
`` 

pg. 1 

 

 פרשת שלך 
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah 

and our dear son, Eli. 

 

 ולרפואה שלימה: העניא בת פריידל
 

 

  

)ב, יג" (שלך לך אנשים ויתרו את ארץ כנען"  
“Send forth men, if you please, and let 

them spy out the Land of Canaan.” 
 

Send forth men, if you please = at your own will – 

you decide.  Hashem offered the decision to send 

the spies to Moshe; it was dependent on Moshe’s 

judgment.  Hashem did not prevent him from 

doing so but was also not prepared for the 

mission to be associated with His name, based on 

what its outcome would be.  “This is Hashem’s 

way – He engages in compassion to bring a 

person close in many ways, but, nevertheless, He 

leaves place for doubt so there will be a 

challenge and free-choice.”1 

 

 

)ל, גי" (עלה נעלה"  
“We shall surely ascend” 
 

A person can try his hardest to do something and 

there is a sudden development that ruins 

everything.  The opposite is also true.  A person 

can face tremendous impediments to doing 

something positive and then, suddenly, he sees 

miracles.  “Master of the World, until now I 

thought that it is I who does everything – help 

me realize from now on that everything is 

You.” 

 

When a person strengthens his emuna, he begins 

to recognize that the Creator Himself did 

everything, does everything and will do 

everything.  He begins to understand that only 

Hashem can help him, only Hashem’s will can 

have any impact.  Hashem awaits for the moment 

when we acknowledge that our salvation is only 
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through Him and, instead of trying so many 

other strategies that do not generally help at all, 

we must set everything aside and run to Hashem.  

What does it mean to run to Hashem?  It means 

to increase our tefillos, to raise our heads as 

much as possible, to speak to Hashem from 

the deepest and truest part of ourselves, to 

tell Him everything that happens to us, in 

great detail, even though Hashem already 

knows everything.  That gives us so much 

fortitude.  That gives us so much tranquility. 

 

When a person connects, he feels that Hashem 

loves him, not only when things go well for him 

and he is successful – but even when things do 

not go well, even in the difficulties, in the pain – 

even there, he feels Hashem’s love.  This 

connection, this dveykus (clinging) is our true 

success.  That is why Hashem created the world 

this way: things do not go easily for a person, he 

lacks a lot – he must wait patiently, everything 

that he wants to accomplish is gruelingly hard, 

there are so many obstacles.  Yet still, he has his 

eyes trained constantly on Hashem – that is how 

he succeeds.  He knows where his successes 

are from and he offers such thanks, with such 

heart. 

 

Calev ben Yefunah was not seduced by the spies’ 

conspiracy and did not take part in the slander 

against Eretz Yisroel.  How did he succeed?  A 

different spirit pulsed through him.  “But my 

servant Calev, because a different spirit was with 
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him.”2  It was a spirit of emuna and bitachon in 

Hashem.  Calev rant to Chevron to prostrate 

himself at the tombs of the forefathers - he cried 

and begged for the strength and resolve not to 

fall into the conspiracy – and his tefillos helped.  

He had emuna in the power of the tzaddikim.  

He had emuna in the power of prayer.  He 

knew that only via prayer could he be 

rescued from the counsel of the spies.  Tefilla 

is the strongest thing in the world.  There is 

no power that can stop it.  Our salvations are 

prepared.  How do they reach us – through what 

pipeline?  Through the pipeline of tefilla! 

 

When everything goes smoothly for a person, 

quickly, effortlessly, without work – this usually 

instills arrogance in him, he begins to believe 

that he accomplished on his own.  Arrogance is 

what distances us from Hashem more than 

anything else does.  Therefore, Hashem gives 

us challenges, so that things do not go too 

easily, so that we turn to Him, speak with 

Him, ask of Him.  Only this way can we attain 

dveykus to Hashem.  When a person understands 

this, he never panics - he knows that by his toil, 

primarily in tefilla, he will achieve his desires 

and he will live with vigor and joy.  Our input is 

effort and toil. 

 

The most important element is desire.  We 

must reach a state in which we want only 

Hashem.  One in which we are not even 

concerned with reward in the World to Come.  

The desire itself is already our success.  Every 

moment of disgust with the base pleasures of 

this world is a victory.  Even when a person 

realizes that he has not changed yet, that he still 

has all of his illicit desires, all of his negative 

attributes – every second of disgust with them, 

when he cries to Hashem, “Save me from this” – 

that is the change! 

 

These moments of disgust with this world are 

ours forever.  We must constantly want and 

yearn.  These are the most critical elements.  We 

must not be alarmed by the fact that we are so 
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distant.  Precisely when we are distant, there 

are so many longings.  Thus, the one who 

appears to be so distant is really the closest. 

 

“The mistake that people make sometimes is in 

thinking that the obstacles are larger than the 

desire.  They think that the hurdles are so big 

that they cannot possibly be broken at all, even if 

we want with the strongest desires in the world.  

This error is only possible because of the mistake 

of the spies; they instilled the capacity for this 

kind of thinking.  The spies opened with praise 

for the land but then concluded, “But, the people 

who dwell in the Land are powerful”3 – i.e. the 

obstacles are so enormous that it is impossible to 

surmount them with all the willpower in the 

world.  However, Yehoshua and Calev said, “We 

shall surely ascend” – i.e. the obstacles to all 

matters of holiness are very large and strong, 

but, nevertheless, the desire for holiness is even 

stronger – and with it we can shatter all of the 

impediments.  Hashem does not present us 

with any problems that cannot be overcome 

by reinforcing the desire and enthusiasm for 

holiness.”4 

 

Desire is the main component of a person.  It 

is our strength.  We must know our desire and 

draw strength from it, draw joy.  If we are 

essentially our desire – we are necessarily 

good.  Therefore, we are successful because we 

desire only Hashem.  “True, I committed a sin – 

but I want Hashem!  I do not want the sin!  I wish 

I had the strength to not commit the sin!”  

Anytime a person things, “I want” – he 

immediately receives strength.  He receives 

joy.  A person cannot change in an instant.  

There are things that require years’ worth of 

work.  Some things require a lifetime’s work!  

Almost nothing can be changed immediately.  

But, every time that we rebuff this world – it 

is a triumph.  Even if we know that we have not 

changed, that we still have all of our illicit desires 

- every moment of rejecting the world, of crying 

to Hashem – saves us from this darkness.  That is 
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the change!  That is ours forever! 

 

Most importantly – we must never despair.  In an 

instant, everything can be transformed for good 

and all of our desires, supplications, tefillos and 

all of the time in which we have not been 

answered – all come together and effect results.  

No prayer is lost.  Hashem collects them all 

and at the appropriate time, He takes them 

out from His treasure house.  Then, we go from 

absolute darkness; we emerge into great light - 

just as Yosef Hatzaddik went from prison 

straight to the King’s palace.  We must remember 

this and be encouraged. 

 

A person feels like the yetzer hora overtakes him 

each time anew and he is stuck in the same place 

for years – he begins to give up – but he must 

not.  The spies detailed the threats and 

difficulties - but Calev and Yehoshua imparted 

emuna and bitachon.  The spies said that Eretz 

Yisroel was unconquerable – they instilled such 

fear in the nation, such despair, until the entire 

nation started to cry.  Yehoshua and Calev 

calmed and encouraged them – “Hashem is with 

us.”  We have nowhere else to turn to aside for 

Hashem.  That is our success, our salvation, 

our hope.  Complete emuna is to know that 

only Hashem can help us. 

 

Every person has a small spy deep inside that 

reminds him of his past failures and 

constantly seeks to highlight his points of 

weakness and to implant doubts and 

hesitations.  “You are incapable, you are not 

such a tzaddik, you have tried so many times, it is 

not for you, this is work for tzaddikim, for 

chasidim, for spiritual people, it is a waste of 

your time, be more realistic…”  Each person has 

his own list.  This little spy sows fear and 

discouragement in hearts.  It causes 

despondency and that is the worst malady.  If 

before every step forward we ask again, “Who 

says this is for me” – we will never make 

progress. 

 

We must reinforce and constantly remember 

that we are never alone.  HKB”H is with us in 

all of our downfalls and He helps us get back 

up.  Even if we have become distant, He is 

always ready to receive us back.  When a 

person relies on Hashem’s help – is there 

anything that can prevent Hashem from saving 

him?  Without the Creator’s help, it is 

impossible to cross the threshold of the 

house – but, with His help, we can split the 

Sea. 

 

The Creator prepares countless miracles and 

wonders for every Jew.  We need only open 

our mouths and begin to beseech.  This does 

not mean to daven quickly and run home to a 

sick wife or sick child.  We must stand for a long 

Shemona Esrei, word for word, letter for letter.  

Slowly recite “Heal us” (רפאנו) for five minutes 

and receive all of the cures in the world.  Is five 

minutes too long?  Doesn’t going to the doctor 

take longer?  We can say, “Heal us” for a few 

minutes and save ourselves hours at the doctor.   

 

The salvations are prepared.  Everything is 

prearranged.  Miracles are planned.  How do 

they reach us?  Via the pipeline of prayer. 

 

Every Jew can attain such miracles – we must 

just nullify ourselves, remember that Hashem 

is the Provider of all abundance.  Then, we 

have nothing to fear. 

 

True yiddishkeit is dveykus – being with HKB”H 

24 hours per day.  This means as much raising 

our heads as possible.  It means having emuna 

that it is possible to battle with this world, to 

defeat it.  It means remembering that the fight 

is more important than success.  It means not 

looking back at failures – always looking ahead.  

It means being incessantly happy – happy that 

we can infuse Divine light into our physical 

bodies.  It means having those moments in 

which we feel Hashem’s Presence and forget 

the rest of the world. 

 

The entire goal is to connect – through all of the 

difficulties.  There is no one who does not 

encounter difficulties in life.  Our job in this 

world is to persist through them.  We are never 

alone.  We have Hashem – even in the lowest 

places.  Even if we commit all of the sins in the 
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  Help me strengthen my emuna in tefilla, know that it works – that tefilla has tremendous power.  That 

is really the main thing for us to do – it is the only thing that can help us.  When I see Jews whose emuna in the power of 

prayer is so strong that they do not want to do anything else and they ask others not to do anything for them besides pray – 

when I meet tzaddikim like these, I am so awed, so strengthened.  Help me, Father, to realize that tefilla is the main thing.  All 

other efforts are mere hishtadlus that we must do because that is how You created the world. 

 

Help me have emuna that even if I have not been rescued yet – all of the tefillos that I have prayed have not gone to waste – 

they are all hidden and safeguarded for the moment that You decide.  Essentially, tefilla itself is the salvation because when 

we daven to You wholeheartedly, we merit clinging to You – and that is the greatest salvation of all. 

 

Master of the World!  Help me have emuna in desire, that my desire is who I am, that every second that I want You and seek 

You – that is my success.  The world applauds results – to them, the path is not so important, as long as the results are 

successful.  However, You Father, love the path - the effort, the toil, the desire, the prayers.  Help me have emuna that even if 

I do not succeed in overcoming a specific illicit desire, a certain negative trait – the critical factor is that I fight and never cease 

wanting and davening – that is my success – that is what gives You the most delight.  This knowledge provides so much 

strength and joy.  And with all that, I beg and plead to defeat the illicit desires and negative traits because they hurt me so 

much.  Help me Father. 

 

Master of the World!  Help me desire the maximum, the highest things, not to be satisfied with tefillos for what seems to be 

“realistic” goals – to desire the holiest, the most unrealistic, the closest to You.  Help me have emuna that when a person 

wants sanctity – the sky is the limit, it is possible to breach all obstacles and to reach the highest places, the most amazing 

places.  Even if, at the present moment, I am so far from them, even if, for the moment, I am the exact opposite. 

 

Master of the World, there is no greater pleasure than entirely clinging to You – and that is only possible with enormous 

holiness and that is precisely what I want – and I will not stop wanting it until my last day.  Help me merit Father. 

 

Have an awesome, uplifting and wonderful Shabbos, 

Dov Elias 

 

Notice: The foregoing is based on my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, disseminated by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita and is not a 

complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published 

in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material - any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be 

attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you Mordi Blass for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions. 
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world – we are still Hashem’s children.  

Hashem loves us no matter what.  Of course, 

Hashem loves tzaddikim - but how much delight 

does Hashem have from Baalei Teshuva who 

abandon their past ways and persist, fighting off 

their base urges? 

 

It is wonderful to be a perfect tzaddik.  However, 

those who have done things wrong and are 

tormented by past deeds, who suffer to change 

their ways for the better – are so beloved to 

Hashem.  Their suffering brings them closer to 

Hashem.  People who have fallen to the lowest 

levels, to the basest circumstances, and lift 

their heads and call out to Hashem from 

there – merit the most tremendous reward, 

experiencing Hashem’s closeness. 

 

Holiness will prevail.  We simply must have 

emuna in our abilities and remember what 

Rebbe Nachman proclaimed to each of us: 

“Hashem is with you and next to you.  There is no 

despair.”  The words of Calev ben Yefunah must 

constantly be before our eyes: “We shall surely 

ascend and conquer it, for we can surely do it.”5  

Hashem is always with us. 
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