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Now You Know 
If you ask most people, “Where does 
the Torah tell us not to steal?” they will 

tell you it is one of the Ten 
Commandments.  This is actually 
inaccurate. 

In the Aseres haDibros, the phrase, “Lo 
Tignov,” most often translated as, 

“Thou shalt not steal” is actually a 
reference to kidnaping, a capital 
offense. 

The true source for the prohibition of 
stealing money or property is in Parshas 

Kedoshim, 19:11, where “Thou shalt 
not steal” is accompanied by “Thou 

shalt not deal falsely” and “Thou shalt 
not lie” to each other. 

The two verses before this discuss that 

when one harvests his field, he must 
leave one part over for the poor and the 
stranger.  What is the connection? 

The answer is that people don’t plan to 
steal or cheat.  However, when it comes 

to what they’ve grown in their fields, 
they feel that they worked for it and they 

have a “right” to it.  They may balk at 
leaving it for the poor. 

When one gets that attitude, forgetting 

that everything comes from HaShem, he 
may come to rationalize in other 
situations that something is “rightfully” 

his, and do things to retain or acquire 
things that actually belong to others. 

One thing leads to another and if one is 

not giving, generous, and 
understanding that whatever he has is a 

gift from G-d, he may well come to deny 
others what is coming to them, thereby 

stealing or dealing falsely with others. 

Thought of the week: 

It’s not enough to be good. 
You must always strive to 
be “better.” 

(WK:K ARQYW) ‰.YL TWYHL OYMEH IM OKTA LDBAW ÂH YNA wWDQ YK OYwDQ YL OTYYHW‰  

“And you shall be holy to me because I, G-d, am holy, and I have set you apart 
from other nations to be mine.”(Vayikra 20:26) 

The directive to be holy is one that is a recurring theme in this week’s Parsha. Parshas 
Acharei Mos lists a number of things to avoid, including illicit relationships. This follows 
the concept of sur mi’ra v’asaei tov, abandon evil and do good, meaning that you first 
rid yourself of evil and then you can become holier, which leads us right into Parshas 
Kedoshim where we are adjured to be holy (19:2). 

The Parsha of Kedoshim then lists a number of behaviors that are inappropriate for 
Jewish people, such as stealing, lying, cursing the deaf, or withholding someone’s pay. 
There are laws about how we treat our bodies, how we relate to G-d, and how we 
respect others. 

Then, the Torah once again urges us to be holy, “Sanctify yourselves and be holy, for I 
am the L-rd your G-d.” (20:7) Suddenly, after that, we’re back to forbidden relationships. 
Then HaShem warns us that if we don’t keep His laws we won’t be worthy of dwelling 
in the land of Israel and it will expel us. It places the burden upon us, to choose to act 
properly and set ourselves apart, and finally, (20:26) the command to be holy is reiterated 
once more, as we are told, “And you shall be holy for I, G-d, am holy, and I’ve set you 
apart from the nations to be Mine.” 

Why does the Torah seemingly repeat itself? We are supposed to be holy and we’re 
supposed to avoid bad behavior to do so. Why keep mentioning it? 

Perhaps the Torah is teaching us the nature of life. One does not simply reach a level 
of holiness and remain there. It is a constant struggle. One must keep working to 
sanctify himself and, once he has done so, proceed to sanctify himself more. 

The Ramban famously says, “Sanctify yourself through that which is permitted to you.” 
That is to say that just because something is technically permitted according to 
halacha, that doesn’t make it a good idea. 

As one grows in his sanctity and purity, he sets new standards for himself; new things 
he “won’t do.” Those become his norm and he is then adjured, “Sanctify yourself!” He 
must keep on growing and trying to become holier. Why? Because G-d is holy, and we 
who are destined to be paired with Him must try to come closer to His essence and 
eschew our likeness to the rest of the world with all its baseness and impurity. It is 
repeated three times to remind us to keep at it.  

We can do this – it’s who we are and what we were built to do. 

A fellow once commented to the Vilna Gaon, who towered head and shoulders above 
the rest of his generation, “I wish I had your Yetzer Hara.” 

The Gaon whitened and exclaimed, “Chas V’Shalom! Heaven forbid!” He explained. 
“Do you think I became who I am because I have no evil inclination? On the contrary. 
Chazal teach us that the greater one is the greater is his evil inclination. 

The more I learn and the more I grow, the harder I must fight back. You do not truly 
wish you had my Yetzer Hara for if you were suddenly faced with that temptation you 
would never be able to withstand it.” 
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Mazel Tov to  

Jeremy Kramer of Silver Spring 

and Lisa Ast of St. Louis/NYC  

upon your engagement.  

May you exemplify V’Ahavta 

l’Rayacha Kamocha, Ani HaShem 

and be friends who love each other 

and together build a home in which 

HaShem will be proud to dwell. 

Keep trying, it gets 

better. 
Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 

Ohr with others. 
  You’ll be glad you did.   
E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 


