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 נשמת אסתר לאה בת שלום יהודה
 

 The Untouchable Core 
Why is it that of the 5 Tefilos of Yom Kippur, we 

don’t recite the על חטא’s by Neilah?   
 
One of the fundamental principles of Judaism is 

that a Jew remains completely pure and holy no matter 
how he acts. This is because each of us has an 
indestructible part1 (known as the Pintela Yid)2 as we say 

הי נשמה שנתת בי טהורה היא-אלו ; the soul you placed within 
me is pure,3 and as it says לא הביט און ביעקב; He saw no sin 
in us (Yaakov refers to the Jewish people).4  

 
There is a Rebbe in Ohr Somayech who was 

famous in the secular world before becoming a Baal 
Teshuva. He was once at Ben Gurion airport in Israel after 
becoming religious when they were checking his 
passport. Upon seeing his name and his face now, the 
woman couldn’t believe the contrast. Shocked, she asked 
bluntly what happened, to which he replied the Pintela 
Yid, Nitzutz Hayehudi- the spark of a Jew.5 In this light, 
we can translate 6

 as if you look a little עוד מעט ואין רשע
deeper into every Jew there is a pure core.  

 
Sin is referred to as בגדים צואים; dirty clothes.7 This 

is because sin is external just as clothing is external to 
one’s body. It is not part of him. In fact, בגד can also mean 
traitor in addition to clothing since it is only a garment 
and not intrinsic to the person. 

 
 If one spilled coffee on his white shirt, the stain 
can be removed through cleaning it. However, if it is a 
black shirt it can’t be turned white. Similarly, when a Jew 
sins, it is not part of him. With the right detergent, it can 
be removed.8 Many ask ‘why should I put a show on in 

                                                           
1 Nefesh Hachaim, 1:18. See Noam Elimelech, Devarim. This explains why 
the word רשע are the initials רבונו של עולם since even he has a Pintele Yid. 
2 Hitler יש"ו once said if only one country, for whatever reason, tolerates 
a Jewish family in it, that family will become the germ center for fresh 
sedition. If one little Jewish boy survives, without any Jewish education, 
with no synagogue and no Hebrew school, it’s in his soul. 
3 This is also compared to the אור הגנוז and the פך שמן that was untainted 
by Chanuka.  
4 Bamidbar 23:21, See Shir Hashirim 1:6. This explains why a מחשבה טובה is 
considered like it was done- only by Jews (Kiddushin 40a and Tosafos 
39b, s.v. מחשבה). 
5 R’ Moshe Kobriner (brought in Nesivos Shalom, 1, p 33. 2, pg 156) said 
that if one who after transgressing the worst sin feels that he can’t 
Daven and pour his heart out before Hashem, then he hasn’t touched 
the threshold of Judaism. We need to realize that even if one did the 
worst sin, Hashem is ready and willing to accept him back 
6 Tehillim 37:10. This gives us a deeper meaning in (Chullin 43a) צון אדום יח

 the external is red and the internal is white. Only the external ;ופנימי לבן
part can be tainted, but the inner core always remains pure (symbolized 
by white). 
7 Zecharya 3:3,4 
8 In a similar vein, we say in Shemone Esrei  כרגע תאבד הרשעהוכל ; all the 
wickedness should perish in an instant (and in the Shemona Esrei of 
Yomim Noraim we say  כלה כעשן תכלההרשעה וכל )- the wicked actions, not 
the wicked people (In a similar vein, educators say if a child is caught 
cheating, don’t call him a cheater rather say you cheated. When one is 
called a cheater that means that is who he is whereas saying you 

Elul and עשרת ימי תשובה with Teshuva when the rest of 
year I don’t behave in such a manner.’ The correct 
response to this is that the rest of the year is a show as 
this is the real you.9 
 

The Rambam tells us if one doesn’t want to give 
a גט, he is beaten until he says 10.רוצה אני Yom Kippur is the 
day of  אנירוצה  as there is no Yetzer Hara- just the Pintela 
Yid. In fact, יום כפור shares the same Gematria as רוצה אני- 
362. It therefore comes as no surprise that even secular 
Jews observe Yom Kippur. In a similar vein, through the 
 we get atonement.11 This is because we sin שעיר לעזאזל
since we are among the nations of the world as we are 
affected by our surroundings.12 The שעיר is a reference to 
the איש שעיר- Esav. By pushing the שעיר off the cliff it 
represents pushing Esav away, the reason why we sin. It 
therefore atones.  
 

Yom Kippur is like a Mikva as it says in context to 
Yom Kippur- מה מקוה מטהר...ישראל; just as a Mikva purifies 
those who are impure, so too Hashem purifies us.13 
Likewise it says, לפני ה' תטהרו... and 'מקוה ישראל ה. A Mikva 
requires 40 סאה corresponding to the 40 days from Rosh 
Chodesh Elul until Yom Kippur. It is Yom Kippur that 
completes the Mikva. These 40 days are the 40 days of 
the formation of a ולד

14  since that is when we are 
formed.15 
 

At the 40th level, one can’t sin. This is shown to 
us by the sin of Adam where 39 קללות; curses came as a 
result.16 39 is the Gematria of לט, a curse (as in17  לייט עלה

 .At the 40th level Adam didn’t sin- the Pintela Yid .(אביי
This same idea is expressed in other areas as well:  

 

                                                                                                  
cheated means it is just something he did). Similarly, in Shemona Esrei 
of Neila we say ... ורוצה אתה בתשובת רשעים and as it says  אם אחפוץ

 Hashem doesn’t desire the death of the wicked ;במות...בשוב הרשע מדרכו
rather that he return from his way (Yechezkal 33:11). This is what 
Bruriah- the wife of Rav Meir- wanted- as she didn’t desire the wicked 
people to be destroyed, rather that the wickedness be removed from 
them (Brachos 10a). 
9 The words לא and לו together compose the word אלול. This can be 
understood as אנחנו לא - our sins are not us because אנחנו לו - we belong to 
you, Hashem (see Tehillim 100). 
10 Hilchos Geirushin 2:20. See Vayikra 1:3, Rashi s.v. יקריב. We want to do 
the will of Hashem but the שאור שבעיסה holds us back (Yetzer Hara)- 
Brachos 17a. 
11 See Rambam, Hilchos Teshuva 1:2 
12 See Rambam, Hilchos Daos 6:1, Avos 6:9, Mishlei 3:34, Rashi, 13:20. See 
also Ohr Hachaim (Bamidbar 25:1) that the Jewish people sinned with 
the daughters of Moav since they left the מחנה ישראל; Jewish camp, as 
we are affected by our surroundings. 
13 Yuma 85b. Vayikra 16:30, Yirmiya 17:13 
14 The Zera Kodesh (Pesach) writes the idea of purifying oneself in a 
Mikva of water is that he is like a baby in the mother’s womb. Just like it 
becomes a new creation where its head emerges first, so too when one 
emerges from the Mikva with his head from the water- he is a new 
creation. Therefore, the initials of ראבהור טב ל  (Tehillim 51:12) are טבל. The 
Pasuk continues ורוח נכון חדש בקרבי; new spirit within me, as he is a new 
creation.  
15 Just as in the first 40 days of pregnancy one can daven for the gender 
and after that it is a תפלת שוא; vain Tefila, likewise with Tefila after Yom 
Kippur (on a certain level).  
16 Shomer Emunim, Drush Habitachon, 2. This includes that which 
happened to the ground, Adam, Chava and the Nachash as in the pain of 
pregnancy, childbirth, snake without legs, thorns and so on. 
17 Pesachim 104a 
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1) Although In regard to Malkus; lashes, it says 
 he shall hit him 40 times, we give 39 since at ;ארבעים יכנו
the 40th level there is no sin.18 

2) This principle is followed in regard to Shabbos 
where there are 39 Melachos.  

3) Following the return of the Meraglim from 
Eretz Yisrael, each year those from age 20 to 60 dug a 
grave on the eve of Tisha Bav and laid down to sleep in it. 
The following morning an announcement was made: “let 
the living separate themselves from the dead.” All those 
who survived the night would arise and leave their 
graves. This occurred each year. However, in the 40th year 
no one died.19 This is because at the 40th level, the 
Meraglim didn’t sin. 

4) Yom Kippur is the 40th day from Rosh Chodesh 
Elul, it is the Pintela Yid- the part that doesn’t sin. As a 
result, the day of Yom Kippur itself atones just from living 
through the day.20 In a similar vein, the Sefas Emes 
explains21 כי לכל העם בשגגה...; we should be forgiven 
because we sinned unintentionally- even though we may 
have transgressed במזיד-, since the root of every Jew is 
pure and wants to do the will of Hashem.22 R’ Leibela 
Eiger23 explains that Hashem placed the destruction on 
 although we really deserved it because He עצים ואבנים
knows that by us there is no מזיד; willful sins. This explains 
why the initials of24 אנה לידו ושמתי לך- which is written in 
regard to an עיר מקלט; city of refuge- are אלול since we only 
sin בשוגג (as that is when the law of עיר מקלט applies). 

 
The Shem Mishmuel25 tells us that in truth, every 

Shabbos we can awaken this inner core. This is because 
just as there are 6 corners to a cube and the 7th point is 
what holds it together so too Shabbos is the source of 
Bracha and gives abundance to the week. Shabbos is the 
7th point, the inner untouchable core. Similarly, the Shofar 
arouses our inner core.26 Accordingly, the Shofar is not 
blown on Shabbos since Shabbos takes its place. 

                                                           
18 The Gur Aryeh explains that (Devarim 25:3) we give him 39 Malkus 
since the Neshama is given to the person on the 40th day when he is 
being formed. Through the 39 Malkus, the sin is removed from the גוף; 
body, and as it states (Makkos 23a) נפטרו וגו' ..שלקו.כל ; all those liable to 
Kares who are lashed become exempt from their Kares. The Ramban 
(Devarim 25:1) says that the 40 Malkus is because he transgressed the 
Torah that was given in 40 days and caused death to himself which was 
formed in 40 days. The Shulchan Aruch states that after Mincha on Erev 
Yom Kippur they were accustomed to give Malkus (Orach Chaim, 607:6, 
Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 131:11). However, the Steipler and Chazon Ish 
were not accustomed to do this (Orchos Rabeinu, 2, pg 200. Also see 
Kaf Hachaim 3, 607, 4). 
19 Taanis 30b, Rashi s.v. שכלו, Tosafos s.v. יום quoting Midrash Eicha. 
20 Toras Kohanim on Vayikra 16:30. Michtav Meliyahu, Yom Kippur 
21 Bamidbar 15:26. Additionally, this phrase contains the end letters of 
 as it includes even such sins as severe as in the area of Shemiras מילה
Habris. 
22 See Bamidbar Rabba 2:16, Eitz Yosef. The Pasuk states  יכפר עליכם לטהר

חטותאכם וגו' כלאתכם מ ; on this day He shall provide atonement for you to 
cleanse you from all your sins… (Vayikra 16:30). The Meor Einayim 
comments even those that seem that we can’t get atonement for. With 
this we can grasp a deeper explanation in (Yoma 85b) אין מספיקין...תשובה- 
as מספיקין is related to ספק meaning one can certainly do Teshuva even 
though he said אחטא ואשוב; I will sin and then repent. 
23 Toras Emes 
24 Shemos 21:13.  
25 Nitzavim, תרע. See Breishis Rabba 70, 65:15 
26 This is because מאן דנפח מדיליה נפח; one who blows, blows from that 
which is within himself. Likewise, we blow the Shofar from our insides- 
referring to the Pintele Yid. 

Consequently, the first letters of27 תקעו בחדש שופר; blow 
the Shofar, spell שבת. Now we understand why we say on 
Shabbos28 צאי מתוך ההפכה קומי ; arise and depart from amid 
the upheavel. With this we can comprehend why Rosh 
Hashana and Yom Kippur is in the 7th month- the inner 
core.  
 
 The climax of Yom Kippur is נעילה. It is rooted in 
the term נעל; a lock, since it is just us and Hashem as it is 
the most intense time of Yom Kippur. The 5 parts of our 
Neshamah- נפש, רוח, נשמה, חיה, יחידה correspond to the 5 
Tefillos of Yom Kippur. Consequently, נעילה lines up with 
 that which can never be tainted. For this reason, we -יחידה
don’t say the על חטא’s at נעילה since it is the point that can 
never be tainted.  
************************************************  

     Penetrating Tears 
 Hashem is appeased through our tears as we say 
in Slichos מלך מתרצה בדמעות; a King who is appeased with 
tears.29 In fact, R’ Yehonasan Eibshitz points out that if 
we rearrange the letters of the word עמדה- which refers to 
the Shemon Esrei- we get דמעה; tears, as this is ideally 
how one should daven.30  
 
 Chazal tells us that although the heavenly gates 
of Tefila are locked, the heavenly gates of tears are not 
locked- 31.שערי דמעות לא ננעלו R’ Dessler explains that 
Hashem never locks the gates of heaven. The Gemara 
refers to the gates and locks that are on one's heart 
which prevents us from pouring our heart out to Hashem. 
With tears one can always pray properly. In this light, we 
can comprehend why the first letters of  בשמך יגילון כל
32

 since ,בכיה in your name they rejoice all day, spell ;היום
through tears one gets close to Hashem, bringing him joy. 
 

With this we can grasp why כפריזה היום בי כ
33 ; on 

this day he shall provide atonement, which is written in 
regard to Yom Kippur, contain the initials בכיה, since וידוי 
should be recited with tears. This extinguishes the fire of 
the sins committed.34  
 
 
 
 
   
 

                                                           
27 Tehillim 81:4 
28 In Lecha Dodi 
29 In מכניסי רחמים. See Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 131:16. The Kedushas Naftali 
points out that דבש; honey, are the initials of נאדך הלא בספרתךבמעתי דימה ש ; 
place my tears in your flask, are they not on your record (Tehillim 56:9). 
Hashem wants to ascribe and seal us for life and goodness. But what if 
the ink well runs dry? We request that Hashem take our tears and add 
them to the ink. Then we will be inscribed in Hashem's book of life.  
30 If it is difficult for one to cry, he should at least pray with emotion. 
31 Baba Metzia 59a 
32 Tehillim 89:17 
33 Vayikra 16:30 
34 The Be’er Hataiv relates (584:3) that the Arizal was נוהג to cry on Rosh 
Hashana and Yom Kippur and he said one who doesn’t, his Neshama is 
not good and complete.  


