
 
ויקהל פרשת  

Week #42 

Warming Food on Shabbos 
 

1) What is the proper method of warming up food on a hot plate / blech 
on Shabbos? 

As long as the food is dry and solid (such as Challah without frost, kugel, chicken 
without gravy), one may warm it up on top of a pot or crock-pot that contains food.  
One may leave it near the oven as well. Placing the food on top of an empty utensil 
such as an overturned foil pan on a blech or hot-plate is a Machlokes among the 
Poskim, and it is therefore better to find an alternate solution. Frost on Challah may 
not be removed.  

However, raw items or items with liquid/frost may not be placed in a location where 
they can reach 110F even if one intends to remove the item before that temperature 
is reached1.    - בישול -  

Additionally, liquids that will melt or solidified gravy that will liquefy may not be 
placed in any location where they will become liquid even if they will not reach 110F. 
Food that is being warmed should not be completely wrapped in aluminum foil with 
the intention of insulating it.  Wrapping for other purposes is permitted2. 
  

2) What is the Halacha if food was placed directly on a blech above the 
fire on Shabbos, but this was done unintentionally or in error? 

If additional cooking took place, it is forbidden for the household to benefit from the 
food.  If no additional cooking took place and the food was merely heated, it is 
forbidden to benefit from the food while it is still hot.  There is a dispute among the 
Poskim whether benefit is permitted once the food has cooled.  

 
3) Is it permissible to pour hot water or soup into a thermos? 

Yes, it is permissible to pour hot water or soup into a thermos.  
  

4) Is it permissible to leave kugel in the crockpot from before Shabbos? 

Yes, it is permissible3.  
                                                           
1 As Chazal were concerned one may forget to remove it before it reaches yad soledes. 
2 This applies to Erev Shabbos as well, since insulating in a way that adds heat is prohibited 

even from before Shabbos. However, insulating that merely retains heat is only prohibited 
on Shabbos. 

3  This is permitted and not considered Hatmana B’davar Ha’mosif Hevel (which is assur) 
since there is no intention of hatmana by keeping the kugel insulated by the cholent. 

 
סי' רנ"ג ס"ה וביה"ל לעיל שם בד"ה ויזהר, סי' שי"ח ס"ז ובמ"ב שם וסעיפים י"ד ט"ו ט"ז, מאור  א.

עי' ביה"ל סי' רנ"ג ס"ה ד"ה להחם וחזו"א סי'  ב.  השבת ח"א מכתבי הגרשז"א מכתב ט' אות י'.  
 עי' שש"כ פ"א סע' פ"ז מהגרשז"א. ד. אג"מ או"ח ח"א סי' צ"ה.    ג.  ל"ז ס"ק כ"ז.  

 


