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The main work of a Tzaddik 
:'d dË ¦v x ¤W£̀  xäC̈ ©d d¤f xŸn` ¥l l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i i¥p §a ¦l zFH ©O ©d i ¥W`ẍÎl ¤̀  d ¤WŸn x ¥A ©c §i ©e (wc wk)

"And Moshe spoke to the chiefs of the tribes of Bnei Yisrael to

Say. This is the word that Hashem had ordered." The obvious

question is: what is the meaning of the word  xŸn`¥l  — to

say? It would suffice to say, “Moshe told the chiefs what

Hashem had ordered him.” The mefarshim also ask that the

posuk does not say what to say to the Yidden! We can

explain this Posuk based on a Pshat from the sefer Shema

Shlome from Rabbi Shlome of Karlin -Yahrzeit 22 days in

Tamuz: The Midrash says, “After Moshe Rabbeinu  had

performed all the miracles, the splitting of the Yom Suf, the

war with Amalek, and all the other miraculous things he had

done, only then did he make the Luchos/tabernacle. And

after he had made the tabernacle he sat down to rest from his

work. HaShem said to him, ‘Why are you sitting? You still

have a difficult job to do. You must teach the Jewish people

how to perform the mitzvos’” (Yalkut Shimoni). The meaning

of this Midrash is that performing miracles is not a

Tzaddik’s main job. Their main job is to teach the Jewish

people how to serve Hashem. Rebbe Shlome Karliner said,

“The greatest of all miracles is to be able to inspire a Jew to

the point that he says a word before Hashem.” Based on this

insight, we can derive a pshat to our Posuk. Rashei Hamatos,

the chiefs, are the Tzadikim whom Hashem instructs i¥p §a ¦l
xŸn` ¥l l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i that other Yidden should be able to say xäC̈ ©d d¤f
'd dË ¦v x ¤W £̀  this is the word of Hashem. (Yehuda Z. Klitnick)

The strength of Klal Yisrael is Emunah
l−¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i i¬¥p §a ¦l zF ½H ©O ©d í ¥W`ẍÎl ¤̀  Æd ¤WŸn x³¥A ©c §i©e :(wc wk)

"And Moshe spoke to the chiefs of the tribes." The Yalkut

(Vayeshev 145) tells us that "If you throw a stick into the air,

it will always land on its root." A stick is a mateh. The

Yidden are referred to as matos, as in our passuk above. The

Divrei Yisrael from Modzitz says that this indicates that

even though the Yidden are still in their exile, and are

journeying and wandering about, nevertheless, they remain

faithful to Hashem. The reason is that their Emunah/ faith is

their "root." In Parshas Shemos [4:2-4], Hashem asks Moshe,

"What is that in your hand?" Moshe answers, "A staff." -a

mateh- Moshe is then instructed to cast it down to the

ground, and it becomes a snake. But when he grabs a hold of

it again, it returns to its original state - a staff. This proves

exactly what was just said.  Klal Yisrael are "faithful sons of

the faithful," which is precisely why they are referred to as

Matos. Even though they are cast about in galus, wandering

amongst the snakes and scorpions, nevertheless, they always

"land on their feet -root-" - they remain faithful. It was

precisely in response to the Moshe's doubts about Klal

Yisrael’s Emunah- faith- that Hashem demonstrated this

point to him. (Divrei Yisrael Modzitz)

Forty two journeys
 l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦iÎi«¥p §a i¥r §q ©n d¤N ¥̀(wt dwwk) 

These are the journeys of the Children of Israel (33:1) The Sedrah

recounts forty-two journeys through the wilderness. One

should be aware that the very names of these stations convey

hidden messages. Seforim teach that great secrets are

contained in the exalted travel, and “the 42 places” allude to

the mystical 42 Letter Name of Hashem.” This alludes to the

prayer of gka `p`. As an example of one amazing

secret/remez, throughout the list of encampments we do not

find the letter ihhz occurring in any of the toponyms. The

letter ihhz, expressing the number seven, alludes to the day of

Shabbos, the Seventh Day. This teaches us that the journeys

were taken only during the six days of the week. Therefore

there is no mention of the letter ihhz during the journeys,

because it would convey an erroneous message. Its absence

teaches a lesson to the discerning about the sanctity of

Shabbos. (uieexed- dxez zad` xtq)

Hakaras Hatov
dÖ−Ẅ q¬ªpl̈ E ½p §Y ¦Y x´¤W £̀  h ½̈l §w ¦O ©d i ´¥xr̈ÎW ¥W z ¥µ̀ m½¦I ¦e §l«©l ÆEp §Y ¦Y x³¤W £̀  mi À¦xr̈«¤d z´¥̀ §e<

:xi«¦r m ¦i−©Y §WE mi¬¦rÄ §x ©̀  E ½p §Y ¦Y m´¤di ¥l£r«©e ©g®¥vŸx«d̈(u vk) 

“And the cities which you shall give to the Levi’im - six cities of

refuge which you shall give so that a killer can flee there, and

in addition to them you shall give forty-two cities.” (35,6) It

seems that the reason why Hashem commanded Yisrael to

give to the Levi’im exactly forty-two cities was because they

made forty-two journeys in the wilderness, and thus they

also made camp forty-two times. And at each of these

encampments Hashem turned the desolate wilderness into a

place fit for living. Therefore, Yisrael were required to repay

Hashem for His kindness, and they did this by separating

forty-two cities from the lands allotted to them for the

Levi’im, the servants of Hashem, one city for each

encampment. By doing this they gave to the Levi’im who

had no land of their own a place to live, and thus this was a

fitting way to repay Hashem for His similar kindness to them

in the wilderness.(Reb Shlome Kluger)
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Story of the week    (By Yehuda Z. Klitnick)

***** The good deed that paid tremendous benefits  ***** 

Rabbi Yechezkel Shraga Halberstam the Shineva Rav - son

of the heilige Reb Chaim, the Sanzer Rav author of the

Divrei Chaim and more - traveled a lot to his chassidim and

this uplifted the many lost souls/neshamos of Yidden who

were hungry to connect to Hashem. Once when he was

returning from a trip, he was standing in the train station

when he suddenly heard the sound of someone crying. "Who

is crying?" he asked Berel, the tailor, a chosid of the Rebbe,

who was also waiting for the train. "It's a little girl,"

answered Berel. "Why is she crying?" the tzaddik asked. "I

don't know," said Berel. "I'll go ask her." After a few

minutes he came back and said, "The little girl's purse is lost.

She has no money to buy a ticket to get home and the

conductor will not allow her on the train."

The tzaddik looked at him strangely and he suggested.

"Perhaps you should help her out, Berel,". "One day it might

stand you in good stead in a time of need."

Berel paid for a train ticket for the girl with his money and

gave it to her. She thanked him profusely as she wiped away

her tears. She asked for his name and address as she would

have her parents repay him. However the train arrived and

they both had to board and left the girl behind. When Berel

reached the station of his tailor shop, he got off.

A short time later a general came into the shop and ordered

new uniforms for all the soldiers under his command. Berel

was very happy because the large job would ensure him a

good income.

As soon as the general left, Berel set to work. He brought the

material, measured it, and cut it. Then he sewed the pieces

together to make uniforms. Berel was excited at receiving

this large order and got carried away and made a drastic

mistake. The uniforms were sewn a bit shorter then it was

ordered! After finishing the order, Berel noticed his blunder

and prayed to Hashem that the general would not notice his

mistake.

But the general did indeed notice. When he received the

uniforms and inspected the order, he saw that they were

short, he became very angry and suspected that Berel did it

intentionally to defraud the army. Berel pleaded that he is

innocent but the general was furious at Berel -who was a

Yid- and sent for some soldiers to arrest the Jewish tailor.

Berel saw the soldiers coming. Frightened, he sneaked out

through the back door, running as fast as his legs could carry

him. "The Shinever Rav will surely help me," he thought

desperately. "I'll go to him."

He ran and ran. Finally, he reached the home of the Rebbe.

"I am in terrible trouble," Berel cried out. "Rebbe, please

help me!" "What is it, my son?" the Rebbe asked, concerned.

Berel told the Rebbe his whole story. The tzaddik promptly

advised him to go to Vienna and speak to the officer who

was in charge of his case. Berel didn’t waste a minute and

dashed off to catch the train to Vienna. It turned out to be

very difficult to find out who was the officer he needed to

see and where to locate him. Finally he met someone who

said he knew which official it was and where he lived, and

he wrote down the information for him. But then, when the

friendly man handed Berel the slip of paper with the name

and address, he warned him, "This officer is mean. And he

does not like Jewish people."

Berel was scared, but he had emunah in the rebbe and knew

he must follow the Rebbe's instructions. He went to the

officer's house and knocked on the door. The door opened. A

little girl stood there - the same little girl who had cried at

the train station. She ran inside excitedly calling, "Father!

Father! Come quickly! It is the man who was nice to me

when I lost my purse and gave me money to buy a train

ticket!"

Berel was amazed. "This is a miracle from Hashem." he said.

The girl's father appeared. "So you are the man who saved

my precious daughter," the officer exclaimed, taking Berel's

hand in his. "I have wanted to thank you all this time, but I

did not know your name or where you lived. How can I ever

thank you and show you my gratitude?" "I am in danger of

being arrested and you are the officer in charge of my case,"

Berel said. "You can help me by pardoning me for making

the uniforms short, after all it was only a mistake."

"Of course I will pardon you," the officer promised. "I

always thought the old uniforms were too long, anyway. The

soldiers used to trip on them when they ran. And I will make

sure you are paid in full for the work, as well."

Berel left Vienna with a light heart and pockets full of

money. Sitting on the train on the way home, Berel thought

about how he had been saved because he had been kind to a

little girl in need. Suddenly he remembered the strange look

that the Shinever Rav had given him at the train station when

he told him to help the little girl. "The Rebbe knew from the

beginning what was going to happen," Berel said. "And then

later, when I was running away, he knew just where I should

go. [By helping this little girl the Rebbe was following the strong

advice of King Solomon in Koheles. mi ¦nÏ ©d aŸx §a i ¦M ,m ¦iÖ ©d i¥p §R l©r L §n §g ©l g ©N ©W"
 "EP ¤̀ v̈ §n ¦Y (t th ,kve)  Cast thy bread upon the waters, for you shall find it

after many days…Berel certainly found the bread he cast earlier.(YZK)]
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