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  Pay it forward – תשלום מראש 
I received an urgent phone call from a client who had to send some 
important papers from Yerushalayim to a law office in Karmiel. He 
agreed to pay 500 shekel to send a number of documents. 
It did not pay for me to make the trip but I made the offer to a group 
of a few dozen drivers who worked together to see if any of them 
were going north and this would be a nice bonus for them. Of all the 
men who said that they were interested, I happened to choose one of 
them and I gave him the particulars of the job. 
Late that night that driver called me and thanked me profusely and 
said: “You don’t know how this trip fell into place. My wife decided 
that in honor of Rosh Chodesh Adar we should go to the kever of 
Rebbe Shimon bar Yochai to daven, she sat in the car and we began 
the trip to Rebbe Shimon bar Yochai. I too, wanted to go, however, I 
knew that this would cost gas and travel expenses. This was not an 
easy thing as I did not have a penny in my pocket. I sat in the car and I 
debated if I should make or the trip or perhaps it was not right to do 
this. I was still deciding when you sent me to Karmiel which is only a 
short trip to Meron, the client more than covered the expenses for gas 
and the Rosh Chodesh seudah (meal) fit for a king!!! Transporting the 
documents did not interfere with the trip.” 
I was very glad to hear this and I explained to him that it was not me 
who chose him and he does not have to thank me, rather, thank the 
Creator of the World Who wanted him to make this trip as I did not 
think about the one who made the trip. Not only that, but right after I 
committed I thought of my good friend who wanted to make the trip 
and I regretted that I passed him by and gave it to someone else, but 
the Creator of the World knew with amazing supervision over all His 
creations who needs what and when.                                                    .מ.מ    

Something from nothing –  מאיןיש  
My wife asked that I buy challos made with a certain flour for 
Shabbos. Because I was involved in things I completely forgot about it. 
I only remembered at 1:00 in the afternoon and I tried the store to 
look for those challos. I knew that the prospect of finding the challos 
was slight. I tried my luck by adding Tefillos. I asked the store owner if 
he had any of these challos and he smiled and said: “People order 
these challos on Wednesday and by Friday morning they are snatched! 
Where were you? Now you want these challos?! I lowered my head 
and said: “Thanks”, and as I was speaking a man came in and said to 
the owner, “Is it possible to return challos? I bought these not 
knowing that my wife had already bought challos.” 
I looked at the owner who looked at him and I bought the challos right 
from the man with gladness and thanks to Hashem… 

   מ.ה.
 

Erase the memory of Amalek – מלקתמחה את זכר ע  
There once was a tour guide who always tried to instill the 
Emunah in HaKadosh Baruch Hu into the hearts of his tourists 
that He created all the beautiful creations. Once, as he was 
leading a group of tourists, and as was his usual custom, he 
guided them through the trees and flowers and he encouraged 
them to pay attention to the greatness of the Creator Who 
created so many trees and so many different species of 
flowers, each one of them a color, height, and fragrance 
different from another. However, in that particular group there 
was one man who constantly disagreed with him saying that 
there was no Creator and all the creations came about on their 
own (chas v’chalila). The guide did not lose his cool and he 
remembered the posuk (Mishlei 26:5) 'ענה כסיל כאולתו' – 
‘answer a fool according to his foolishness’, and he waited for 
the opportunity that he knew would not be long in coming. 
When they returned to the vehicle the guide said to the fool, 
‘Come and see how beautiful this vehicle is, how comfortable 
the seats are, and how it drives so fast, and the design of the 
interior and exterior’. The man responded, ‘You are right, this 
company is known to make good, quality vehicles’. The guide 
pretended to be offended and he said, ‘What nonsense! This 
vehicle made itself, no one made it, why do you attribute the 
vehicle to a company?’ The man was baffled, and he said, ‘Do 
you really think the vehicle made itself, but this is not possible, 
there are thousands of parts in the vehicle, and every part 
must fit into a specific place with exactness.’ The guide replied, 
‘You understand that a vehicle cannot make itself, but a 
complete creation consisting of millions of forms and billions of 
details you think can make themselves?!’ 
Shabbos Zachor stands at the beginning of the holy days of 
Purim, and this Shabbos comes to remind us that the entire 
topic of Haman/Amalek comes to instill doubt and coldness 
into the hearts of every Jew, and the first place it starts is the 
faith in Divine Providence. That is where it tries to weaken the 
faith of a Jewish person. So that chas v’chalila it should not 
succeed we must implant the faith in our hearts very well, that 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu supervises over me and you at every 
moment, and it is a mitzvah to relate stories of Divine 
Providence that happen to us on a daily basis, to ourselves and 
those around us, and then when if you should be confronted by 
a time of challenge we will be strong and we will not fall into its 
domain. 

- Tiv HaMoadim - Purim 
 

 



 

 

 חובת ההשתוקקות להשראת השכינה
The obligation to yearn for the infusion of the Shechina 

 

 Behold, the main topic of discussion in these parshiyos from 
Terumah to Pekudei is the Mishkan. At first, the Torah describes 
the necessary details for the setting up and for the service and 
after this it details the fulfillment of the words and bringing it into 
reality. It is not for nothing that the Torah saw to repeat the 
words at length, rather, this teaches the great satisfaction that 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu had from this that He would be able to 
reside among His affectionate, Children of Israel. Were it not for 
this The Torah would not have lengthened the narrative so much 
once it had already described in great detail how to make 
everything. Were the intent of the Torah to just relate the praise 
of Israel in that they did what was imposed on them, then the 
Torah would have shortened its words and stated  ויעשו בני ישראל'

ה' את משה'ווה יככל אשר צ  – ‘and the Children of Israel did all that 
Hashem commanded Moshe’ as we see with many other mitzvos, 
where after the commandment the Torah writes words like these. 
Rather, we are forced to say that the intent of the Torah here is to 
reveal the immense enjoyment of HaKadosh Baruch Hu from the 
very fact that the matter came into being and He would be able to 
infuse His Shechina (Presence) in the lower realm and extend 
through this His enlightenment and holiness on the souls of Israel. 
When we think about this, it is incumbent on us to wake up and 
break our hearts with the great pain that through our many sins 
we have lost all this, and with our improper actions we caused all 
this, that our Compassionate Father has been evicted, as it were, 
from His house, and it is not possible to describe His immense 
pain, for aside from the pain of being sent out of His sanctuary the 
blow is even greater because it was His affectionate children that 
caused this, and when a Jew considers all this, he will not be able 
to find a place for himself because of the great shame and 
embarrassment. 
In addition to this it is incumbent on the person to consider and 
understand how much we have lost when the Bais HaMikdash was 
destroyed, for today we are like a displaced lamb, and like children that 
have been sent away from the table of their father, and all troubles that 
are visited upon us, whether in general or in particular, stem from the 
very destruction of the Bais HaMikdash, for we are filled with sins that 
cause barriers to be erected between us and our Father in Heaven. All 
this is a result of the nullification of the Karban Tamid (the daily sacrifice 
brought morning and evening) from us. These sins have caused 
prosecutors to go up against us rachmana litzlan, and as a result of this 
they are given permission to harm us rachmana litzlan. The main reason 
for our distress is the fact that we need atonement and it is missing, for 
Chaza”l have mentioned in several places the great advantage of the 
Karban Tamid as through its merit a person in Yerushalayim did not go to 
sleep with sin in his hand, for the Tamid in the morning atoned for the 
sins during the night and the Tamid of the afternoon atoned for sins 
committed during the day and since the Tamid was nullified we are 
denied all this, we lack atonement and because of this the darkness that 
covers the earth rules over us during our bitter and precipitous exile. We 
have to arouse ourselves in our lower realm and request this and show 
through this that we want it, we again want His Shechina to dwell in our 
midst, we again want to be constantly attached and bound to Him, and to 
go up and be seen three times a year so that we can fulfill the exposition 
of Chaza”l (Chagigah 2a) ‘just as he came to see so too he has come to be 
seen’ and to constantly extend the illumination of His holiness in our 
midst.   
   In order to arouse the sleeping love, it is incumbent on us to strengthen 
several things that demonstrate that we want to see our King. One of 
these things is the recitation of the karbanos and the Parsha of the 
Ketores before davening, and that he wants to see the Kohanim in their 
 

service, how the Kohanim ate and the owners were atoned. Aside 
from this, the very recitation of the Karbanos in our times takes the 
place of offering them, as stated in the Gemara (Menachos 110a) 
Rebbe Yitzchak said: What is the meaning of that which is written 
(Vayikra 6:18, 7:1) זאת תורת החטאת וזאת תורת האשם – This is the 
law of the chatas (sin offering) and this is the law of the asham (guilt 
offering)? Whoever engages in the study of the Torah of the chatas 
is regarded as if he has brought a chatas; and whoever engages in 
the study of the Torah of an asham is regarded as if he offered an 
asham. We must know that according to the Ariza”l the recitation of 
the Karbanos is literally the main part of Tefillah (davening), and it is 
in the category of obligation to everyone. 
Even the adherence in the very Tefillah teaches regarding the 
anticipation for the service in the Bais HaMikdash as it states 
(Berachos 26b) Rebbe Yehoshua ben Levi said: The prayers were 
instituted corresponding to the daily Tamid offerings, and the 
atonement of Israel was dependent on them. If we are careful that 
the Tefillah is proper as it should be, then we reveal that we know 
the value of the Karban Tamid and we yearn for it. Similarly, we also 
merit today the category of the Karban Tamid and the category of 
atonement for sin. Aside from this, we must know that if we fulfill 
the mitzvah of Tefillah properly, then we earn to be in the category 
of entering into the Kodesh HaKadashim – the Holy of Holies, 
something that in reality is not possible to merit except for one 
select individual of the nation and specifically on one select day of 
the year, that is, the Kohen Gadol on Yom Kippur. Halacha explains 
that when a person davens he has to have in mind that it is as if he is 
standing between the two Cherubim that are on the cover of the 
Aron, this is the main area of the infusion of the Shechina and since 
wherever a person thinks he is, there he is, we find that the person is 
in the category of standing in the Kodesh HaKadashim – the Holy of 
Holies, and is there any greater advantage than this? He is literally 
standing before the Omnipresent Baruch Hu and he praises Him and 
asks for all his needs before Him. 
Because of these words it is most appropriate to emphasize the 
importance of Tefillah, and one should not be like those about whom 
our Chachamim have expounded (Berachos 6b) the posuk (Tehillim 
 when baseness is exalted among the sons‘ – כרום זלות לבני אדם (12:9
of men’, these are things that stand at the pinnacle of the world but 
which people treat lightly, and one of them is Tefillah – prayer – and 
it is appropriate to emphasize the importance of prayer more than 
any fortune in the world, and as HaRav HaKadosh of Rozhin pointed 
out when a merchant told him what had happened to him. The man 
made a fortune by buying and selling winter clothes. One year it was 
a mild season with no cold or frost, this being the case, he did not 
sell his merchandise, and of course he had nothing to sustain his 
family. At the end of that difficult winter a man from a distant city 
approached him stating that he heard that he had an ample supply 
of winter clothing for sale and he wanted to purchase all the 
garments. The man was very pleased but he asked the buyer to wait 
a little while he went to daven, however, the buyer was in a hurry as 
his boat was about to set sail shortly and if he was not ready to close 
the deal now he would have to leave without the goods. Despite 
this, the seller refused to sell before davening, and he was ready to 
forego wealth as long as he could daven on time with a minyan. 
When HaRav HaKadosh told this story, he concluded that people 
want to know what happened to the merchant, however, he himself 
was not interested in the outcome as the important point was that 
he was ready to forego a fortune as long as he did not damage his 
Tefillah, this was what was important to him. 
Hashem Yisbarach should help that we merit the service in the Bais 
HaMikdash speedily in our day, Amein. 
   


