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 – ’In all your ways acknowledge Him‘   'בכל דרכיך דעהו'

I did not even possess even enough carfare for a single bus ride to get to 
work. Since I do not take loans, no matter what, I tried to hitch a ride. The 
first ride took me to the main intersection and from there I tried to get 
another ride. Suddenly, a familiar called out my name. I turned towards 
the voice and standing in front of me was my boss waiting for the bus to 
go to work. Of course, the boss paid for my fare and we got to work 
together and on time. That day I received my paycheck which was enough 
for the coming month.    

 .ש.ה        
* ~ * ~ * 

 – Kindness on the Holiday ברגלחסד 
An hour before the start of the holiday of Succos there was a knock on the 
door. At the door stood strangers who asked if they could borrow a 
mattress for the holiday. Before I could say that ‘we don’t have one’, my 
wife told them that we would gladly send them a mattress to their 
apartment. She then asked me to give them her mattress. “What will you 
rest your head on?” I asked. She already understood that these were 
people who rented an apartment in the building for the holiday and they 
arrived with more people then were prepared for and they needed an 
extra mattress. I tried to explain to her that there is no mitzvah to suffer 
because of people who arrived with more people than they prepared for… 
but she was adamant and she replied: “Charity saves from death! If people 
are knocking one hour before the holiday we give and we will not lose 
from this.”  
Of course I accepted this and I brought them the mattress. 
The night of Yom Tov we ate by the grandmother who lived nearby, a pot 
of boiling soup splashed on the legs of my two-year-old son causing him 
severe burns, Grandmother immediately hurried to get a burn ointment 
and she applied a substantial amount to the baby’s skin. I rushed to the 
home of a medic to find out how to treat a burn. To my great joy he 
instructed us to apply the exact cream that Grandmother applied and 
added specific instructions for treatment. It turns out that Grandmother 
bought the cream for another grandchild who had a minor burn two 
weeks before Yom Tov and she had leftover cream to treat my son and 
had she not treated him so quickly his condition would have been much 
worse. 
Baruch Hashem by Simchas Torah hardly a remnant of the burn remained. 
The soup that spilled on the legs of my son would have normally spilled 
over his entire body but at the last second in an amazing way it burned 
only his legs, Baruch Hashem.  
We felt that it was in the merit of the kindness with the mattress that 
stood for us as a protection from Above. 
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 – Appeasing the Guest הפיוס לאורח
Rebbe Shmelya of Amshinov zt”l involved himself in the 
mitzvah of ‘Hachnasas Orchim’ – ‘hospitality of guests’ in an 
exemplary manner. His home in the United States was known 
by all to be a gathering place for guests. Once someone from 
Eretz Yisroel came to his house as a guest, who traveled far 
for the sake of a mitzvah, came to the home of the Rebbe to 
rest. 
Immediately when the Rebbe noticed him, he realized that he 
was someone elevated above the rest of the people, and he 
showed him much honor, and he troubled himself to prepare 
and serve him his food. The guest saw that the Rebbe was 
troubling himself for him, was not happy about this, and he 
repeatedly mentioned to the Rebbe that he was not worthy 
of this. 
The Rebbe who understood the intent of the guest responded 
to him by saying, ‘Behold, right now you are as important to 
me as an item of holiness, literally like a shofar or Tefillin, and 
just like it is not possible to fulfill these mitzvos without 
having these holy items available, so too, I cannot fulfill the 
mitzvah of hospitality to guests without you.’ 
In this way the Rebbe eased the mind of the guest, by giving 
him the feeling that he was not bothering so much for him, 
but rather, in order to properly fulfill the mitzvah of 
hospitality to guests. 
Simalarly, our Rebbe shlit”a relates an incident that happened 
to him: ‘Once I was going to visit the Rav of Bunyad, HaGaon 
HaTzaddik Rebbe Dovid Moskovitz zt”l, and he invited me to 
eat by him, and I tried all sorts of excuses to avoid it until he 
explained to me that if I eat by him then he will feel good 
from this and even his family would be pleased with this. 
With these words he succeeded in imparting to me a feeling 
that I am doing him a favor by eating with him.’ 
We see this approach in our parsha by Avraham Avinu. When 
Avraham Avinu noticed the angels passing before him, he 
immediately ran and asked them to eat by him, but he was afraid 
perhaps when they noticed that he was not well, they would not 
want to bother him with entertaining guests and they would leave 
him, therefore he said to them (18:5):  

 כי על כן עברתם על עבדכם
Inasmuch as you have passed your servant’s way 

And as Rashi explains, for this thing I request of you is out of respect 
for me. With these words he gave them the feeling that that they 
are doing a favor for him and he is not doing them a favor. 
In this way we can fulfill the mitzvah of ‘appeasing the poor’ which is 
more important than ‘charity to the poor’ as Chaza”l have stated: If 
one gives bread to a poor person he is blessed with six blessings and 
if he appeases him he is blessed with eleven blessings. 
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 בענין בחירת החבר

On the Topic of Choosing a Friend 
 
 

 
 

וישמע אלקים את קול הנער ויקרא מלאך אלקים אל הגר מן השמים 
באשר ויאמר לה מה לך הגר אל תיראי כי שמע אלקים אל קול הנער 

 (יז:כא): הוא שם

Hashem heard the voice of the youth, and an angel of Hashem 
called to Hagar from the heavens and said to her, “What 
troubles you, Hagar? Fear not, for Hashem has heeded the cry of 
the youth as he is, there. (21:17) 
Rashi explains: As he is, there – In accordance with the deeds that he 
does at present he is judged, and not in accordance with what he is 
destined to do. For the ministering angels were impugning Yishmael, 
saying, “Master of the World! He who descendants are destined to put 
Your children to death by thirst, would You cause a well to rise up for 
him?” He answered them, “What is he now: righteous or wicked?” They 
said to Him, “Righteous”. He said to them, “In accordance with his deeds 
at present I judge him.” This is the meaning of ‘as he is, there’. And where 
did Yishmael put Israel to death by thirst? When Nevuchadnezzar exiled 
them, as it says in Yeshaya 21:13-14): 

 ...לקראת צמא התיו מים... משא בערב
A prophecy concerning Arabia… toward the thirsty they bring water. 

When the Babylonians were leading the Jews near the Arabs, Israel would 
say to their captors, “We beseech you, take us to the children of our 
Uncle, Yishmael, and they will have mercy on us, as it says “caravans of 
cousins”. These Yishmaelites went out to greet the Jews, and brought 
them meat and salted fish and inflated skin flasks. Israel was under the 
impression that they were full of water, and when a Jew would put a flask 
into his mouth and open it, the air would enter his body and he would 
die. 
Behold, these things are very strange. When HaKadosh Baruch Hu heard 
the claims of the angels that Yishmael is not fit to be rescued, HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu asked, “What is he now?” and they responded, “Righteous”. 
We can ask the question, is this who we call a Tzaddik (Righteous one)? It 
was his great sins that brought him to the situation where he is now as 
we see above (21:9) the Torah states: 

 'מצחק'ותרא שרה את בן הגר המצרית אשר ילדה לאברהם 
Sarah saw the son of Hagar, the Egyptian, whom she had borne to 

Avraham, ‘mocking’. 
And as Rashi explains, the word ‘mocking’ alludes to all three cardinal 
sins. Mocking – it connotes adultery as it says (Shemos 32:6): 

 ויקומו לצחק
and they got up to sport (worship of the Golden Calf) 

Alternatively, it connotes sexual immorality as you say (ahead 39:17): 
 לצחק בי

to make sport of me  
Alternatively, it connotes murder, as in (Shmuel II 2:14): 

 יקומו נא הנערים וישחקו לפנינו
Let the lads get up and sport before us (duel to the end) 

He transgressed all of the severest sins in the Torah and how can they say 
that he was a Tzaddik? 
Perhaps, we can say that the truth of the matter is that in reality Yishmael 
did not transgress these severe sins, however, there is a famous 
statement of Rebbe Yosi b’Rebbe Chanina (Berachos 10b): From here we 
see that a woman recognizes the qualities of her guests more than a man 
does. We see from here that a woman with her better understanding 
immediately recognizes the nature of the person standing opposite her. A 
similar thing happened in the matter of Yishmael, that even though he 
had not yet transgressed these sins, nevertheless, Sarah recognized his 
traits that in the future he will do these things and he will transgress all 
three cardinal sins. She understand with her advanced intelligence that 
his nature would bring him to this, and therefore, she ordered the cure 
before the disease, and she worried that in a short time the boys would 
be separated one from another so that Yitzchak does not learn from his 
actions and his nature chas v’chalila. 

 
 

 

This explanation is clearly seen in the simple meaning of the word 
‘metzacheik’ that at this time he was only in the category of ‘sport’ and 
not that he had actually done any of these things and as Rashi explains 
(21:9): They would go out to the field, and Yishmael would take his bow 
and shoot arrows at Yitzchak and he said, “Am I not jesting?” But from 
this ‘jest’ Sarah understood that that in the future the matter would not 
be one of a jest but rather, his actions will be true to his intent and this 
explanation is clear from that which HaKadosh Baruch Hu said to 
Avraham (21:12): 

 כל אשר תאמר אליך שרה שמע בקולה

Whatever Sarah tells you, heed her voice 
And Rashi explains: We learn from this that Avraham was secondary to 
Sarah in matters of prophecy. We see from here that the claims of Sarah 
were by way of prophecy for at this time he had not actually 
transgressed any of these sins, but, because of his interests she saw and 
understood his nature and what he will do in the future. 
We learn a great lesson here on the topic of a friend, that is, that a 
person wherever he finds himself needs friends. A friend is an extension 
of a person, and a person is supported by him in all matters whether 
spiritual or mundane, so naturally a person connects with those who 
want his company. Therefore, it is incumbent on a person to know that 
it is forbidden for a person to continue in this nature and it is prohibited 
for him to associate with anyone before he recognizes his nature. It is 
incumbent on a person to look into the nature of a person before 
associating with him and only after ascertaining that he is faithful to his 
Creator can he agree to associate with him. But, if he determines that 
he acts differently and he suspects that the person is not the same on 
the inside as he portrays outwardly, then he should not be hasty to 
associate with him for his actions are not acceptable and he is likely to 
change his friend to what he is. As Rambam writes (Hilchos Dayos 6:1): 
The nature of a person is to connect his views and his actions to those 
of his friends and to act as the customs of his country. We find that the 
essential association with a sinner changes the nature of a person to 
bad chas v’chalila. As one of the great ones of the previous generation 
once said, a person does not have to seek that his sons are Tzaddikim 
(Righteous), he just has to seek out that his sons have righteous friends 
and then automatically his sons will be righteous since they are 
associating with righteous friends and that which attaches to purity is 
itself pure. 
Even though the truth of the matter is that it is not possible to know the 
true nature of a person with seeing him act in situations, still, it is 
incumbent on a person to be careful associating with a person when 
there is a doubt about his uprightness and as the expression goes 
‘respect him but be wary of him’. Amongst yourselves you have to 
respect him for as long as you have not seen him sin he has the status of 
being upright, but do not hurry to be friends with him until you know 
for certain that his nature is true. 
Even if a person wants to get closer in order to better him, he has to 
know from the outset that if he is fitting for this, for not everyone who 
wants to use the Name can use it, and not all who want to bring people 
distant from the religion closer is appropriate for this and if he does not 
know if he is qualified for this it is better to hold himself back from this, 
for sometimes the end result will be the opposite chas v’chalila and in 
place of good there will be bad and the bad will influence the good chas 
v’chalila. 
Hashem Yisbarach should help us that through the honor of His Name 
that we not associate with anyone except those whose association will 
help a person to serve Hashem Yisbarach.  
 
Dear Yehudi! Do not keep this benefit just for yourself, you are invited 
to print and distribute the weekly sheet in your neighborhood and be 
a partner in benefiting the masses. You can receive the sheet by email 
or by printing it.  
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