
 
 

 

 
    
 
 
 
 

 
    Rabbi Avrohom Pam zt’l related the following story: 
    There was once a wealthy fellow who was searching for a worthy husband for 
his daughter. He wanted his son-in-law to be a scholar of note and of exemplary 
character. The man was offering to support his daughter and her husband 
comfortably so that his son-in-law would be able to apply himself to Torah study 
without any financial burdens or worries. 
    He traveled to one of the famous yeshivas and mentioned his proposition to the 
Rosh Yeshiva. The Rosh Yeshiva pointed out one boy who fit the criterion. The 
match was arranged and the young husband traveled to his father-in-law’s 
hometown for the wedding. As soon as the wedding and the festivities were 
completed, the young man began his new schedule of rigorous study. He arrived in 
the Bais Medrash before nine o’clock each morning and, aside for a half hour 

break for lunch, he would continue studying uninhibitedly with gusto until sevent thirty each evening.   
    The weeks passed and the man noticed that his son-in-law was slackening. He was coming later each morning, extending his 
lunch breaks, and leaving earlier each afternoon. One day he called his son-in-law into his office. “My dear son-in-law, what 
has happened recently? After the wedding you learned with such diligence and were so punctual. But now you seem to have lost 
much of your tenacity and devotion.” 
    The son-in-law replied, “Yes it is true that my learning is not on the same level as it was when I began. But you must 
understand, I am by far the most knowledgeable man in town. There is no one who learns anywhere near the amount that I do 
and no one possesses nearly the same magnitude of knowledge that I do. Is it so terrible if I relax my schedule a bit?” 
    The man shook his head sadly, “You have made a terrible mistake. I did not bring you to this town to be better than 
everyone else. This is merely a small town filled with simple folk. Your barometer must be the great scholars in the yeshiva 
which you came from. It is their extreme level of diligence and dedication that you must rival. You possess far greater 
capabilities than those in this town and your aspirations must reflect your capabilities. Don’t lower yourself by comparing 
yourself to those who are inferior to you.” 
    Rabbi Paysach Krohn utilizes this story to bring out a poignant idea. He relates that he was once driving along the highway on 
a hot summer’s day. The windows were closed and the air conditioning was on in his car and he was listening to a tape of a 
Torah lecture. When he arrived at the toll booth[1] and rolled down his window, he was immediately greeted with blaring 
music from a flaming red convertible in the booth next to him. The driver had a few earrings in his ear and was bouncing to the 
beat of his raucous music. Rabbi Krohn immediately felt a sense of pride, thinking about the glaring differences between 
himself and the other fellow. But then he recalled Rabbi Pam’s story. A Jew shouldn’t take pride in the fact that he is more 
dignified and noble than such an indecorous individual. There is simply no comparison. A Jew’s barometer should be other 
Torah Jews and great leaders. 
    Every morning a Jew begins his prayers with the Morning Blessings. Included in those blessings are the ‘Blessings of the 
Torah’. The first of the three blessings reads, “ דברי תורהקדשנו במצותיו וציונו לעסוק ב  אשר...'ברוך אתה ה  Blessed are you G-d… Who has 
sanctified us with His mitzvos and has commanded us to busy ourselves with the words of Torah.” 
    Rabbi Shimon Schwab zt’l explained that the vernacular “ יוקדשנו במצות אשר  - Who has sanctified us with His mitzvos” often 
used for blessings, is reserved for mitzvos that contain a physical act. The ‘sanctification’ mentioned in the blessing refers to 
the sanctification of the physical body. Despite the fact that the body emanates, and ultimately returns to, the earth, since 
during its lifetime it houses a holy soul, it becomes sanctified and elevated. 
    Even after the soul departs from the body, the Chevra Kaddisha (burial society) treats the physical frame with deference and 
dignity. The corporeal body of Jew becomes perpetually holy because it contains a holy soul. 
    It is for this reason that no blessing is recited on mitzvos that are performed primarily in one’s mind. For example, we do not 
recite a blessing, “ קדשנו במצותיו וציונו לקרות קריאת שמע אשר - Who has sanctified us with His mitzvos and has commanded us to read 
the Shema,” because the most important aspect of reciting Shema is the concentration one has while reciting the words[2]. 
The same is true regarding prayer. No blessing is recited prior to beginning to pray because the main aspect of prayer is 
accomplished in the mind and heart. 
    The mitzvah of Torah study however, does engender this form of blessing because an essential component of Torah study is 
verbalizing the words and teaching them to others. This is clearly expressed in the subsequent blessing, in which we pray that 
G-d make the Torah sweet, “in our mouths and in the mouths of Your people, Yisroel.” While it is essential that one understand 
what he is learning, it is equally essential that he verbalize the words. Being ‘busy’ with the words of Torah entails that we 
discuss it constantly. 
    In addition, the mishnah[3] lists forty-eight prerequisites for Torah study, many of which involve some measure of physical 
depravation, e.g. minimizing sleep, chatter, pleasure, business dealings, etc. It is often physically draining to apply one’s self 
to Torah study, especially early in the morning or after a long day’s work. Therefore, although Torah study is a spiritual 
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experience, it is unquestionably also a physical endeavor and the words, “ "אשרקדשנו במצותיו  are appropriate for the blessing 
recited prior to Torah study. 
    When Klal Yisroel arrived at Sinai they began to ready themselves for the seminal event of accepting the Torah. On the 
second day of Sivan[4]  G-d pledged to the nation, “And now if you will hearken to My Voice and you will guard My Covenant, 
and you will be for Me a Treasure from among the nations for the whole earth is Mine. And you will be for Me 
a Kingdom of Priests and aGoy Kadosh (a Holy Nation)…”[5] 
    What is the meaning of “Goy Kadosh”? What is the meaning of the term “Goy”, and how does a “Goy” differ from a “Goy 
Kadosh”? 
    Rabbi Shalom Ziskind z’l[6] explained that, contrary to popular belief, the title “goy” - which literally means “nation” - is 
not a pejorative. Rabbi Samson Rafael Hirsch explains that the word “goy” is related to the word “g’viyah” which means ‘the 
physical body’[7]. 
    A human being is composed of two diametric factions that are constantly at odds, his celestial soul and his corporeal body. 
The fact that a human being lives on this earth is indicative of the fact that he is primarily a physical being. Although he 
possesses a Divine Spark, he is driven and governed by his physical needs, and they dictate how he lives his life. 
    A Jew however, must view himself in a different light. It is true that he is living in a corporeal world replete with material 
temptations and pleasures, but he has a mission. A Jew lives with an ulterior purpose, i.e. to promulgate G-d’s Word and to 
sanctify his own soul. While it is undeniable that even a Jew lives his life in a physically-dominated world[8], a Jew views the 
entire physical world as a means to achieve a higher purpose. Thus a Jew is not merely a “goy” but he is a “goy kadosh”, a 
physical entity, albeit driven by holiness and the desire to connect with his innate divinity.      
This idea is expressed in the תניא, where he writes thatone must strive to ensure that his moach (brain, rationale) dominates 
his lev (heart, emotions), and not vice versa. That is the defining factor of a Jew who is a member of goy kadosh – a physical 
being who pines for holiness. 
    With regard to holiness, G-d is described as קדוש קדוש קדוש"  – Holy! Holy! Holy”. The term ‘holy’ is used three times - not to 
denote holier, more saintly, or more sanctimonious. Instead “kadosh” signifies that G-d is different. He is in a category all by 
Himself. We do not say that G-d is greater than an angel, or that G-d is greater than the greatest of human beings. That would 
be like saying an elephant is greater than the color green. There is no comparison because they are entirely different entities. 
That standard of separation and uniqueness is what G-d wants the Jewish People to emulate when He commands us to be a 
unique entity as a “goy kadosh”. G-d expects of us on one hand, to be a “goy”, physical being, and yet in the same breath, He 
demands us to be “kadosh”. Even in our physicality, we, like G-d, are completely different than anything else in the world. 
    At times, the distinction between a goy and goy kadosh can be subtle and imperceptible to the untrained eye. Although 
there surely are myriad blatant differences, the core differences are internal and hidden from view. A member of goy 
kadosh has a drastically different mindset which leads to a difference in purpose. 
At the conclusion of the Torah’s discussion about the differences between kosher and non-kosher animals, the Torah 
summarizes by saying, “To separate between the impure and the pure, and between the animal which is edible and the animal 
which is not edible”.[9] 
    Rashi comments, “Did the verse need to differentiate for us between a donkey and the ox? Isn’t it already explicit? Rather, 
this verse is coming to differentiate between what would be impure to us and what would be pure. That is, between [an 
animal] whose wind-pipe has been cut through half way, making it invalid, and who had the greater part cut through, making it 
kosher and pure.” 
    There is a very thin line[10] that separates pure from impure, a hairsbreadth difference between a windpipe sufficiently cut 
or not. A miniscule point can determine whether something is permitted or not. It is not between ox and donkey that we need 
to differentiate, but within the ox itself! 
Similarly, it is not between man and beast that we need to differentiate because those differences are fairly obvious. It is the 
differences between goy and goy kadosh that we need to accentuate.  
    The Ponovezher Rav once asked the following question: In Tehillim King David prays that G-d spare him from the heathen 
nations who are compared to raging waters. “שלח ידך ממרום פצני והצילני ממים רבים מיד בני נכר - Stretch out your hands from above; 
snatch me, and rescue me from raging waters and from foreigner’s hands.”[11] In Ovadiah the Jewish People are compared to 
fire. “The house of Yaakov shall be a fire, and the house of Yosef a flame, and the house of Esau for stubble, and they shall 
kindle them, and consume them; and there shall not be any remains of the house of Esau; for G-d has spoken.”[12] 
    In the normal course of events, water extinguishes fire. Is it possible that the Scriptures offer an analogy which implies that 
the nations, which are compared to water, can destroy and extinguish us, who are compared to fire? 
The Ponevezher Rav answered that water extinguishes fire only if there is nothing separating them. However, if there is a 
separation between the fire and the water, such as a pot of water atop a flame, then, not only will the water not overcome the 
fire, but the fire will heat the water. 
    When Klal Yisroel forgets its uniqueness and tries to mingle with the “goyim”, then the goyim can overpower and extinguish 
us, G-d forbid. But when we maintain our identity and remain steadfast to our mission, we raise the entire world up with us.   
    When all is said and done, it is our unyielding devotion to Torah as well as our resolute and uncompromising commitment to 
hold its banner aloft that has preserved us as a Nation. The goy kadosh has withstood all the tempests that have sought to 
ravage it until now, and will continue to do so for all of eternity. “וחיי עולם נטע בתוכנו - And eternal life He has planted within 
us[13].” 
    “Who has sanctified us with… the words of Torah” 
    “A Kingdom of Priests and a Holy Nation”                                                                                                  (By R’ Dani Staum) 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
[1] this was during the pre E-Z pass era, [2] If one does not know the meaning of the first verse of Shema when he recites it, he has not fulfilled his obligation., [3] Avos 6:6, 
[4] The Torah was given on the seventh day of Sivan, [5] Shemos 19:5, [6] in his beautiful book, “Surviving Galus” (exile), [7] For example, at the conclusion of the Adon 
Olam prayer it says, “ועם רוחי גויתי – And with my spirit, my body”, [8] In the words of a Rebbe of mine, “In this world the body has home-court advantage”, [9] Vayikra 11:47, 
[10] At times it is literally a thin line, [11] 144:7, [12] 1:18, [13] From the Uva L’tzion prayer recited each morning 



  





 
    HASHEM spoke to 
Moses and Aaron saying: 
The Children of Israel 
shall encamp, each man 
by his division, with 
the flag staffs of their 
fathers’ house; some 
distance from the Tent 
of Meeting they shall 
encamp. (Bamidbar 2:1) 
With the flag staffs: 
Every division shall have 
its own flag staff, with 
a colored flag hanging 
on it; the color of one 
being different from the 
color of any other. 
(Rashi) 
    Every division shall 
have its own flag staff, 
with a colored flag 

hanging on it; the color of one being different from the color of any other.Every division shall have its own flag 
staff, with a colored flag hanging on it; the color of one being different from the color of any other.Every 
division shall have its own flag staff, with a colored flag hanging on it; the color of one being different from the 
color of any other.Here is the ideal formation of all the tribes as they are configured by HASHEM in the desert. 
Every individual was included as part of a group that had its own distinct flag and color according to their 
family. Hmmmm! What current lesson can we glean from this ancient mandate? 
Every family and individual is gifted with different strengths and challenges. Therefore even if everyone is 
keeping the same Shabbos Holy, the flavor of their table and every person around that table also varies. How 
can that personal touch be emphasized and encouraged? 
    Here are a few activities that have worked wonderfully at our Shabbos table almost every week and we do 
not get bored. On Friday nights we go around the table with the same question. “What did you do this week 
that gave you the greatest feeling of accomplishment?” At first when we started this, admittedly, people 
wanted to run away rather than answer. Now, they can’t wait for their chance. Somebody got up early and 
studied. Someone helped a friend. One week we had three guests and one said he had a nice conversation with 
his mother. Another said all of Tehillim each day and another made it twice to Shacharis that week. One of our 
children got an 80% on a math test, claiming it was hard for her and she thought she would fail. One washed a 
large pile of dishes in preparation for Shabbos. Somebody forgave a friend and somebody else ignored an insult. 
Every pronouncement is met by a bouncy song to applaud and highlight the feeling of accomplishment. 
    We came to realize a few important and personal truths in this pastime. People usually feel good about doing 
something that was hard for them to do or something they did for someone else. Each person reveals a small 
part of their personal struggle in declaring their individual victory. They learn over time to look forward to 
doing challenging things and feeling better later and they learn how to reward themselves and feel good about 
things that are unique to their situation rather than to aim only for generic goals that general society gives 
recognition to. These discussions can last quite a long time and everyone feels heard and rewarded in the 
process. 
    On Shabbos day we play “The Gratitude Game”. Rather than lecture about being grateful and feeling good 
about what we have, we play a fun game. I start, “I am grateful for something that starts with the letter “G”” 
(for example). Suddenly people start to guess items and categories that zero in on thing I have in my mind. 
Whoever gets it has the chance to state, “I am grateful for something that starts with the letter…” 
    Everyone should be ready with something that they feel grateful for and turns can be shared or given away 
to help include those who feel left out or overmatched. Eventually, people of all ages are getting into it. It 
makes the Shabbat table a fun and interesting place to be, besides quietly teaching us to feel good about the 
details in our lives. 
    The combo of these two activities helps us reflect on the two important questions: 1) What are we doing to 
improve our state of being? 2) How grateful are we for what HASHEM is doing for us? 

(By R’ Label Lam) 
 



    This week we begin the book of 
Numbers. Actually, the first 
portion, Bamidbar, begins with a 
discussion of numbers. Moshe was 
told to count the Jewish nation. 
“Take a census of the entire 
assembly of the Children of Israel 
according to their families, 
according to their fathers’ 
household, by number of the 
names, every male according to 
their head count. From twenty 
years of age and up — everyone 
who goes out to the legion in 
Israel — you shall count them 
according to their legions, you and 
Aaron.” (Numbers 1:2-3). This 

count included every tribe except that of Levi. They were reserved for a separate count. And 
their count was not of men ages twenty and up. It began with a much younger crew. “Hashem 
spoke to Moses in the Wilderness of Sinai, saying. “Count the sons of Levi according to their 
fathers’ household, according to their families, every male from one month of age and up shall 
you count them” (Numbers 3:14-15). 
    The question is obvious. Why did the infants, one month and above, get counted? Why were 
the tiny babies included the count? Why were the infant Levites counted and not the infants of 
the other tribes? The Torah also differentiates between this Levite count and the rest of the 
nation. “The leader of the Levite leaders was Elazar, the son of Aaron the Kohen, the assignment 
of the guardians of the charge of the sanctity” (ibid v. 32). This was not a count for legions. It 
was a count to assign the guardians in charge of sanctity. Does that start at thirty-days-old? Not 
long after my father, Rabbi Benjamin Kamenetzky, founded the Yeshiva of South Shore, back in 
the late 1950s, he invited his illustrious father Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky, of blessed memory, to 
visit the school. After an impressive tour, in which he interviewed teachers and tested the 
students of the fledgling institution, my father showed him the pre-school program, which 
imbued the youngest children with a love for Judaism. On the portal of the classroom, there was 
a colorful mezuzah. Normally a mezuzah is supposed to be placed at the bottom of the top third 
of the doorpost. This one was not. It was placed lower – at the bottom third of the doorpost. The 
teachers explained to both my father and grandfather the reasoning for the downward 
adjustment. “This way, the children will be able to reach the mezuzah, and kiss it.” My 
grandfather smiled. “We must not lower the mezuzah, for the children to kiss it. Instead, we 
must raise the child, to reach the mezuzah at its proper level. What we must do is put a stepstool 
in order for the children to reach higher — to the proper level of the mezuzah! Raise the child at 
an early age to reach the height of the mitzvah, instead of lowering the mitzvah to the child!” 
    The difference between the counting of the Levites and the rest of the nation is very clear. 
The nation was, as a whole, counted “according to their legions,” the Levites were counted for 
their job of “guardians of the charge of the sanctity.” Though legions are counted at a fighting 
age, our children, guardians of the sanctity of our nation, must be counted as early as possible. 
The tribe of Levi represents our leadership. “Today,” says Maimonides, “everyone who accepts 
Torah leadership is considered an integral member of tribe of Levi!” For that mission, no child is 
too young! Charged with the mission of guarding the sanctuary and preserving the spirituality of 
the nation, we must lift the heads of our children, imbuing them with finite goals and 
responsibilities, from their very first moments of cognizance. We must raise them to the greatest 
height of spirituality at the earliest age. Even if we need a stepstool! 

(By R’ Mordechai Kamenetsky) 



    Moshe received the Torah from Sinai 
and gave it over to Joshua and Joshua 
to the Elders and the Elders to the 
Prophets and the Prophets gave it over 
to the Men of the Great Assembly and 
they said three things: 1) Be deliberate 
in making judgments 2) Stand up many 
students and 3) Make a fence for the 
Torah. (Avos 1:1) 
    Why does Pirke Avos begin with a 
seeming history lesson? Is it not a body 
of Rabbinic work dedicated entirely to 
ethics? Where in the “history lesson” is 
the ethical teaching? That question 
troubled me for years me until I found 
the following true story. 
    A young man’s father passed away. 
He wished to step into those vacant 
shoes and manage the family business to provide for his widowed mother. To competitors his 
naiveté spelled too big of an opportunity and by the time he figured out what should he have 
been doing it was too late. He had lost what his father had spent a lifetime building up. He sat in 
his office broken, not knowing how he would face his mother. A knock came at the door. A man 
entered and placed an envelope on the table. The young man counted there $50,000.00. 
Tempted but still proud he pushed the envelope away. He would not accept charity. The man 
offered again claiming it was a loan, but once again the boy repelled the generous offer due to a 
lack of collateral to secure the loan. The man waived the need for collateral and the young man 
could no longer resist. 
    Having learned some hard won lessons he revived the business and within a short time it 
surpassed his wildest expectations. Now, with great ease he skimmed off $50,000.00, placed it in 
an envelope and at the man’s office proudly placed the envelope before him. The man refused to 
accept it even though he acknowledged that it was a loan. 
    The young fellow was completely confounded but the man explained: “Years ago I was running 
a major business. Many institutions and individuals were reliant upon its success. Foolishly, I 
made a hasty decision and stretched beyond my means and in one fell swoop I risked and fumbled 
my entire enterprise. At the moment of terrible realization I was so broken. Then a knock came 
on the door and a stranger entered. He offered me $50,000.00. I told him that I was not a taker 
of charity. He told that it was a loan. I told him that I had no collateral. He said he was willing 
take the risk. Then he instructed me that when I could pay back the loan I should not return it to 
him but rather I should pass it on to someone else. The day I repaid my loan was the day I 
knocked on your door. Now, I’m asking you to do the same.” 
    Now we can appreciate that what Moshe received, the Torah, was not for him alone. He taught 
the entire Jewish People for 40 years and passed it to Joshua who settled everyone in the Holy 
Land before handing it off to the next pair of responsible hands, the Elders, and they to the 
Prophets and then the Men of the Great Assembly who taught us how to preserve it and continue. 
1) Be deliberate in making the big decisions that have far reaching consequences, like where you 
live – who you marry – and where you send your kids to school etc. 2) Have many students-
children and as much influence as possible. Build up the family business! 3) Make a fence for the 
Torah. Pass on a -“Torah from Sinai”- gold standard, as it was received 3319 years ago undiluted. 
With compounding interest on sweat, blood, tears, and tuition over the course of 3319 years the 
Torah is inestimably greater than any mere $50,000.00. To build up our family business and pass 
it on is our ethical obligation and not just a history lesson. 

(By R’ Label Lam)



 

 


