
LITTLE GIFTS OF LOVE
By Rabbi David Ashear, Author of Living Emunah (Artscroll)
 
In this world, Hashem gives us much more than 
we need to survive. Anything extra we have is a gift 
from Him, just because He loves us. We must train 
ourselves to view life with this perspective. Anytime 
we receive monetary benefit, good news or any 
enjoyment, we have to thank Hashem because He is 
the one who gave it to us.
I know someone who trains his children to recognize 
Hashem’s hand in everything. He told me that his 
eleven-year-old son went out of town last week, 
representing his family at a relative’s bar mitzvah. 
He and his family are Sephardic, and the bar mitzvah 
boy’s family is Ashkenazi, so the boy was nervous 
about the food and about feeling comfortable in shul. 
He made sure to bring his tallis bag, but when he got 
there, he discovered that his siddur was not inside. 
Not knowing how he was going to be able to pray 
in his own nusach, he headed off to shul. When he 
arrived, he went to the bookcase to take a siddur. He 
was shocked to find a single Sephardic siddur on the 
shelf—with his brother’s name inside.
It turned out that his brother had been there 
two years earlier for another bar mitzvah and 
had forgotten his siddur. After Shabbos, the boy 
immediately called his parents. "Look how much 
Hashem loves me,” he said. “He made sure to keep a 
Sephardic siddur on the shelf for two years, just so I 
wouldn’t feel uncomfortable."
What a beautiful thought process in an eleven-year-
old boy. We need to recognize all of the kindnesses 
that Hashem constantly does for us. Then we will 
feel his love. When we train our children to think this 
way, we are giving them the greatest tool for life.  

AMALEK VS. KLAL YISRAEL
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher.

The events of the midbar—Marah, the slav, the mann, Shabbos, water from 
a rock—taught the Jewish people about their relationship with nature: by 
subjugating themselves to Hashem, they gained independence from it. But 
there was one more experience they would have to undergo, to teach them 
about their future standing as a nation. Their teacher was Amalek.

The people must have seemed weak as they wandered in the midbar, men, 
women and children seeking a homeland, but the Shechina hovered over 
them, and fear of it paralyzed surrounding nations. Only Amalek rushed 
unprovoked to confront it; only Amalek chose the sword. It sought fame 
in blood. This goal is the greatest enemy of human happiness and Divine 
kingship. Pharaoh used force to further his own interests, but Amalek’s 
sword did not rest as long as one nation did not tremble before it.

Attacked by Amalek, klal Yisrael was compelled to meet the test of battle. 

These brachos are not meant to demean gentiles, women or 
slaves. Their purpose is to thank Hashem for the mitzvos free 
Jewish men have that non-Jews, slaves and women do not have.
Rav Yosef, the blind Amora, said he would throw a party if 
anyone proved that blind people are patur from mitzvos, since 
he did them anyway. Later, when he learned that one receives 
more reward if they are obligated, he said he would throw a party 
if anyone showed that he was. We make bar mitzvah seudos to 
celebrate new obligation in mitzvos, a new chance to earn reward. 
So too, we make brachos to thank Hashem for extra mitzvos. 
Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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However, it was not the sword of Israel but the 
hands of Moshe that defeated Amalek—and 
it was not magic in those hands, but emunah 
awakened by them, that prevailed over Amalek.

Amalek does not hate nations that equal it in 
violence. It respects their military might, since 
they acknowledge Amalek’s power and share its 
values. Instead, Amalek harbors deadly hatred 
for those who dare dispense with the sword and 
trust in spiritual power that it cannot reach. 
When Amalek looks at the Jews, exemplars 
of peace and human nobility, it sees only a 
mockery of its principles. So with instinct fed by 
hate, it rushed to stamp them out immediately.

What threatens the moral future of mankind is 
not Amalek, but zecher Amalek, its glorification. 
As long as humanity honors the sword, as long 
as those who murder the happiness of mankind 
are not forgotten, later generations look upon 
them with admiration, and their memory will 
awaken the desire to emulate them. Only when 
G-d’s word becomes the sole criterion for every 
action, and recognition of morality increases in 
direct—not inverse—proportion to power and 
greatness; when the greater and more powerful 
the person, the less any lapse in his morality is 
excused; only then will Amalek’s reign end.

G-d’s plan is not just to establish klal Yisrael—
His purpose in building up klal Yisrael is to 
overcome everything inhumane on earth. 
Our nation’s fabric is woven from justice and 
compassion, tzedakah u’mishpat. The example 
we set will spread this trait to all mankind.

Do not envy those who destroy human 
happiness in a bid for honor. Even when you 
yourself suffer from the brutality of Amalek, 
stay firm. Maintain the humanity and justice 
Hashem has taught us, because humanity and 
justice will ultimately triumph over brutality. 

AMALEK'S AGENDA
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

Purim is the celebration of a miraculous victory over Amalek, the nation that 
descends from Esav’s grandson. In order to best appreciate this miracle, a little 
analysis of Amalek is in order.

Since the Torah says that Hashem is at eternal war with Amalek, we understand 
that Amalek’s war with klal Yisrael was actually a war against Hashem. As Rav 
Elchanan Wasserman zt”l said, “If Amalek could have placed ladders to climb 
up to heaven and battle with Hashem, they would have done so. Since that was 
impossible, they fought the people who represent Him in the world: Am Yisrael.”

What is Amalek’s complaint against Hashem? Amalek wants to live life without 
any morals or restrictions that would hold back its lusts and whims. Hashem 
insists on morals, ethics and self-restraint, so Amalek wants to eradicate 
any reminder of Him from the world. For that reason, Hashem declares that 
Amalek’s memory will be erased from the world, as if it had never existed.

When Kaiser Wilhelm visited Palestine in 1898, Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld 
zt”l did not go out to greet him, because he had a tradition from his rebbe, Rav 
Yehoshua Leib Diskin zt”l, that the Germans are the true Amalekim. Indeed, 
Hitler yemach shemo resented the Jews for introducing morality to the world.

When Yitzchak Avinu blessed Yaakov, he said, “The voice is the voice of Yaakov, 
but the hands are the hands of Esav.” Chazal explain that when the voice of 
Yaakov is heard in shuls and batei midrash, the hands of Esav have no power. 
If not, however, the hands of Esav can overpower Yaakov. Tefillah is the most 
effective method we can use to gain an awareness of Hashem in His world.

Now we can understand why, during the first war with Amalek, Moshe Rabbeinu 
went up the mountain and stretched out his hands in fervent prayer for all klal 
Yisrael to see. As long as they looked and thought about Hashem, they were 
victorious. When he rested his hands and they stopped looking up towards 
Hashem, they faltered.

When Mordechai was informed about the decree of annihilation, he went out 
into the street and began to cry out. Those screams were tefillah. He wanted to 
inform klal Yisrael that the only antidote to Amalek’s threat was tefillah. Indeed, 
all the Jews immediately began fasting and praying to Hashem.

The Megillah sums of the story of Purim as “the story of the fasts and their 
outcry.” The story of Purim is the story of a Holocaust averted through a wave of 
national teshuva and tefillah. May we, too, be zoche to daven with full hearts, and 
to merit Hashem’s heavenly protection from all our enemies. 

CAT-AND-MOUSE GAMES

Why don't cats' claws scare away the mice?

Cats catch mice by sneaking up and pouncing on them with their claws. These claws are 
retractable, so that the cat’s soft paws make no sound, allowing it to surprise its prey. At the end of 
a cat’s whiskers is a sensory organ called a proprioceptor, which sends tactile signals to its brain 
and nervous system. Whiskers help the cat gauge whether it can fit into a tight space, and so much 
more. They enable the cat to respond to vibrations in the air, such as when it is chasing prey, and 
to visually measure distance, which is why they are able to leap so quickly and gracefully onto a 
narrow ledge or out of harm’s way. Designed for a purpose!  

Adapted from Emunah: A Refresher Course (Melohn Edition; Ani Maamin Foundation/Mosaica Press)
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