
         

A Tool to Change the World
Weekly Torah Portion

It is forbidden to allow the 
attribute of judgement 
to solely control the 
world. We are here in 
order to constantly bring 
Hashem’s bountiful 
mercy into our lives.

The story that the Torah tells us about the Forefathers is by all means 
an amazing one -- it’s the story of the origin of the Jewish people. If 
we think about it a little bit, however, we can think of a different story 
that could have just as easily unfolded, a more likely story. It would 
have been more natural for the earth-shattering changes that occurred 
to not have happened. In reality, the ones who did this Earth shattering 
were our holy Forefathers, and they had a special tool that they used 
to accomplish this.

***

According to the natural order, we all shouldn’t be here today: the 
Foremothers were infertile, Yitzchak was born without a shidduch 
and was meant to be slaughtered at the age of thirty-seven, and the 
berachot would be given to Esav and not to 
our zeide Ya’akov; nevertheless, time and time 
again, the natural order was reversed and a new 
story with its own timeline took its place: miracle 
after miracle.

This approach is different from what we’re 
used to. A person thinks that events are linear, 
following a natural flow, and if something out 
of the ordinary happens he throws his hands 
up in defeat and knows that whatever happens, 
happens. Change the natural order?! “I’m not 
up for such a thing…!” We need to realize, 
however, that the whole point of a Jew to be in 
this world is to make earth-shattering changes; 
that’s it! Tzaddikim don’t hesitate to reverse 
harsh judgement into sweet heavenly mercy. 
Even though we’re in this long exile we can still have glimpses of the 
redemption.

Justness and Justice

As we have seen, nothing by the Forefathers could be considered 
“natural.” The whole origin of the Jewish people is above nature, from 

one earth-shattering circumstance to the next. Even throughout the 
journey in life that each one of us takes in the service of Hashem, 

we need to have judgement constantly reversed to mercy. In 
order to really be a Jew and to be a force for good, you 

have to be constantly changing the world, even a little 
bit. This is done through prayer, and this a part 

of the process of divine judgement.

The root of this necessity to change the world originates in the two 
forces that Hashem used to create the world - judgement and mercy, din 
and rachamim. The world was created with the aspect of judgement, 
but since it was not able to be sustained in such a state, mercy was 
later added. Practically, the world is constantly balancing between these 
two attributes, which are also called tzedakah and mishpat, justness and 
justice. Hashem works to bring justness within justice; however, this 
requires a third party to make it a reality.

Every Jew has two areas of his life that correspond to the attributes just 
mentioned, and these are Torah and prayer. By means of the Torah, a 
Jew can grab hold of judgement and by means of prayer he can arouse 
mercy. Having both of these powers together makes a combination that 

can change the world. At the beginning of this 
week’s Parsha, Yitzchak and Rivkah prayed for 
children from two separate sides of the same house 
and were able to completely change the natural 
course of the world, yet the Torah emphasizes 
that it was specifically Yitzchak whose prayer was 
received “opposite his wife.”

Rabbi Natan explains that Yitzchak Avinu, who 
corresponded to mishpat, judgement, corresponded 
to Torah and that Rivkah corresponded to prayer, 
tefillah. Therefore, the Torah put the emphasis 
on Yitzchak’s prayer, because with his prayer 
Yitzchak was going against and reversing his own 
nature, from judgement to mercy, where “opposite 
his wife” means that he reversed his nature to be 
more like his wife’s, i.e. one of prayer and mercy.

The Torah is a legal system, and sometimes the law can prescribe a 
punishment that you would not be able to handle; therefore, in order to 
fulfill the Torah one must appeal against the letter of the law, and to turn 
the judgement into mercy. What does that mean?

On Appeal

Everyone throughout their lives reaches certain milestones and begins to 
hear a voice telling them “don’t start going overboard with big changes, 
stay the way you are.” Things seem impossible, the complete opposite 
of nature, with the most convincing argument being “I’m not cut out for 
it.” You know, our history is filled with people who weren’t “cut out for 
it.” Avraham and Sarah had no children until they were just about one 
hundred years old, Yitzchak had no shidduch, David HaMelech wasn’t 
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A person says to himself “I don’t need to change the world,” yet the Torah tells that we are here on this Earth to do exactly that.



Real Change (toldos)
Question:

It’s hard for me to believe that I can bring about 
any real change through prayer.

Answer:

Before we can bring about any real change through 
prayer, i.e. in a way where we can really see the 
power that the words of our mouth have, we need 
to do some warm-up exercises. How do we do that? 
Once we have prayed for something that we never 
thought could come to fruition, and it indeed comes 
true, then we can begin to feel a real connection 
with Hashem, and we can then enter into stronger 
hitbodedut and conversation with the Creator.

So, let’s start with a simple exercise: think about 
something that is really bothering you in life, 
something that seems very difficult to surmount, 
something that you’ve just about given up hope 
about, where there’s something you want to change 
about it.

Take note of this thing and tell yourself, “I am now 
going to start praying about this thing for a certain 
amount of time.” Take a stand that from this point 
on you are entering into a war against this thing: a 
war of prayer. At the onset, you will have to shed 
the feeling of hopelessness you have about this 
thing and that it cannot be changed. Prepare for 
war, and remember that through prayer Hashem 
can change absolutely anything.

You can take any problem that is bothering you in 
your life, whether it be spiritual, such as feeling 
like you can’t learn, like you don’t understand 
what you’re learning, like you’re not able to sit for 
hours on end learning Torah, like you get angry 

too easily… conflict, jealousy, guarding your 
eyes, et cetera, et cetera.  It can be a physical 

problem too, whatever it is that’s bothering you. 
Take this on as a project, and accustom yourself to 
set aside a few minutes every day to pray for this 
one thing.

Once your start to see a change, and you see how 
your prayers have actually made a difference, then 
you’ll feel vindicated and you’ll be able to speak to 
Hashem just like a good friend. In the beginning, 
though, until the difference can be ascertained, it 
will be very hard to believe in yourself and the 
ability that you have to make a change with your 
mouth alone. That’s why it’s important that in the 
beginning you stick with one thing that has made 
you feel a sense of hopelessness, in order to see 
the change that your prayers can have, instead of 
trying to take on too many things at once; just pick 
one thing and make up your mind to conquer it.

If you’re not sure how to pray and talk at length 
with Hashem, just say your actual request about 
the thing in question a few times. For example, you 
could say to Hashem, “Ribbono shel Olam, help 
me not to get angry about anything, help me not to 
get angry about anything…” Say it just like that a 
few times, as you have now taken it upon yourself 
to fight this thing, because you do have the strength 
to bring about real change.

Then, as you’re repeating the words over and over 
again, start to think about how you can add even 
one sentence about the problem, and then say that 
new sentence a few times, for example: “Ribbono 
shel Olam, you don’t allow people to be angry, you 
don’t allow people to be angry…” then say that a 
few times, until you’re able to think of something 
else to say to Hashem about anger, but don’t get 
too carried away; just try to think of one new thing 
to say, and don’t try to have an entire conversation 
with Hashem just yet, because this is just going to 
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cause you to lose momentum. Just think of a new 
sentence, and say it a few times, “Ribbono shel 
Olam, you would be so happy if I wouldn’t get 
angry…”

After a few minutes, you will already have a 
few sentences lined up, and you can say them to 
Hashem many times. Do this every day for the time 
that you set aside for yourself in order to wage war 
against this issue. If you set aside for yourself five 
minutes, then spend five minutes on it every day, 
even if it seems like nothing is happening.

The main thing is to remember that every time you 
let out even half a word, it is having an amazing 
effect in Heaven. These are not just 
any words that you’re putting out 
into the air.

Be consistent with this. Be strong 
and believe in yourself knowing 
that you are going to see a real 
difference. It might not be today, 
but it will come. As time passes, 
you will have a stronger sense 
of security in your own spiritual 
abilities, as you’ll see how you 
yourself have the power to change heavenly 
decrees, just like big Tzaddikim, even when you 
yourself feel like you’re not a Tzaddik.

***

Here is an important point: since we’re trying to 
bring about real change and to strengthen our faith 
in ourselves and our ability, it’s important to pray 
for smaller things, that way we will be able to see 
the change that we’re making faster.

There’s a story of a Jew that would pray a lot that 
he should guard his eyes, yet he didn’t see that 
his prayers were helping. What did this Jew do? 

Instead of praying that he should guard his eyes in 
a general sense, he started to pray that he should 
guard his eyes just for today. For example, if he 
had to travel to a certain place, he would pray 
about this trip like this, “Ribbono shel Olam, help 
me today on my way to this wedding to guard my 
eyes,” and then he would see how in the merit of 
this prayer, he received the strength to be able to 
guard his eyes on that trip.

This is how he started to pray about learning more 
Torah as well. Not in a general sense that he should 
learn a lot; instead, he prayed that he should learn 
in depth for thirty minutes that day, or that he 

should pay attention in one of his 
shiurim. In this way, he was able to 
see how his prayers were actually 
helping, and this invigorated him to 
pray more and more.

Obviously, even when a person 
does pray for big things, Hashem 
is listening and taking note of his 
prayers, but Hashem can’t change a 
person in one night. Things usually 
change more gradually, and when a 
person prays for something big, he’s 

not able to recognize how the prayers are having 
an effect, and how in the merit of his prayers he is 
actually starting to learn a little more or guard his 
eyes a little more, or is getting angry less often, 
and how he is more happy. When a person prays 
for smaller things, however, then he’s able to 
recognize how his prayers are helping and is able 
to start seeing himself changing too, albeit slowly. 
Nevertheless, he is still changing, and this gives 
a person tremendous strength, a strength that 
is worth a lot in Heaven, which helps bring 
about great miracles with his prayers, and 
in turn helps to connect to Hashem.
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Be consistent with this. 
Be strong and believe in 
yourself knowing that 
you are going to see a real 
difference. It might not 
be today, but it will come.



continued from page 1 A Tool to Change the World
meant to live, and many more things were done for our nation that were not 
meant to ever occur, and upon first glance there was no way they could have 
ever even happened. What brought about all of these things? Prayer. Prayer in 
the way of appeal.

Being over insistent isn’t always the right way, but every Jew needs to have 
the spiritual tool of appeal in his arsenal. An essential aspect of our continued 
success is dependent on our being ready to turn over the earth and reveal 

what is hidden. Many important stages in our lives will only come after 
we have turned the hopeless into the hopeful: the judgment into mercy.

This is a unique aspect of prayer. Every legal system has an appeal 
process, which comes into play after the forces of judgement have 

closed their case and have seemingly left no further room for 
mercy. It is then, when all hope seems lost, that the appeal 

process comes in. The appellant intends to use all 
powers that be to reverse his judgement 

into mercy.

In this world of judgement, Hashem has given us a powerful tool, which 
is prayer that is able to change the world. This tool shows that nothing is 
unchangeable. All the stories of our holy ancestors were meant to be different 
stories entirely, if it were not for fate being changed over and over again. So 
too will your story be told, about how all of the bad was reversed on your 
appeal, as a result of your obstinate faith that divine mercy would transform 
the scorched earth into a fruitful field.

This week’s Parsha with all of its changes for the good teaches that it is 
forbidden for even a moment to give up in the face of harsh judgement. 
Hashem expects us to appeal continuously any harsh decrees and to supplicate 
for His mercy, in order that He should make a change and make any not good 
story into a great and blessed one.

(Based on Likkutei Halachot, Gift 5)

far from here, and they would be more than happy to raise the children in their 
home and to take care of them to the fullest extent of their ability.”

“Do you intend to raise the children as practicing Jews?” The director snapped, 
who himself was a sworn communist. “My only wish,” answered Rabbi Levi 
Yitzchak, “is to return the children to their loving family, in order that their 
relatives may raise them as their own children.”

Here is where the unthinkable happened. Instead of calling for the N.K.V.D. 
to lock up this Jew as a “counter-revolutionary,” the director said, “if you are 
so interested in the children, come back tomorrow and take them!” Rabbi Levi 
Yitzchak was astonished by the sudden win, but he thought to himself, “Maybe 
he is trying to trick me? Could this be a trap?”

He set out for the Breslov shul in the city, where he could pray and wait until 
the next day. The fellow Breslover chassidim received him with joy, but when 
they heard of his intentions, the joy turned to dread, “Oy! You need to leave 
this city at once!” they warned, “They could come here at any moment and 
have you arrested, and us too as co-conspirators! Only bad can come from 
this!”

Regardless, Rabbi Levi Yitzchak, who cared only for the fate of the children, 
was set in his way. He did not allow fear to impede his mission to rescue the 
children. In the morning, he returned to the orphanage at a huge risk to himself, 
knowing that they could arrest him and even send him to Siberia. When he 
entered the office, however, a miracle happened that was simply above nature. 
He was presented with papers to sign, indicating that the boy would be released, 
and even papers that called for the release of the sister from the offices of the 
second institution!

The children were saved from the clutches of the communist state in the merit 
of Rabbi Levi Yitzchak’s great self-sacrifice. They grew up in his house in 
Uman, and whenever the N.K.V.D. would come by to check on the children 
to see whether they were attending school, the children were miraculously 
never home. Rabbi Levi Yitzchak later was able to send the children to Israel, 
where they went on to have their own Jewish homes faithful to Hashem and 
His Torah.

If You Take the Precious from among the Vile
The news that Rabbi Nachman Shwartz, one of the Breslover chassidim from 
the city of Bershad, Ukraine, and son of the lustrous chassid Rabbi Aharon of 
Kiblitsch, had passed away came as a sudden shock. Not long after, the city 
learned of his wife’s passing, as well. This was in the time of Stalin’s famine in 
Ukraine, a period when many millions perished of starvation.

They left behind a son of eight and a daughter of three. In the Soviet Union, The 
communist regime would hound all orphans throughout Russia like wolves to 
the hunt. According to Soviet law, any orphaned child would be brought to a 
state orphanage, where they would be educated according to the doctrines of 
communism in order to become “honorable citizens,” hashem yirachem!

To inflict further suffering, the commissariat decided to split the two children 
up, sending the son to the central offices of Bershad, and his sister to offices 
in another city, but which was still under the same jurisdiction. Anyone who 
heard about the fate of these orphans was saddened immensely, but in those 
times, when fear and dread pervaded the air and people were hard-pressed to 
even take care of themselves or their families, the orphans were left to fend for 
themselves.

Rabbi Levi Yitzchak Bender, the uncle of these children, who lived in Uman at 
this time, was not aware of the twin tragedies that had befallen his brother-in-
law’s family. It was only a few months later that he had heard anything about 
it. When he did, he trembled immensely -- the thought that the grandchildren 
of his father-in-law and the children of his late brother-in-law would grow up, 
G-d forbid, as goyim… his soul shook! Against the pleas of his household not 
to put himself in danger, he arose and travelled to Bershad.

The Jews of the city, who knew the location of the two orphans, warned 
him, “You are playing with fire, you need to give up this dangerous plan!” 
nevertheless, he wouldn’t hear of allowing these children to be lost. He 
girded himself with an obstinance for good and a mind-set of self-sacrifice, 
and entered the orphanage. With a prayer on his lips, he approached the office 
of the orphanage director in charge of the boy, and with a determined heart 
introduced himself as the uncle of the children. “I request to take the children 
out of this institution. They have next of kin in the city of Teplyk, which is not 

         

מזלא טבא וגדלא יאה נשגר בזה קדם האי גברא רבא ויקירא ראש וראשון לכל  דבר שבקדושה, ה"ה
הרה"ח ר' אשר זעליג מרגליות שליט"א

ואתו עמו בנו יקירו
הר"ר שמעון מרגליות הי"ו

לרגל שמחת לידת בנו / נכדו בכורו כמר נחמן שלום ני"ו למזל טוב
זכות הפצת אור רביה"ק יעמוד להם ולזרעם להתברך ברוב נחת דקדושה עד עולם


