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Did You Know? 
Before Bilaam would set out to curse 
the Jewish People, he “asked 

permission” from HaShem.  HaShem 
told him that he was not to curse the 
Jewish People. 

When Bilaam persisted, HaShem told 

him he could go, but under no 
circumstance would he be able to say 
anything other than what HaShem 

would tell him to say. 

Bilaam went in the morning to saddle 
his donkey and the Torah says 
HaShem “flared His nostrils.”  

G-d doesn’t get angry; He just 
exhibits anger so we know we did 
wrong. In this case, he sent an angel 
to disrupt Bilaam’s trip in the hopes 

of making him realize his error. 

What really “upset” HaShem was 
Bilaam’s thought that he would 

convince HaShem to change His mind. 

When HaShem makes a decision, it is 
better than done. It doesn’t get 
changed because it is the right way 

for things to happen. 

Despite free will, HaShem will NOT let 
things happen that are against His 

decrees. Rather, we get to choose but 
if we choose wrong, as in the case of 
Bilaam, He will send messengers to 
interfere.  

If something happens or doesn’t, we 
know that it was HaShem’s will, and 
nothing we did could have changed it. 

Thought of the week: 
Men give advice but G-d 
gives guidance. 

 ( W-H:BK RBDMB)‰...HZH OEH TA YL HRA AN VL ...REB IB OELB LA OYKALM XLwYW   
“And he sent messengers to Bilaam [saying]… Please go curse this nation for 
me… ” (Num. 22:5-6)         

Thinking Moshe to be simply another stargazer, Balak, the hired gun that the nation of 
Moav appointed as king to defend them from the Jews, made a fateful decision. He 
inquired about Moshe’s history and consulted with the elders of Midian, where Moshe grew 
up. Hearing that Moshe’s power lay in his mouth, perhaps by his persuasive speech or his 
powerful prayers, Balak decided to fight fire with fire. He hired Bilaam to curse the Jews. 

Despite the fact that Balak was known for his fighting prowess, he opted not to make open 
war against the approaching people. He thought it would be easier to hire Bilaam to utilize 
his tremendous powers to cause the destruction of the Jewish People. Normally this would 
have worked, as Bilaam was able to discern the one moment in the day when HaShem got 
angry. He would then capitalize on it by cursing in that instant. His plan failed when 
HaShem refused to get angry that day. On top of that, Bilaam was moved to bless the Jews 
instead of curse them and Balak’s plan backfired. 

So how did such a well-thought out plan boomerang so badly? The answer is that Balak 
made a severe tactical error. Years earlier, when Yaakov masqueraded as Esav to secure 
the blessings at his mother’s command, Yitzchak was faced with a conundrum. The voice 
was that of Yaakov while the hands were those of Esav (since Yaakov had goatskins with 
hair on his arms to simulate Esav’s arms.) 

The Midrash (Beraishis Rabba 65:20) says “Yaakov can only rule [Esav] with his voice and 
Esav can only conquer [Yaakov] with his hands.” When the nations of the world want to 
hurt us, they use their hands. Violence, laws, and other physical means of attack cause us 
to be judged in Heaven. If we are not studying Torah properly, our voices are silent and we 
can be harmed, G-d forbid. 

Balak tried to use a voice to harm us, but that is not the weapon his people were given, so 
it blew up in his face. In a similar vein, Moshe’s punishment at Meriva came when instead 
of speaking to the rock, using his voice, he used his hand and struck it. That’s Esav’s tool, 
not ours, so it was destined to fail spectacularly. 

This parsha reminds us to stay true to our roots. As Jews, we don’t believe in the power of 
our hands. Rather, we cry out to HaShem, and He saves us. Whenever we are faced with 
challenges and threats, our first response must be the one in which we use our mouths, the 
gift WE were given, and then HaShem will send salvation into our hands. 

A homeless beggar used to sit on the sidewalk asking for handouts.  One day, a well-
dressed benefactor handed him a small bowl with oriental designs on it and walked 
wordlessly away. 

Shrugging, the poor man began using the bowl to ask for alms and people would drop 
coins into it.  Years later, a passerby recognized the bowl as a priceless artifact and the 
bowl sold at auction for a huge sum. 

When he heard the news, the beggar began to cry.  “Why aren’t you ecstatic?” asked the 
auctioneer, “You can now live comfortably for the rest of your days!” 

“I am happy about that,” replied the no-longer homeless man, “but I am crying for all the 
years I lost begging for the pennies of others when I already held a treasure in my own 
hands.” 
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This week’s issue is sponsored as a 

merit for a Refua Shleima for  

Izzy Zundell   

Yisroel Alter ben Chava Chana 

Please learn and share the Torah 

in this page as a merit for this 

young boy fighting for his life. 

Work with what you’re 
given! 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   
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