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קָׂלָׂם רָׂה זָׂהָׂב ִמשְׁ , ֲעשָׂ ֵני צְִׁמיִדים ַעל-יֶָׂדיהָׂ קָׂלֹו--ּושְׁ ּתֹות, ַוִיַקח הִָׂאיש ֶנֶזם זָׂהָׂב, ֶבַקע ִמשְׁ      ַויְִׁהי, ַכֲאֶשר ִכּלּו ַהגְַׁמִּלים ִלשְׁ
Immediately after Eliezer’s camels finish drinking the water given to them by Rivka, the Pasuk details the gifts 

given to her.The Maharal in his Gur Aryeh asks what relevance do the gifts and their weight have that the 

Torah needs to specify first the gold nose ring given to Rivkah followed by the two bracelets? The Maharal 

explains that Eliezer recognized in Rivkah the trait of being a Gomlei Chesed in the manner that she offered 

water to him and the camels. Eliezer wanted to introduce Rivka to the two remaining character traits important 

for entering the family of Avraham. With these gifts, he was meramez to her, Torah and Avodah
1
. The two 

bracelets represented the two Luchos, the Torah
2
, and the nose ring, Avodah, as Korbanos are a Raiach 

Nichoach which are smelled with the nose. 

The Shem MiShmuel offers another approach based on Rashi. Rashi explains the word Beka as being a Remez 

to the Chatzi Shekel that the Bnei Yisrael would in the future give to build the Mishkan, which was one Beka 

(a half-shekel) per head. The Seforim explain that the reason Hashem commanded each person to donate a 

half- shekel as opposed to a whole was to impress upon the nation that no one person is ever complete without 

the other and that only when Bnei Yisrael recognize each and every persons important role in the make-up of 

the Klal are they complete. Every individual contribution is important as we all make up a half of the whole. 

This idea of feeling connected to the greater Klal and being there for someone else in a time of need was the 

strength of Avraham as he proved in his beseeching Hashem on behalf of Sodom and in his outreach to make 

himself available to others less fortunate than himself. This was Avraham’s demand of Eliezer to ensure that 

the wife of Yitzchak recognizes her role as an individual but part of the greater Klal. When Rivkah assisted 

Eliezer at the well and he realized that she embodied this Midah, he gave her a nose ring valued at a half shekel 

representing her understanding of the need to assist others and viewing herself as a important part/half of the 

greater Klal. 

This idea can also possibly be extended to the relationship with a spouse in marriage. Marriage allows for 

constant opportunities for an individual to grow and become complete through refining one’s character in their 

relationship with their spouse. It allows particular Middos to be exercised and developed simply because living 

with another individual will require caring interactions and sensitive communication with each other. The 

building of a marriage  in effect represents the half shekel, the individual spouse, recognizing that they’re only 

a part of something greater, namely the connection with their spouse, comprising a whole shekel. It is this 

understanding that we are incomplete on our own and need to view marriage as a tool for character refinement 

and spiritual growth that is at the core. This may also lend itself to the idea that each new home built through 

marriage is termed a Mikdash Me’at, a miniature Beis HaMikdash. It is no coincidence then that the half 

shekel was specifically given for the building of the Mishkan and it’s the individual symbolized with the half 

shekel that builds his/her own Mishkan, their home. 

                                                           
1
ִדים  ִמילּות ֲחסָׁ ַעל גְׁ ה וְׁ ֲעבֹודָׁ ַעל הָׁ ה וְׁ ם עֹוֵמד, ַעל ַהּתֹורָׁ עֹולָׁ ִרים הָׁ בָׁ ה דְׁ לשָׁ  ַעל שְׁ

2 See the Gur Aryeh where he explains in detail the symbolism of the two bracelets relating to the Luchos. 


