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A Story that reminds us of our friend and teacher: 

The mother of a tzaddik was asked what she and her husband had done to deserve such a wonderful 

neshama in their child. “My husband was not a scholar, nor did he do any special mitzvos,” she replied. 

“However, during Shalosh Seudos, when he came to the words, “May we merit seeing children and 

grandchildren who study Torah and do Mitzvos,” he would repeat them several times and cry out to 

HaShem, ‘Ribono Shel Olam!  All I ask is a child who will do 

Your will and bring glory to Your name.’” 

“Aha,” replied the questioner.  “That is why you were blessed 

with this neshama.  It is natural for parents to ask for a child 

to love and give them nachas.  However, your husband put 

aside all of his own desires and asked for a son who would 

give nachas to HaShem, and his sincere prayer was 

answered.” 

 

“Let us deal wisely with him [Klal Yisrael] lest he 
multiply… and fight against us and drive us 
from the land.” [Exodus 1:10] 
When Pharaoh speaks about the entire nation, he uses the pronoun, “him.”  The Gemara in Sota (11a) 
comments that it should have said, “them.”  It explains that Pharaoh was referring to the savior of the 
Jewish People, Moshe.  He wanted to find a way to thwart his rise to power, thus ensuring that the Jews 
would remain in Egypt. 

Seeing in the stars that Moshe’s downfall would come about through water (it did, when he hit the rock, but 
not until many years after he had taken the Jews from Egypt,) Pharaoh enacted the rule that anyone seeing 
a Jewish child should throw him in the river.  By making it a law enforced by the public, he was able to 
distance himself from blame. 

He also was afraid the Jews would multiply.  He therefore told the midwives to kill the children on the 
birthing table.  In a further act of cowardice, he puts the responsibility for his nefarious schemes on the 
women whose job it was to care for these children. 

But they didn’t listen.  They cared for the children, defied Pharaoh and were happy to do the will of 
HaShem.  Because of this, they are given credit for giving life to the children.  More than that, they are 
single-handedly credited with the population explosion the Jews experienced in Egypt, exactly what 
Pharaoh was afraid of. 

We see this when the posuk tells us that HaShem was good to the midwives and “the population grew and 
increased greatly.”  The entire credit for this growth comes from the fact that one woman feared HaShem 
more than she feared Pharaoh, and she and her daughter did what was right, not what was safe. 

Shemos 5776 

There is a custom that a person should lead the davening of Maariv on Saturday night during the week 
before his loved one’s yahrtzeit, the anniversary of their death (or, you can think of it as their birthday 
in Heaven!).  This is because it is then the yahrtzeit of the Neshama Yesaira, the extra soul that a 
person receives on Shabbos.   

Since R’ Dovid Winiarz z”l lived with Shabbos the entire week, it’s perhaps sadly appropriate that he 
left this world on a Motsai Shabbos, as his Neshama Yesaira was heading home.  I guess he escorted 
the Shabbos Queen all the way back to Heaven.  May his memory be for a blessing.  (His yahrtzeit is 
this coming Thursday night and Friday, 27 Teves.) 

 



Moshe was an individual who was equated with the entire nation.  Yocheved, his mother, the brave midwife, 
was an individual who caused the nation to be great.  This is why Pharaoh could use the word, “him,” 
referring to Klal Yisrael, because the greatness of our people comes from the individuals.  Conversely, 
Pharaoh was a single man who tried to wipe out the Jews without people realizing that he was the sole 
instigator.  And he almost succeeded. 

Each of us has the power to be great. Each of us can change the fate of our nation and of the world.  What 
it takes is the willingness to stand alone, as Avraham the Ivri, who stood on one side (aiver) while the whole 
world stood on the other.  If we choose to do evil, there is no limit to the harm we can cause.  But if we 
choose to stand on the side of G-d, and do what is right, even if it isn’t popular, then we can be the salvation 
of our people, and those who will bring the Redemption, speedily in our days.  
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the whothe whothe whothe whole family can enle family can enle family can enle family can enjjjjoy!oy!oy!oy! 

Sung to the tune of Yankee Doodle 

In this parsha: 

L - Paroh started being mean, threw babies in the 
river,  
L - Moshe’s basket was so cozy that he didn’t shiver. 

H - Batya pulled him from the Nile and brought him 
to the palace,  
H - Grew up caring for the Jews and never was he 
callous. 

L - One day Moshe saw a Mitzri beating up a 
Hebrew,  
L - He stepped in and killed the Mitzri - doing what 
he had to. 

H – Dasan and Aviram saw, this gossip they did 
spread, 
H – Paroh was so angry that he yelled, “I’ll have his 
head!” 

L – Moshe had to run away, to Midian he did go, 
L – There he met his wife Tzipora, daughter of Yisro. 

H – One day he was tending sheep and he noticed a 
fire,  
H – But the bush did not get burnt, more insight it 
required. 

L – HaShem said I want you to go back to save the 
Hebrews 
L – Moshe said I st-st-stammer, someone else you 
should choose. 

H – He went back with Aharon but Paroh didn’t 
care. 
H – Made the Jews work just as hard and find straw 
anywhere. 

L – Moshe asked HaShem please tell me, why-y did 
you send me? 
L – Since I went it’s gotten worse and I’ve become an 
enemy. 

H – HaShem told him worry not, I’ve got tricks up 
my sleeve, 
H – Watch me send my Makkos down and then the 
Jews will leave!

    
Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

 

Wisdom from the Rebbe: When Moshe experienced the Revelation of Hashem at the burning bush, he is told to 

remove his shoes, for the place that he is standing on is holy ground. Rashi translates this a bit differently, not that 

the ground is holy, but the place is holy. 

What is Rashi trying to tell us? 

Rav Binyamin Carlebach expounds on the intent of Rashi, and explains that events which are transpiring have the 

power to make a location holy. So too, we have the same ability of establishing a holiness in a place by how we act 

and behave there, which thereby brings the Shechinah/Divine presence into wherever we want to let it. 

Is your home holy? 


