
 

 

Last week’s Question: 

Where do we find an object which if it was never 

seen by human eyes is permissible, but once 

any one gets to look at it ,it is prohibited ?  

Answer: 

Human Blood i.e. blood from the gums. If the 

blood doesn't leave the mouth, it is 

permissible to swallow. However, if it leaves 

the mouth it is prohibited Medraban. 

This week’s Question:  

What are the four positive 

commandments that require a 

minyan in order to fulfill them? 

This section is sponsored anonymously as a 

zechus for their children to grow up into 

Yidden that bring Hashem tremendous 

nachas. 

 רבות מחשבות

Rashi comments (25: 25-26) that 

Eisav was given his name by everyone 

that saw him. Anyone that saw him 

would say he came into the world full 

of hair, like a grown person. From this 

Rashi, it would seem that Eisav wasn't 

given his name by his father. How 

could this be, why wasn’t Eisav given 

his name at his bris like every jewish 

boy? R’Chaim Kanievsky, shilta, 

answers that since Eisav was born 

with a red complexation, Yitzchok was 

nervous to perform a bris on him. 

Maybe his redness was a sign that his 

blood was not flowing properly. 

Giving him a bris could cause 

excessive bleeding which would be 

dangerous. Once Eisav got older, it 

became clear that this wasn’t the 

case and Yitzchok wanted to give 

Eisav a bris. However, Eisav wouldn’t 

let him. Therefore he was never given 

a proper name by his father at a bris 

and the name that everyone called 

him at his birth stayed with him for 

his entire life.  

Who  Gave the Name? 

The Weichholz family in memory of  Mr. Naftali Trauring ה  “ע נפתלי חיים בן משה צבינ “לע  

Renov Family ה  “ע רב יוסף בן אליהונ ה“לע  

The Farbman  family in memory of  ה “נ מרדכי לייב בן ישראל אנשיל  ע“לע  

פרשת   תולדת       

Decision, Decisions 

The Torah describes the way that Yitzchok davened for children with the word 

vaye’etar.  Rashi explains that this word means to ask (someone) pressingly and 

persistently for something. The pasuk continues and says” vayei’aser lo Hashem” 

and Rashi explains this to mean that Hashem was prevailed upon and persuaded 

by Yaakov. The Imrei Emes wondered why the tefilos of Yitzchok were not 

accepted like other tefilos, and why Hashem needed to be persuaded so much. The 

Gerrer Rebbe explained this with a mashal. A child asks his father for a candy and 

the father says no. The child continues to ask and beg. Finally the father gives in 

out of pity even though it might not be the best thing for the child. This case is no 

different. Avraham was supposed to live for 180 years, but only lived for 175 years 

so that he wouldn’t see the evil ways of Eisav. Therefore, for Hashem to answer 

the tefilos of Yitzchok now would mean that he would be willing to cut 5 years off 

of Avraham Avinu’s life.  This is the reason why Hashem needed to be persuaded 

by the tefilos of Yitzchok. R’ Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld provides a wonderful 

gematria that alludes to this idea in the pesukim. The words” vayei’aser lo 

Hashem” equal 748, which is the same gematria as the words “chamesh shanim.”    

When R’ Aharon Kotler heard this vort, with this gematria, he said “I am sure this 

was said with ruach hakodesh”. 

 



 In the beginning of this week’s parsha Rashi brings a famous Chazal. That describes how Eisav would try to break out of the womb when Rivka 

walked by a house of idols. And how Yaakov tried to run out when she past the Yeshivah of Shem V’ever There is a basic question that one 

should ask regarding this chazal. We understand why Eisav was trying to get out into the world, as there is no Idol worship in the mother’s 

womb. However, what was Yaakov trying to do? Wasn’t he learning the whole Torah with a malach.  R’Bunim from Peshischa says that we see 

from here that even if one can learn Torah from a malach, but he will have to be in the company of a rasha it’s still better to get away. R’Shimon 

Sofer was asked a shailah from a father. He wanted to know how to decide where to send his son to cheder. One class has an excellent rebbi, the 

best rebbi in town. However in the class there is a big mix of boys and at times they could be a bad influence. The other choice was a class with a 

mediocre rebbi but the class had good boys with a pleasant way about them. R’Shimon told him that he should choose the class that has boys 

that will be a good influence on your son. He told the father this chazal as a support to his advice. This message should help us make decisions 

regarding our children along with our own decisions. A person when deciding where to daven shouldn’t necessarily choose the shul with the 

dynamic Rav, rather he should look at how the whole Kehillah treats davening.  

 The pasuk describes Eisav as “A man who knows how to hunt, a man of the field.” However, while describing Yaakov the 

pasuk says “a wholesome man, abiding in tents.”  The Shevat Halevi asks, why the pasuk didn’t write Yaakov knew Torah like 

it writes that Eisav knew hunting? Rav Wosner explained that, while he was learning in Chachmei Lublin, a Rav once came to 

look at the Yeshiva and to say a Drasha. He said “I see everyone sitting and learning and I can see that you all have 

tremendous abilities, however only a few of you will end up being true Talmidi Chachomim. Why is this? This is because 

greatness in Torah doesn’t depend on potential, it depends on one thing. That is the ability to be diligent in your studies and 

to stay in the house of Torah”. Rav Wosner said about himself and other great leaders of Klal Yisroel that what distinguished 

them from their peers was this ability to study Torah with hasmadah (diligence). This is why the Torah doesn’t describe 

Yaakov as “knowing Torah” since that is only a byproduct of “Yoshev Ohalim”-staying put in the tent of Torah. 

 Ameilus BaTorah 

There is another answer given to the above-mentioned question. R’ Yaakov Galinsky answered that Yaakov 

wanted to get out of the womb, even though he was learning Torah with the Malach, because that Torah was 

without ameilus (toiling). The Torah of Yeshivas Shem V’ Ever would need toil and commitment. He added a 

proof as to how we know that the Torah we learn before birth is without the proper application. He said that 

anything that you can lose with one flick under the nose couldn’t be acquired with too much effort. With this 

idea, he answered another famous question, ‘Why don’t we stand up for an expecting mother, isn’t the baby 

she carrying a huge talmid chacham’? He answered that Torah knowledge acquired without effort isn’t 

something we stand up for. 

 פרשת   תולדת 

 

To sponsor future editions email yrichtman@ygft.org 

Step One to Knowing Torah 

  Unsafe Company 


