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     HALACHOS OF MA’ASER KESAFIM     

Continued from Previous Week… 

1) One, who in a time of distress or danger, promised to give money to Tzedaka, may not pay this 

promised money using Ma'aser money. (Shu"t Bais Dino Shel Shlomo, Hilchesa Pesikta) 

One who sets boundaries for themselves (which is a good thing to do) and subjects him/herself to "fines" 

if they G-d forbid transgress an Aveira (e.g. "Every time I speak Lashon Hara I will give  a dollar  to 

Tzedaka" or  "Every time I see something forbidden for Jewish eyes to see, I will put $10 in the Pushka" 

etc.) may not pay the "fine" using Ma'aser money. (ibid.) 

2) Someone who simply says "I promise money to Tzedaka", without having in mind to use Ma'aser 

money for this promise,  may not fulfill the promise with Ma'aser money, as once it's a promise it is an 

obligation, and obligations may not be paid  using Ma'aser as we have learned. 

One who promises money to a Shul upon making a "Mi Shebeirach" after getting an Aliyah may use 

Ma'aser money according to some Poskim (Psak of the Chazon Ish Zatzal brought in Orchos Rabbeinu Vol. 1 Page 

303.) Other Poskim are stringent and do not allow it.(Hilchos Ma'aser Kesafim quoting the Nehar Metzarim Y"D) 

3) One may pay a non-religious worker or employee, even if  it is clear that he/she will not separate 

Ma'aser from their  paycheck, and there is no problem of "Lifnei Iver Lo Siten Michshol - before a blind 

man do not place a stumbling block". (Psak of Dayan Yisroel Yaakov Fischer Zatzal quoted in Sefer Hilchos 

Ma'aser Kesofim.) 

3) One may use Ma'aser money to pay the cover charge for a "Dinner" or a "Melava Malka" or other 

function which is organized to benefit a Tzedaka organization. However, the cost of the actual portion 

should not be paid with Ma'aser; e.g. if a reservation to the dinner cost $180 and you would pay in a 

restaurant for a similar portion of food $20, you may pay $160 toward your dinner reservation from 

Ma'aser money. (Psak of Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky Zatzal in Emes L'Yaakov Y"D Siman 249) 

4) One may give Ma'aser money to an organization that organizes Torah and Hashkafa  Shiurim, and thus 

facilitates Torah learning.(Shu"t Bais Dino Shel Shlomo Y"D Siman 1). Similarly, one may use Ma'aser  to pay 

for Torah, Hashkafa or Mussar shiurim for women, even though women are not obligated in Torah study, 

it is still a Mitzvah for women to occupy themselves with subjects  of Mussar, fear of heaven, becoming 

closer to Hashem, as well as the many Torah topics that pertain to them.(Psak of Rav Asher Weiss Shlita, 

quoted in Hilchos Ma'aser Kesafim) 

Ma'aser money may be used to support organizations that provide emergency first-aid, such as 

"Hatzalah" (Psak of Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky Zatzal in Emes L'Yaakov Y"D Siman 249) 

It is a great Mitzvah to use Ma'aser money for "Pidyon Shevuyim- obtaining the release of prisoners". 

(Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah Siman 252:1. See also Shu"t Bais Dino Shel Shlomo Y"D Siman 1) 

5) According to some Poskim, it is permitted to use Ma'aser money to support non-Jewish charities (e.g. 

charities whose mission it is to research and develop medical cures etc.) (Psak of Rav Moshe Feinstein Zatzal 

quoted in Am HaTorah second Edition Choveres 11. Also opinion of Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky Zatzal in Emes L'Yaakov 

Y"D  Siman 251. However, Rav Yaakov writes that even if halachically it is permitted, it is still best to refrain from 

doing so. Rav Shlomo Zalmen Auerbach Zatzal maintained that if it is an organization that can benefit Shomrei Torah 

U'Mitzvos (as is the case with medical research) then L'Chatchilah you can support them with Ma'aser money) 
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6) Ma'aser money may be used to support "Kiruv" organizations whose mission it is to help our non-

religious brothers and sisters find their way back to our Father in heaven. (Bais Dino Shel Shlomo. Dayan 

Yisroel Yaakov Fisher Zatzal even allowed using Ma'aser money to pay for "Kiruv" courses.).Ma'aser money should 

not be given to charity organizations run by non-religious Jews. (Psak of Rav Shmuel Auerbach Shlita) 

7) A yeshiva or school that you or your children attended doesn't have halachic precedence for your 

Ma'aser dollars over a different school or Tzedaka. However, due to the Hakoras Hatov (appreciation) due 

the school, you should indeed financially support them over a different school. (Psak of Rav Asher Weiss 

Shlita) 

8) There are too many references in Chazal and the Poskim regarding the importance of giving Ma'aser, 

and to quote them all would be too difficult. However, to end our review of this topic on a powerful note, I 

will quote a small sampling of their holy words regarding the "power" of Ma'aser: 

* Properly separating and giving Ma'aser causes a person to become wealthy (Talmud Shabbos 119b. See 

also Rabbeinu Yonah's commentary to Pirkei Avos Perek 3 Mishna 13) 

* Although it is prohibited to "test" Hashem, there is an exception when it comes to Ma'aser, as the 

Posuk (Malachi 3:10) states  "V'Chanuni Na B'Zos amar Hashem- Test me with this, said Hashem" (see 

Malbim's explanation this Posuk. See also Me'iri to Taanis 9a. See Shulchan Aruch Y"D Siman 247:4 that this 

exception is only for Ma'aser and not all Tzedaka. Rabbeinu Bachya in the introduction to Parshas Ki Savo disagrees, 

and maintains that one may test Hashem with all Tzedaka) 

* In the merit of properly giving Ma'aser, a person's prayers will be answered (Mateh Moshe Vol. 2 Ma'alas 

Tzedaka Chapter 8 based on the Midrash) 

* Properly giving Ma'aser can help save a person from sicknesses (The Steipler Zatzal based on Midrash 

Bamidbar Parsha 9 Siman  671) 

* Properly separating Ma'aser can prevent miscarriages (Chazon Ish, story quoted in Sefer Maaseh Ish Vol. 1 

Page 144. This is also the advice that Rav Chaim Pinchas Scheinberg Zatzal gave to people who have a tendency to 

miscarry, and it has worked on countless occasions.) 

TAM V'NISHLAM HILCHOS MA'ASER KESAFIM. 
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The biggest fool is one who is fooling himself. 
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