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Now You Know 
Eisav hated Yaakov with a passion, 

yet, when they met, he kissed him.  
What happened? 

Yaakov used a psychological tactic.  
He kept sending Eisav gifts with a 
message that “Yaakov is coming 

soon.”  Each time Eisav heard the 
name Yaakov, he was angry, but a 
little less each time.  In fact, by the 

time it was finished he was anxious to 
see Yaakov. 

Similarly, when Dina was kidnaped by 
Shechem, Chamor, his father was 
unnerved that Yaakov didn’t 
comment.  He went to speak to him. 

The Torah doesn’t tell us what he said 
to Yaakov before his sons came 
home, but perhaps, Chamor was 
simply using the same tactic that 

familiarity can cause a reduction in 
aversion to something. It didn’t 
matter what he said, as long as he 
was talking to Yaakov. 

It is like eating a food one doesn’t like 

or listening to music he doesn’t enjoy.  
After a time, the familiarity creates a 
connection. 

In life too, if one consciously repeats 
mitzvos, they will become natural. If 

he chooses to repeat sins, those will 
also come easier. 

By making good choices and 
repeating them time after time, we will 

grow to love our new good behavior 
and we will become different people 
by virtue of our desire to change. 

Thought of the week: 
Success is the ability to go 
from one failure to another 
with no loss of enthusiasm.  

– Sir Winston Churchill 

 (HK:BL TYwARB) „.RXwH TWLE DE WME wYA QBAYW WDBL BQEY RTWYW‰ 
And Yaakov was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until the break of dawn.(32:25) 

Having moved his family across the river to be safe from the onslaught of his brother Eisav, 
Yaakov returned alone to retrieve some small vessels (according to some, this would later 
be the jug of oil found at the time of the Chanukah miracle!)  While doing so, he 
encountered an angel which Chazal tell us was the Ministering Angel of Eisav. 

The two began to fight, kicking up dust as they wrestled to and fro, each trying to control 
his opponent.  They passed the night this way until the break of dawn when the angel had 
to leave to sing HaShem’s praise.  Yaakov would not let the angel go until he gave Yaakov 
a blessing. 

This match symbolizes the daily struggle of the Evil Inclination to get each of us to sin.  Just 
as Yaakov was alone, so too, no one can fight the battle for us.  It is up to us alone to 
change ourselves and no one can force us to be good and overpower our Yetzer Hara.  
Indeed, if not for the fact that HaShem gives us the power to stand up to him, the Yetzer 
Hara, HaShem’s messenger sent to test us and strengthen our resolve, would win every 
time.  However, as we see from Yaakov, we can fend him off. 

The battle raged until daybreak. This represents the end of a person’s life, when everything 
is illuminated by the truth of HaShem.  The lights in the theater come up and all the props 
become visible and apparent.  It is at that point that there is no more struggle, just a review 
of how well we performed. 

It is noteworthy, though, that the Torah doesn’t give us a “blow-by-blow” report of each time 
Yaakov overpowered the angel or the angel overpowered Yaakov.  Undoubtedly, over the 
course of the night, each was in a dominant position at various times, and in a subordinate 
one at others.  Yet, the Torah groups all of these together into “they wrestled until 
daybreak.”  This is very important. 

As we said, this battle represents the battle we fight with our Evil Inclinations.  At times, we 
will get the upper hand, and at other times he will have it.  Sometimes we will succeed, and 
sometimes we will fail.   

However, we must not rest on the laurels of our victories nor give up when we are 
defeated.  This is a match that will continue so long as HaShem gives us life.  Even if today 
we are brought low, tomorrow, or even later today, we can get up again, dust ourselves off, 
and put the Yetzer Hara in his place. 

This is the lesson of Yaakov’s battle with the angel of Eisav.  Don’t be content to live in this 
world without seeking spirituality like Eisav, and never feel you’ve been dragged down and 
beaten.  We are Yisrael, who grapple with angels and men, and are capable.  Let’s keep 
fighting the good fight. 

On May 29, 1953, Sir Edmund Hillary became the first man to climb Mount Everest.  It wasn’t 
easy, and in his book, High Adventure, we learn that Hillary had to grow into this success. 

In 1952, he attempted to climb Mount Everest but failed. A few weeks later a group in England 
asked him to address its members.  Hillary walked on stage to a thunderous applause. The 
audience recognized an attempt at greatness, but Edmund Hillary only saw his failure. At one 
point, he walked to the edge of the speaker’s platform. 

He made a fist and pointed at a picture of the mountain. He then said in a loud voice, “Mount 
Everest, you beat me the first time, but I’ll beat you the next time because you’ve grown all you 
are going to grow… but I’m still growing!” 

©2015 – J. Gewirtz 

H‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW  H‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW  H‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW  H‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW      , HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw ,, HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw ,, HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw ,, HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw ,    IIIISYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰ELSYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰ELSYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰ELSYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰EL    
LXR TB OYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰XLDBY WLXR TB OYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰XLDBY WLXR TB OYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰XLDBY WLXR TB OYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰XLDBY W    

LRES ÂYX TB HBWU HKRBLRES ÂYX TB HBWU HKRBLRES ÂYX TB HBWU HKRBLRES ÂYX TB HBWU HKRBW HKLM IB YKDRM RTLA IBWARW HKLM IB YKDRM RTLA IBWARW HKLM IB YKDRM RTLA IBWARW HKLM IB YKDRM RTLA IBWAR    
    

E-mail Subscribe to info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 

Looking for a great Chanuka gift 
that will be used for years to come? 

Visit TheObservantJew.com/book  

And buy your kids and yourself peace of 
mind, happiness with life, and a love of 

HaShem and being a Jew. 
 

Sponsor an issue for $36. 
Info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 

 

Do it again and 
again. 

Print, e-mail, and share 
Migdal Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   

E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 


