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Beha’alosecha 5777 - Man-Made 

 

  In this week’s parsha Hashem allowed 

Moshe to have 70 elders assist him with his duties 

as leader of the Bnai Yisrael. The Gemara 

(Sanhedrin 17a) tells us that Moshe wanted to 

distribute this honor equally amongst the 12 tribes. 

The problem, however, was that 70 is not equally 

divisible by 12. Said Moshe, “If I choose which 10 

Tribes are to have 6 representatives and which 2 

only 5, I will be inserting jealousy into the Tribes”. 

So, instead Moshe made a lottery, using 72 pieces 

of parchment. 70 had the word “Zakain”-” Elder” written upon them and 2 were left blank. 72 

representatives, 6 from each tribe were then asked to come and pick out a piece. The 70 who 

drew the “Zakain” piece of paper were chosen as the 70 Elders, and the two who drew blanks 

were excluded. The obvious question is, wouldn’t this lottery still cause the same jealousy? As 

a matter of fact, the Riva (Ba’alai Tosfos) suggests that the lottery would increase the jealousy, 

because (unless the two blanks were drawn immediately) the two men that drew the blank 

pieces could claim an unfair lottery, for statistically their chances of drawing a blank increased 

because there were less "Zakain pieces” left in the box from which to choose a winning piece! 

 Perhaps we can suggest as follows. There are only two causes of events that transpire 

in this world: those orchestrated by Hashem, and those by man, [Yes, man using his free will 

has the ability to cause things to happen without Hashem’s input (or approval).] Note however, 

natural occurrences do not claim a third category. They too, were orchestrated by Hashem (at 

the time of creation) when He programmed the world in a way that certain events will transpire 

when certain natural events occur (e.g. when water dips below 32°F, it naturally freezes). In 

other words, events are either man-made or G-d-made. And as Yidden we embrace the 

understanding (contrary to modern popular believe) there is no such thing as luck or 

coincidence. [But what of statistics and probability? Would they come under the classification 

of nature, or are they an overt expression of Hashem’s decision? On the one hand, probability 

could be classified as part of nature and Hashem’s pre-programming. On the other hand, since 

there is a smidgen of doubt regarding what may transpire, the end result must have come via 

an overt hands-on decision from Hashem. Something to think about. Regardless, though, into 

which category they belong, they are G-dly decisions.] The 72 candidates were men of great 

spiritual stature who knew all this. Therefore, once Moshe used a lottery system taking the 

decision making out of his human hands, he knew there would be no jealousy at all, because 

jealousy can only be a response to a human decision not one ordained by Hashem. Jealously 

is a manifestation of a belief that any human deserves and needs what someone else has. 

Hashem’s decisions though are perfect for all involved, leaving no room for feelings of 

jealousy to those who recognize this. 



  

 The Mishna (Berachos 33b) says that one should silence a person who suggests that the 

reason for the Mitzva of Shilu’ach Hakain (sending away a mother bird prior to the taking her 

young) is because Hashem is being merciful. Upon inquiring why such an idea demands 

silencing two reasons are offered. The first is because such an analysis of the Mitzva would be 

“Matil kinah bema’asai Beraishis” -” Insert jealousy in the Creation of the world”. Rashi 

suggests that Chazal are saying that if this were the true reason behind Hashem’s reason for 

this Mitzva, the other mother-creatures of the world would be most jealous that they were not 

offered similar mercy. This seems difficult, are animals going to hear this analysis that it will 

make them jealous?  Furthermore, is this analysis of Shilu’ach Hakain correct or not? If it is, 

then who cares if others get jealous? And if it isn’t correct, well, that alone should be enough 

of a reason to quieten a person. 

 With our above premise (that there is no jealousy possible in response to G-dly 

decisions) we can now suggest a different understanding of that Gemara. Matil kinah 

bema’asai Beraishis - The egregiousness of this man’s analysis is not the revelation of actual 

jealousy, but rather it is that he is injecting human common sense into Hashem’s domain. By 

doing so, whether he is right or wrong he is infecting that domain with everything else that is 

found with human understanding, and that would be a whole laundry-list of ugly character 

traits including jealousy. Leave Hashem’s domain alone, be it The Creation, His mitzvos. Don’t 

humanize it, because humans have a lot of baggage. 

 As for the many in history who have analyzed Hashem’s mitzvos, like the Sefer 

HaChinuch and the Moreh Nevuchim. Why aren’t their analyses considered verboten because 

they, too, are compromised with human frailty? The answer is that any analysis from our greats 

are made through the lens of Torah knowledge, knowledge that is imbued with a deep G-

dliness. This ensures that every piece of their reasoning is faithful to Hashem’s domain, and is 

not considered encroachment at all.  
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