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Parsha VaYeitzei    נר לאפרים 

 י א ש ו ו י צ א ת ג ג ז

 ע ל ר  א י י ש ר ק ב ק ש

 ק נ   א ב ו פ א ב מ  נ י א

 ב ל ה ה ע  ק ג ה ע ת ד ו

 ם ע ו נ ד י ל ע ב א ם נ

 ה ק צ ש ש  י ם ש ת ך ל ג

 א ב א  ר פ ב נ ר ר א ו ב

 צ מ כ ד י ל צ ה א ר א ה

  ל  ע ע ר ה פ ב א ה ל ר ם

 מ ש ק ר א ו  ב ן ק א א ח

 י ב ג ח ק פ ץ ם ב ס ז מ

 ע ש ג ל ע ד ע ש ר ה צ ה

ינהד אהל   בלהה יעקב 

חלר בןל  לעדג  הארבה עשר   

אובןר עגיפו ויאהב באר   



One child of Yaacov is not mentioned in Parsha but alluded to by 
this word in the Parsha (part of a popular Chabad song)  
       

 

 

ANSWER KEY 

 

 י א ש ו ו י צ א ת ג ג ז

 ע ל ר  א י י ש ר ק ב ק ש

 ק נ   א ב ו פ א ב מ  נ י א

 ב ל ה ה ע  ק ג ה ע ת ד ו

 ם ע ו נ ד י ל ע ב א ם נ

 ה ק צ ש ש  י ם ש ת ך ל ג

 א ב א  ר פ ב נ ר ר א ו ב

 צ מ כ ד י ל צ ה א ר א ה

  ל  ע ע ר ה פ ב א ה ל ר ם

 מ ש ק ר א ו  ב ן ק א א ח

 י ב ג ח ק פ ץ ם ב ס ז מ

 ע ש ג ל ע ד ע ש ר ה צ ה

 

Bonus Answer:  נגבה  (south  בנימין) 



 PARSHA SUDOKU 

 פרשת ויצא
Place the letters (or image) into each box so that each row across and each column 

down and each box-square will contain all the letters (or images) 

Remember that each letter or image may appear only once in any row, column, or 

box-square 

BEGINNERS LEVEL (6 x 6) 

 א ש ר ל ו י

 

 ל     ר

  י   ש 

   י ו  

   ר ל  

  ר   ל 

 ש     א

INTERMEDIATE LEVEL (9x 9) 

 ו פ ר צ ת נ ג ב ה
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  ו  ר  ה  נ 

 ה ג   ב   ו פ

         

  ב נ    ו פ 

 צ  ג    ת  נ

  ה ר    צ ב 

         

 ר נ   פ   ת ב

  צ  ג  נ  ה 



 

 

ADVANCED LEVEL (9x 9) 

 ו פ ר צ ת נ ג ב ה
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KABALISTIC CONCEPT OF “PIPES”  

   ר  ת  ג  

  ה ת ר  צ ו ב 

    נ  פ   

 ב  צ  ר  ת  ג

   פ  צ  ב  

 ג  נ  ו  צ  פ

    ג  ר   

  ג ב צ  ו ה ת 

   ו  ב  נ  



ANSWER SHEET 

 

BEGINNERS LEVEL (6 x 6) 

 א ש ר ל ו י

 

 ל א ש י ו ר

 ר י ו א ש ל

 א ל י ו ר ש

 ו ש ר ל א י

 י ר א ש ל ו

 ש ו ל ר י א

 

INTERMEDIATE LEVEL (9x 9) 

 ו פ ר צ ת נ ג ב ה
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 פ ו ת ר ג ה ב נ צ

 ה ג צ נ ב ת ר ו פ

 נ ר ב פ צ ו ה ג ת

 ת ב נ צ ר ג ו פ ה

 צ פ ג ה ו ב ת ר נ

 ו ה ר ת נ פ צ ב ג

 ג ת פ ב ה ר נ צ ו

 ר נ ה ו פ צ ג ת ב

 ב צ ו ג ת נ פ ה ר



 

 

 

 

ADVANCED LEVEL (9x 9) 

 ו פ ר צ ת נ ג ב ה
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 צ נ ר ו ת ב ג פ ה

 פ ה ת ר ג צ ו ב נ

 ו ב ג נ ה פ ר צ ת

 ב ו צ פ ר נ ת ה ג

 ה ר פ ת צ ג ב נ ו

 ג ת נ ב ו ה צ ר פ

 ת צ ה ג נ ר פ ו ב

 נ ג ב צ פ ו ה ת ר

 ר פ ו ה ב ת נ ג צ



In the Parsha VaYeitzei 
 

      Plants            Places       Animals 

Compiled from:   http://bible.ort.org/   The Living Torah by Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan 

Mandrake 

דודאים    

The mandrake is mentioned is Genesis 30:14 as a plant with which 

Reuven brought home for his mother, Leah. Denoting passion or 
increased fertility. (Sanhedrin 99a) dispute as to whether Reuven brought 
home a plant, fruit, or roots. 

Mandrake is a herb with violet flowers, yellow fruits and a forked root 
which belongs to the nightshade family.  

Habitat: Mount Hermon, Mount Carmel and Gilboa.   
 

Plane 

ערמון    

The plane is mentioned in Genesis 30:37 as a plant with which Jacob 

tried to enlist the help of supernatural forces. He hoped that this would bring 
about a more just resolution of the conflict between himself and Laban.  

The plane can grow up to a height of 20m/70ft and can support a trunk 
diameter as wide as 3m/9ft or more. It cyclically peels its trunk to expose 
new areas of the trunk.  

Habitat: The plane can be found for example in the forests of Carmel.  

 
 

Poplar 

לבנה    

The Hebrew term livneh of Genesis 30:37 means a “white tree” 

(possible allusion to Lavan). It is considered by some translators to be a 
reference to a storax (or styrax in other sources) which has white 
blossoms. Some scholars dispute this and suggest instead that the word 
should be viewed as a reference to the white poplar.  

The poplar is a white-barked tall tree with a pleasant fragrance.  

Habitat: Middle East.  

 
 

Bethel 

ל-בית א        

A town to the north of Jerusalem, where Jacob had the vision of the ladder (Genesis 28:11-22). It was after 

this vision that he gave it the name Beth El (House of G-d), it having previously been called Luz. He later built 

an altar there (Genesis 35:1-15).  Others say the reference is to the spot of the Holy of Holies, which is truly 

to Gate to Heaven.  

 

 

Charan 

חרן    

A city in north-west Mesopotamia (now Altinbashak, near Urfa in modern Turkey) situated on a tributary of the 

Euphrates river. Terach and Abraham settled in Charan after leaving Ur Casdim (Genesis 11:31). 

Charan was home to Isaac's bride Rebecca.Jacob fled to Charan to escape the wrath of Esau (Genesis 

29:4) and married Laban's daughters Rachel and Leah. All of Jacob's children with the exception of 

Benjamin were born in Charan (Genesis 29:32-32:24). Known in classical times as Carrhae, it later 

became the headquarters of the Sabbean religion (Maimonides.) 

 

 

Gal'ed 

גלעד    

The name given by Jacob to the pillar erected in Transjordania (modern Jordan) by him and Laban to seal 

their agreement (Genesis 31:47-48). The name is explained as meaning 'Witness Mound', and was called 

by Lavan “Yegar Sahardutha”, which has the same meaning in Aramaic. 
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PARSHA GEMATRIA      VAYEITZEI   ויצא  

 

 

 

 2+40+100+6+40    ויפגע

 6+10+300+40    במקום

 5+5+6+1    וילן

 6+10+100+8    שם

 40+1+2+50+10    כי

 6+10+80+3+70    בא

10+20 30   השמש  

 40+200+1+300+400+10+6    ויקח

 2+40+100+6+40    מאבני

 300+40    המקום

 6+10+30+40    וישם

 6+10+300+20+2    מראשתיו

 2+1    וישכב

 5+40+100+6+40    במקום

 5+300+40+300    ההוא

Bonus:      __________       Total Gematria value    

אבני המקום וישם מראשתיו וישכב במקום ההואויפגע במקום וילן שם כי בא השמש ויקח מ  (Bereshis 28,11) 

And he lighted upon the place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was set; and he took one of the 

stones of the place, and put it under his head, and lay down in that place to sleep.   

Instructions:  Using the key below for the numeric value of each Hebrew letter, determine:  

1. On the left side enter the numeric value of each word taken from a portion of a verse in the Parsha; 

then place that value in the blue column.   

2. On the right side determine the product of the math operations; then place that value in the tan 

column.   

3. Then match the numbers from the right side to the left side by drawing a line. 

 



It All Adds Up – Pashas VaYetzei 

Fill in the missing numbers so each row, column, and diagonal each adds up!  

 The missing numbers are Hebrew letters valued between 1 and 400.  

 The numbers in each row add up to the number at the right of the row.  

 The numbers in each column add up to the number at the bottom of the column.  

 The numbers in each diagonal line add up the number to the right and above or below the 

diagonal. 

 Use Hebrew letters to enter the missing numbers. 

Bonus: After completion, circle the Hebrew word for the name of Leah’s father. 

    
 

217 

 137 ו י  א 

 250 י ר ח  ב

 92  ל א  ן

 102 ס  ל ה ה

 202 ף ז  פ ה

92 121 159 249 162 143 

Hebrew Letters’ Numerical Value 

 א ב ג ד ה ו ז ח ט י כ ך

20 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

 ל מ ם נ ן ס ע פ ף צ ץ ק ר ש ת

400 300 200 100 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 



 

 

 

 

 

ANSWER KEY 

 

     217 

 137 ו י צ א ל

 250 י ר ח ל ב

 92 ו ל א ה ן

 102 ס ב ל ה ה

 202 ף ז ל פ ה

92 121 159 249 162 143 

 
 

  



PARSHA MATH    Identify the following using the chart below 

A. Years from when Yaacov arrived in Lavan’s house until Yosef was born 

B. Years from when Yosef was appointed viceroy in Egypt until Yaacov came to Egypt 

C. Total number of years from when Yaacov came to Lavan until he appeared before Paroh 

D. Age of Yaacov when he left the house of Yitzchak and Rivkah 

E. Years accounted for in the life of Yaacov by above methods until he was 130 

F. Years not accounted for in life of Yaacov 

I. In the Year 2238 Yaacov appeared before Paroh 

and stated he was 130 years old  130 

II. Yaacov arrived at Lavan’s house, worked for 

seven years, married Leah and Rochel; during 

the next 7 years he had 11 sons and one 
daughter; the last child born at the end of the 

period was Yosef 

A  

 Yosef was sold into slavery, worked for 

Potiphar, went to prison, was released, 

appeared before Paroh, and became second in 
command at the age of 30 

30  

 Seven years of plenty, and 2 years of famine and 

then Yaacov came to Egypt B  

 Years after appearing in Lavan’s house  C 

III. In the year 2171, Yishmael died, and Yaacov 
left the home of Yitzchak and Rivkah (Eisav 

married the daughter of Yishmael, the sister 

of Nevayos) 

137  

 Yishmael was 137 when he died; since he was 

14 years older than Yitzchak, he was 74 when 

Yaacov was born 
74  

 The age of Yaacov when he left his parent’s 

home (year that Yishmael died)  D 

IV Years of Yaacov that were accounted in the 
above (C+D)  E 

 Years of Yaacov that were not accounted in the 

above (130-E)  F 

F = Per Chaza”l (Yevamos 64) the number of years that Yaacov spent in the 

Yeshivah of Ever 



 

 

 

 

 

ANSWER SHEET 

A. Years from when Yaacov arrived in Lavan’s house until Yosef was born 

14 years 

B. Years from when Yosef was appointed viceroy in Egypt until Yaacov came to Egypt 

9 years 

C. Total number of years from when Yaacov came to Lavan until appeared before Paroh 

14 + 30 +  9  =  53 years 

D. Age of Yaacov when he left the house of Yitzchak and Rivkah 

137 – 74  = 63 years 

E. Years accounted for in the life of Yaacov by above methods until he was 130 

53 + 63 = 116 years 

F. Years not accounted for in life of Yaacov (in Yeshivah)  

130 -116 = 14 years 

 
  

Age group – 12 years and up 

Objective of this lesson: 

Appreciate math in the Parsha 

Introduction to concepts of math in the years of our ancestors 



    BILHAH AND ZILPAH 

Who is Zilpah? 

Zilpah, whose name is believed to mean “drooping”, was given to Leah as a handmaiden by Lavan, when Leah 

was given to Yaacov as a bride. After Leah had already bore Yaacov four sons and then stopped having babies, 

she presented Zilpah to Yaacov to act as a type of surrogate mother and have more children for Yaacov. Zilpah 

bore two sons to Yaacov, Gad and Asher. These were Yaacov’s sons number seven and eight respectively. The 

account of Zilpah’s role as Leah’s surrogate mother can be found in Genesis 30:9-13.  

Who is Bilhah? 

Bilhah, whose name is believed to mean “bashful or faltering”, was given to Rochel as her handmaiden by Lavan, 

when Rochel was given to Yaacov as a bride. Bihah gave birth to Dan and Naftali.  

Who are their family? 

Zilpah and Bilhah were sisters. One medrashic source says that Devorah (Rivkah’s nurse) was their mother. Their 

father was called Achuto. Before they were married, Devorah was taken into captivity but we redeemed by Lavan. 

Lavan took the two daughters as maidservants. Zilpah was perhaps named after the place of her captivity.  

According to other sources, Zilpah and Bilhah actually shared the same father (Lavan) as Rochel and Leah but 

were from different mothers.  Thus the four wives of Yaacov were all half-sisters. 

What was special about Bilhah and Zilpah? 

Although both Bilhah and Zilpah were emancipated when conceived they were given the name of “shifchah” to 

stress their total subservience to their mistresses.  Even after begin emancipated and even after giving birth to 

children, they were still called “shifchah”, subservient as before. 

What is the source of the difference between Bilhah & Zilpah from Rochel & Leah? 

Bilhah and Zilpah also had lofty souls, but not as lofty as the Matriarchs. According to the mystical teachings, 

their souls were also the embodiment of Royalty, as were the Matriarchs', but Royalty as it descends and invests 

itself in creation.2 

The Patriarchs and Matriarchs were utterly detached from creation, and it is from them that we receive the ability 

to remain unaffected by our mundane surroundings. Bilhah and Zilpah imbue every Jew with the capability to 

carry over the holiness we inherit from the Patriarchs and Matriarchs into creation. 

This is why Bilhah and Zilpah bore these children "on behalf of" and as "the agents of" Leah and Rochel. The 

children they bore were even named by Leah and Rochel. Bilhah and Zilpah don't represent a unique divine 

attribute as do the Patriarch and Matriarchs—rather they are the conduit through which our Patriarch and 

Matriarchs can be manifest in our reality. Thus, the four children of Bilhah and Zilpah (Dan, Naftali, Gad and 

Asher) are four motifs that accompany the daily life of the Jew: judiciousness, engagement, blessing and 

saturation. 

Therefore, even when Leah and Rochel passed way, the Shechinah still rested on the home of Yaacov since Zilpah 

and Bilhah were still running the house and were step mothers to the children. 

Where are they buried? 
The Medrash does not mention when they died. However, tradition records that Bilhah and Zilpah are buried in 

the Tomb of the Matriarchs in Tiberias, the traditional burial place of several famous biblical women: Zilpah, 

Bilhah, Yocheved, Ziporah, Elisheva and Avigayil. Currently, a marble structure beside a modern apartment 

building block surrounded by a stone wall commemorates this burial place. 

  

javascript:doFootnote('2a637472');
http://www.answers.com/topic/tomb-of-the-matriarchs
http://www.answers.com/topic/tiberias


Uncle Lavan (haArami) 
(Adapted from 'Otzar Ishei haTanach) 

Lavan was born on the merit of Avrohom. Like her sister Sarah, Milkah (mother of Besuel, Lavan's father) was barren, and 

it was only when Sarah became pregnant, and G-d cured all the barren women, that she became pregnant too (Medrash 

haGadol).  
* * * 

The Torah relates that Avrohom sent his children, the sons of Keturah (alias Hagar) to 'the land of the east', and that he 

handed them 'the impure name' (incorporating the ability to perform witchcraft [see Rashi Chayei Sarah, 25:6]). And it is 

from that land that Lavan, Beor and Bilaam came (Zohar).  
* * * 

When Lavan chased after Yaacov, he had no intention of doing battle with him, since Yaacov's forces were far stronger 

than his. What he wanted was to kill him verbally (i.e. through witchcraft [Zohar])  
 

That explains why, when G-d appeared to him, He warned him not to speak with Yaacov good or bad (rather than not to 

fight him).  

* * * 
Lavan (Beor) was alias Bilaam and Kushan Rish'asayim (king of Aram). He was called Be'or - because he had relations 

with his ass, and Bia'am - because he attempted to swallow the people (of G-d ['bola am']), and Kushan Rishasayim - because 

he perpetrated two evil deeds: He desecrated the oath that he took not to cross the pile of stones (that he together with 
Yaacov. had erected to mark the peace-treaty that they established) to harm the descendents of Yaacov, and he subjugated 

Yisrael for eight years (Gemara Sanhedrin and Yerushalmi).  

 
Kushan Rish'asayim was unlikely to have actually been Lavan however, since five hundred years separated them; Moreover, 

he cannot have been Bilaam, whose death is recorded in Matos. What Chazal must therefore mean is that the one was a 

Gilgul (a reincarnation) of the other, as the Yaavetz explains.  

* * * 
Likewise, Bilaam became lame when, on his way to try and curse Yisrael, he squeezed past a stone wall (made from that 

same pile of stones), squashing his leg in the process (Targum Yonasan), thereby abrogating his oath.  

* * * 
Lavan was alias Kemuel ("the father of Aram"), which is the acronym of 'kam neged umoso shel Keil' (he arose against G-

d's chosen nation). Medrash Rabah.  

* * * 
When Yitzchak instructed Yaacov to travel to Aram and take himself a wife from the daughters of Lavan he did not yet 

have any children. But the moment the Tzadik Yitzchak uttered the words "from the daughters of Lavan", Lavan's wife 

conceived Rachel and Leah (Medrash Rabah, in contrast to the previous Medrash).  

* * * 
At the same time that Rivkah gave birth to Eisav and Yaacov, Lavan's wife gave birth to Leah and Rachel. In an exchange 

of letters, it was agreed that Eisav (the older twin) would marry Leah (the older twin) and that Yaacov would marry Rachel. 

(See Rashi Vayeitzei, 29:17). (Medrash Tanchuma)  
* * * 

Before Yaacov arrived in Aram, Lavan had no sons. It was only on the merit of Yaacov that his wife subsequently bore him 

sons (Medrash Rabah).  

* * * 
Yaacov informed Rachel that if her father Lavan was a trickster, he was his equal in the art of swindling (Gemara Megilah) 

This teaches us that one does not handle a trickster in the same way as one deals with an honest person (as David haMelech 

wrote in Tehilim).  
* * * 

The camels of Avrohom refused to enter Lavan's house until he had cleared out every vestige of idolatry (Avos de'Rebbi 

Nasan).  
* * * 

Note that there are two countries by the name of Aram - Aram Naharayim (Avrohom's birthplace) and Aram Tzovah (Syria). 

Aram in the above article refers to Aram Naharayim.  
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"... and if He will give me bread to eat and clothes to wear ..." (Bereishis 28:20) 

 

Ladder of Prayer 
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Parsha Pizzazz - VaYeitzay 

The Chase is On  
Having successfully taken Eisav's place when their father, 
Yitzchak, gave out the blessings, Yaakov was now 
running for his life. Eisav hadn't taken too kindly to what 
his better half had done, and he wanted revenge! So 
Yaakov was hurried out of town by his mother, Rivkah, to 
save his life.  

His parents had another reason for sending Yaakov to 
Charan: to find a nice girl to marry from Lavan's family. 
(Charan was where Avraham's family had lived and Lavan 
was Rivkah's brother.)  

Yaakov sneaked quietly out of town so that his brother 
couldn't follow him. But Eisav still found out! He sent his 
son, Elifaz, on a mission to kill Uncle Yaakov.  

 

Your Money or Your Life  
 
Elifaz wasn't excited about his 
assignment, but he had no choice. 
Armed with his weapons, he ran and 
ran until he finally caught up to 
Yaakov. Then he threatened to kill him!  
 
"Wait, Elifaz!" Yaakov said. "You don't 
have to kill me! Just take everything I 
own and go! Without money, I'm as 
worth less as a dead man... right?"  
 
Elifaz, relieved to find a way out, 
agreed. "Yeah... right, Uncle Yaakov!"  
 
He robbed Yaakov of every last little 
thing-including all the expensive gifts 
he had brought along for his future 
wife. But Yaakov was just thankful to 

be alive!  

Sweet Dreams!  
On his way to Charan, Yaakov stopped off at Mount 
Moriah. He prayed Maariv, the evening prayer, and got 
ready to go to sleep. But where would he sleep? He didn't 
have a bed, of course. Well, he noticed that there were 
some stones lying around, so he took twelve of them and 
laid them in a circle, and he lay down inside.  
 
The ground was his mattress, and Yaakov used one of the 
stones as a pillow (not too comfortable, but he didn't 
mind!). While he was sleeping, all of the stones were 
arguing about who should have the honor of being 
Yaakov's pillow. They all moved closer and closer 
together, each one trying to get under his head... until they 
miraculously became one big rock!  
 



During the night, Yaakov had a dream. He saw a huge ladder near him, which stretched all the way up to the sky. 
He saw malachim (angels) going up and down the ladder.  
 
And then HaShem spoke to Yaakov in his dream: "I am the G-d of your grandfather, Avraham, and of Yitzchak, 
your father. I will give you this entire land and I will bless you. I will protect you until you return home."  
 
When Yaakov woke up from his dream, he thought: "What an amazing dream! How could I have slept on such holy 
ground? I had no idea that this was the gateway to heaven!" Yaakov knew then that the Bet HaMikdash (Holy 
Temple) would someday be bui lt on that very spot.  
 
Then he made a promise to HaShem: "If You will protect me while I am in Charan, and give me enough bread to 
eat and clothing to wear, I will give plenty of tzedakah (charity) from everything I earn."  

 

All's Well That End's Well  
Yaakov continued on his journey, and arrived at the well 
near Charan.  
 
There w as a giant stone covering the opening of the well. 
Shepherds were gathering at the well with their herds, 
waiting to give their sheep water. Since the stone was too 
heavy for any one person to lift, they would wait until all of 
the shep herds had come, and then they would lift the 
giant stone together.  
 
Yaakov approached them and asked, "Excuse me, do you 
know Lavan, from Charan?"  
 
"Lavan? Sure we know him! And here comes his 
daughter, Rachel!"  
 

Rachel was a shepherdess, and she was coming to the well with her sheep. She looked just like Rivkah! Yaakov 
knew that she was the girl he was supposed to marry.  
 
Yaakov immediately stepped forward and single-handedly lifted the huge stone off the well. It was as easy for him 
as popping the cap off a bottle! He gave water to Rachel's sheep.  
 
He introduced himself to Rachel: "I am your cousin, Yaakov. My mother, Rivkah, is your father's sister. I have come 
here from the faraway land of Canaan."  
 
"Come with me, and meet my father," Rachel said. And with that, she ran off to tell her father, Lavan, the exciting 
news.  

Nothing Up My Sleeve  
When Yaakov a nd Rachel arrived at Lavan's house, 
Lavan ran to greet Yaakov and hugged and kissed 
him. Wasn't that sweet?  

Well, not really-he was actually hugging him so he 
could try to feel for Yaakov's money belt under his 
robe! He remembe red when Avraham's s ervant, 
Eliezer, had come to Charan with ten camels stacked 
high with jewels and riches, and he thought,"Hmm... 
If the servants of that family bring such expensive 
gifts when they travel here, imagine what Yitzchak's 
own son must have brought!"     

But what a disappointment! Yaakov didn't seem to 
have any money at all for him to steal! (Elifaz had 
taken all those presents when he robbed Yaakov.)  
Still, Lavan invited Yaakov to his house, since they 
were relatives, after all.  
 



 
Two Sisters  
Yaakov started working as a shepherd for Lavan. Lavan wanted to pay him a salary, but Yaakov didn't want 
money.  

He said to Lavan, "What I really want is to marry 
your younger daughter, Rachel. I'll work seven years 
for her!"  

Lavan had two daughters. Rachel was beautiful, and 
her older sister, Leah, was also beautiful, but her 
eyes were red and swollen from crying. (Everyone in 
town assumed that Leah and Eisav would get 

married, since they were both the oldest in their families... and wouldn't the thought of marrying the evil 
Eisav be enough to make any girl cry?)  

Lavan agreed to Yaakov's requ est to marry Rachel-but secretly he planned to give Yaakov his older 
daughter, Leah, instead!  

 

He Was Outstanding in His Field  
 

Just as he had promised, Yaakov took care of 
Lavan's flocks for seven years. He faithfully tended 
Lavan's sheep and goats in the scorching hot sun 
during the day, and stood watch over them in the 
freezing wind and rain at night. Year after year, he 
did the best job he possibly could-and Lavan's 
flocks were thriving.  
 
And Lavan? He just took it easy and enjoyed 
counting all the money he made thanks to Yaakov!  
 
 

 

Switcheroo  
Finally, it was the day of the wedding! Lavan made a 
big, fancy party and invited everyone in town. He was 
smiling, because he knew he had a little trick up his 
sleeve...  

Rachel knew her father's tricks, and she told Yaakov 
what he was planning to do. They came up with a 
scheme of their own. They made up a secret code, so 
that Yaakov would be able to double-check that 
Rachel was indeed the b ride under the veil.  

It was a clever idea, and it would have worked, except 
for one thing: At the last minute, Rachel felt sorry for 

Leah. She didn't want Leah to be embarrassed when her identity would be exposed in front of everyone.  

So Rachel did a very kind thing. Right before the wedding, she whispered the secret passwords to Leah, so 
that she would know what to say to Yaakov when he used the secret code.  

When Yaakov used the secret code, and Leah knew all the right answers, he was convinced that she was 
Rachel-and he went ahead with the wedding!  

When he discovered what had happened, he shouted, "Lavan! You tricked me!"  

Lavan answered, "Well... around here we don't marry off a younger daughter before her older s ister. But, 
all right. In a week you can marry Rachel, too... only if you agree to work for me for another seven years..."  

Yaakov agreed without hesitation. He married Rachel the very next week, and he loved her more than Leah. 
He kept his word to Lavan, and worked hard for him for another seven years.  



The Next Generation  
Soon after their marriage, Leah began having 
children. She had four sons all in a row, and she 
named them Reuven, Shimon, Levi, and Yehudah. 

Meanwhile, Rachel had no children at all, which made 
her very unhappy. Rachel remembered that when 
Sarah was childless, she gave her maidservant, 
Hagar, to Avraham to marry - and then Sarah was 
blessed with children! So Rachel asked Yaakov to 
marry her maidservant, Bilhah. She figured that 
perhaps then HaShem would answer her prayers and 
give her the children she longed for. Yaakov did 
marry Bilhah, and she gave birth to two sons, Dan 
and Naftali.  
Leah also gave her maidservant, Zilpah, to Yaakov as 

a wife and Zilpah gave birth to two sons, named Gad and Asher.  

After that, Leah had more children-two sons, named Yissachar and Zevulun, and finally, a daughter named 
Dinah.  

Still - Rachel had no child! How much longer could she possibly wait, while everyone else already had 
children to be proud of? Rachel and Yaakov both prayed and prayed to HaShem to bless her with a child... 
and finally, after so many years of waiting, she had a son! She was a mother at last! She named her son 
Yosef. (Later, she would have a second son, Binyamin.)  

By now Yaakov had quite a large family: four wives, eleven sons, and one daughter. He had established his 
family in Charan - but they would soon be moving on.  

 

Time to Say Goodbye  
HaShem told Yaakov, "Go back to the land of Israel." 
Ya akov went right to Lavan and said, "It's time for me 
to move on. Let me take my wives and children and 
go back home."  

Lavan said, "All right. Let's figure out what I owe you. 
Let's see... you worked here for 20 years, and 14 of 
those years were for my two daughters. So that 
leaves six years that I owe you for. What would you 
like as payment?"  

Yaakov thought and replied, "I'll take all of the spotted 
goats and brown sheep that will be born this season."  

What Lavan thought was, "Heh, heh! That won't be 
very many animals at all. Few of the animals right now are brown and have spots and certainly their babies 
will be the same!" But all he said to Yaakov was, "It's a deal," and he smiled his wicked smile.  

To Lavan's surprise, al most all of the newborn goats had spots! And almost all of the baby sheep were 
brown!  

When Yaakov was ready to claim his payment, Lavan realized that something went wrong for him, He 
exclaimed, "Hold it, I'm the one who's supposed to get these brown and spotted animals... You pick 
something else!"  

Even though Yaakov knew that Lavan was playing tricks with him, he went along with it.  

"OK, I'll take the animals with white stripes instead."  

"You got it," said Lavan.  

Can you guess what happened next? That's right-all of the animals from then on were born with white 
stripes!  

Lavan was beside himself. "Huh? What's going on? I must have made a mistake... Let's make a new 
agreement..."  

And so it went, on and on and on. In the end, Lavan changed his mind about the deal 100 TIMES! Whew!  



 

Give It Up!  
It seemed that Lavan wo uld never willingly let Yaakov 
leave. There was only one solution. Yaakov would 
have to sneak away when Lavan wasn't looking.  
 
His chance finally came when Lavan was away on a 
three-day trip. Yaakov gathered his four wives, eleven 
sons and one daughter, and all of their possessions, 
and secretly fled Lavan's house.  
 
Rachel saw a golden opportunity to do something she 
had wanted to do for a long time-rid her father's 
house of idols! So she took them and hid them under 
the saddle of her camel.  
 
When Lavan returned home and found out that 
Yaakov, Rachel, Leah, Bilhah, Zilpa, Reuven, Shimon, 

Levi, Yehudah, Dan, Naftali, Yissachar, Zevulun, Gad, Asher, Yosef, and Dinah had all run off... he was 
furious! He was fuming! He was boiling MAD!  
 
He ran out and chased after them-and caught up with them as they made their way out of town.  
 
"Why did you run away? And WHY did you steal my idols?!" he demanded.  
 
Yaakov had no idea what on earth he was talking about when he mentioned the idols, so he gave 
permission for Lavan to search everywhere. Rachel stayed seated up on her camel, so Lavan never 
discovered the idols she had stashed under the saddle.  
 
"Lavan," Yaakov exclaimed, "this is ridiculous! I worked for you in good faith for 20 years. You've been 
cheating me all along. Enough already! Let us go in peace!"  
 
Lavan thought for a moment. He couldn't really argue with anything Yaakov had said. So Lavan replied, 
"You know what? You're 100% right. I will let you go in peace, and let's make it official. Let's agree that 
neither one of us will ever harm the other-and also our children, and our children's children."  

 

Set In Stone  
 
Yaakov thought that was an excellent idea, so he 
brought an enormous stone and set it upright as a 
reminder of their peace agreement. Yaakov's sons 
gathered more stones and piled them up near the big 
stone, to show that they and their descendants would 
also keep the agreement.  
 
Lavan then returned to Charan, while Yaakov and his 
family continued on their way back to their own land-
Canaan.  

 

One Big Happy Family  

Yaakov's twelve sons would grow up to become the leaders 

of the twelve tribes of Israel! And so the ways of Avraham, 

Yitzchak, and Yaakov were passed do wn to another 

generation, and the chain of tradition continued unbroken...  

 

But back to our story: HaShem sent a new group of 

malachim (angels) to protect Yaakov and his family from 

his enemies as he headed ho me. And who was enemy #1? 

Eisav! He was still angry, and preparing for a major fight! 



Parshas ויצא Sequencing 

Put a number (1-6) next to each picture indicating the order in which these events occurred 
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