
 זכור ושמור בדבור אחד נאמרו

 

 

The Levush writes that on Shabbos we can attain higher 
levels of wisdom as it is a day especially designated for this 
purpose.  Therefore, we should seek ways to increase the 
amount of Torah that we discuss on this holy day. 

 גוט שבת
ms 

We hope that these Divrei Torah, which are 
designed especially for use during the seudos, 
will בע״ה enhance your Shabbos and may they 

hasten refuos and yeshuos to all who need.  
 

To subscribe or unsubscribe please send an 
email to: 

shemetz.taher@gmail.com 
 

Dedications are now available in the 
forthcoming book of divrei Torah.  Please email 

for details 
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ֶכםִַהיֹוםק ֱִאֹל      [4:4] יםִכֻּלְּ יֶכםִַחי  יםִַבד‘  ֵבק  ַאֶתםִַהדְּ  וְּ
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

This is the teaching that Moshe placed before the Children of Israel 

This possuk and the three preceding it seem to be somewhat out of place and do not have an obvious correlation with the 

topics that appear either before or after.  Pesukim 41 to 43 describe a much later period in time, when the people will have 

already crossed the Jordan under the leadership of Yehoshua.  Therefore, at this point, Moshe can do no more than verbally 

designate the cities of refuge as he is not geographically close to any of them and there is no accompanying physical act of 

assignment.  The obvious question is why this narrative is inserted here.  The Kli Yokor interprets the intention of the Torah 

as being to instruct us in an important fundamental.  When one has the opportunity to initiate or prepare for a mitzvah, even 

if it will only reach fruition at a much later point in time, one should not allow the moment to pass without action. … page 2 

 

But you who have clung to Hashem your G-d are alive, every one of you this day 
This is a well-known possuk that features in our davening as part of the introduction to 

krias ha’Torah.  In our parshah, the possuk appears in contradistinction to the preceding 

possuk, which describes how Hashem has rooted out all those who were enticed by the 

truly repulsive, idolatrous cult of ba’al pe’or.  Why then does the Torah employ a vov, 

which serves as an adjunctive prefix, to introduce the declaratory statement of life for 

those who have clung to Hashem?  The sefer Toras Shimon of the Yoruslaver Rebbe 

ztvk’’l offers a beautiful idea from which we can all learn.  The Rebbe says that the vov 

hints at the vital attribute of humility.  The implication is that if we can conduct ourselves 

like the vov, humbly supporting each other in friendship and unity, then we will merit to 

cling to Hashem.  He draws on the possuk in Yeshayohu [57:15], morom ve’kodosh 

eshkon, ve’es dako u’shefal ruach – I dwell on high and in a holy place, but with him also 

who is of a humble and contrite spirit.  The benefits of being humble are widely 

underestimated.  A major fillip derived from humility is that it makes a person happy.  

When a person simply does not feel that he is owed any honour or luxuries, his receiving 

none will not cause him to feel sad or downhearted (or, worse, upset at being slighted 

in some way.  Humility also promotes a high level of positive interaction with other 

people, because the humble person never considers himself better or greater than 

anyone else.  This elucidation of the vov fits well with Rashi’s comment [Devorim 33:6] 

that Moshe’s last resting place was deliberately situated facing beis pe’or so that, as the 

humblest of all men, he might inspire atonement for the sins associated with Pe’or. 

 

 Issue No: 286 

זֹאתִַהתֹוָרהֲִאֶׁשר־ָׂשםִ      [4:44] ָרֵאלוְּ ׂשְּ ֵניִי  ֵניִבְּ פְּ ֹמֶׁשהִל   
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…for it is your wisdom and discernment in the eyes of the 
nations … 

This, says Rav Shimshon Pincus, is a reference to the mitzvah 

of calculating the calendar based on the moon. Rashi explains 

that if we do it correctly, the nations will consider us wise.  

Conversely, if we make mistakes they will consider us to be 

fools.  Why is how we appear in the eyes of the world of such 

critical concern?  Rav Pincus elucidates how the nations of the 

world are compared to the sun, which intrinsically emits rays 

of light.  Each of the nations has a dominant strength or ray of 

light that characterises its people.  Klal Yisroel, however, is 

compared to the moon.  The moon does not generate any of 

its own light; rather it only reflects the light of the sun.  Rav 

Pincus illustrates this with a moshol (parable) about a home 

filled with many different household items.  For example, there 

is a table that has a specific function.  Similarly, beds, chairs, 

crockery and cutlery all have specific functions.  A mirror, on 

the other hand, has no inherent function.  It can look beautiful 

by reflecting the right things or it can seem quite bare, when it 

is dark and reflects only the darkness.  Klal Yisroel only shine 

when we reflect the light of Hashem.  If we keep the Torah, we 

are able to reflect a brilliant light and, consequently, we will be 

respected by the other nations.  However, if we choose the 

path of darkness, neglecting our holy responsibilities, then we 

will be totally devoid of light and be considered fools living in 

the dark. 

 

השבת-ישראל את-ושמרו בני  

השבת-לעשות את  
 

This week's haftoroh is the first of seven 
consecutive haftoros that we read from Yishayo, 
dealing with the nechomo (consolation) after the 

churban (destruction of the Temple) as well as the 
ultimate geuloh (redemption).  While this week's 

haftoroh is naturally appropriate for the Shabbos after 
Tisha B'Av, there is also a strong connection to the 

parshah.  The letters of the word שמע are an acronym 
for שאוִמרוםִעיניכם - lift your eyes to Heaven, as 

Yeshayo tells us so that we may see who created all.  
This is the lesson of שמע.  Looking around this world, 
some things make sense to us and some do not.  Yet, 

if we look to שמים and understand that Hashem 
elokeinu Hashem echod, there is a Creator who 

made everything and is the cause of all 
events; that He is the only power from 

the beginning of time to the end of 
time, then all our questions 

will dissipate. 
Kadmoinim 

 

… Just as an elderly farmer plants and tends to 

new saplings, not for his own benefit, but for the 

benefit of his grandchildren and later 

descendants, so too Moshe was declaring the 

cities of refuge in preparation for the time in the 

future when they would function in actuality.  We 

can learn the same lesson from Dovid haMelech, 

who accumulated a sizeable quantity of materials 

for the First Beis haMikdash, in the full knowledge 

that the great edifice would only be completed by 

his son, Shlomo haMelech.  Through this principle 

we can interpret possuk 44 as meaning that this 

Torah, that is, this essential lesson in Jewish living, 

is that which Moshe placed before the 

people.  We are familiar with the axiom of mitzvoh 

habo'o beyodo al tachmitzeno - do not squander a 

mitzvah opportunity that presents itself.  The Kli 

Yokor's elucidation of our pesukim constructs an 

extension of this concept to include mitzvos that 

one will not have the opportunity to accomplish in 

full, but the benefit and legacy of which can be 

bequeathed to one's progeny.  With this notion in 

mind, may we increase our mitzvos in order to be 

zoche (merit) the rebuilding of the Beis haMikdash 

bimheiro beyomeinu אכי"ר. 

 

 

 

Continued from page 1 

ֵעיֵניִ              [4:6]  ֶכםִלְּ יַנתְּ ֶכםִּוב  ַמתְּ ואִָחכְּ יִה  כ 
יםִ  ָהַעּמ 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 


