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Now You Know 
When Pharaoh finally sent the Jews 
out, he told Moshe and Aharon, “Go!  
Take your people, your animals, 

everything.  Go serve your G-d, and 
you should bless me as well.” 

Rashi says that “you should bless 
me” means that they should pray for 
him that he not die.  He thought he 
would because he was a first-born. 

While there are different opinions as 
to whether the first-borns died in a 
single moment across Egypt or 

chatzos, midnight, in each area based 
on its own “time zone,” Pharaoh for 
some reason was still alive and he 
feared that he would die soon. 

However, he was not to die in the 

plague of Makos Bechoros because 
he was still needed to play his part on 
the world stage. 

Later, he would be the king of 
Nineveh and when Yonah came to 

prophecy that the city would be 
overturned, Pharaoh listened and his 
entire country repented. 

One never knows what HaShem’s 
plans are in the future, or how today’s 

suffering may really be the stepping 
stone to future redemption. 

Though Pharaoh thought he 
understood the endgame, that 
HaShem wanted him gone, he was far 

off base, because HaShem wanted 
him around for a long, long time. 

Thought of the week: 

Everything works out in the 
end.  If it didn’t work out 
– it isn’t the end. 

 (A:Y TWMw)‰.WBRQB HLA YTTA YTw IEML WYDBE BL TAW WBL TA YTDBKH YNA YK HERP LA AB‰   
“…Come to Pharaoh, for I have hardened his heart, and those of his servants, 
so that I might place My signs in his midst.” (Exodus 10:1) 

When Moshe previously went to Pharaoh, his demands that the Jews be released were 
met with scoffing and ridicule.  Not only that, the slavery intensified.  It got to the point that 
he questioned why HaShem had sent him in the first place. 

HaShem was not happy that Moshe questioned Him that way.  He had a Divine plan that 
had to unfold.  The Jews were supposed to be in Egypt for 400 years but the intensity of 
the slavery made up for the years and they were redeemed in nearly half the time. 

Nevertheless, HaShem, in His mercy and compassion, did not want to set Moshe up to 
question Him further and incur HaShem’s wrath.  Therefore, He spelled out to Moshe what 
would happen and why. 

HaShem told Moshe: “I want you to come to Pharaoh, but be aware that no matter what 
you say, he will not listen, and that is because I want it to be this way.  I have my reasons 
for doing so and I will explain slightly. 

I have hardened Pharaoh’s heart so that I might continuously send My plagues upon him 
and his people, striking at their very core.  Were Pharaoh to acquiesce earlier, no one 
would witness the vast spectrum of my powers and kindnesses. With each plague, 
Pharaoh and his people will come to understand My greatness. But there’s more. 

The purpose for inflicting all this damage on the Egyptians is not just to punish them, but so 
that you, the Jewish people, will be able to tell your children and grandchildren how I toyed 
with the Egyptians. Through this retelling, you and yours will come to know and understand 
that I am the L-rd.” 

This means that everything that happened in Egypt, from Yosef’s arrival and the beginning 
of the slavery until the killing of the firstborn, was part of HaShem’s divine plan to reveal 
Himself to us.  All the torture we endured so that the plagues might be rained down on the 
Egyptians was part and parcel of this revelation.  The very things we thought were bad, 
evil, and heinous are the basis of our relationship with HaShem. 

When we face difficulties, we can better handle them if we remind ourselves that they do 
not exist in a vacuum, but instead are the beginning of the salvation for which we have long 
been waiting. 

At a Siyum HaShas in Israel, R’ Yitzchok Zilberstein was approached by a fellow who related a 
‘miracle’ R’ Zilberstein had wrought.  “My son was always the epitome of a “good boy,” said the 
fellow. Everyone who met him admired and fell in love with his midos, his yiras shomayim, and 
his pleasant disposition.  He was a real wonder child.” 

“One day, however, he could not move his leg when he awoke.  We thought it had fallen asleep 
but it remained paralyzed and despite countless doctors’ visits we had to accept that our son 
was lame.  We were devastated.  Here was a boy who had been a real catch.  Now what would 
happen when it came time to get married?” 

“You calmed us and said, ‘Perhaps HaShem has prepared his shidduch with a girl who herself 
has a minor flaw.  Before you might not have looked at her, but now you will.’  You were right.  
He married a girl with a minor flaw which would normally have turned us against the shidduch.  
Rebbi, she is so devoted to him, so supportive, such a good wife and mother.  His (and our) 
happiness is truly due to what we thought was a tragedy.” 

©2016 – J. Gewirtz 

H‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW  H‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW  H‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW  H‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW      , HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw ,, HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw ,, HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw ,, HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw ,    ISYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰ELISYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰ELISYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰ELISYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰EL    
LXR TB OYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰XLDBY WLXR TB OYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰XLDBY WLXR TB OYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰XLDBY WLXR TB OYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰XLDBY W    

LRES ÂYX TB HBWU HKRBLRES ÂYX TB HBWU HKRBLRES ÂYX TB HBWU HKRBLRES ÂYX TB HBWU HKRBW HKLM IB YKDRM RTLA IBWARW HKLM IB YKDRM RTLA IBWARW HKLM IB YKDRM RTLA IBWARW HKLM IB YKDRM RTLA IBWAR    
    

E-mail Subscribe to info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 

This issue sponsored N‰EL 

L‰CZ HDWHY ÂR ÂYRA YBC ÂR 
Mr. Tzvi Aryeh Kantor z”l 

By his grandson,  

Yehudah Zev Grabie and family 
who were so inspired by his 

gentleness and avodas HaShem. 

TBU X‰K UYYCRAY 

Together we can 
change the world. 
Print, e-mail, and share 
Migdal Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   

E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 


