
 
 

him greatly. Instead of accepting his unique role and 
fulfilling his distinct mission, he allowed his jealousy of 
Yitzchak’s role to consume him and drive him to try to 
completely destroy Yitzchak - if not physically then at 
least to make him unworthy. 

Consistent with that theme, he made it very clear by 
the Mitzvah of Bris Milah that he was really greater, 
because he had a Bris at thirteen while Yitzchak had his at 
eight days old! Yishmael was once again trying to usurp 
Yizchak’s inheritance and portray how he was so much 
more worthy than him. 

When the end of their illustrious father’s life of 
achievement and greatness arrived, and the two of them 
were there to give him true honor, at that moment of truth 
Yishmael told Yitzchak that he should go first - express-
ing that at the end of it all he finally recognized with total 
clarity and humility that Yitzchak was the true heir to 
their father, forever. Yes, it is true that Yishmael might 
have not possessed that higher status that Yitzchak 
merited, but he then realized so clearly that this is really 
not what life is ultimately about - it is not about who you 
are and what your status is on the totem pole. It is about 
each individual sharing his unique contribution with his 
people in his own way, and not comparing himself one 
iota to the person next to him. 

Yishmael at this point truly repented on his life’s 
challenge. For at the end of the day he went out of his way 
to show great honor to his younger brother Yitzchak, 
expressing that all of his fights against Yitzchak over the 
years were a great error on his part. He now agreed without a 
shadow of a doubt that Yitzchak would be the one to continue in 
Avraham’s ways as the sole heir. Yishmael recognized this and 
did not withhold the honor due to Yitzchak. 

We must learn from all of the above to truly appreci-
ate our unique status in life and what we do to bring 
benefit to the Jewish people. Be’ezras Hashem we will 
thereby recognize that no one can do what we are sup-
posed to do, and that we are unique to Hashem, forever.  

Besiyata diShmaya. 
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Our parasha describes an incident that occurred at 
the great levaya of Avraham Avinu. Rashi makes special 
mention of it, and it is highlighted as a key point in the 
life of Yishmael. As clearly expressed in the pesukim, 
Yishmael allowed his younger brother Yitzchak to lead 
the way in the kavod acharon of their beloved father. Rashi 
explains that we clearly see from this incident that 
Yishmael did teshuva.  

The obvious question is, where do we see in this 
gesture a sign that Yishmael specifically did teshuva for 
the errors of his entire life? Just because he gave honor to 
Yitzchak at Avraham’s levaya, does that mean he repent-
ed from his misdeeds?  

To answer this vital question, let us first try to 
bring out a very important life principle. 

Every single Jew on the face of this earth and over 
the course of history has a unique tafkid, a mission, in his 
life and in the life of Klal Yisrael – one that only he can fulfill. 
It is a mission so uniquely designed for him specifically, 
that Hashem prepared it for him and arranged all the 
necessary parts of his life prior to it, in order for him to 
be able to accomplish his very special tafkid. That 
knowledge itself should really fill a person with extra 
strength and great self-worth, knowing that he has a 
special place in Hashem’s plan of history. 

Chazal teach us in Maseches Avos that one of the 48 
ways of acquiring Torah is having the quality that is 
called makir es mikomo. This means that a person is able to 
recognize his status in his own right, and not measure 
himself in comparison to others. It means that he is able 
to understand very clearly that he has his own unique-
ness and advantages that only he can give to Klal Yisrael. 
He is not bothered if someone else seems to have more. 

On Friday night last year, our Rosh Yeshiva, Rav 
Shlomo Avigdor Altusky shlita explained in the name of 
Rav Avraham Yaffen zt”l: When we look at the life of 
Yishmael and where his greatest challenge really lay, we 
find something fascinating.  

What did Sara Imeinu see that made her want Av-
raham to send Yishmael away?  

He was being - meaning that he was mocking 
Yitzchak. Yishmael knew that Yitzchak was destined to 
be the heir to their father Avraham, and this bothered 
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