
FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALK 
Continuing the Legacy of Rabbi Dovid Winiarz of blessed memory 

 

Pikudei 5776 

 

 

From the Book of Shmos (Exodus) 38:21-40:38: 

It is truly amazing that the Torah devoted hundreds of verses detailing the Tabernacle’s 

construction and then proceeds to repeat the details in their entirety in this week’s portion, Pikudei. 

Question:  How are we to understand the Torah’s repeating the details of the construction of the 

Tabernacle numerous times? 

Answer:  Imagine a businessman is working on a large deal. He writes up a basic contract then 

stays up the whole night reworking it again and again until it is absolutely perfect – after all, a great 

deal of money is at stake.  

Similarly, a fine cabinetmaker carefully chooses his materials 

and then measures and re-measures before making the cuts 

to produce the lengths of hardwood he needs.  

The businessman and the cabinetmaker are not diagnosed as 

obsessive-compulsive – on the contrary, they are considered 

prudent, patient and exacting; people we can admire and 

learn from. 

By repeating in detail the construction of the Tabernacle, G-d 

sets the standard of how we, His people, should look at, and 

think of, Torah and Mitzvah observance. They are to be 

thought of in the same way a successful businessman looks 

at a large business deal. Even if he has done this level of deal 

numerous times before, nevertheless he painstakingly 

reviews each aspect of it again and again. 

May we merit working as diligently and meticulously on Torah and Mitzvot as we do with regard to 

our business and employment endeavors. Have a wonderful Shabbos! 

 

 

The Gemara in Nedarim (40a) relates that R’ Akiva visited a sick student.  While there, he swept and cleaned 
the floor.  The student recovered and lived because of this.  After that, R’ Akiva said, whoever does not visit the 
sick is as if he sheds blood. 

So how does R’ Akiva define “bikur cholim,” visiting the sick?  Rashi tells us, “Those who visit the sick attend 
to all their needs.”  Yes, even mopping the floor.  It’s not beneath you.  It is a mitzvah, high above you, but well 
within your reach. 

As a teenager, when R’ Zalman Sorotzkin visited the Chofetz Chaim, he could not bear to see the elderly sage 
making up the bed for his guest (young Zalman) and insisted on doing it himself.   

The next morning, the Chofetz Chaim said to him, “Zalman, may I put on Tefillin on your behalf?”  The point 
was clear, each mitzvah is precious and to be carried out on one’s own.  No mitzvah is beneath one’s dignity. 

Parshas Pikudei is replete with references to doing things as HaShem commanded. Every mitzvah is an 
opportunity to follow G-d’s will and do what only you can do. 
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Remember the guy that gave up? Neither does anyone else. 



 

“These are the accountings of the Mishkan which were performed at Moshe's behest.” 
 

HaShem never required Moshe to give an accounting to the people of how their monies were used. Rather, Moshe 
took it upon himself to explain where the monies went in case there would ever be a question of impropriety. 

Despite this, the commentaries point out that he did not render a full accounting. For example, the uses of the gold 
were not enumerated, while the uses of the silver half-shekel and the donated copper were detailed.   

Rabbi Yonason Eybschutz says that this is because the gold was 
given voluntarily and its donors would not question what Moshe did 
with it.  The silver Shekels, on the other hand, were an obligatory 
tax and those people would want to know what happened to their 
contributions. 

The problem with this is that it does not explain why the uses of the 
copper were also enumerated, since it was not obligatory and was a 
free-will donation.  Further, it seems strange to assume that 
anybody would accuse Moshe of impropriety even if what they gave 
was mandatory.   

Moshe was not alone in the construction of the Mishkan; there were many others involved as well.  In fact, Betzalel 
and Ohaliav may have had more say on a daily basis about what was done and how. Besides, Moshe was the 
acknowledged leader of the Jewish Nation and should have been considered above reproach.  There must be a 
deeper reasoning behind this process. 

You see, the people who gave of their gold gave it because they believed in Hashem and His servant Moshe.  They 
were happy to be a part of building the House of the L-rd.  They would not question where their money went any 
more than a shareholder questions how Apple or Google spend the money they paid for shares of the stock.   

The people who gave the silver Shekels, though, did not really understand why they had to participate, and so 
needed to see their money "in action," as it were.  It is quite possible that many of those who donated copper were 
also unsure, and very likely just wanted to come off appearing generous by donating something voluntarily so they 
could say they participated.   

These people had no lofty intentions, and would not trust Moshe until they saw with their own eyes what they had 
contributed.  On the other hand, those who had contributed more precious items like gold had faith that Hashem 
would make sure their donation was used for the most fitting objects. 

Sadly, we have not evolved much since those days.  We still often expect to get something in return.  We reckon 
exactly what we've "given" to G-d and how much of a return on investment we should expect.  This is a grave error.  
We cannot "give" anything to Hashem because everything is His.  The fact that He accepts our offerings is the best 
return we could ever hope for.  Just as the pure of heart gave whatever they could for the glory of G-d, so should we 
live everyday - hoping to serve Him in whatever way He sees fit. 

Now You Know!Now You Know!Now You Know!Now You Know!    

Each plank in the walls of the Mishkan had two pegs on the 
bottom.  These pegs fit into the adanim, a pair of silver 
sockets for each plank.  The Chasam Sofer says that these 
planks are symbolic of Man, who stands on two legs.   

Beneath him are two silver sockets representing his two 
inclinations, his “good” yetzer tov and his “evil” yetzrer hara. 
Man’s goal is to be a master over both of these forces, using 
them both to serve HaShem. 

These sockets were made of the silver given in the form of the 
machtzis ha-shekel, the half-shekel each person gave when 
the Jews were counted.  It is quite fitting that this was the 
purpose for which this donation was used.   

Just as a person has two inclinations pushing him in opposite directions and he must choose which way he 
follows, money can be a tool for extreme good or extreme evil.  It is up to a person to ensure he does what 
is right with his money and be a master over it, rather than the other way around. 

 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

 

 


