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Now You Know 
URGENT CALCULATIONS 

When Avraham asked G-d to spare 
Sodom and its surrounding cities if 
there were fifty righteous people, he 

figured that ten tzaddikim per city 
would constitute a congregation. If 
there were a righteous congregation 

it would offset the evil congregation 
and save the city. 

When HaShem agreed, Avraham 
changed his calculation. He said, 

“Who am I to assume I understand 
Your ways? Perhaps You wouldn’t 
require a group of ten in each city. 
Perhaps nine would be sufficient.” 

Just as important as Avraham’s 
argument about there being righteous 
people in the city was his 

acknowledgment that he could not 
fathom the ways of G-d. 

While he beseeched the Al-mighty to 
change the decree, Avraham admitted 

that it was a just and proper one. He 
would not deign to second-guess G-d. 

In fact, HaShem would later say to 

Moshe, “I miss the patriarchs who 
didn’t question My attributes and 
didn’t ask Me, “What is Your 
name?”(Sanhedrin 111a – Today’s Daf Yomi!) 

While we may ask HaShem to help us, 
we must always remember that from 
His perspective (which is the right 
one) things may look different than 
they do to us. By trusting in Him to 
take care of us, we will merit 
HaShem’s kindness and salvation. 

Thought of the week: 

It’s never too late to be 
what you might have been. 

(ZK:XY TYwARB) „.RPAW RPE YKNAW ÂH LA RBDL YTLAWH AN HNH RMAYW OHRBA IEYW‰ 
“And Avraham answered and said, behold, I have undertaken to speak to the     
L-rd, and I am dust and ashes.” (Gen. 18:27) 

Upon hearing HaShem’s plan to destroy the cities of Sodom and environs, Avraham 
began to negotiate on their behalf. He suggested that surely if there were fifty righteous 
people there HaShem would not destroy the city with them in it. G-d agreed. 

Then, Avraham took it a step further. He asked if it would be such a big deal if the fifty 
tzaddikim were missing just five. Surely HaShem wouldn’t destroy the city on account 
of five men! HaShem agreed that if there were forty-five He would spare the cities. 

Before he asked that, though, Avraham made the above statement to somehow 
explain his persistence. Many commentaries convey this as a statement of humility. “I 
should have been rendered dust (i.e. dead) by the kings I fought, or ashes by Nimrod 
who threw me into a fire,” but HaShem had saved him. Avraham knew he didn’t have 
merits to use for this request and he acknowledged that.  

Perhaps, though, this was not a statement of humility but of self-worth. Avraham said, 
“I really should have no right to persist in asking You to extend Your mercy. However, I 
have extended myself as You intended.” 

When Man was created, HaShem told him, “You are dust, for from dust you came and 
to dust shall you return.” Avraham agreed that he had been made as dust, but added 
that he now was also ash. By allowing himself to be thrown into the furnace of Nimrod 
for his belief in HaShem, Avraham showed he had grown in his spiritual level and was 
now more than simply the dust as which he started. He had used the basis he was 
given and surpassed his nature. 

Because he utilized what HaShem gave him properly, this gave him the right to ask for 
more than he might have otherwise. Because this is what G-d intended him to do, it 
was not improper to make the request. 

The Gemara (Sota 17a) quotes Rava: “In the merit of the words, ‘I am dust and ashes,’ 
Avraham’s children received two mitzvos: The ash of the red heifer and the dust of a 
Sota.” These two are polar opposites. The dust is used to test a woman suspected of 
adultery, very low actions. The ashes purify people from even the most severe 
impurities. These mitzvos go from the depths of depravity to the heights of holiness. 

This is what Avraham meant. “I am indeed dust, but I am also ash. I may have begun 
as an ignoble creature but I’ve evolved beyond the angels.” In that vein, I beg you to 
spare the lives of those in Sodom, who may yet rise from the quagmire of their 
foundation to the heights that Mankind can achieve. 

When R’ Yechezkel Abramsky z”l was the head of the Bais Din in London, he was 
approached by Dayan Fischer, one of the rabbinical Court judges. 

“Between you and me,” said the judge to R’ Abramsky, “You know that I can learn Torah 
just as well as you can, and you also agree that you speak English as badly as I do.  Why 
then is it that people flock to your speeches, while mine are barely attended, and even the 
attendees don’t pay attention?” 

R’ Abramsky’s simple answer is a message for all of us with buried talents: “The difference 
is,” explained R’ Yechezkel, “that when I get up to speak, I focus on how well I know how to 
learn.  When you get up, you focus on how poorly you speak English.” 
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Prove to yourself that 

you can do it!  

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others.  You’ll be glad 

you did.   
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