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LESSONS IN HASHKAFA & HALACHA FROM THE PARSHA 

 השיב את חמתי וכו'

 K'lal Yisroel had fallen.  They had succumbed to the temptations of z'nus 

and idol worship.  Hashem brought a terrible plague upon them, but it was to no 

avail.  They were steeped so deeply in their lusts and temptations that their 

hearts could not be stirred. 

 Then along came Pinchas.  In an effort to defend Hashem's honor, not 

caring about what might happen to him, he took a spear and killed Zimri, the 

nasi of shevet Shimon, no less.  Then, the Torah testifies, the plague came to 

an end. 

 How could be that the fact that people were dropping like flies did not 

arouse the masses to do teshuva, yet the zealous act of a single individual 

caused people to repent and brought the entire ordeal to a halt? 

 HaRav Boruch Sorotzkin  זצ''לunderstands as follows:  Sometimes the 

yetzer hara can be so powerful that even terrible calamities will not bring one to 

teshuva.  The tragedies that the Ribono shel Olam brings upon us will be 

dismissed as coincidence and happenstance, having nothing to do with our 

behavior.  Such were the sentiments of b'nei Yisroel vis-a-vis the plague that 

befell them. 

 Then came Pinchas, one man with a definite mission.  He was intent on his 

goal regardless of the consequences.  Although he risked his life, he proceeded 
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with mesiras nefesh to defend Hashem's honor.  Nothing else worked, but when 

the people saw how Pinchas was driven with a 'kinas ha-emes' this made an 

impression.  Although his actions may have appeared somewhat radical, since 

his kavana was completely l'shem shomayim, they worked. 

 This is a lesson for the ages.  Sometimes normal 'mediocre' tactics don't 

work to stir the masses.  Taking a more radical approach may be the only 

option, providing that our intention is purely l'shem shomayim 

 

 לכן אמר הנני נתן לו את בריתי שלו 

When Zimri, the nasi of shevet Shimon made a great chilul Hashem by publicly 

cohabiting with a non-Jewish woman, Pinchas was stirred to avenge Hashem's 

honor and stabbed him with a spear.  Upon completing this courageous act, the 

plague came to an end, and because of this,  the posuk tells us, that Hashem 

blessed Pinchas with a "bris sholom" (covenant of peace).  It would seem 

however, that Pinchas' act would have been no less courageous had there 

been no plague at the time.  We know Pinchas as the Torah true kanai (zealot), 

and not a hatzala volunteer. Why then does the Torah seem to stress the fact 

that he saved Jews from death as the reason for his reward? 

     The Steipler Gaon zt"l suggests the following approach:  While one is 

rewarded for all mitzvos, it is a tremendous payment that he will only receive in 
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olam ha'ba.  This is a basic premise of our emunah.  There are however, some 

exceptions to this rule. For example, Chazal enumerate certain actions for 

which in addition to retaining the primary reward for olam ha'ba, a person gets 

to enjoy its fruits in this world.  One of these is "hava'as sholom bein adam 

l'chaveiro" - promoting peace between Jews.  When Pinchas killed Zimri, he not 

only exhibited zeal in protecting Hashem's honor, but he also helped his fellow 

Jews by relieving them of the plague.  It was for this that Pinchas merited 

receiving Hashem's "bris sholom" - covenant of peace. 

      We can all learn from this. Everyone of us could use a dose or two of extra 

beracha in our lives. While all mitzvos are a tremendous zechus, if we want to 

merit this, then we should invest in those mitzvos for which Chazal tell us we 

enjoy their fruits in this world. Among them:  gemilus chesed, promoting peace 

among Jews, and Torah study. 

 

 קח לך את יהושע בן נון איש אשר רוח בו וסמכת את ידך עליו וכו' ...ויסמך את ידיו עליו: ...

 When Moshe Rabeinu asked Hakadosh Baruch Hu for someone to take 

over leadership of k’lal Yisroel, Hashem chose Yehoshua for the job, and 

instructed Moshe to place one of his hands upon him, thereby transferring 

leadership and imparting Yehoshua with the chochma and ruach kedusha that 

Moshe had used to lead the nation. Although the Torah seems to say that 
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Moshe followed Hashem’s instructions, a careful reading of the pesukim 

indicates that he in fact, did more than required, by place both of his hands on 

Yehoshua in order to effect the transfer of leadership. The fact that Moshe 

Rabeinu did this and that the Torah made note of it, seem to indicate that there 

is indeed a difference between the placing of only one versus both hands in this 

transfer. As such, it behooves us to ask why then, did Hashem instruct Moshe 

to place only one hand, if in fact, two is better. One cannot suggest that two is 

inferior to one in any way, since the Torah testifies that Moshe did as Hashem 

told him to do. On the other hand, if one hand is sufficient, what was Moshe 

Rabeinu’s reason for placing both hands on Yehoshua? 

 The K’sav Sofer explains that Hakadosh Baruch Hu deliberately instructed 

Moshe to place only one hand on Yehoshua, in order to “limit” the transfer of 

chochma and ruach kedusha. The reason for this, he explains, was in order to 

preserve Moshe’s stature in the eyes of the people, for if Yehoshua would be 

just as great as Moshe, people might come to forget the greatness of Moshe. 

Moshe Rabeinu, however, sought to maximize the potential of his talmid, and 

therefore utilized both hands in the transfer of leadership. 

 Yet it seems, that Moshe’s intentions were not fulfilled. Chazal (Bava Basra 

75a) tell us that pnei Moshe k’pnei ha’chama u’pnei Yehoshua k’pnei ha’levana 

- that Moshe’s face can be likened to the sun, and Yehoshua’s to the moon, a 

somewhat dimmer reflection. HaRav Aizik Ausband zt”l explains that Hashem 
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Yisborach in fact “limited” the transfer so that we should always realize the 

greatness of previous generations is such that we cannot approach their level. 

 This should leave us wondering whether or not Moshe Rabeinu realized 

that the transfer would not be “complete”. If he did, why did he place both of his 

hands on Yehoshua? Even if he did not, if seems certain that he realized the 

difference between transferring via one hand versus two. If Hakadosh Baruch 

Hu commanded him to use one hand, why did he use both?  We would like to 

suggest that when Hashem told Moshe to place one hand on Yehoshua, Moshe 

understood that Yehoshua would not be capable of achieving the same heights. 

Moshe furthermore understood that in this case at least, placing both hands on 

Yehoshua would be of no avail. Yet Moshe, understood that as Yehoshua’s 

rebbe, he must try; the fact that it was impossible for Yehoshua to become as 

great as Moshe, was irrelevant; the job of a rebbe is to do everything within his 

power to try to make his talmid as great as he can. 

 This is a lesson for all of us. Certainly for those who are employed as 

rebbeim and teachers. By extension, this includes someone who gives a regular 

shiur or tutors others. All parents want their children to excel and surpass their 

own achievements. Even those who do not fit into any of these categories, will 

likely be in situations where they can influence the lives of others. We are often 

faced with situations in which we understand that our students, children or 

disciples will not likely be as successful as we. It is nevertheless our duty, to do 
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everything we can to give them the opportunity to succeed as much as they 

can. 

 

 ושם אשת עמרם יוכבד וכו':

 In laying out the lineage of shevet Levi, the Torah makes a point of 

mentioning that "Amram's wife was Yocheved".  This somewhat stands out as 

odd as we don't find the Torah mentioning the wives of anyone else in this 

parsha. 

   In suggesting an approach to understanding this, HaRav Zalman Sorotzkin 

zt”l notes that the end of the  posuk lists the couple's three children - Moshe, 

Aharon, and Miriam.  Each of them were tzadikim and gedolei ha'dor. Their 

father was Amram, who himself Chazal tell us was a Torah leader in his 

generation. It would seem likely that it was in his own merits that Amram got to 

see such nachas from his children.  To this end, explains R' Zalman, the Torah 

emphasizes that his wife was Yocheved, and it was in her merit that they had 

children who were the leaders of the next generation.  What was so special 

about Yocheved that she merited such great children?  Chazal tell us that 

Yocheved was also known as Shifra, one of the midwives who risked their lives 

against Pharoah's decrees in order to save Jewish children. As a reward, 

Chazal tell us, they merited to have children who lead k'lal Yisroel. 

�פ�ר�ש�ת������פ�י�נ�ח�ס



7 

LESSONS IN HASHKAFA & HALACHA FROM THE PARSHA 

    Most likely, Yocheved was not simply rewarded for helping to bring more 

babies into the world.  While this itself is tremendous and worthy of praise, such 

a suggestion belittles her act of courage and reduces it on many levels. Rather, 

we would like to suggest that it was because Yocheved acted selflessly in order 

to help other, that she merited to give birth to three great leaders.  This is, after 

all a key ingredient in the making of a successful leader. It is therefore no 

wonder, with a mother like Yocheved that Moshe went out to see the plight of 

his brethren and Aharon was always busy trying to promote peace between 

people. 

 

 ונסכיהם וכו'...

 Chazal tell us that he who did not witness the simchas beis ha-shoeiva in 

the beis ha-mikdash never saw true simcha.  For days on end the gedolei ha-

dor and talmidei chachamim danced with fervor and joy.  They stopped only to 

rest, albeit in the form of a cat nap on the next fellow’s shoulder. 

 All of this for water.  Why?  Succos is z'man simchaseinu, and all of its 

mitzvos in one way or another represent simcha.  Why then, does the climax of 

this joy express itself in a celebration of pouring water on the mizbayach? 

  HaRav Moshe Feinstein   זצ''לsuggests the following approach:  Often a 

person can feel that he is at a disadvantage due to his financial limitations.  Of 
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course he knows and understands that the physical world is temporary and 

olam ha-zeh is hevel.  Nevertheless, he may often begin to feel that his lack of 

financial standing impedes his spiritual attainments. 

 Nothing could be further from the truth.  While we are vested with the 

challenge and responsibility to utilize our good fortune for avodas Hashem and 

kavod shomayim, in some ways one's wealth can put him at a disadvantage. 

The only thing an ani can offer in service of the Ribono shel Olam is himself but 

this is not a drawback.  In fact, because he has nothing else, he has the 

opportunity to dedicate himself fully to serving Hashem.  There is nothing 

greater than one who throws his entire self to Hashem's service; this is the 

ultimate in simcha and is the purest form of dedication. 

 Water symbolizes this idea.  Water is unique.  Although it is hefker, it is 

nonetheless valuable.  Its price-tag does not undermine its importance and 

value.  Offering water as a korban on the mizbayach shows that even the 

cheapest, most simple of things can be elevated in the service of Hashem.  

There is no greater simcha than this, to dedicate our entire beings to Avodas 

Hashem. 
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