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דבר אל בני ישראל ויקחו לי תרומה, מאת כל איש אשר ידבנו “ 25:2

 ”לבו תקחו את תרומתי

“Speak to B’nei Yisroel and let them take for Me a 

portion, from every man whose heart motivates him you shall take 

My portion.”  There is a Medrash Pliah on this Posuk, Parshas 

Terumah 307 – “ אחד' אלקינו ד 'ד ד שמע ישראל"ויקחו לי תרומה הה .”  What 

does the Posuk of Shema have to do with the Posuk of Terumah?  

The following Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, and perhaps 

support the P’shat offered in the closing paragraph. 

 The Medrash – ”ויקחו לי תרומה“ – Medrash Pliah 307 – זכרון מנחם

connects the Posuk of Terumah and the Posuk of Krias Shema.  What 

is the connection between the two?  The Arizal says that in every 

object, מדבר, חי, צומח, דומם , there are Nitzotzos (sparks) of Kedusha.  

Our job in this world is to bring forth the sparks of Kedusha.  “ ויקחו לי

כל מאת, תרומה ” – The Posuk is telling us that that we must give back to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu from “everything.”  There are times that we 

have physical benefits, but our desire and our goal must be to bring 

out those sparks of Kedusha.  The Posuk of Shema is Ol Malchus 

Shomayim, accepting upon ourselves the yoke of Shomayim.  If one 

accepts upon himself that yoke properly, then he will certainly 

always seek to bring out these sparks of Kedusha.  (While we may 

not be able to comprehend what these sparks of Kedusha are, it is 

important to know the concept.  Although we perform many actions 

in our lives, we have the opportunity to do something for Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu in all of our actions.  The way to bring forth these sparks 

of Kedusha is to have in mind that we are acting for the sake of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.   Everything we do should be done so that we 

can further our Avodas Hashem).   

 Why does the Torah use – ”ויקחו לי תרומה“ 25:2 – עוד יוסף חי 

the term Terumah for one who made a contribution to the Mishkan?  

When Klal Yisroel are acting in a proper manner and Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu is happy with their actions, Hakodosh Boruch Hu calls 

them with four names: תמתי, יונתי, רעיתי, אחותי  – “My sister, My love, 

My dove, My perfection.”  Shir Hashirim 5:2 “ קול דודי דופק פתחי לי אחתי

 A sound! My beloved knocks! – Open your heart to“ – ”רעיתי יונתי תמתי

Me, My sister, My love, My dove, My perfection.”  These four forms 

are what permit Klal Yisroel Zoche to have a complete connection 

with the Ribbono Shel Olam.  These four forms are K’neged: מחשבה ,

מעשה, דיבור, כוונה   - thought, proper concentration, speech, action.  

When Klal Yisroel made the Eigel, they lost their connection with the 

Ribbono Shel Olam through these forms.  When Klal Yisroel built the 

Mishkan, they were Zoche to receive these forms back, the Shechina 

rested in the Mishkan, and they returned the crown to its place.  

This is Meramez in the word “(651) ”תרומה, which is the same 

Gematria of the Roshei and Sof Taivos of the words, יונתי, יעיתר, יחתא ,

ימתת  (651).  Through the contributions to the Mishkan, Klal Yisroel 

were Zoche to reclaim these four forms.  There was one caveat to 

this – “ תקחו את תרומתי לבו מכל איש אשר ידבנו ” – the contribution needed 

to be given complete with: Machshava, Kavanah, Dibbur, and 

Ma’aseh – for these are the conduit with which to receive the four 

forms.   

 It is known that – ”ויקחו לי תרומה“ 25:2 - אך פרי תבואה 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu has no boundaries.  Therefore, if Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu were to be Mashpia to others, how can they accept what 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu has to offer?  Being that Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

is infinite, He cannot bestow all that He has to give, for man, who 

has boundaries, cannot accept it.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu therefore 

only gives based on what man is prepared to be Mekabel, what man 

can contain.  Megilah 12b – With the Midah that one measures 

himself, that is the Midah that he will be judged with.  “ לי  ויקחו

 With the “Terumah”, the “portion” that one makes himself – ”תרומה

a proper Klei Kibbul to accept the Shefa from Hakodosh Boruch Hu, 

that is the portion of Shefa he will in fact receive from Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu.   

“ 49:1 שמות רבה  י המלאכה את המשכןויעשו כל חכם לב בעש ” – “All 

the wise-hearted among those doing the work made the Mishkan.” 

“ אם יתן איש את כל , מים רבים לא יוכלו לכבות את האהבה ונהרות לא ישטפוה –ד "הה

לו הון ביתו באהבה בוז יבוזו ” – “Thus it is written, many waters cannot 

extinguish the love, and rivers cannot wash it away, if a man would 

give all of the substance of his house in exchange for that love, they 

would scorn him to extreme.”  “מים רבים” – These refer to the nations 

of the world, as it says in Yeshaya 17:12 “כהמות ימים יהמיון” – “Woe to 

the tumult of the many nations, who are as tumultuous as the 

tumult of the seas.”  If all of the nations of the world were to gather 

together in an attempt to annul the love that exists between 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu and Klal Yisroel, they would not succeed.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu says, “My children, Klal Yisroel, made for Me a 

Sanctuary of curtains and I descended and dwelled among them, as 

it says in the Posuk, ‘Hashem filled the Mishkan’.” 

 If“ – ”כי תבנה בית חדש ועשית מעקה לגגך“ Devorim 22:8 – זרע קודש 

you build a new house, you shall make a fence for your roof.”  We 

say in Shemoneh Esrei, “ובנה אותה בקרוב בימינו” – “May You rebuild it 

(the Bais Hamikdash) soon, in our days.”  This means that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu builds the Bais Hamikdash through our days.  Each day 

one serves Hakodosh Boruch Hu, the way he serves Him, is the way 

he builds the Bais Hamikdash.  There are those who build an entire 

row of the Bais Hamikdash in a day, while others build even more.  

 When one builds the Bais Hamikdash, which will – ”כי תבנה בית חדש“

be built “new” in the future, he shall build a fence around it, around 

his Avodas Hashem, so that all of his hard work building the Bais 

Hamikdash through his virtuous actions should be protected and 

remain standing.   

המינים “ – Hakdamah Rosh Hashanah 17a – דברי יואל 
גיהנם כלה והן אינן , והאפיקורסים שכפרו בתורה יורדין לגיהנם ונידונין בה לדורי דורות

 The Minim (Sectarians), the Apikorsim (one who disparages“ – ”כלים

Talmidei Chachomim), who denied the Torah, descend to Gehinom 

and are punished there for all of eternity, Gehinom will end, but 

they will not come to an end.”  Why do they receive such a harsh 

punishment?  “מפני שפשטו ידיהם בזבול” – “Because they laid their 

hands against the abode.”  Rashi explains that they receive such 

harsh punishment for they destroyed the Bais Hamikdash with their 

sins.  What does Rashi mean?  How could they have destroyed the 

Bais Hamikdash when the Bais Hamikdash was not standing?  The 

Gemara is speaking about the Bais Hamikdash from Above that is 

built by the work of Tzadikim.  The wicked, through their actions, 

destroy what the Tzadikim built.   

 The Mitzvah of building a – ”ויקחו לי תרומה“ 25:2 - ברך משה 

Mikdash for Hakodosh Boruch Hu to reside in is applicable in all 

generations, and at all times.  A Yid performing Avodas Hashem 

builds the Bais Hamikdash of Above (see Divrei Yoel above – 

Hakdamah to Rosh Hashanah).  One must be careful not to sin, 

which will Chas V’sholom destroy that Bais Hamikdash.  “ ויקחו לי

מאת כל איש אשר ידבנו לבו, תרומה ” – The Terumah, the donation, that one 

must give to the Bais Hamikdash comes from the heart.  By one 
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learning the Torah Hakdosha, and performing the Mitzvos of the 

Torah, he is building the Bais Hamikdash.  When the Tzaddikim will 

be Zoche to complete the building of the Bais Hamikdash Above, we 

will be Zoche to have Moshiach come, and the rebuilding of the Bais 

Hamikdash down here.  The Medrash connects the Posuk of 

Terumah to the Posuk of Krias Shema.  After the Torah commands us 

to build the Bais Hamikdash Above, the Medrash says that we must 

internalize the Posuk of Shema.  We must grab hold of the complete 

Emunah that Hashem is One, and His Name is One.  We must not 

become like the Minim and the Apikorsim who are Kofer in the 

Oneness of Hakodosh Boruch Hu and the Torah, for they are 

destroying the Bais Hamikdash with their sins.   

“ 25:2 – חכמת התורה  מאת כל איש , ישראל ויקחו לי תרומהדבר אל בני 

 ,Rashi says that there are three Terumos – ”אשר ידבנו לבו תקחו את תרומתי

one of them is where everyone in Klal Yisroel must contribute to.  

This Terumah is not called a תרומת ד' , a Terumah for Hashem, for not 

everyone necessarily wants to give.  It was mandatory, and people 

had to give even if it was against their will.  The Torah specifically 

tells us here, that this Terumah was giving of one’s heart’s desire. It 

is this Terumah, which is called, “תרומתי”, My Terumah.  The 

Terumah, which was mandatory, was collected by treasurers.  The 

Terumah which one gave voluntarily was collected by Moshe 

Rabbeinu himself, for the Shechina rested upon him.   

 ,Why does the Posuk say – ”ויקחו לי תרומה“ 25:2 - תוספות השלם 

“Take for Me Terumah,” as opposed to saying what would seem to 

be more appropriate, “Give to Me Terumah?”  The Torah is telling us 

how we can come close to Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  If one “gives” 

Terumah for the Mishkan with the proper intention, then he is Zoche 

to “take” Hashem with him, to reside in him.   

 A residence below.”  The will of“ – ”דירה בתחתונים“ – עץ חיים 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu is to have a residence in this world.  Through 

having a residence this world, it makes His Name great.  Until the 

completion of the Mishkan, the purpose of the creation of the world 

was not complete because the Ribbono Shel Olam needed a place to 

reside in this world.  The completion of the Mishkan, a place for the 

Shechina to rest, was the completion of the creation of the world.  

 The Rotzon of the Ribbono – ”ויקחו לי תרומה“ 25:2 - באר משה 

Shel Olam was for Him to rest His Shechina in the world.  Megilah 

10b –The day of the completion of the Mishkan was a great day of 

joy for Hakodosh Boruch Hu, like the day He created the Heavens 

and the earth.  The reason for the great joy by the completion of the 

Mishkan was because the Shechina was able to reside in this world, 

which was the purpose of the creation of the world.   

“ 13:1 – תיקוני זהר  כי הגוף עצמו צריך , תקונא דגופא כתקונא דמשכנא

כןלהיות בבחינת מש ” – The Tikun of the body is the same as the Tikun for 

the Mishkan, for the body itself should be a Bechina (aspect) of the 

Mishkan. 

“ – 2:7 – כתר שם טוב  'האדם חייב להיות בעצמו משכן ד ” – “Man 

himself is obligated to be a place for Hashem to reside.”  One’s 

Avodah on this world is to be a conduit for Kedusha Elyonah, the 

Kedusha from above.  When one learns Torah, performs Mitzvos, 

and is Mispalel to Hashem, he makes himself into a chariot of 

Kedusha, thereby connecting the Guf to the Nefesh, the Nefesh to 

the Ruach, the Ruach to the Neshama, and the Neshama to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.    The purpose of the Mishkan was that man 

should realize that he must be a vessel prepared to have Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu rest in him.   

“ Vayikra 26:12 – אור החיים  םונתתי משכני בתוככ ” – “I will place 

my Sanctuary among you.”  The main Sanctuary of Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu is within the Neshomos of His holy nation, Klal Yisroel.   

“ – 57b – מסכת ברכות  אשה , דירה נאה: דברים מרחיבים דעתו של אדם' ג

כלים נאים, נאה ” – “Three things broaden the disposition of a man’s 

mind: a beautiful dwelling, a beautiful wife, and beautiful 

furnishings. 

א"ביאורי הגר   – Brochos 57b – “ דברים מרחיבים דעתו של אדם' ג ” – If 

a man is already composed, these three things will lift his spirits. 

“ – 22:2 – תיקוני זוהר  ואשה , וכלים נאה באברים דיליה, נאה בלביה דירה

 A beautiful dwelling – in the heart; beautiful – ”נאה דאיהי נשמתא

furnishings – in one’s limbs; beautiful wife – one’s Neshama.   

Through beautifying these three things, one is Zoche to complete 

knowledge, and to have Hashra’as Hashchina, the Shechina resting 

within him.   

 From“ – ”מלגאו מיניה קדש הקדשים ודא לבא“ 137:1 – תיקוני זוהר 

within him is the Kodshei Hakodoshim, and that is the heart. ”  

“ ,Rashi says – ”ויקחו לי תרומה“ 25:2 - ישא ברכה  לשמי, לי ” – “to 

Me (Hakodosh Boruch Hu), to My Name.” The name “ישראל” comes 

from “לי ראש”.  Shemos Rabbah 34:3 “ועשו לי מקדש” – Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu said, “You (Klal Yisroel) are My sheep, and I am your 

shepherd ( הערו ); You are My son, and I am your Father (אב); You are 

My field, and I am your watchmen (שומר).”  The Roshei Taivos of 

“ ומרש, בא, ועהר ” spell “ראש.”   Hakodosh Boruch Hu is our ראש.  Yalkut 

Terumah 364 – Every place that it says, “לי”, means a Kiyum forever.  

Vayikra 25:55 “כי לי בני ישראל” - Klal Yisroel is associated with the 

word, “לי”, meaning that they will endure forever.  The name ישראל, 

 connects Klal Yisroel to Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  It is because ,לי ראש

Klal Yisroel are connected to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, that they are 

Zoche to have a connection to having a Kiyum forever.   

א"הרשבת "שו   ”למה לא אמר יולד לפלוני בן ויקרא את שמו פלוני“ 4:30 – 

– “Why doesn’t the Torah say that to Ploni, a son was born, and he 

was called Ploni?” When the Torah tells us of the generations 

between Odom Harishon, and Sheis, the Torah does not use the 

words, “They were called the name.”  The calling of a name 

represents that it is something that has a Kiyum, an endurance 

which will last.  The generations between Odom and Sheis were all 

going to be killed in the Mabul, and therefore the Torah does not 

say, “They were called the name…”   

 Perhaps now we can understand the Medrash making the 

connection between the Posuk of Terumah, and the Posuk of Shema.  

In the Posuk of Shema, we proclaim the oneness of the Ribbono Shel 

Olam.  He is, was, and will always be the King of the world.  The 

Mitzvah of building the Bais Hamikdash is available and obligatory 

upon us at all times.  We must make ourselves a proper place for the 

Shechina to rest within us, and build the Bais Hamikdash Above.   

Terumah was given, and only accepted if given, with the proper 

thoughts in mind.  The creation of the world – the purpose of the 

world is ONE  - to bring the Kedusha from above down to this world.  

We have a Kiyum in this world due to our connection with the 

Ribbono Shel Olam.  We must truly believe in the Oneness of the 

Ribbono Shel Olam.  Rashi says, “ לשמי -לי  ” – the Terumah is to be for 

the sake of the Name of Hashem – for a name has Kiyum, just as the 

name Klal Yisroel has a Kiyum.  May we be Zoche to complete our 

building of the Bais Hamikdash above, and thereby be Zoche to see 

the rebuilding of the Bais Hamikdash in the world, במהרה בימינו אמן! 


