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A Torah Mantra – Rabbi Michael Skobac 

“You shall be holy for I, G-d, am Holy.” (Leviticus 

19:2) 

There is a fascinating Midrash on this verse in 
which G-d says, “Yachol kamoni – Do you think 
you can be like Me?! Talmud Lomar – so we are 
taught in the verse, “ki Kadosh Ani – for I am 
Holy” (to a level of exaltedness that you can’t 
reach.)” 

The Rizhiner Rebbe, however, has an amazing 
spin on this Midrash. 

He says: Don’t read the words ‘yachol Kamoni’ as 
a rhetorical question. 

Rather, see them as a positive statement where HaShem is telling us: “Yes! You can be 
like Me! You can achieve exalted levels of holiness.” 

How can one achieve this? “Talmud lomar” – train yourself to constantly say, “ki kadosh 
ani, I am holy! I am a reflection of the image of G-d with which I was created. 

Therefore, I can attain great levels of holiness.” 
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What is the connection of these two commandments to be placed in one posuk together?  

The simplest answer is the one Rashi and others quote which is that if your parents tell you to 
transgress the Shabbos, you do not listen. This is because both they and you are responsible to 
follow the laws of HaShem. Of course, it applies to all laws, not just Shabbos, so why choose that? 

An observant Jew will notice that these two were neighbors before, in the Ten Commandments. 
In that case, though, the Torah first said to “Remember the Shabbos and keep it holy,” and then 
to “honor your father and mother.” (The order of father and mother are also reversed here.) 

So what is the connection between these two? 

The Sages teach that the blue thread of techeiles woven into the tzitzis of a four-cornered 
garment reminds us of the sea, which reminds us of the sky, which reminds us of G-d’s Heavenly 
throne. Why not just say “It’s blue like the Heavenly Throne?” 
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One answer is that we are supposed to be able to find G-d 
everywhere. He’s not just in a synagogue, study hall, or at the Kotel. 
He is everywhere, but He is camouflaged. We are supposed to use 
our imaginations to find hints and symbols of Him throughout our 
day. 

When we honor and respect our parents, we think about why they 
deserve this honor. After all, it was they who gave birth to us and 
who raised us. This, in turn, should get us thinking about where our 
parents came from, and how ultimately it was HaShem Who created 
us all. 

Not only that, He created the entire world and did it in six days! 
That means that respect for our parents leads us back to the concept of Shabbos!  

Following the reverse order of the Ten Commandments, thinking about Shabbos will make us 
come to think about HaShem. We don’t want to desecrate Shabbos, and something else we don’t 
want to desecrate is HaShem’s name, like taking it in vain a la the Third Commandment. Why 
don’t we want to do this? Because HaShem is our G-d and we have no others. 

In this way, honoring and respecting our parents truly makes us aware of HaShem, and once we 
are, how could we possibly go against His wishes even when His creations, our parents, instruct 
us to do so? 

Wherever you go, HaShem is with you. Look for the signs – they’re there. 

Independence Day Every Week 

This week, Jews across the world celebrated Yom Ha’Atzma’ut, Israel’s Independence Day. Like Yom HaShoa, it is not an 
actual calendared holiday in Judaism, but it is nevertheless important to reflect on G-d’s kindness in giving us a (relatively) 
safe place to live in the land He promised to our forefathers. Every day is good for this, but most people do it on Yom 
Ha’Atzma’ut. 

The truth is, it should have been celebrated next week, but to avoid Sabbath desecration, the festivities were moved up. 
Think about what I just said. An annual national day of commemoration is changed because of a day that comes EVERY 
WEEK?  

YES. Shabbos is that special. It’s our bond to HaShem and testifies that He created the world 
in 6 days and fights our battles for us while constantly providing all our needs. Israel’s 
independence is based on our dependence on our loving Father. And that’s 
why it trumps a party. 

Shabbos is a chance for us to reflect on the battles G-d fights for us every day, and to remove 
our dependence on the phones, computers, and outside distractions that rule over us all 
week. 

The symbol of the Jews, the Star of David or Magen David which is prominently featured on the Israeli flag, has six points. 
They represent the four directions, up to Heaven and down to Earth. This is where G-d is, and where we find our true 
source of strength.  And THAT’S something worth celebrating. ☺ 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-
mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

 


