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 בס"ד

 Please guard the sanctity of this publication 

 

 

Rabbi Nachman of Kosov had a relative 

named Rabbi Yudel* of Chudnov who was 

also a follower of the Baal Shem Tov. 

 

Rabbi Yudel was careful not to accept 

favors of others. He preferred to provide for 

himself from his own work, running an iron 

ore business. Once, Rabbi Yudel went to 

check on one of his iron ore mines. Being a 

long way from his home, he decided to 

spend the Shabbat in a small village near the 

mine. He asked Reb Meir, a local 

householder in that village, if he could 

spend the Shabbat with him.  

 

Reb Meir answered, "Rabbi Yudel, it would 

be my honor if you would be my guest for 

this Shabbat. However, I don't have any fish 

or meat for you to eat at the Shabbat meals. 

To my knowledge, no one has caught a fish 

here lately. And while I do have some meat 

that can be prepared, you being a chasid, 

won't be able to eat it because you didn't 

have a chance to examine the knife used by 

the shochet." [In those days, the chasidim 

were very careful to check the knife used by 

the kosher-slaughterer to be sure the edge of 

the knife blade was razor sharp and free of 

any knicks that would render the meat of the 

slaughtered animal unkosher.-ed.]  

 

Reb Meir continued, "Rabbi Yudel, I 

suggest that you journey to the next village 

where a certain wealthy man lives. He is an 

old acquaintance of mine and I know that 

he'll be very pleased to host you for the 

Shabbat. He has his own shochet and will 

be able to provide fish and meat that will 

meet your standards."  

 

Rabbi Yudel decided to follow Reb Meir's 

advice and started to walk on the road 

towards the next village where the wealthy 

man lived. The road connecting the two 

villages passed through a large pond that 

one had to cross to go from one village to 

the other. Usually, the water in the pond 

was quite shallow. But after a strong rain or 

in the spring after the snow melted, the 

water in the pond became much deeper. 

When Rabbi Yudel reached the pond, he 

wasn't aware that strong spring rains had 

caused the pond water to be exceptionally 

deep.  

 

Just as Rabbi Yudel was about to step into 

the pond and cross to the other side, a dog 

jumped in. The dog started howling from 

fear; it couldn't swim so it was starting to 
drown. The howling of the drowning dog  

 

(painting by Michoel Muchnik) 

upset Rabbi Yudel so much that he began to 

shed tears. 

 

After this experience, Rabbi Yudel decided 

that the water was too deep for him to 

continue his way to the next village. So he 

returned to the village that he had just left. 

When Reb Meir saw him he asked in 

wonderment, "Rabbi, I thought you were 

going to the next town to celebrate the 

Shabbat."  

 

Rabbi Yudel replied, "When I reached the 

pond, I didn't realize how deep the water is at 

this time of the year. Just then, a dog jumped 

into the pond. Unfortunately, it couldn't swim 

and it drowned. It saved my life! Thank G-d. 

But the howling of the drowning dog upset me 

so much that I couldn't continue, so I decided 

to return here for Shabbat." 

 

Reb Meir said, "Rabbi Yudel, of course you're 

always welcome to stay with me but what will 

you eat for the Shabbat meals?" 

 

Rabbi Yudel asked, "Could you please see if 

there is any chance at all that you might get a 

fish for the Shabbat meals?"  

 

Reb Meir requested a few of the local 

villagers to try extra hard to catch a few fish. 

They agreed. Almost miraculously, they 

returned that very afternoon with an unusually 

large pike.  

 

When Reb Meir saw the fish, he said in 

amazement, "In all the years I've lived here, 

I've never seen such a large fish." The 

villagers that caught the fish nodded their 

heads in agreement. 

 

That day, being Friday, Reb Meir's wife 

prepared several sumptuous meals for the 

Shabbat with the fish. 

 

Later that night, Rabbi Yudel was sitting at the 

Shabbat table with Reb Meir and his family. 

After making Kiddush, eating the Shabbat dinner and 

singing several Shabbat songs, Reb Meir and his 

family left the table to go to sleep. 

 

Rabbi Yudel stayed at the table to study a holy Torah 

book, as was his custom before going to sleep. 

Suddenly, a strong feeling of tiredness came over 

him and he put his head down on the table to rest. 

After a few short minutes, he fell into a deep sleep.  

 

During this sleep, he had a vivid dream in which his 

departed father appeared and spoke to him. "My son, 

I was reincarnated as that fish you were eating 

tonight. Do you remember that man I always spoke 

so strongly against because he was an informer 

against our Jewish brethren? Well, he was 

reincarnated as the dog that you saw drown in the 

pond. He finally made up for his behavior as an 

informer when he drowned to save you."  

 

Rabbi Yudel's father continued speaking in the 

dream, "I was reincarnated as the fish because I 

publicly condemned this informer. As the Torah 

says, 'You shall not bear a sin on his account.'* My 

son, the tears you shed when the dog howled as he 

drowned atoned for me. Please be careful how you 

eat the fish. Be sure to hold the proper intentions in 

your mind. This will help elevate my soul." 

Editor's notes:  

* A Yiddish diminutive for the biblical name 

"Yehuda'  

** Kedoshim 19:17 Rashi: Do not shame him in 
public. 

Connection: Weekly Reading, opening verse -- 

"These are the judgments…." Targum 

Onkelos translates, "These are the laws"; Petach 

Eliyahu interprets, "These are mercies"; 

the Zohar explains, "These are the secrets of 

reincarnation." 

Source: Adapted and supplemented by Yerachmiel 

Tilles from the rendition of Tzvi-Meir Kahn, patent 

lawyer, posted on his website, //baalshemtov.com. 

Yerachmiel Tilles is the director of the 

AscentOfSafed.com and KabbalaOnline.org 

websites. His mailing list of 900+ weekly stories 

(editor@ascentofsafed.com) is now in its 20th year. 

“Festivals of the Full Moon,” the second of a 3-

volume series of his best stories, is now available in 

Tzefat at Ascent and KabbalaOnline-shop.com. 

 

 

The Dog, the Fish and the Dream 
 

Shabbat  T imes –  Mishpotim 

 Candlelighting Motze Shabbat 

Jerusalem 4:58 6:10 

Tel Aviv 5:15 6:12 

Haifa 5:06 6:11 

Beer Sheva 5:15 6:12 

 

  

 



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  

How does a person become a Jew? This 

week's Torah portion, Mishpatim, 

indirectly touches upon this question. 

Historically, the Jewish people entered 

into the covenant of the Torah by 

performing three actions: brit mila 

(circumcision); immersion in a mikva; and 

the bringing of offerings, as it states, "And 

they offered burnt offerings, and sacrificed 

peace offerings of oxen unto G-d." 

Ever since the Torah was given, a 

potential convert to Judaism had to 

undergo a conversion process consisting of 

these three steps. After the Holy Temple 

was destroyed and offerings could no 

longer be brought, a person became Jewish 

after brit mila and immersion alone. 

When Moshiach is revealed and the 

sacrifices are reinstated, converts will 

again be required to bring an offering to 

the Holy Temple. 

A question is raised: If, for the past 

2,000 years of the exile, one of the 

necessary requirements for conversion has 

been absent, how can converts be 

considered fully Jewish? 

The answer lies in the fundamental 

difference between the acts of brit mila 

and immersion, and the act of bringing an 

offering. 

The first two actions effect an essential 

change in the person and transform him 

into a Jew, severing him from his past and 

imbuing him with a Jewish holiness. 

Bringing a sacrifice, on the other hand, 

merely enhances his relationship with G-d, 

rather than causing an essential change in 

his being. 

As we learn from the Hebrew word for 

sacrifice, "korban," which implies 

"closeness" and "affinity," a sacrifice is a 

gift to G-d that strengthens the Jew's inner 

bond with his Father in Heaven. Thus, in 

the times of the Holy Temple, a convert 

brought his offering only after he had 

already become a Jew. 

When the Holy Temple stood and the 

Divine Presence dwelt in a physical 

The fact that converts will be required 

to bring a sacrifice when the Third Holy 

Temple is built does not mean that their 

conversions have been deficient in any 

way.   

The coming of Moshiach and the 

building of the Temple will in no way 

lessen the holiness of any Jew. Moreover, 

converts will be able to partake of the 

various sacrifices like any other Jew, even 

before their own individual offerings are 

brought. 

 

Adapted from the teachings of the 

Lubavitcher Rebbe; Shabbos Table, From 

our Sages and Moshiach Now! reprinted 

from www.LchaimWeekly.org -  LYO / 

NYC) 

 

                                                THE MISSING SACRIFICE 

 

structure, the special relationship 

between the Jewish people and G-

d was openly revealed.  

During the exile, however, with 

the physical Temple no longer in 

existence, it is much more difficult 

for the Jew to perceive the true 

magnitude of his bond with G-d. 

In such an atmosphere of 

concealment it is therefore 

possible to become a Jew even 

without the enhancement of a 

sacrifice. 

REGARDS TO THE LEVIATHAN 
 

Crossing over a bridge in Danzig, the holy 

tzaddik Reb Simcha Bunim of P'shischa saw a 

man struggling in the waters below. Seeing 

no way of saving the Yid, he called out to 

him, "Send regards to the Leviathan! " At that 

moment, Hashem came to the man's aid, and 

he managed to catch onto a plank and save 

himself. Reb Simcha Bunim explained that 

due to the man's broken spirit, he could not 

be helped. "When I made a comment that 

slightly gladdened him, he was able to save 

himself with the power of joy. "  

(reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 

 

You shall not afflict any widow or orphan (Ex. 

22:21) 

Whenever Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev 

reached this verse he would cry out. "Master of 

the Universe! You instructed us in Your holy 

Torah to be kind to widows and orphans, and 

yet we are like orphans in this bitter exile! You 
must therefore take us out of this exile at once!" 

 

When you lend money to My people, the poor 

among you (Ex. 22:24) 

The words "among you" seem to be 

superfluous. The Hebrew word for "among you" 

is "imach", which also means "with you." 

Sometimes a person might establish an amount 

of money that he will give to a particular 

charity, and even if his wealth increases, the 

amount he gives remains the same. The Torah is 

telling us that when we are enriched, the poor 
should be enriched with us. 

(Reb Shmelke of Nikolsburg) 

 

A liar is more despicable than either a 

robber or a thief: The robber steals 

only at night, for he worries about 

being discovered. The thief steals by 

night and by day, but only from 

individuals, as he is afraid to confront 

a larger group. The liar, however, lies 

by night and by day, and spreads his 

falsehoods and gossip about everyone. 
(The Magid of Kelm) 

 
 

And He will bless your bread and 

your water, and I will remove sickness 

from your midst (Exodus 23:25) 

 

Most illnesses are caused either by 

food that is ingested, or from an 

intensification of internal forces 

within the body. G-d therefore 

promised to send His blessing in both 

of these areas, blessing the food one 

eats - "your bread and water" - and 

"removing sickness from your midst" 

- making sure that illness does not 

come from within. 
(Kli Yakar) 

 

And these are the ordinances which you 

shall set before them (Exodus 21:1)  

 

"Before them" in every sense of the word: 

the Jewish people must be made to realize 

that My commandments are of primary 

concern and importance. 
 (Rabbi Bunim of Pshishcha) 

 
 

His master shall bore his ear through with 

an awl (martze'a) (Exodus 21:6) 

 

Why a "martze'a?" Because its numerical 

equivalent is 400 -- the same number of 

years the Jewish people were originally 

supposed to be enslaved in Egypt.  When 

G-d took the Jews out of Egypt, He 

declared, "The Children of Israel shall be 

servants unto Me." Subsequently, anyone 

who willingly chooses to serve a human 

master rather than G-d deserves to have his 

ear bored through... 
(Da'at Chachamim) 

 
 

Keep far away from falsehood (Exodus 

23:7) 

 

   



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g                                The Cause for Joy                                                                
The Rambam writes that when rejoicing on Yom Tov, one should not 

be involved in drinking and frivolity, and claim he is increasing in 

simcha, for this is not simcha, just wildness and foolishness. We were 

commanded to have ‘simcha’, which always involves avodas Hashem, 

and this cannot be done when wild or drunk.  

During the times of the Baal Shem Tov, there lived a chossid in the 

town of Lubavitch known as Reb Yisroel der Lebediker (the lively one). 

Even at ninety years old, he would still daven and learn Tanach and 

Mishnayos with the excitement and energy of a young man. He was 

wont to say: “A mitzvah without kavana (intention) is like a body 

without a neshama. The kavana must be that it comes from the 

commander, Hashem, Who shleps us out from all sorts of mud (בלאטע). 

So, if I, Yisroelik, who am nothing, merited to fulfill the command of 

Hashem, I should jump and dance from absolute joy!”   

                             Benefits of Simcha                                                                                   
The Torah says that as a result of not serving Hashem with simcha, the 

Yidden will have to serve their enemies. The Alter Rebbe explained that 

these refer to the many challenges (מקטרגים)  which a Yid encounters in 

parnasa, health and children. They are destroyed through one’s 

davening with enthusiasm and being joyous from recognizing Hashem. 

The Alter Rebbe would command those who have troubles to daven 

with song and simcha, for it sweetens the judgments on a person and 

chases away all the adversaries.  The Mitteler Rebbe noted that this has 

been tried with successful results. The Mitteler Rebbe writes that every 

person, even those who are immersed in deep thoughts of chassidus 

when they daven, must literally say Pesukei D’zimra out loud, with 

song, for it brings simcha. In addition, it is necessary to have ‘simcha 

shel mitzvah’ in the literal sense, to the extent that when putting on 

Tallis and Tefillin or giving tzedaka, one should feel an excitement in 

his heart that he is able to cause pleasure to his Creator. He should 

ignore those who mock him in this, and who only derive happiness 

from physical pleasures. 

The Arizal once told his talmid Reb Chaim Vital that the reason he 

merited Ruach Hakodesh and revelation of Eliyahu Hanavi was because 

of his great joy in fulfilling mitzvos. The Rebbe said this is a lesson for 

every person, that through joy in fulfilling mitzvos, one can reach great 

heights.  

A chossid complained to the Alter Rebbe that his mind was being 

assailed with foreign thoughts. The Alter Rebbe told him, “They 

gather in empty space!” (They come when the mind is not filled 

with thoughts of Torah and mitzvos). The Rebbe explained that the 

same is with simcha; if a person does not have joy in fulfilling 

mitzvos, then his happiness will be expressed in other things…  

                      The Avodah of Simcha                                                       
In the beginning of the Alter Rebbe’s nesius, he discontinued the 

practice of the chassidim to arouse atzvus (sadness) over their 

wrongdoings. The chassidim, thought they were also to do away 

with merirus (bitterness over aveiros (sins)) and were therefore 

constantly in a state of simcha. Later, the Alter Rebbe wrote in 

Tanya that there is a benefit to feelings of bitterness for aveiros, for 

it serves as a necessary prerequisite for joy. The chassidim then 

understood that it was only melancholy and despair which the Alter 

Rebbe had negated.  

The Rebbe said that in our times, we no longer have the emotional 

strength to do teshuva with bitterness; rather, we must do teshuva 

with simcha. The Rebbe explained that truthfully, teshuva is a great 

cause for simcha. For there can be no greater joy than ‘finding 

oneself’ and being reunited with our father, like a prince returning, 

after a long separation, to his father the king.  

The tzaddik Reb Nachman of Breslav writes, that a person should 

discover within himself the minutest amount of good and be joyful 

from it. Furthermore, a person should be joyful even through 

pointless activities (such as dancing etc.), and this will bring him to 

simcha.  

                             Beware of Frivolity                                                         
The Rebbe said that one should make sure to be joyful, even from 

gashmiusdike things (physicality), if that is what makes him happy 

in his current state. Once a person will be in a state of simcha, he 

will be able to draw himself towards joy of mitzvos. Of course, this 

does not include frivolity הוללות, because even if the person feels 

happy during that moment, he will later regret it and there will not 

be any simcha…  

The chossid Reb Eizil Homilier, heard from Reb Moshe who heard 

from his father the Alter Rebbe, “I have a tradition from the Baal 

   SIMCHA - HAPPINESS 

 

Before the Moshiach… 

 

Someone once 

complained about the 

difficult economic and 

political plight of 

Russian Jewry to the 

renowned 19th-century 

Chasidic leader Rabbi 

Chaim Halberstam, 

Rabbi of Tzanz. Rabbi 

Halberstam replied: 

"Unfortunately I can't 

help you now. But before 

the Messianic Era, Russia 

will crumble into many 

pieces and then Moshiach 

will come!" 
 
 

 

Shem Tov that foolishness, sadness and feeling of self-worth 

are considered by chassidim as aveiros of the Torah. Acute 

perception, joy brought about through finding the good in 

everything and calm swiftness are considered to be mitzvos 

of the Torah.”  

The Rebbe explains that there are two opposite expressions 

of laughter. One of kedusha (holiness), where the joy in one’s 

connection to Hashem is openly expressed, and another of 

klipah (unholiness), when scoffers (לצים)  express an empty 

joy of frivolity (הוללות) .  To prevent the joy of kedusha from 

leading to frivolity, it is necessary to have bittul (self -

nullification, humility) and fear of Hashem. 

On one occasion the Rebbe said: Simcha needs to be 

connected with mitzvos and not in a manner of frivolity. 

There is no reason to warn Yidden about this, especially 

chassidim, and particularly chassidim of the nasi of the 

generation. 

 (adapted and reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 

 

  



My Judaism, a new platform for spreading 
Chabad chassidus, is getting chassidus even into 
the heads and hearts of people who may not even 
be interested in hearing about Torah.  The 
popularity of video today is no secret, and using 
cutting-edge video production technology 
combined with social media, My Judaism is 
making fundamental concepts in chassidus 
resonant and relevant even to the least interested 
of Jews, taking chassidus where it has not 
previously been able to reach. 
 
My Judaism in partnership with Rabbi Yisroel 
Glick, who is known for his clarity and command 
of language, and his ability to use both to make 
the deepest concepts in chassidus crystal clear 
and relevant, has launched two separate channels 
for not only making chassidus accessible, but 
putting it in front of people where it will actually be 
seen en-masse. The channels allow chassidus to 
be presented both in a form that is appealing to 
people who are uninterested in Torah Judaism, 
and separately to cater for people who are 
interested in Torah Judaism and have some level 
of involvement, without losing the interest of the 
unaffiliated. 
 
Within just a few months of launching their 
channels from scratch, they have achieved more 
than a quarter of a million views of short hard-
hitting videos that make authentic true-to-text 

Videos Bring Chassidus to All 

chassidus interesting and engaging for the modern 
lay person even if they may be completely 
uninterested in Judaism. 
 
In honor of Yud Shvat they have produced two 
videos teaching fundamental concepts from the 
Frierdiker Rebbe’s maamer Bossi l’Gani [5710].  
The first video on the Rabbi Yisroel Glick channel  
facebook.com/rabbiyisroelglick summarized the 
concept of shtus d’kedsha from the fifth paragraph 
of the maamer in just two minutes so that even a 
modern attention span can get the idea.  The 
second video on the My Judaism page 
facebook.com/MyJudaism summarizes the second 
paragraph that addresses relevance of sacrifices in 
the Beis Hamikdos to modern Jewish life, in under 
two minutes, presented so that even those who do 
not want to hear from Torah Judaism will be 
interested. 
 
The more than a quarter of a million views that they 
have achieved in their first months have been while 
running at a low level with part-time staff, and in 
coming weeks they will be launching the operation 
officially with full-time staff, with a commitment to 
achieve a minimum of a million views within the first 
twelve months.  To support their work taking 
chassidus global at scale, spreading the maayonos 
of chassidus chutza which the Rebbe pushed so 
strongly as our role in bringing Moshiach, tax-
deductible contributions can be made 
at https://www.myjudaism.co/contribute.  (reprinted 
from Collive) 
 
 

 

 

 
Chicken Soup and Stir Fry:   Chicken bones 
make a rich broth for soup. And the cooked 
pieces of chicken can be added to a stir fry.   
by Alizah Hochstead, alizahh@hotmail.com     
     

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Farbrengen 

Question:   I have to be at work each day by 9am and 

I have about a 45-minute commute depending on traffic.  I 
set my alarm for 6am so I have time to daven with a 
minyan and have breakfast before I have to leave – 
without being rushed.  But what happens four out of five 
times is that I finally drag myself out of bed by 7am, daven 
quickly and wash a rugalach down with a cup of coffee as I 
am running out the door.  For me, getting up when my 
alarm goes off is like picking up a mountain.  It is just so so 
hard!  Do you think this is just my nature and I should look 
for a nighttime job so I can sleep in the morning? 

 Answer:  Hashem gives us challenges so we can 

grow.  Looking for a nighttime job is perhaps one answer, 
but I wonder if there is not something more that you can 
gain from this situation.  Let’s explore some additional 
ideas and see if any of these resonate with you. 
 
Rav Chaim Shalom Deitsch, Rosh Kollel of the Tzemach 
Tzedek in Jerusalem, said that going to sleep at night 
requires “kabbalos ol” (acceptance of the yoke of Heaven).  
An hour or two can easily slip by as we flip through a 
magazine, check emails or the news, make a snack, etc.  
All of a sudden it’s 12am!  To get up on time requires going 
to sleep on time.  Kabbalos ol does not begin when the 
alarm goes off, but when we need to go to sleep at night. 
 
Chassidus explains that the quality of one’s morning 
prayers (shacharis) is dependent on the quality of one’s 
bedtime prayers (kriyas shema al hamita).  There are 
many stories of Chassidim who would spend hours reciting 
the bed time prayers.  In fact, Chabad Chassidim wear a 
hat, jacket and gartel (sash/black belt) when reciting the 
prayers.  The Mittler Rebbe (the second Rebbe of Chabad) 
teaches that the first thought we have when we awaken in 
the morning sets the tone for the whole day.  And, how we 
go to sleep effects how we awaken.  If a person goes to 
sleep thinking about politics or sports his first thought 
might also be less than inspiring, i.e., “I’m tired, just 
another 15 minutes…”  However, when a person goes to 
sleep inspired after meaningful bedtime prayers, a 
Chassidic story and perhaps a Chassidic nigun he will 
wake up inspired.  As a result, his day will follow this lead. 
 
In addition, before you go to sleep think about the many 
things you want to accomplish the next day and how 
getting up when your alarm clock rings is important to 
accomplishing your goals.  Include in this list things that 
you look forward to doing.  Also, do not put your alarm 
clock by your bed, but put it in the other room.  Once you 
have already woken up, said Mode Ani, washed your 
hands and walked to turn off your alarm clock it will be 
easier to stay awake. 
 
Eating and drinking affects our sleep and waking up in the 
morning.  Some research has shown that alcohol, caffeine, 
spicy foods and unhealthy fatty foods when consumed 
before sleep have a negative effect on sleep and, thus, 
waking in the morning.  Eating before going to sleep (there 
are different opinions in regards how many hours) is not 
conducive to good and restful sleep.   Of course, living a 
healthy life style which includes exercise and healthy 
eating will enable you to sleep better and start your day 
with energy.  This is much literature you can read on this. 
 
It is an admirable trait to rise with vigor.  As the Shulchan 
Aruch states, one should arise like a lion to serve his 
Creator.  My hope is that by applying the above – which 
encompasses an awareness of both the spiritual and the 
physical – it will  not only be easier, but you will look 
forward to getting up in the morning.   
Please email your questions for this column to 
coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com  
Aharon Schmidt, marriage & individual coaching and 
counseling; Jerusalem and Bet Shemesh; 
coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com, 052-524-6528 
 
 

Halacha Corner –  The Month of Adar – When the month of Adar 

enters we increase in joy. ● If a Jew has a dispute with a gentile he should have the trial in the 
month of Adar because the mazal of the Jewish people is healthy and strong in this month.  ● The 
Sages established that congregations will read four parshiot, in addition to the reading of the weekly 
parshiot, on four Shabbatot that are connected to the month of Adar.  If it is a leap year, they are 
read in the second month of Adar. ● The first parsha is Parsha Shekalim, in remembrance of the 
mitzvah of the half shekel that each Jewish person would give each year in order to buy the 
continual offerings (korban hatamid) and other communal offerings.  On the first of Adar the 
obligation to give the half shekel would be announced.  Therefore, we read each year Parshat 
Shekalim on the Shabbat before Rosh Chodesh Adar, after the reading of the weekly parsha.  If 
Rosh Chodesh Adar falls out on Shabbat, this section is read on Shabbat Rosh Chodesh.    ● The 
second parsha is Parshat Zachor, to remember what Amalek did and to wipe him out.  We read this 
parsha on the Shabbat before Purim, after the reading of the weekly parsha, in order to have the 
wiping out of Amalek next to the fall of Haman who was a descendant of Amalek. ● The third parsha 
is Parshat Parah.  We read this on the Shabbat before Parshat HaChodesh (in Parshat HaChodesh 
the Jewish people are commanded regarding the Korban Pesach), because the burning of the red 

hefer in the desert was close to the month of Nissan, in order that the Jewish people would be 
pure and able to make the Pesach offering in purity. ● The fourth parsha is Parshat HaChodesh.  

We read this parsha on the Shabbos before Rosh Chodesh Nissan, the month in which the festival 
of Pesach occurs.  If Rosh Chodesh Nissan falls out on Shabbat, this section is read on Shabbat 
Rosh Chodesh.   (translated from Shmirat HaMoadim, HaRav Shimon Gadasi)     
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