the Torah associates dedicated 
Torah study with purity from the 
contamination of death. Just as Torah 
brings purity, so too each Jewish soul is a 
microcosmic part of Torah, brings life and 
hence purity, to the otherwise lifeless and 
impure clod which is the body. Every word 
and letter of the Torah has within it the 
capacity to give life to the dead but we do 
not know how to utilize that capacity. 

Rav Schorr’s life gave added purity 
to a continent. It provided a precedent and 
set a standard. If we take for granted 
America’s capacity to produce Torah 
greatness, if Chassidic youths study 
Lithuanian lomdus in machshevos 
haTorah, in good measure it is because the 
divine plan placed him in America to 
bequeath it his capacity for life. 


 A Talmid Remembers 

Second seder had just come to an 
end in Torah Vodaas. I had arranged to 
tutor someone at the other end of Flatbush 
in less than half an hour. It was a lovely day 
in Tammuz, and if I started to walk, I 
would just make it. Then I heard a familiar 
voice from behind: “Walk me home, 
Shmuel, and we’ll have a shmuess on the 
way.” I turned around to face Rav Schorr, 
who extended to me his usual heart-
warming smile. I would walk the Rosh 
Yeshiva home, and then take a taxi to my 
destination. It would be worth it. 

Why had the Rosh Yeshiva chosen 
me? In truth, he was friendly to anyone 
who approached him. I noticed this from 
the first day that I entered the Yeshiva, five 
years before. Since then I often took the 
opportunity to speak with him in Torah 
and hashkofa. Before long, he extended me 
an invitation to his home for Shabbos, and 
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it soon became a steady invitation. He was 
accessible to anyone; one merely had to 
take the initiative. 

And what Shabbosos they were! The 
Rosh Yeshiva would constantly cite the 
Gemora: Hashem said, “I have a wonderful 
gift in My treasure house, and Shabbos is 
its name” (Shabbos 10b), pointing out that 
the Shabbos remains in the confines of the 
Ribbono Shel Olom. The gift is the 
elevation the Jew experiences to enable 
him to partake of this celestial Shabbos. 
Indeed, such was the atmosphere at the 
Rosh Yeshiva’s home on Shabbos. I’ll never 
forget the first time I heard him sing his 
soul-stirring niggun for Kol Mekadesh. 
With his eyes closed, his concentration and 
dveikus increased from one moment to the 
next. With the words Yom Kodosh Hu (it is 
a sacred day), his intensity peaked, and he 
repeated them over and over again, as if 
unable to part with the kedusha of the 
Shabbos that these words represented. 

“Say a Dvar Torah,” the Rebbetzin 
would implore. “Say something on the 
Parsha.” The Rosh Yeshiva would lift his 
head with an expression of genuine 
humility: “A za shvere Parsha, vus ken ich 
zogen? – such a difficult portion. What can 
I say?” He would offer a short Dvar Torah, 
and then begin another niggun. But many 
times the Rebbetzin would not be 
intimidated, and she would insist on more. 
And then the wellsprings of Torah and 
chochma (wisdom) would begin to flow. 
Meshech Chochma, Sfas Emes, Pri 
Tzaddik, how these seforim would radiate 
when the Rosh Yeshiva expounded on their 
contents! And yet most of the conversation 
was casual in nature. The Rosh Yeshiva was 
tactfully able to lead a conversation that 
suited the interests of his guests. And he 
retained the Shabbos spirit regardless of 
the topic of conversation. 

And then there were the “special 
Shabbosos”, when Talmidei Chachomim 
would grace his table. I would witness a 
remarkable scene: Shas, Rishonim, Poskim 

and sifrei machshova – all sorts of sources 
would flow, with the greatest mastery, 
while the serenity of the Shabbos prevailed 
throughout. 

I recall one Shabbos in particular 
when the entire conversation of both 
seudos was saturated with scholarly Torah 
discussions between the Rosh Yeshiva and 
one of his guests. Just before bensching the 
Rosh Yeshiva became pensive, and then he 
smiled, saying, “I recall a ma’aseh from the 
Rizhiner: 

“Once after Yom Kippur, the 
Rizhiner announced that he was prepared 
to tell anyone what that person had prayed 
for on Yom Kippur, and also how the Bais 
Din Shel Ma’ala (Heavenly Court) received 
these prayers. None of the Chassidim had 
the audacity to test the Rebbe, but one 
person, not a Chassid, challenged the 
Rebbe. The Rizhiner closed his eyes, and 
began, ‘You are a fine Torah scholar, and in 
your youth you learned with great 
diligence. Recently, however, family 
responsibilities have forced you into 
business, and you’re perturbed that you can 
no longer afford long stretches of 
uninterrupted study and prayer. You 
implored G-d to grant you success in your 
business so you might once again immerse 
yourself in Torah and tefilla. 

“The man was visibly shaken by the 
accuracy of the Rizhiner’s statement, and 
meekly asked, ‘And what was the verdict of 
the Bais Din Shel Ma’ala?’ 

“The Rizhiner solemnly continued, 
‘The Bais Din Shel Ma’ala declared that 
although your undisturbed Torah and 
tefilla was a great accomplishment, 
Hashem has greater nachas ruach 
(pleasure) from the effort you exert to learn 
despite difficulties.’” 

The Rosh Yeshiva concluded with 
tears in his eyes, “Who can say for sure who 
in Klal Yisrael gives Hashem a greater 
nachas ruach!” 

Our walk together finally came to an 
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end. The Rosh Yeshiva invited me to come 
in to his home for refreshment, but I 
excused myself, explaining my 
commitment. He apologized, “If I had 
known, I would not have let you walk me.” 
I assured him that it was my decision and 
ultimately my gain and I turned to leave. 
The Rosh Yeshiva then called me again, 
“Shmuel, wait another moment. I heard an 
interesting ma’aseh. You know that the 
Sadegerer Rebbe (fifth generation from the 
Rizhiner) was recently niftar in Eretz 
Yisrael. A few days ago, I met someone who 
was present the night of his passing. He 
recounted that in the middle of the night 
the Rebbe awoke and asked for a glass of 
water. The Rebbe made a Shehakol, lay 
back down to sleep, and in a few moments 
returned his neshoma to HaKodosh 
Boruch Hu. Seforim say that a Tzaddik 
who lives his entire life with a vibrant 
emuna that everything that happens is by 
the word of Hashem, merits that his last 
words testify to just that: Shehakol nehiye 
bidvoro – all exists by His word. ” 

There was a shadow of envy in the 
Rosh Yeshiva’s eyes, a longing for that 
madreiga (level) of living – and passing. 
The Rosh Yeshiva paused for a moment, 
then quickly smiled and waved me on. 

A few days later, I was standing in 
the Torah Vodaas Bais Medrash waiting 
for the hespeidim (eulogies) to begin. I 
could not believe what had happened. 

Hundreds of memories rushed through my 
mind, but my thoughts kept reverting to my 
last encounter with the Rosh Yeshiva. What 
had he meant by his last words to me? 
Then I reminded myself of a story he had 
once told me: 

A talmid of the Rizhiner was with 
the Rebbe before Sholosh Seudos. The 
Rizhiner casually asked him, “Can I be 
yotzeh with peiros (fulfill my obligation – 
i.e., to eat the third Shabbos meal – with 
fruits)?” 

The talmid quickly cited the 
Halocha that this was permissible. The 
Rizhiner remained silent and suddenly the 
talmid realized that the Rebbe was hinting 
at his forthcoming passing from the world, 
whereby his children (peiros) would take 
his place. “No, Rebbe!” the talmid 
protested, “The world still needs you!” But 
it was too late. The Rebbe sighed, “But they 
are very good peiros.” 

Can the talmid be blamed for not 
realizing immediately the implication of the 
Rebbe’s words? No. Even had he 
understood them, would it have made a 
difference? Hashem counts the days 
Tzaddikim must stay in this world, and 
when the time is up, He calls them back to 
Himself. 

(This article originally appeared in the Jewish Observer 

and is available by ArtScroll/Mesorah Publications ~ Matzav.com) 

 

Say it (especially with your children) at least once a day: 

Based on Chovos HaLevavos - Duties of the Heart ~ Sha 'ar HaBitachon - the Gate of Trust 

There are 7 qualities that Hashem has that can strengthen our trust in Him: 

 1.  Hashem loves me. 

2.  Hashem is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me. 

3.  Hashem is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find 

solutions  to any problem there is – even if it may seem impossible. 

4.  Hashem knows what is best for me, better even than I myself can know. 

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall 
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help  me again. 

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides 

controls everything over the entire world.

7. The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with 

kindness more than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine.
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Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh is a 
refua sheleima, yeshuos and zera shel kayoma
in Eretz Yisrael, please contact Rabbi Tal Zwecker at 
further details, and I can help arrange this for you.
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yahrzeits are this week. May the merit of the 
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6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides 

entire world. 

The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with 

more than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine.
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Ba’al “Divrei Yoel” 
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לעילוי נשמת

ל"ישראל ז' שמעו� ב� ר
Reb Shimon’s Yahrzeit is on אייר

special man who welcomed all with a smile and a hug. 

Although he suffered terribly, he never uttered any 

complaints. May he be a Meilitz Yosher for his family and 

friends. 

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides Hashem who 

The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with chesed – loving 

more than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine. 
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