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Grilling Questions 
Nullifying Muktzah Oil 

 

The Berger family was headed to North Dakota 

to spend Shavuos with Rabbi Shuey Shochet, Rabbi 

Berger’s good friend, and his family. Rabbi Shochet 

was the proprietor of 

Shochet's Shank & 

Shoulder, Inc. He 

shechted the steer on his 

ranch and only the 

choicest cuts of meats 

merited to carry the 

triple-S logo. The prime 

beef was flash-frozen 

fresh right after salting 

and put in the giant 

freezer. This way Jews the 

world over were able to 

enjoy these delicacies.  

Rabbi Shochet informed his friend that North 

Dakota was experiencing a massive shortage of 

propane gas, so barbequing was out of the 

question. 

"Don't worry about it, Shuey. I'll take care of it.” 

"You're gonna schlep propane tanks all the way 

here?" asked Rabbi Shochet. 

"You know me better than that by now. I have a 

tiny contraption capable of converting animal 

waste into pure, pristine-smelling fuel. You do have 

animal waste on your ranch, I hope," said Rabbi 

Berger with a tinge of sarcasm. 

On Erev Yom Tov, Rabbi Shochet showed Rabbi 

Berger and his boys where the barbecue pit was 

located. Rabbi Berger got to work setting up his 

contraption. The fuel that 

the animal waste created 

would fall into a pit 

located below the 

invention.  

“It’s hard for me to 

estimate how much dung 

is necessary to produce 

the gallon of fuel we need 

for the second day meal,” 

commented Rabbi Berger.  

“Then before Yom 

Tov, we have to put as 

much waste as possible on your contraption to 

produce the amount necessary,” responded Rabbi 

Shochet. 

Meanwhile, the ladies had put together a 

fantastic menu. The seuda on the first day of 

Shavuos was supposed to be milchig, as is the 

custom to many worldwide. The second day of Yom 

Tov would see the men grilling filet mignon and 

ribeye.  

“Binyamin,” Rabbi Berger requested of his son 

shortly before Yom Tov began, “please go to the 

fuel pit, and scoop a gallon into this container.”   



P
o

in
ts

 t
o

 

P
o

n
d

e
r
 

C
o

n
c
lu

s
io

n
 

“I was able to store away a full gallon in the 

container. Plus there's still another half-gallon left in 

the pit,” reported Binyamin as they all left to shul.  

Celebrating the Yom Tov of Shavuos way out in 

North Dakota was always special. To know that the 

Torah they learned all night was holding up their 

little corner of the world was an exhilarating 

feeling. After a night of learning and a meaningful 

davening, the men and boys returned to the ranch. 

Rabbi Berger was immediately greeted by his wife, 

Bracha, who seemed to have a concerned look on 

her face. 

“Refoel, Rachel crawled over the wire of the 

freezer which holds the meat intended for the 

second day of Yom Tov and accidently unplugged 

it. If we don’t also roast the meat for today’s seudah, 

it will probably all spoil before we plug it back in 

after Yom Tov,” Mrs. Berger said anxiously. 

“Hmm, I have a plan” Rabbi Berger said after a 

few minutes of contemplation. “Baruch and 

Yehoshua, please check the fuel pit and estimate 

how much fuel was created on Yom Tov.” 

Sometime later, the boys came back and 

reported that another gallon of fuel had been 

created, aside from the half-gallon that was there 

from before Shabbos. 

  

 “I have an idea," said Yossi. "Let's just add the 

permitted gallon of fuel that was canned before 

Yom Tov to that which is presently in the fuel pit. 

That would make the majority of the fuel in the 

mixture created before Yom Tov and then we 

could move it on Yom Tov (Mishnah Brurah 

507:11)." 

"But isn’t it prohibited to purposely nullify a 

prohibition [mevatel issur l'chatchila] (Shulchon 

Aruch YD 99:5; Rama 99:6)?” asked Yehoshua 

further.  

“Very good questions, boys,” answered Rabbi 

Berger. “It seems that learning all night gave your 

minds momentum to be thinking in learning. If a 

prohibition is totally Rabbinically sourced (i.e. 

muktzah), and the benefit is only attained after the 

prohibited matter was consumed, it is permitted to 

purposely nullify a prohibition. In our case, the 

food will only be enjoyed after the muktzah fuel 

was incinerated (Mishnah Brurah 507:8; Shulchon 

Aruch Harav 507:3).” 

Mrs. Shochet joined in the discussion. “That 

solves the problem with the meat, but what will be 

with all the other delicious dairy delights? My 

suggestion is to serve them for tonight’s meal 

instead of the prepared food which can be kept 

refrigerated.” 

Her plan met with the approval of all.  

“Let’s get some rest now, we all have a lot of 

grilling to do when we get up” suggested Rabbi 

Shochet to the Berger clan.  

 
“Tatty,” asked Baruch respectfully, “how can we 
bring the fuel that was created on Yom Tov to the 
grill? Isn’t it Nolad Gamur and therefore muktzah 

(Tosfos Bei’ah 2a s.v. koi; Orchos Shabbos intro to 
2:188)? Even though the muktzah fuel that fell into 

the pit is now indiscernible since it's mixed with the 
previous half-gallon of non-muktzah fuel (Mishnah 

Brurah 507:7; see Biur Halacha 507:2 s.v. shelo yiyu), 
isn’t it still muktzah because the mixture contains 

mostly muktzah fuel that was prepared on Yom Tov 
(Shulchon Aruch 507:2; Mishnah Brurah 507:7)?” 
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