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Matos-Masei 5776 

 

Parshas Matos begins with a command to the Tribes: “A man who makes a vow to G-d… shall not 

profane his word; all that comes out of his mouth shall he do.” 

The idea of one’s word being his bond is actually a requirement in the Torah! In fact,one is better off not 

making an oath to begin with, than to make one and not fulfill it. 

In order to appreciate this law, we must understand what is behind it. We 

must also understand why the Torah here offers ways to get ‘out’ of an 

oath. If a young woman made it, her father can eliminate the vow, and if a 

married woman made it, her husband can release her from it. A person 

can also go to a Rabbinical court or even a wise sage to have the vow 

released. If keeping one’s word was so important, then why should it ever 

be possible to break it? 

The Sifsei Chachomim explains in striking fashion just what is so 

remarkable about vows. He says, “One should not treat his words lightly, 

like ‘chulin,’ (unconsecrated items) which he does not worry about 

guarding them from becoming impure, but rather like ‘kodesh,’ (sanctified 

things which one must guard carefully.)” 

This conveys the concept that words are not something to be taken lightly, and just rattled off one’s tongue 

as if there were no consequences. In fact, the effect of an oath or vow shows just how powerful words can 

be that they can actually change the status of something. 

Rabbeinu Yonah adds that our mouths are like holy vessels. When something was placed in a consecrated 

vessel in the Bais HaMikdash, our Holy Temple, it was rendered holy. So too, when we say something, it is 

elevated to a holy level and we must be careful not to break our word as that would be a degradation of the 

powerful tool which is our mouth.  

So why have ‘outs’ for some vows? This is because sometimes people say things they should not and 

HaShem is merciful to us. He knows that sometimes we need to be cut some slack. However, it always 

requires assistance from someone else. Even if one is an expert in the laws of nullification and knows how 

to release the vows of others, he still cannot nullify his own vow. 

This reminds us that words matter and we must be very careful with what we say. Though we may be able 

to get out of trouble if we make a vow, HaShem does not allow us to do it on our own, lest we come to be 

cavalier about it. Getting back to the idea of our mouths being like holy vessels: one should be careful to 

avoid saying vulgar words or making negative comments which would render our mouths filthy and 

repulsive. You wouldn’t serve a delicate soufflé in a dusty bowl, so why would you pray with a dirty mouth? 

 

A well-respected and pious teacher was walking with his disciples when they passed the carcass of a dead dog.  
Overcome by the stench of the animal, and perhaps noticing the reactions of his friends, one student blurted out, 
“How smelly this rotten carcass is!” 

The Master maintained his composure and did what he always did: seek out the best and never say anything 
demeaning.  “That may be true,” he responded with a smile.  “But look how white the dog’s teeth are.” 

 



Parshas Masei deals with inheriting the land of Canaan and making it the land of Israel. It’s 
noteworthy that the Torah calls it an inheritance and not a conquest. We didn’t actually take it 
away from the inhabitants of the land – G-d did. In fact, that’s the very first Rashi in the Torah. 
But why is this significant? 

A conquest is something you do yourself. An inheritance is something you get from another. 
Even if you don’t really deserve it, it’s yours because it belonged to your family member. We 
should never question our right to the land of Israel because we didn’t conquer it, we inherited 
it from our Father. 

There’s just one catch – our Father is alive and well. He gives us our inheritance while He still 
lives, much as one would prepare his child to take over the family business. He tells them how 

to operate it but if they are careless, He may demote them or 
even throw them out of the office. 

The land of Israel is our destiny not because we earned it, or 
because it was a ‘gift.’ Rather it’s ours because HaShem wants to 
give it to us. And the way we earn His trust is by showing we 
appreciate it and will run it as He commands us to. – h/t Sparks of 
Judaism [Facebook.com/SparksOfJudaism] 

 

Pleased to Meat You 

During the Nine Days of Av, we don't eat meat or drink wine except for Shabbos or the meal 

of a mitzvah such as a Bris.  

The Bais HaMikdash, our holy temple, G-d’s dwelling place on Earth, has been destroyed 

and the sacrifices, featuring the meat of slaughtered animals and libations of wine, have 

ceased.  

In order for us to empathize even the tiniest bit, we desist from the things that HaShem no 

longer 'enjoys.' Through that, it starts to become 

more real; more relatable. 

The Chofetz Chaim in his home sat on a bench. 

He said, "If HaShem's throne is not complete, how 

can I sit on a chair with a back?" 

We do not avoid meat and wine to sadden us 

through suffering, but rather to uplift us through 

trying to understand HaShem's perspective on the 

churban, the destruction of the Temple.  

May it be G-d's will that this Tisha B'Av and beyond 

we will eat meat and drink wine to understand 

HaShem's joy in His rebuilt Bais HaMikdash, 

speedily and in our days.  

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

 

 


