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Shelach 5777-Earthlings 
 

  In this week’s parsha we learn about the 

episode of the Meraglim, who mightily discouraged 

the Yidden from entering Eretz Cana’an. Not only 

were the Meraglim punished by death for this back-

stabbing move, but that whole generation who cried 

in despair, believing the negative report about the 

Promised Land, they too, died over a 38-year period, 

and did not merit setting foot onto the holy land. The 

Gemara (Ta’anis) tells us how they died. Each year 

every male of that generation would dig a grave, and 

lie inside it on the night of Tisha B’Av. The next 

morning 15,000 men did not wake up; the rest did and 

went home. This was repeated year after year, until 

(nearly) all 600,000 men died. 
 The question is, why specifically for this sin was it deemed necessary that their 

deaths should take place whilst in the ground? True, they could not die peacefully in their 

own beds, for there had to be a type of death that was obviously a punishment. But why 

this business with the sub-surface deaths? 
 In the past, we have mentioned a wonderful analysis by the Apta Rav in Ohaiv 

Yisrael (Beraishis) regarding The Original Sin. No, we are not referring to the sin of eating 

from The Aitz Hada’as. There was in fact an earlier sin in history, before Adam was even 

born. This took place when the earth ignored Hashem’s command to produce trees whose 

bark tasted the same as its fruit (see Rashi to Beraishis, 1:11, who makes mention of this 

infraction). Why did the earth ignore Hashem’s wishes? After all, no-one sins for no reason. 

So, what was in it for the earth to be the world’s first bad boy? Suggests the Apta Rav, the 

earth realized at a certain point that Hashem was going to use it to make the Original Man, 

and indeed Hashem did do so (that is why man is called Adam because he was created by 

Hashem using adama). The earth also sensed that man will be highly flawed, fallible and 

highly susceptible to sin, and would be in great danger of being annihilated, heaven forbid. 

The earth therefore decided to lay his own life on the line, so to speak, and become a sinner 

before Hashem created man, thus making sin part and parcel of man’s persona from the 

second of his creation. Thus, when Hashem did use the earth to create Man, it meant that 

man was born flawed. For Hashem was now using compromised adama with which to 

create Adam. This gave Man an excuse for any time he/she sins. He/she could always say, 

“Hey, it’s not my fault that I sin from time to time. After all, You used sinful earth as my 

main ingredient and that compromises my every waking hour.” 



 With this we can understand the reason for Hashem making the generation die in 

graves surrounded by earth. Their sin was in essence a lack of Emunah in Hashem’s 

promises to set up them safely and securely in Eretz Yisrael. Such a sin should carry with 

it an awful long time in Gehinom for its transgressors. Hashem, as a Ba’al Rachamim- A 

Master of Mercy- wished to pave the way for allowing “Hamtakas Hadin”-” Sweetening 

of Judgement” in order to ameliorate the upcoming judgement in Heaven against this 

generation. So, He “reminds” Himself that the human is part & parcel of earth; it is in their 

DNA. And with that exists the propensity to sin, as the earth did at the beginning of time. 

And with this knowledge the defense lawyers in Heaven can claim that this generation was 

not fully responsible for their sin, sweetening any judgement against them. 
 Notice if you will, that right after the episode of the Meraglim, the Torah teaches us 

three Mitzvos. A) The procedure of the Nesachim-Wine libations performed with many 

sacrifices. B) The Laws of Challah. And C) The laws of one who inadvertently sins. 

Perhaps we can suggest that there is a common theme in these three as to why they follow 

the episode of the Meraglim. Adam, as we mentioned was created from the earth. Chazal 

(Beraishis Rabba, 14:8) tell us that Adam was created from earth taken from the place 

where the Mizbayach would stand in the Bais Hamikdash. Rav Yosef Rosen, the famed 

Rogatchover Gaon (Tzafnas Pahnayach, Beraishis, 2:7) adds that after using that earth, 

there was a hole in the ground, and that is the hole into which the wine libations are poured. 

Therefore, the rules of Nesachim are immediately after the story of the Meraglim to further 

remind one and all that Adam was made from earth and is not fully responsible for his 

actions. 
 Regarding the juxtaposition of the mitzva of Challah: Perhaps again it is to sweeten 

the judgement of that generation’s sin. The Midrash (Beraishis, 14:1) tells us that Adam is 

considered “Challoso Shel Olam”- “The Challah tithe of the world”. Just as in real Challah-

baking a piece of the dough is removed, similarly Hashem in the creation of Adam took 

off a piece of the earth & kneaded him into a human form. Here too, the reminder of man’s 

earthy DNA. 
 With all these reminders of man’s compromised source, the Torah wraps it all up 

by teaching the mitzva of Shogaig- One who sins inadvertently. Shogaig does sum up man’s 

sinful ways. For as premeditated and calculated are one’s sins, we hope that Hashem will 

recognize an element of Shogaig lying within.  
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