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THE DIFFERENCE IS AFTER 
By Rabbi Dov Keilson                                                
     

Question: What is the integral difference be-

tween a celebration that is filled with spiritual 

content, to one that is just ‘fun’? Answer: A lot 

of differences to say the least; but as the title 

portrays- the biggest difference is after. Surely 

these words need elaboration and hopefully 

after reading these paragraphs the point will be 

understood Bezras Hashem. 

It is amazing to note what the words are that 

the Rama finishes Hilchos Purim with (and for 

that matter all of the Halachos in Orach Cha-

yim- and all the Halachos of the six volumes of 

Mishna Berura): “vitov Lev Mishta Tumid”; “a 

good heart parties always.” What is the depth 

behind this Posuk from Mishlei that the Rama 

specifically ends with? 

On a tape entitled “Purim Forever,” Rav Mil-

ler Zt’l explains as follows. What makes a Yom 

Tov unique is that Yom Tov is filled with true 

joy does which does not end with the Neilas 

Hachag; quite the contrary- a Yom Tov of Klal 

Yisroel is meant to continue long after the 

morning after. For that is the integral difference 

between spiritual joy to that of physicality. 

While good times of a physical nature are 

enjoyable during the time that they are being 

experienced, such pleasure is temporal alone; 

once the lights and music conclude and the 

person leaves the room of noise and ‘fun’ into 

the dark and cold street, the fun has ended. He 

might have some positive memories to look 

back on, but the experience of joy is over. 

On the other hand, when it comes to a joy 

that is filled with spiritual content; the conclu-

sion of such an experience is far from the end. 

The spiritual achievements and effects of that  

 

joy and elevation will continue to be with the 

person forever and ever. Thus the Rama teaches 

us; Purim essentially might be over, but the 

good mind, the one who internalized all that 

Purim meant to him- will have Purim Forever…   

This most important difference can be seen 

very clearly in the difference of the Berachos 

we make before and after physical or spiritual 

pursuits. The Vilna Gaon writes that it is clear 

from the Gemara in Meseches Berachos that 

when it comes to eating it is more logical to 

make a blessing before one eats, while when it 

comes to learning it is more logical to make a 

Beracha after one learns. Why? The Gaon 

explains: With regards to eating, the main 

enjoyment is specifically before one eats, for it 

is then that one feels the satisfaction of knowing 

that his great appetite and hunger will be satiat-

ed. After one finishes eating, he has the satisfac-

tion of being full, but does not enjoy the food 

anymore. By Torah it is just the opposite: 

Before one learns he has the great test of actual-

ly pushing himself to learn for he does not feel 

the enjoyment yet. However, after he begins to 

learn, he starts to feel the indescribable sweet-

ness of Hashem’s Torah- that unbelievable 

enjoyment will continue to last long after the 

person finished. 

The Chidushei Harim explains that the rea-

son why we say in davening “moadim 

l’simcha” (holidays for joy) as opposed to 

“moadim shel simcha” (holidays of joy), is 

because the yamim tovim are not just meant for 

us to experience joy during the yom tov, but for 

us to take the joy with us long after the yom tov 

ends. BSD 

   
 

 

 




